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PREFACE. 


1 1 ^ ^ 

HE work here offered to the public basing 

other pretensions than those of a summary of 
the principal events, domestic and foreign, of 
the late reign. In its composition, the objects 
in view have been perspicuity and order in 
narrative, selection of the most important cir- 
cumstances, and a strict impartiality, exhibited 
not only in a fair and ungarbled representation 
of facts, but in the absence of every kind of 
colouring which might favodr the pur^^ses of 
what may properly be denominated party, .lliis 
last intention, which has never ceased to guide 
the writer's p’en, di'd not appear to him necessa- 
rily to preclude every expression of his feelihgs 
on points involving moral or constitITtional 
questions ; but hq trusts that he shall d)c dbund 
to have used this lihefty with moderation and 
reserv'd} and without any effort to pnforce opi- 
nions in their nature dubious or disputable. 
Where, indeed, in the records *of history can 
the period be metrwkh, which, to one whose life 
has passed in contemplating the whole shifting 
scene, is calculated to inculcate a more impres- 
sive lesson against preaump4uous confidence in 
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speculate notions, or positive judgment respect- 
ing characterl anrf aeftions ? 

It will be manifest that the compass of these 
pages f could not adbrd scope for entering into 
those conjectures relative to the secrets oi cabi- 
nets, ,or those discussions concerning the plans 
of policy , that may be supposed to have inflii- 
' enced' sovereigns or tj^ieir mr.iistcrs, which usually 
occupy a large space in professed histories. Per- 
haps, however, the utility) of a historical narra- 
'tH'e is not materially impaired by such an omis- 
««^n. ^Were it possible to attain more certainty 
with respect to such topics than can come within 
the reach of a private person, what, in general, 
would be gained, except a nearer insight into a 
drama of life representing the play of ordinary 
motiveis upon ordinary minds — a view of the 
secondary movements of a machine, the main- 
spiings of which are acting according to known 
and obvious laws ? In reality, the great series of 
human afiairs is directed by a chain of causes 
and affects of much superior potency to the efforts 
of individuals in any station, who, for the most 
part, are rather the subjects, than the rulers, of 
events. While men, in continued succession, 
under a variety of characters, probably at all 
times existing in nearly ''qurl proportions, are 
pursuing a goursc influrnccd by their passions 
and interests, changes are operating in the large 
masses of manl^ind, the result of combinations of 
circumstances which* the -flux of ages has been 
requisite to produce. It is* frbm the observation 
of these, and not 1‘rom an<acquaintance with court 
intrigues and tjiar^ manoeuvres, that the true 
philosophy of history is to* be deduced ; and the 
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impartial record of leading facts is the grand 
desideratum for obtaining this impoUrtantfadoitioxi 
to hiigfian wisdom. Of such iifcidents, the period 
which 'the present work comprehends hae been 
singularly fertile ; and the intelligent reader can- 
not fail of drawing inferences from them, .which 
will have more value as the product his own 
reflections, than as the promptings of a wtiier. , 
Although thft title of “ Annals of the Reign of 
George III.” impli&s that the affairs ofjthe coun- 
tries of which he was the sovereign are peculiarj}^ 
their subject, yet the concerns of all civilised, 
states arc so blended, and the events passing in 
one, exert so material an influence upon the 
policy of others, that it has been necessary to*^ 
combine with the record of British history, a 
sketch of the most important occurrences of 
which not only the European continent, but a 
large portion of the inhabited world, wa&-the 
theatre. Such a comprehensive view was. fre- 
quently requisite in order to* elucidate oiyr qjvn 
political system ; but independently of that.con- 
sideration, it appeafed desirable to associate in a 
reader’s m'ind, with the m’emorqjljle events ot his 
nadve country, those which were simultaneously 
taking place in other scenes of action. •ThcTextra- ' 
ordinary charactea and nfomentoifs coripeqfiences 
of some of these transaqtions, especially of those 
which lor the last thirty years haj/e rendered 
France the object of universal interest, have 
sometimes made it difficult to keep this part 
of the narrative *in* due subordination to the 
leading topic ; * but such a subordination ha9 
always been the writer’s purpose ; fnd with respect 
to domeblic affairs, in*particuTar, he hopes it will 



PREFACE. 


viii 

be sufficiently apparent to justify the title ^iven 
to the ^rk. * ' t 

Care has been ' taken to preserve as much as 
possible the exact application of the word Annals, 
by limiting the narrative of each year to the 
occurrences within the space of that year. In 
a history ^ large it may be more advantageous to 
f^jllow'^ttie thread ofoevents^of a particular class 
through the series of causes and -effects, without 
any exact limitation to time"; but the design- of 
ihe< present attempt being chiefly to provide, in 
i^he most useful form, a repertory of all the im- 
portant facts of the reign, it was judged expedient 
to arrange them, as nearly as could be done, in 
precise chronological order. By such a position 
they are not only most easily referred to, but 
they , frequently disclose a mutual bearing and 
connection, which might escape ’notice if they 
wec^* I’emoved to a distance from one another in 
the narrative. 
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S}eath of George II. and stale of the soar. — decession and Ihafacter 
of George III. — Meeting qf^Parliameni and speech. • 


On October 25th dijd suddenly at his palace ,of 
Kensington his Majesty King George II., in the 77th 
year .of his age, and the l4th of iiis reign, in tHe 
midst of a war with France, carried on u -the tour 

? uartcrs of the globe, with a»success, on the p>rt of 
irreat Britain, to whith itS history affords no*par^leI. 
The comjpeQcements had bften highly unfavourable to 
this country, and repeated losses and disgraces had 
produced general dependency and discontent ; when 
the spirit of the nation being at Ibngth roused, and its 
energies* being directed ’by the genius of one of the 
greatest ministers it* had e\er known, William Pitt, 
the last two or three years had been ip^rked by an 
almost uninterrupted succession of«vict(fries by sea and 
land. The marine of Frartce was nearly annihilated* 
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The conquest of its North American colonies was in 
this year completed ; 9 i1j^ in the East Indies r4s force 
was greatly reduced in consequence of the defeat of 
General Lally by Colonel Coote at the battle of Wande- 
wash/‘ In Germany alone did the French arms main- 
tain at least an equality ; and indeed it was chiefly 
owing to, the talents of that consummate general, 
Prinqe Ferdinand , of Brunswick, tliat in this quart ei 
they did not become decidedly^ superior. The King of 
Prussia, the sole ally «f England, some subsidised (.hn - 
man princes excepted, had lately undergone such losses 
in a most unequal contest with a host of foes, that it 
exercised all his abilities to preserve himself from being 
totally overwhelmed. Through these circumstances, 
the war in Germany had been rendered less popular 
than any other part of the political system ; and al- 
though parliamentai’y opposition to the measures of 
administration had subsided to a calm scarcely ever 
befqre q^cperienced, yet some publications had ap- 
peared, and been much read, in which, with respect 
to this object, the conduct of the ministers had been 
animadverted upon with great force and severity. 

On'- the day after the king’s decease, his grandson 
George III. was proclaimed with the usual solemnities. 
This sovereign, born on June 4th, 1738, was son of 
F/ederick, prince pf .Wales, and Augusta, princess of 
Saxe Gotha. It appejfrs to have been a leading object 
in his education ^o keep him uncontaminateil by tiu 
aRttremeivts which are' commonly at an early period laid 
in ^ha.jvay of, the heir to a crown. He was, therefore, 
brought up in privacy, and*had been introduced neither 
to the pleasures nor the Business of a coiut^ His per- 
son and character were little known* to the nation ; biit 
the accession ,of a young and n^ve sovereign, deco- 
rous in behaviour, uhd of unblemished reputation, was 
greeted by the warm aftections'and sanguine hopes of 
his su^cts ; and few in 1;he line of English kings have 
ascended tlie throne under happier auspices. No im- 
mediate change to«k plape either in the plans of policy, 
OP in the persons entrusted with the conduct of them. 
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Mr, Pitt, as principal secretary of state, remained at 
the head of the cabinet j otheF membera of which were 
Mr. /ox, Mr. Legge, the Duke of’ Newcastle, the Earl 
cl' H .'iderness, and Lord’ Anson. * , 

< hie of the first acts of royalty was to intr(;;,d>^<^c 
nu privy council the Earl of Bute, who had obtained 
■>.,cendancy over the mind of his Majesty in 'conse- 
je of the office he had held in the superintendence 
cl his education. A* royal pcoclamation, issued on 
October 31st, “Fer the encovnagement of piety and 
virtue, and for prevehting and punishing of vice, pro- 
faneness, and immorality,” indicated the sober* an Ik 
religious character which the new reign was about to 
assume. 

On Novemoer 18th the subsisting parliament as- 
sembled, and was opened by a speech from the throne, 
the tenor of which gave general satisfaction. Qne of 
its clauses was judiciously calculated, l;o operate upon 
the feelings of the nation, by alluding to-*a circum- 
stance always desirable in a regal succession, but which 
was become a novelty in that of the British Crowji : 
“ Born and educated in this country,” said ^his Ma- 
jesty, “ I glory in the name of Briton.” In aclvcrt- 
iug to the war, a resolutidn was expressed of ‘prose- 
cuting it with vigour, in order to obtain the object of 
a safe and honourable peace,; and to this end, ‘the 
zealous concurrence of parliament »was relied oi\ in 
supporting the king of Pmssia aifd the other allies of 
the nation, and in making ample provisfonTfor tlie 
demands of the service. , * * , 

No event, foreign or domestic, worthy of particular 
record, Gccarrcd, during the short remainder of the 
year. * 
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'Civil List.—BiU to secure the independet^e (^judges. — Parliameni 
and changes of ministers , — Negociatio'r^ for peace, — Campaign o f 
Prince Ferdinand and Broglio, — Capture of Bcllisle. — King of 
Prussia, — East Indies, — Pondicherry tahcn, — West Indies, 
Dominica taken, — Expedition against the Cherokees. — Negocia^ 
lions for Peace broken off, — Mr, Pitt quits the ministry, — Royal 
nuptials and coronation, — Ne'eo parliament opened, — Rupture XKith 
Spain, ^ 

One of the concluding acts of theparliament, wliicli, 
according to law, continued to exercise its functions 
six nloiiths after the demise of the crown, was passing 
a ‘bill* to fix the civil list at the clear annual sum of 
800;000/. payable out of the aggregate fund, in lieu of 
the specific revenues. settled on .the late king. 

Another act, f)y which great popularity accrued to 
lus_^ Majesty, was introduced to parliament in a speech 
from the throne on March 3d, for the declared pur- 
pose .'«£• giving, an additional security to the independ- 
ence of Vhe judges. Alth^'^igh an act had passed in 
the reign of Williaili III. to continue the .covpmissions 
of the judgfes during^ their good behaviour, they were 
legally determiped on the death the reigning sovc- 
reign. ^ instance had, ifldeed» occurred since that 
period of%he removal of a jil(^ at the accession of a 
new sovereign ; but it was jusify considered, that such 
a power remaining in the crown was a derogation from 
the perfect inSependence of that important office. 
Both houses expressed their gratitude on the occasion 
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by loyal addresses, and a bill was speedily drawn ujj 
and pa*ssed according to the ro^al recommendation. 

The session was closed on March 19th, and writs 
were soon after issued for convoking a new parliament. 
Changes in the ministry and new appointments were 
now announced. Mr. Legge was dismissed frqm the 
olRce of chancellor of the exchequer, and was succeeded 
by Viscount Barrington. Soon after, the Earl ^ Bute 
was made one of the l)rincipal|8ecretaries of state, irt 
the room of tlie Bari or Holderness. *The post of Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland was conferred on thp Earl of 
Halifax. • " 

Early in this year, the negociations for peace, which 
had been broken off in the dose of 1759, were resumed 
at the instance of the French court. The parties in 
conjunction with that court were those of Vienna, Petere- 
burgh, Poland, and Sweden, and their several idecla- 
rations were signed a.t Paris on March S5th, and were 
met by those of Great Britain and Prussia otf April 3d. 
The city of Augsburg was appointed as the seat of 
a general congress, and Lords Egremont and Stonnont, 
and General Yorke, were nominated as the .British 
plenipotentiaries. As the interests of Germany^ w§re 
tlic matter to be treated of at Augsburg, it was thoijght 
advisable by France and England that the affairs at 
issue between them should be sSparatdy discussed, ^nd 
for that purpose Mr. Stanley was semt to Paris, axd 
M. Biissy to London. The negoefations being, likdy 
to run out to length, it was determined by Ae English 
ministry in the meaq tin\p tb urge thfc opeyatlSns of 
war with unremitting vigoui^ . • - ' ' 

At the»conclusion of the last campaign, ,the French 
were left in entire possession of the territory of Hesse, 
while their advanced points^ wera at Gottingen on one 
side, and at Weser oi!ii,the other. As early as February 
9th Prince Ferdinand assembled his army, for the pur., 
pose of striking a sudden blow j and pushing on with 
great celerity, he penetrated to the hca'it <Jf the French 
quarters, and forced thefti to refteat on every side. 
\'^arioiis successes followed, and at length the allied 

. B 8 



G 


ANNULS. OF GEORGS III. 


1761. 


troops laid sieg<? to Cassel. The French general, Mar- 
shal Broglio, having ^in £he mean time been reinforced, 
made an attack on the hereditary prince of Brunswick, 
posted 'at Stangerode, and defeated him; the. conse- 
quence of which action was the raising of the siege of 
Cassek and the retreat of the allies across the Dymel. 

A secret expedition, which had been fitting out early 
. in the'.spring in the English pofts, sailed from Spit- 
Bead on March 29th, lender the command of Commo- 
dore Keppel and General Hodgson; and arrived off the 
island of ,Bellisle on the coast ‘of Brittany, on April 
th.‘ An attempt to land on the following day was 
defeated ■ with loss. It was aftenvai’ds renewed with 
success, and the siege of the chief town of the island, 
Lc Palais, was commenced. The vigorous defence of 
the commander, St. Croix, protracted the fall of the 
citade? till June 7th, when it surrendered by capitula- 
tion, together with the island. 

In' Gerfiaany, the destruction of the French maga- 
zines retarded the movements of their forces so much, 
that it was the end of June before their commanders, 
Soub’se. and Broglio, could avail themselves of their 
superiority. Broglio at length crossed the Dymel, 
having previously routed' the rear-guard of General 
Sporken. Various encounters then took place, the 
principal of which w£is the battlb of Kirch Denkern, on 
the 15th and iGth of July, in which the attacks of the 
FwndjjWeje repulsed with considerable loss on their 
part.^ The general result of the campaign, however, 
was,' fhat the French were tenabled to lay the greatest 
part of Westphalia amder auntribution. , 

The King of Prussia, in this year, fa'r from being, 
able to afford any assistance to his aBy, was reduced 
to a state of Idnguof ^whicji did not suffer him to (|uit 
his sti'ong^amp in Silesia, while his important fortresses 
of Sch\^anitz and Colberg were, taken, the first by 
the Au^ans, the second* by the Russians, who were 
thereby enabled to take uj) their winter-quarters in 
Pomerania. This was thd period of the lowest decline 
of that celebrated prince, who had so long maintainetl 
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a conflict against adverse fortune, with ^ a spirit not in* 
ferior to that of the greatest h^es in Imtory. 

If t|ie events of the war on the* European continent 
were le§s favourable to the cause of Oreat Bi-kain in 
this year than in some which preceded, vic,tory still 
crowned her arms in other parts. The succesjjes in 
the East Indies had lefl to the French no otlier posses- 
sion of importance* than their capital settlement of 
Pondicherry, and this, ‘during several months 01 I 7 C 0 ; 
was closely blockaded by the land forces under Colonel 
Coote, and the maritime force under Admiral Stevens. 
The besieged were reduced to great distress for want cf 
provisions, when, on January 1 st, 176l» a dreadful hur- 
ricane drove the English squadron from before it, with 
the loss of four ships of the line, and the crews of two 
of them, besides other damages. But whilst the com- 
mander, Lally, was flattering himself with a complete 
tleliverance, the dispersed fleet appeared again within 
four days before Pondicherry, and the sie^ was re- 
newed with redoubled vigour. Lally, however, a man 
of a violent character, made no proposals to surrender ; 
and when, at length, only one day’s provision j;e\pain- 
ing, the town sent deputies to offer terms of ca])itula- 
tion, Lally, alleging the breSch of treaties in Indi% l>y 
the English, refused to join in the negociation, qnd the 
place was accordingly delivered* up at discretion to the 
British troops. ■» • 

In the West Indies, the island of Dominica vias 
j’educctl by an armament commanded by jCiortT Rollo 
and Sir James Douglas. , The Cherokccs in 'North 
America were brought to ^e necessity of suing for 
.peace, b}»aif expedition into their country, in which a 
number of their towns were destroyed. 

The negociations for pejice between the courts of 
England and France yi^ere proceeding in the midst of 
tliese hostilities, and proposals on each side were reci- 
procally made by meanR; of* their agents at Paris and 
London. In general, there appeared ^i^be no great 
diflicnity in setlling the lernw relafive to the conquests 
made by each nation, accoi dii^ to the basis of uli pos- 
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sideHs ; but the conduct to be pursued by them with 
respect to their German allies was a matter of* great 
dimculty, the English ministers absolutely deplaring 
their resolution 6f preseiwing their faith to the King of 
Prussia, pnd refusing to concur in the proposal of a 
neutrality in Germany. Another difficulty resulted 
from the demand on the part of France of the restitu- 
tion of, the captures made upon them at sea before tlie 
declaration of war, and which t'liey contended to have 
been directly in contravention of the law of nations. 
A memorial transmitted by M. Bussy, on July 15th, in 
■relation to these objects, might have conduced to an 
amicable termination, had it not been accompanied by 
a paper of a peculiarly offensive nature. 'I’he family 
connection between the courts of France and Spain had 
long been a source of suspicion ; and the latter, on 
severa,! occasions during the wai', had been cliarged with 
a partiality in favour of the former. Some mattex's of 
dispute wtre at this time pending between Spain and 
Great Britain, which afforded a pretext for the inter- 
ference of France. The paper in question therefore 
contained a proposal that the King of Spain should be 
invited to guarantee the intended treaty, and tliat, in 
order' to prevent the differences between Spain and 
England from being the occasion of a new war, they 
should lie finally adjustc;d in the present ncgociation. 
Great indignation was excited in the English ministry 
by^this proposal} ’and it was positively declared to 
M. BuSky, that the King of Great Britain would not in 
any manner suffer his di^put^s with the Spanish court 
to be blefidcd with the negotiations carrying on with 
France, and^that the* latter country .had nofright to 
intermeddle *ln discussions between the two former. 
The French court thty:eupqn made ' an apology, and 
propositions were for some time, longer reciprocally 
offered for bringing the treaty to a conclusion ; but 
confidence and cordiality were now banished, and in 
September tha^ qgents on each side were recalled, and 
the negociatidn termhiated» * 

Was, however, productive of au important change 
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in the English ministry. Mr. Pitt, whose influence had 
hitherto' been predominant in* the cabinet, became 
• thoroug^hly persuaded, by the intdrf'erence of Prance 
in the affairs of Spain, and the avowal of the Spanish 
ambassador, of a close union of blood and, interest 
lictwecii the two courts, that the Spaniards were fully 
resolved to become a party in the contest as soon as 'they 
should find themselves in a state of preparation 4 and 
he therefore urged an iihmcdiattk declaration of war by • 
this country against. iJiat power, aAd the sending asqua- 
•clron to intercept its Plate fleet. This step was strongly 
opposed by his colleagues, as not only rash, but Tinjusiifi- 
able by tiny thing that had as yet been made public. 
Mr. Pitt, incapable, by temper and long success, of 
bearing contradiction, finding himself unable to cany 
the point, declared that, “ he would no longer remain 
in a situation which made him responsible for measures 
he was no longer allowed to guide and, after deliver- 
ing his reasons in writing, he resigned the seals»oOecre- 
tary into the King’s hand on October 9 th, his brother- 
in-law, Earl Temple, at the same time resigning thg 
offices of lord-privy-seal and cofiercr. The eminent 
services of Mr. Pitt were rewarded (certainly not beyond 
their deserts) by a pension of 3000/. a year, and the faiik 
and title of Baroness Chatham conferred on his lady. He 
carried with him jn his rotreat the regrets of a great piu’t 
of the nation, and received addresses of thanks for th^‘ 
gi eat benefits he had conferred on hiw country, from thp 
corporation of London and other public bo JiesT His 
successor in office wsis^the Earhof Egreniont. * 

'Phe domestic history of tlye year was rendefed me- 
inorable bjr the ])omp and festivity attendant upon royal 
nuptials and a coronation. In the summer, bis Majesty 
declared in council the resolution of demanding in mar- 
riage the Princess Charlotte Sbphiaof Mecklenbnrg-Stre- 
litz, second daugliter of die late Duke. The negociation 
for this ])iirpose was entrusted to the Earl of llarcourt ; 
and the jirincess, attended by the Duchesiys«of Hamilton 
and Ancastcr, ami the Countess of Effingham, embarked 
.It Cn.\ha\en, August 'i3d, on boaidaroyal yacht, con- 



10 


ANXALS OF CKORGK III. 


1761. 


voyed by a squadron under tlie command of Lord Anson. 
She landed at Hai^viclr^on September 6tli, and her nup- 
tials with the King Were celebrated, at the royal chapel, 
St. James’s, on the evening of the 8th. The coronation 
of their .Majesties was performed at Westminster Abbey, 
,on September 22d, with all the solemnity and magnih- 
, ccnce proi)cr to the occasion. 

On November 6th, the new parliament was opened 
'•witli a speech from tiie throrie, in which his Majesty, 
after faking notice or the termination of the negocia- 
tion for peace with France, declared his resolution to 
fvcarry on'the war in the most eflectual manner, adhering 
lirmly to his engagements with his allies, till his enemies 
should yield to the equitable conditions of an honour- 
able peace. 

Their Majesties and the royal family, with a numer- 
ous attendance of nobility and the great officers of state, 
on November .9th, entered the city of London in grand 
prooessio®, where they partook of a most sumptuous 
entertainment at Guildhall. 

. The year had not closed, before the ministry found 
itsell finder the necessity of justifying, if not the mea- 
sure proposed by Mr. Pitt, at least the opinion he had 
giyeii of the hostile nature of the connection between 
the courts of France and Spain, and its inevitable ten- 
dency* to produce a rupture between the latter country 
and Great Britain. The Earl of Bristol, ambassador at 
Madrid, had beert directed to remonstrate with that 
court *'60*^ its extraordinary proceeding in rendering 
France an umpire in tint di^pute^ between two friendly 
pow'ers, 'with one of whiclv-.-hc was at war j to propose 
fai'ther terms for settling those disputes ; andeto require 
a categorical declaration concerning the final intentions 
of Spain. WhJe these points were under discussion, a 
treaty was signed between the courts of France and 
Spain, which confirmed the family alliance between the 
two crowns, and purporttxl to prescr^'e the House of 
llourbon froM,j)ppression, and to maintain its interests. 
This transaction wa^ for » tiftie kept a j)roibuiul secret j 
but as soon as the negociatiori with France was broken 
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off, that court studiously circulated a report that Spain 
would immediately {declare war algainst Great Britain in 
consequence of w^e s|ngagements she had contracted. 
This idea was so-pij^llent, that the British ambassador 
thought hunself entitled to require satisfaction fyom the 
Spanish minister, Don Wall, respecting it; but the 
Plate fleet being now arrived with a rich cargos and* the 
arms of France and ller allies in Germany possessing 
a superiority, the tone*of the, Spanish ministry was 
changed, and wara> complaints*^ of the conduct of 
*England were the chief reply. The British ministry, 
now conceiving that the crisis was come, directed Lord 
Bristol to signify that a refusal to communicate the 
terms of the treaty in question, or at least to disavow 
any intention of taking part with our enemies, would 
be regarded as equivalent to a declaration of war by 
Spain. The answer made by Don Wall threw the act 
of hostility upon the English cabinet, and intimated 
that Lord Bristol might return when he thoughc proper ; 
and he accordingly left Madrid on December 17th. The 
Spanish ambassador soon after departed from London, 
leaving behind him a manifesto reflecting upqn^the 
haughtiness of the late English minister, and the in- 
dignity with which his court had been treated, *{yid 
declaring that the obnoxious treaty contained qnly a 
i cciprocal guaranty of ’the dotflinions of the seveitil 
branches of the House of Bourbon, with the restriction, 
with respect to France, that it should*extend only to tl’<j 
dominions remaining to her after the conclusion'^f the 
present war. * , * * ' • 

The year thus closed with a certain prosjiect of a 
new war to be sustained by Great Britain, ^against an 
enemy powerftil in resources, and* firmly leagued with 
her most inveterate foe. . . . • 
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JVar declared agaimt Spahu — Capture of MaiiinicOp Grenaday and 
tie rest of the French islands, — Portugal attacked hjj Spain . — Cam- 
paign there, — Capture of the Havanna. — Campaign of Prince 
Ferdinand, — Death of the Fjmpressof Russia, and change in the 
condition of the King of Prussia, — Revolution in Russia . — Cam- 
paign of Frederic, — French success at Newfoundland. — Expedition 
against Manilla. — Dissensions in the British cabinet. — Duke of 
Newcastle resigns, — Peace mth France and Spain, — Parliamentary 
debates. — Peace between Austria and Prussia, — Jesuits condemned 
by the Parliarttent of Paris, 

.On the 4tli of January war was declared against Spain ; 
and. ajtliongh the nation was lying under the pressure 
of a heavy debt and vast expenses, though it had no 
aid 'to expect from allies, and saw the greatest part 
of' the European continent either directly hostile, or 
disposed to become so, yet this accession of hazard 
seemed little to«affectthe spirits of the public. In fact, 
a war with Spain' has generally been popular in this 
country, where she has been looked upon, especially by 
theVi&vy, rather in the hgh| of a, tempting prey, than of 
a fbrniiifable antagonist. »Fast successes, moreover, had 
inspired confidence ; the naval and military forces were 
in a high state of discipline and ably commanded ; and 
there appealed* no deficiency of vigour in the adminis- 
tration, to conduct a war which^they had not hesitated 
to enter upon, under the idea that the honour ami 
interest of the nation rendra ed it necessary. 

The first«»nBilitary operation of the year was the 
execution of an entdrprisod^rmined on at the close of 
the preceding year, against the island ol' Martinico, the 
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principal of the French Caribhccs. An attempt against 
tins important settlement in the war 1759,* had failed of 
success ; but the British arms havirfg now little more 
employirfent in North America, and it being obviojisly 
a point of great consequence to deprive the ei\cmy of 
their remaining strong-hold in the West Indies, which, 
in case of a Spanish war, might be rendered a dangerous 
annoyance as a place of rendezvous, it was resolved to 
renew the attack with a fiJk’ce that was likely to overcome ‘ 
all resistance. Accoj;dingly, a body*of troops, amounting 
to nearly 12,000 men, under the command of General 
Monckton, and a squadron of eighteen ships of flie line, 
commanded by Admiral Rodney, assembled at Barba- 
does, whence they proceeded early in January to Mar- 
tinico. A landing was effected without loss, and the 
• anny proceeded to the town of Fort Royal, which was 
protected by a strong citadel, and by batteries erected 
on two eminences, named Mome Tortensop and Morne 
Gamier. These were stormed and carried with g»eat 
intrepidity ; and on February 4th, the town and citadel 
capitulated. The governor-general of the island, M. de. 
la Touche, having retreated to the capital, St. Pierjie^he 
made preparations for a farther resistance j but on the 
10th, as the British commander was about to emHarS: 
for an attack on that place, deputies arrived to oiler a 
capitulation for the whole islapd.* The reduction of 
Martinico was followed by the surrender of all the, 
dependent islands, which comprised Grenada, the Gre» 
nadines, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Tobago j ^ntf thus 
the whole chain of the f!aribJ»eeS was brought under flie 
British dominion. ‘ , 

The effects of the war with Spain were first felt in 
Europe by the necessity incurred cf underfaking the 
defence of an ancient but feeble ajl^ of Great Britain. 
This was Portugal, a country naturally weak in extent 
and position, and from various circumstances, dechned 
from its former power, and* reduced to a deplorable 
state of inability and disorganisation. ‘ To tiompel it to 
renounce that close conn<!btien wifh England, which 
had so long been a source of commercial advantage to 
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the latter, and of security to the former, and to force 
it into the co'nfederac 5 ^ against her, doubtless appeared 
an easy task to the courts of France and Spain ; and 
should the King of Portugal obstinately retnaih faithful 
to his engagements, tlie pretext afforded thereby of 
conquering liis country, and annexing it to the larger 
portion ,of the peninsula, would not fail to gratify the 
ambitious views of the House of llourbon. Troops 

^he year assembled on the 
commerce of com between 
the two kingdoms was prohibited. On March l6th, it 
jo^nt ifiemorial was presented b^ the ambassadors of 
France and Spain at the court of Lisbon, inviting the 
King of Portugal to join the alliance against Great 
Britain, insisting upon his expelling the English resi- 
dents in Portugal from his kingdom, and no longer 
givpg shelter to the English shipping in his ports, and 
offering to ^rrison his fortresses and maiitime towns, 
in .order to protect them . from the resentment of Eng- 
land. The Portuguese sovereign having returned a 
, conciliatory answer, in which he expressed his deter- 
mination to preserve his ancient alliance with England, 
but to maintain an exact neutrality^ the associated 
poVers delivered a second memorial, in terms still more 
imperious, telling him that “ he ought to be glad of the 
necessity which they^laid upon hiip to make use of 
^his reason, in worder to take the true road of his glory 
^and the common interest.” As his Majesty still re- 
maiiteJ •unshaken, and declared his resolution to con- 
tinue faithful to his diigagemqnts at hny hazard, the 
ambassadors, on April demanded passports for 

leaving the connfry, and soon after, France and Spain 
jointly issued a declaration of war against Pdrtugal. 

No country could be worse prepaid for defence. Its 
army was equally 'contemptible in numbers and tlisci- 
pline j ite fleet was reduced to six or seven ships of tlte 
line and ' a few frigates j« and its fortified places were 
wholljr inoapable of standing a long siege. Iii this 
emoj^ence all its Slope wa# fixed upon the assistance of 
England, which lost no time in transmitting siipplit's of 


were in consequence^ early in 
Portuguese frontier, Und the 
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every kind. No immediate resistance, however, could 
be made to the invaders; and a, Spanish *army, having 
.entered the north-eastern angle of* ■•Portugal, invested 
Mirandaf, of which, in consequence of the explosion of 
a powdei'-magazine, they obtained easy possession on 
May 9th. firaganza soon after submitted Without 
resistance, and in a sliort time the whole of Tnilos 
Montes was overrun fo the banks of the Douro^ A 
second body of Spaniatds, entering the province of , 
Beira, reduced Alqjpida, and proceeding southwards, 
•occupied the territory of],Castell Branco, and approached 
the Tagus. During this time, the Portuguescji* though 
reinforced by British troops, brought to their aid untler 
the command of Lord Tyrawley, had no army in the 
field capable of encountering the enemy in a battle, and 
were obliged to confine their efforts to the defence of 
passes. Lord Tyrawley appears to have been disgusted 
at the want of due exertion on the part of the Portu- 
guese ministers, and returned to England, on, the 
arrival of the celebrated Count de la Lippe Buckeburg 
to take the supreme command of the forces of Portugal. 
A third army of combined French and Spaniard^ 
assembled in Spanish Estramadura, with the int€lTtion 
of penetrating into Alentejo, and making a junction 
with the other armies, which would have brought 
Lisbon into great hazard. In order to frustrate* tips 
design, the Count de la Lippe sent a d§]tachment under 
the command of Brigadier-General Burgo^G, to attack 
an advanced body of Spaniards which lay u* Aialcntfa 
de Alcantara ; the result was ta complete surprise; in 
which' the enemy sustain^c^ considerable loss. The 
Spanish afmy in Beira then made repeated attempts to 
cross the Tagus, which were foiled by the Skill of. the 
Commander-in*Chief ; and the British, troops gained 
additional honour fy the sluprise* of a large body of 
Spanish 'cavalry near.* Villa Velha, directed by Bur- 
goyne, and executed, by .(^olpnel Lee with distinguished 
success. In conclusion, the autumnal r^ips setting in, 
and the invader finding no^ prospect of farther success, 
all the Bourbon troops fell back to the frontiera of 
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Spain, and Portugal was delivered from one of the 
greatest dangers she had ever incurred. 

While the BritisJi administration was thus providing, 
for ^he defence of an ally, they resolved upon striking 
a home blow at the new enemy, in a part in'whicli he 
is peculiarly sensible. The Havanna in the island of 
Cuba is .the centre of the trade and navigation of the 
Spapisli West Indies, and the station of the principal 
, navai force of Spain in that quarter. Its capture there- 
fore woidd lay at oar mercy tljq main resources of 
Spain for the support of a iq^ritime war, and would_ 
ieqd to* any enterprise that might be planned against 
her American possessions. An expedition was there- 
fore prepared early in the year under the command of 
General Lord Albemarle and Admiral Pococke, which 
smlcd from Portsmouth on the 5th of Mai’ch. It was 
joined off Hispaniola by a fleet from Martinico, under 
Sir ilTames Douglas, when the armament consisted of 
ninpteen ships of the line, eighteen small anned vessels, 
and one hundred and fifty transports, conveying 10,000 
land forces, to which 4000 were to be added from 
*New York. The fleet, passing through the Bahama 
strdifs, arrived off the , Havanna on June 5th, and a 
landing was effected without opposition on the 7th. 
The first object was the reduction of the sftong fort, 
Moref, by which the Jiarbour.is protected, and which 
was supposed to be almost impregnable. Prodigious 
(iiflicultieS Were encountered in making the approaches 
and cunning on the works for the siege of this place, 
which were met by tke greatest courage and perse- 
verance on the part of tjie coiflmanders and men, al- 
though a severe sickness was auded to the qther hard- 
ships they*had to sustain. At length, an attempt from 
the town for jts relief having been irostrated, but no 
proposals being y0t*made for Re capitulation, on the 
44th day from the first opoiitions it was 'stormed, 
tlirough a breach made sj^ging a mine, and car- 
ried at the J)^yoRets’ point, the brave governor, and 
tlie second in command, ^risking in the defence. 
Not long after, on the 14tn of August, the city of 



1762. ANK-ALS OF 6E0RGK IH. 17 

* 

Havanna capitulated, and was yielded to tlie victors 
with a district of ISO miles to the west. A richer 
/Conquest has rarely been made. Nftie sail of the line 
and four frigates were taken in the liarbour ; three 
of the lihe had previously been sunk by the enemy, 
and two were destroyed on the stocks ; and the plunder, 
in money and merchandise, w'as supposed to yeach* the 
value of three millions sterling. The glory acqyired 
by this exploit was not in Aripr to ils other advantages. 

It is now proper jto turn our mention to the events 
•of the year in that part of Europe which had so long 
been the principal theatre of military action. * 

The campaign in Germany between the French and 
the Allies, commenced nearly in the same tract which 
had been contended for in the two preceding years. 
• The principal French army, under the Prince of Sou- 
bisc and Marshal d’Etrees, was posted on the Weser, 
where it was opposed by Prince Ferdinand, who lay 
behind the Dymel ; whilst the other French army on 
the Lower Rhine, commanded by the Prince of CTond6, 
was watched by the hereditary prince in the Bishopric 
of Munster. The various and complicated movements' 
which took place within these limits do not adiSft of 
an abridged narrative, and no particular action occii'Wcd 
decisive of the superiority of either party. On the 
whole, how'ever, .the bold and skilful manceuvies pf 
Prince Ferdinand were successful in,recovering the 
greatest })art of the principality of and his 

efforts not being in the least slackened by the %q^roach 
of peace, the last event of tlio war was ihe recapture 
of Cassel, which the Frenclj army had been 'obliged 
tp leave uncovered. 

The fortune of the King of Prusgia in this 'campaign, 
and the incidents connected with it, aRord more in- 
teresting subjects for narratidn. The loss of Schweid- 
nitz and Colberg had "laid that sovereign so much at 
the mercy of his enemies, that there appeared scarcely 
a possibility of his deliverance by <my.,.^!fR)rts of his 
own, when death suddenly' freed hin from orte of the 
most formidable of his roes. Elizabetb, Empress of 

vot. r. 
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Russia, his inveterate enemy, died on the 2d of January, 
and was succeeded by the grand-dukc Charles Peter 
Ulric, of the house' of Holstein, who took the name of 
Petef III. He was a prince of a singular eharacter, 
more German than Russian in his ideas and inclin- 
ations, and one of whose passions was an extravagant 
adm'iration of the King of Prussia. Among the po- 
litical changes with which his reign commenced, one 
• was therefore that of a total *hlteration of the system 
of conduct adopted ny the Russian court towards that 
monarch. In a memorial delivered on February 2Sd' 
to ,the ftiinisters ol‘ the allied courts, he declared, that 
“ in order to the re-establishment of peace he was 
ready to sacrifice all the conquests made by the Rus- 
sian arms during this war;” and not satisfied with 
waiting the slow progress of combined negotiations, 
he concluded a suspension of hostilities with the King 
of Prussia, ' op the Ifith of March. In the beginning 
of May ‘he proceeded to the decisive step of making 
a treaty of peace and alliance with him, in which, 
.without any stipulation for his confederates, he agreed 
to joiii his troops to those of Prussia, for the purpose 
of expelling the Austrians from Silesia. The coin t of 
S*w?deii, now wholly under the influence of Russia, 
aLso signed a treaty of peace with Prussia on May 22d. 

»■ Frederic was not backward to avqil himself of this 
pncxpected^ clttinge in his condition. Plis brother, 
prince Henry, orfMay 12lh attacked the imperial posts 
on th^'^ftbntiers of Saxony, and having obliged the 
AiEstrians to vvacuate Dii^noswjilda with loss, secured 
all that* part of Saxony, v^luch ’"as in the possession of 
the Prussians. The khig himself when joined by hps 
new allics,*’moved U) dislodge Marshal Daun from the 
eminences which connected his army-' with Schweidnitz. 
In this war of posts*the success various ; but in the 
end, Dann, fearing to be cut off from his communi- 
cation jvith Bohemia, fell back* to the extremity of 
Silesia*^ leavuig "Schweidnitz uncovered, which . was 
immediately invesfed by Plrederic. At the same time 
detachnoents of Prussians,- and -the Russian -irregulars- 
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penetrateil into Bohemia, and laid the country under 
contribution. • 

This, tide of success was in some measure checked 
by the extraordinary revolution which took place in 
Russia. The innovating spirit of the new c,zar, un- 
controuled by moderation or good sense, and the ‘open 
contempt wliich he displayed for ail the ancient in- 
stitutions of the cmjTire, had rendered him obnoxious 
to the principal orders' of the F^ate ; and as, under a* 
^ despotic governmetTt, there exists no other mode of 
’ resisting pernicious measures, than by a change in the 
throne, schemes were early meditated for eftedting-. the 
deposition of Peter, The event was accelerated by 
the disclosure of his intention of divorcing his consort 
Catharine, and probably of confining her to a monas- 
tery, whilst he should raise a favourite mistress to the 
imperial title. Catharine, a woman of masculine spirit 
and understanding, was placed by some of her con- 
fidents at the head of a conspiracy, which, joined by 
the body of malcontents, took possession of the person 
of the emperor. He was put under confinement, and 
his death speedily followed, July 6th. The e(3[ipress, 
though a stranger, the daughter of a petty German 
prince, was without opposition elevated to the trt'pne 
of the Russian czars, and invested with all the authority 
annexed to it. -That a* change’of politics with respect 
to the alliance with Prussia would fel Ut>v_ iipon tlus 
event, was to be expected ; accotdingly, Ca tharipe 
immediately declared to the ministers of triSf power 
her intention of recalling, al/ her trodjis which were 
serving with those of Prussia. At the same ’time she 
•professed her pui^pose of observing inviolab|y the peace 
which had been concluded between the two countries ; 
and she caused all the places which had4)een conquered 
from the Prussians tq be restored. When the orders 
for the separation of the Russians fi’om their late allies 
arrived at the camp on Jilly 21st, Frederic, with his 
usual px-esence of resolvci]^tm -ail attack upon 

Marshal Daun before he Could be ajiprized of the 
• circumstance. Falling upon his right wing, which 
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occupied the heights of Buckersdorff, he drove the 
Austrians from their post with considerable loss, and 
afterwards laid close siege to Schweidnitz. In order 
to save that impbrtant place, Marshal Laudohn was sent 
to attacllj: the Prince of Bevern, who, with a 'separate 
corps, was covering the siege. The prince, though 
his force vras much inferior, made a defence which gave 
time for the King of Prussia to cflme <0 h.s assistance, 
‘and Laudohn, placec^* betweeh two fires, w'as routed 
with great slaughter. Schweidnitz w^as obliged to 
surrender on October 9th, its garrison •■cmaining pri- 
^ soners of war. Hostilities were afterwards transferred 
to Saxony, where various encounters took place with 
different fortune between the Austrian generals and 
Prince Henry of Prussia. The last, on October g9th, 
was a complete victory on the part of the prince ; after 
which, Prussian detachments broke into Bohemia, 
Franconia, and Siiabia, ravaging the country, levying 
exorbitant contributions, and spreading terror on every 
side. This was the state of Germany at the period 
tyheu the peace between England and France left no 
other_^pow'crs but those of Austria and Prussia under 
arms. To the narrative of this grc.at event, and rhe 
circumstances accompanying it, v'u shall proceed, after 
a brief notice of some i-emaining mililarv occurrences 
of the 'year in different* parts of the globe, 
r On June_y4t4i, a Frencii squadron of four mer of 
Avar and a bomb vtssel, with a body of troops on board, 
arrivecHff'tbe bay of Bulls, in the island of Nowfbun.i. 
land, and took with littlb r^sistapee St. John’s and iwu 
other forts, destroying tli« stages and inij>lements ibr 
the fishery to a considAible amount. I?' auy neglect 
had occasioned tln« disaster, it was soon repaiicd. 
General Amherst, the British commander in North 
America, on bei)ig 'informed of, the circumstance, de- 
tached Colonel Amlierst and Lord Colville with a hnid 
and naval force to recover the island ; and the troops 
Itaving siicctsofuliy attacked tli6 posts of the French 
near bt. John’s, and*'piepared for an attack on St. John’s 
itself, its commander delivered up the place, and sur- 

IP 
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rendered himself and his garrison prisoners of war. 
The French ships escaped under cover o’f a fog. 

' ' * As soon as the intelligence of the Spanish war reached 
the Fast Indies, an armament was equipped at Madras 
tind '!• the coroinand of Admiral Cornish and , Colonel 
William Draper, for an expedition against Lu 9 onia, 
the principal of the Philippine islands. The force con- 
sisted of 2300 land troops, European and Indjpnjc and 
nine men of war and tiigates ; ‘and the fleet, sailing 
from Madras on AAigust 1st, arrived ofi‘ Lu^onia on 
‘ September IDfh. A landing being effected on the 
24th, the troops marched to the siege of the’ capital, 
Manilla; for the defence of w’hich lO,000of the natives 
had been collected, in addition to a garrison of 800 
men. During the progress of the siege some daring 
attempts were made to impede the advance of the 
works, but were repelled with much slaughter. At 
length, a breach being made in the epemy’s works, 
without any proposal on their part of a caj^itulation, 
the place was taken by storm on October 6th. The 
governor retired to the citadel, where he surrendered 
at disci-ptiun. Although the victors had a rig]it to 
avait themselves of all the privileges of conquest, they 
generously admitted the inhabitants to a capitulation, 
by which Ibeir lives, liberties, and property were pre- 
sen-M'd on the agreement for a,'/a»som of one inillion 
'Sterling. The surrender of the capital* ojiniprehended 
♦haf. of the whole country, with alhthS islands which 
3"e its dependencies. 

Daring the siege of, this plade, the admiral receiving 
information that the galleon <rom Acapulco was arrived 
the entrance of the Archipelago of the Philippines, 
dispatched a man of war and a frigate in quest of her. 
They came up with and capture4 a large ship which 
proved not to be the vessel they expected, but a galleon 
from Manilla, which Had been obliged to put back in 
order to refit after a' storm.* She was however a prize 
of very great value, and made a cotiSidcfable admtion 
to the success of this entei^riee. ^ 

It will appear from the preceding narrative of military 

c 3 
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transactions, that the British administration at this time 
was wanting neither in vigour to conceive, nor power to 
execute designs calculated to bring the war to an ho-* 
nourable termindtion. It is however certain, that early 
in the present year the cabinet began to manifesyiymp- 
toms of disunion, and that a commencement w^made 
of those party animosities and dissensions which have 
so much^ agitated the reign of George III. --^^e pre- 
•ponderating influence ^of the Edrl of Bute ov#’the royal 
mind, which was branded with the kividious'appellation 
of Javouritism, was sensibly iek by ins colleagues in 
offioe ; ifhd it was particularly galling to that ancient 
servant of the crown, the Duke of Newcastle, who now 

P ossessed the post of first conimissioncr of the treasury. 

lis situation was rendered so uncasv, that on Wav 26tb, 
in consequence, it is said, of a direct intimation, that 
the step was expected, he sent in his resignation. An 
ample pcnsioiv was offered him in consideration of his 
past •services, which he declined, with the reply, that “ if 
he could no longer be permitted to serve his country, he 
yas at least determined not to be a burden to it.’! . The 
resigpjition of the office of Lord Chamberlain by the 
Duke of Devonshire soon followed. Xhe Earl of Hard- 
wicRe also retired in disgust ; and several noblemen of 
distinction ranged themselves on the side of ojjposition. 
The vacant place at«th§ head of the treasury, usually 
Qonsidered.jis 4iat of first minister, w'as occupied by 
l,vord Bute, "who Was succeeded in the sccretarvshij) 
by MfT'George Grenville ; but . this gentleman soon 
aftei' exchanged his posf^wijh thg Earl of Halifax, who 
had succeeded Lord Ans»n as first Lord of the Ad- 
miralty. These change? and defections were productive 
of discontents that probably gave some alarm to the 
administration ^ of which it may be regarded as some 
indication, that the King’s ‘speech on the prorogation of 
parliament on June 2d expressed a hope that the mem- 
bers of both houses would continue to diffuse in their 
several counKRB tHht spirit of concord which they them- 
selves had so steadily exortcU. in parliament. The in- 
creat>ed difficulty of continuing the war in the face of a 
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powerful opposition, and the laudable wish of relieving 
the nation from the burdgns uader which it laboured 
■ were motives with the ministers ‘for entertain ina; a 
sincere desire of the return of peace ; and the JBoprbon 
courts concurring in the same desire, it was easy to con- 
vey mutual intimations that a renewal of overtures would 
not be unacceptable. When the French and English 
courts were come to an understanding on this point, it 
was agreed, tliat, in ord6r to manifest a full determin-- 
ation to render the-.^negotiation effectual, a minister of 
’ the highest class shoiikl be appointed on each side : 
accordingly, the Duke of Bedford nominated' by ,the 
King of England as ambassador extraordinary and ple- 
nipotentiary, and the Duke de Nivernois with the same 
character from the King of France, were sent resjiect- 
ively to Paris and London in the beginning of Septem- 
ber. Former discussions and late events had so far 
cleared the way, that preliminaries were signed at 
Fontainbleau on the 3d of November. By this treaty, 
the original cause of the war was for ever removed by 
the cession to Great Britain of the entire province of 
Canada, and of all that part of Louisiana which is 
situated to the east of the Mississippi, together with tape 
Breton, and the other islands in the gulph and rivdf'of 
St. Lawrence. A right of fishery on the banks of 
Newfoundland \vas granted to, the French, with the 
small islands of St. Pierre and Miqueioji^ for the ac- 
commodation of their fishermen. lii tife West Indie.% 
the islands of I'obago, Dominica, St. Vincent,‘"‘^nd the 
Grenades were retained, and those of Martinico, Gua- 
daloupe, Marigalante, Desi»-ade, and St. Lucia, were 
Restored to the French. On the coast of Africa, Senegal 
and its dependencies remained in possession of England, 
and Goree was restored. In th? East Indies, all the 
French factories and settlements' were restored, but 
France agreed to erect no fortifications in Bengal, and 
to acknowledge the Nabob ■ of the Carnatic, and the 
Subah of the Decan. In Europe, Mfno’ sa on one side, 
and Belleisle on the other, xvere' to return to their 

c 4 
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former possessors, aiul the Ibrtifications ol’ Dunkirk 
. were to be demolisl\ed.» 

On the part of bpaiii, ii cession was made to ling- 
land^f East and West Florida, and of all her posses- 
sions tortile east uiul south-east of the JVfississippi, and 
a right was conlinned to the English of cutting log- 
wood on <he coast of Honduras, but without erecting 
any fortification. In return she obtained the rcstitu- 
*tiou of the Ilavannip and afl other conquests made 
u])on her. The King of Spain fiw'ther agreed to re- 
store all the lands, f'ortresses, &c. con(|uered from' 
PoKtugifl. 

The interests of our ally the King of Prussia were so 
far consulted, that a stipulation was made with France 
for the evacuation of Wesel, Cloves, and (jucldres, by 
its troops ; and England and France being now with- 
drawn from the German war, it was thought that the 
remaining Belligerents, Prussia and Austria, miglit settle 
thek^quMTel l>y themselves. 

Such, in substance, was the treaty by which the most 
jixtensive and burdensome, but the most glorious and 
sucqggsful, war, in which Great Britain had ever been 
engaged, was terminated. It was not to be expected 
tfiat in the violent conflict of parties which had now 
commenced, negotiations comprising so many nice and 
complicated points eotijd be br\)ught to an issue without 
leaving nui^i »»atter for political criticism ; and, in fact, 
!ionu* very severe* censures were pas?>ed upon diflerent 
ariiclcirTn the parliamentary debates on tlie subject. 
Bill tlie minis\ry foreseeing tlie impending attacks, had 
preparecl for it. Mr. Fox, thoi gh possessing only his 
former post of paymastSr to the army, was engaged to 
conduct the aftairs of government in the House of Com- 
mons j and by«his abilities, and the support given to the 
court by the great body ol’ the, country or tory party, 
now enlisted under the royal banners, an address was 
voted by a large majority in approbation of the prelimi- 
naries of peiiec, "Yiot withstanding the warm invectives 
of Mr. Pit; and otner mvinbers in opposition. In the 
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House of Lords a similar address passed without a divi- 
sion. Through the nation at lai^e much* dissatisfaction 
prevailed at what appeared a gratuitous renunciation of 
so many hard-earned conquests: yet Inany calm, rea- 
soners were convinced that no solid advantages would 
have accrued from insisting upon higher terms. 

Before the close of the year a treaty of peace was 
signed at Hubertsburg between the courts of Austria 
and Prussia, by which ttie latter*power was left ih pos- > 
session of all the temtories belonging to it at the com- 
mencement of the war? Such was the result of seven 
years of bloodshed and desolation. * , 

In this year, the pai'liament of Paris, without any 
opposition on the part of the crown, issued a decree 
condemning the institution of the Jesuits, releasing the 
members of the society from their vows, and .alienating 
all the possessions of the order in France ; and the ex- 
ample W'as followed by the other parliaments of the 
kingdom, v , « »- 
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Year of George 3 & 4, 

l^ARLIAMENT 2 & 3 . 

Expedition against Buenos Ayres. — ^fVar •with \orth American 
Indians. — Cyder Tax — Resignation of the Earl uf Bute — 
North Briton. 45 .• Prosecution ^ Mr. Wilkes^ and its consequences. 
— Changes in the Ministry. — Death of the King of Poland. — 
Revolt of the Corsicans from Genoa. — Contests between the King 
and Parliaments in France. — FMst Indies. — fVar against Cossim 
Ally Cawn. — Voyages of Discovery commenced. 


Thp^ latest action of the war with Spain, and the 
only unsuccessful one, occurred on the first day of this 
^ear. A joint expedition of English and Portuguese, 
consisting of three frigates and some small-armed ves- 
sels SSnd store-ships, with 500 soldiers on board, sailed 
iff the preceding August from the Tagus, destined 
agUinst the Spanish settlement of Buenos Ayres. It ar- 
rived 'at the mouth, of the Plata in the beginning of 
November, anjl, after encountering much difficulty in 
ascendin^nrtTai gseat river, reached Buenos Ayres on 
Januar 5 w*ist, and steered directly for the harbour. The 
Spjyiiards, who were weil prepared, received them with 
a fierce ‘cannonade ; but {it* length their batteries were 
nearly silenced, and the^uccess of the enterprise seemed 
almost certain, when the commodore’s ship, from some 
unknown accident, twk fire, and instantly was all in a 
blaze. A dreadful ‘scene bnsued, which ended in the 
destruction of the ship, and of ihore than three-fourths 
of her crew, the commander inclilded. The ship next 
m force esca^jpdvith difficulty, and the attempt was 
tOus entirely defeated. . 
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The general peace was proclaimed in March, and 
tranquillity every where prevailed* except at the back 
oi the settlements in North Americsf, where an alarm- 
ing Avar broke out with the native Indians, which, was 
carried oA with various success during the summer and 
autumn. It appears to have taken rise from the 
jealousy of these tribes of the increased power^cquired 
by the English in consequence of their victory ^ver 
the French, and the estiblishment of new forts Ai^hich 
encroached upon tl-ve Indian hunting grounds, and 
Seemed to threaten then) with subjugation. They were 
even led to believe that a plan had been fbraaed^for 
their total extirpation. The Indians on the Ohio, who 
had been particularly attached to the French interest, 
took the lead in the war which followed. A scheme 
was adopted of a general attack upon the frontier 
settlements in the time of harv est ; and it so far suc- 
ceeded that numbers of persons were killed, crops Avere 
destroyed, houses burnt, and all the frontier, coyptry 
of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, from twenty 
miles inwards Avas deserted. Several small fort's were 
likewise taken by the Indians, who proceeded to make* 
attempts upon the more considerable fbrtresseiS of 
Detroit, Niagara, and Fort Pitt. A variety of actidfls, 
in which much loss was sustained, occurred in this 
scattered and irregular warfare,^ but the general ‘result 
of the campaign was that the savages,jwere foiled in 
their principal designs. ■ ' • a • ' 

These remote hostilities were little regardei!^ 
land, where a warfare .pf a different kind soon engrossed 
♦he AA'hole public attention. , The winding up of the 
, ar cxpences, as usually happens, exhibited large 
arrears of debt, which new ffnaqcial measures were 
required to satisfy. Among th(t| ways„and means re- 
sorted to for this purpose*, one ‘was a tax of four 
shillings per hogshead upon cyder,_ to be paid by the 
maker. Although e'quity seems to demand that the 
burdens laid upon the drinkers of be^sf shgijld be equally 
partaken by the drinkejrs of cjrder, j^et in the collection 
of the tax there was this difference, that in the first 
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case, the makers of malt alone, who in general are 
manufacturers for sale, arc subjected to the visitation 
of excise officers whereas in the cyder counties, that 
liquor is the production of every farm and orchard, 
whence it was necessary to arm the officer with 
authority to enter private houses at pleasure. This 
extension of a mode of taxation, in itself unpopular, 
occasioned violent discontents among tliosc on whom 
• the hardship pressed j and thd opposition in parliament 
was rcatly to use the occasion for inflaming the dislike 
with which the administration,, and especially its head,' 
w’a§ vicfwed by a great part of the public, '^fhe cyder 
bill was carried in parliament, though it was opposed 
by a strong division in the House of Lords. Petitions 
against it were presented to both houses by the corpo- 
ration of London, and these proving ineffectual, that 
body petitioned his Majesty to refuse his assent to the 
hill, which, however, passed into a law. 

Affer'having weathered this storm, the Earl of Bute, 
to the general surprise of the kingdom, resigned his 
^place on April 8th, and withdrew into retirement. Re- 
served in his disposition, little calculated to attach 
friends or conciliate enemies, and fonder of private 
tfi^'i of public life, it was not extraordinary that affer 
having attained the highest point of a subject’s am- 
bition, he should with^rS’W from the odium with which 
he was pursjiad, and of which few ministers have en- 
founteren'a larger share. He w'as succeeded by Mr, 
Georg16^renville, and no alteration in the principles 
of “administration appetlre(^ to Result from the change. 
The resignation of l^rd Bute ’ ’as not, however, gene- 
rally supposed to have diminished his influence over hip 
Majesty’s councils, and he and his country w’ere still the 
objects of much virplent abuse. Of this, aprinc^al 
vehicle was^^b periodical ‘publication, entitled, “The 
North Britoft,” first set up as a contrast to “The 
Briton,” a paper written ‘in defence of Lord Bute’s 
(vdministratioia. "IFhe editor of the North Briton was 
Mr. Wilkes, member of parliament for Aylesbury, and 
colonel of the Buckinghamshire militia ; a gentleman. 
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who for several years of this reign, occupied a space in 
the political annals of the country, for A^hich he was 
solely indebted to the mistaken measures of his oppo> 
nents. ’ * , 

The North Briton had long rendered itself distin- 
guished by the virulence of its attacks on the admi- 
nistration, without attracting its notice, till,, on the 
appearance of the 45th. number, which containsd a 
direct charge upon the Ifing of uttering a tiilsehobd in 
his speech from th**; throne, a general warrant was 
issued on April 2(jth by»Lord Halifax, one of the prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, commanding tlie apprelipn- 
sion of the authors, j)riuters, and publishers of that 
seditious and treasonable j)aper. In consequence, the 
house of Mr. Wilkes was entered in the night by three 
King’s messengers, who searched his paj)ers, and 
seized his person, when, alter examination at the 
Secretary’s office, he was committed to the Tower. A 
few days after, being brought, by habeas corpus, l^jlbre 
the Judges at Westminster-hall, he was discharged on 
the ground of privilege of parliament. A prosecution, ^ 
however, was immediately instituted against hirn by* 
the Attoi ney -general ; atul in the mean time he was 
dismissed from his command in the militia, and Lofd 
Temple, as his friend, was deprived ol‘ the lieutenancy 
of Buckinghamslyre. C)n the pteeting of Parliament, 
a message was sent to acquaint the Homs^of C'onnnons^ 
with the measures that had been takcAi •ffitli’ respect t<> 
Mr. Wilkes, and the obnoxious number of tlnv* North 
Briton was laid befbr,p itj^on* which, the paper Was 
voted to be a scandalous aivi seditions libel, Ind was 
ordered to be burnt by the common hangman. When 
the Sheriffs of London proceededt to execute this .sen- 
tence at the Royal Exchange, a gi'eat jiw>b assembled, 
by which tlie magistrates were grossly insulted. A riot 
ensued, which was the commencement of those }ioj)ular 
commotions that long attended upon every transaction 
relative to the contest between Wilkes and tlie 
government. He thenceforth came to be regarded as 
the champion of the people j and that it was not the 
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lower class alone who cspou.scil liis cause, was proved 
by the negative put*in the Common-council, ons.a 
motion for returning thanks to the Sheriffs for their 
spirited conduct in executing the order of Parliament. 
Mr. Wilkes obtained a legal victory, which was of 
greater public consequence. Having brought an action 
against the under Secretar)' of State for seizing his 
papers, and tlic cause being tried before Lord Chief 
' Justice Pratt and a special jury, he obtained a verdict 
in his favour with 1000/. damages. The Judge in his 
charge, explicitly declared his opinion against the 
legality of general warrants, or those in which no 
names of persons are specified. Nome journeymen 
printers who had been imprisoned on the same account, 
also brought actions and obtained damages. Mr. 
Wilkes himself, who had been severely wounded in 
a duel by Mr. Martin, late Necrctary to the Treasury, 
which laid him up for a considerable time, and thereby 
prevented him from appearing in Parliament to answer 
to the charges made against him, on his recovery with- 
,.drcw to Prance. 

'Liie death of Lord Egremont in August gave rise 
to a negotiation for the purpose of effecting a coalition 
liptWccn the leaders of the contending political parties; 
but ij; w’as soon broken ofl‘; and the Earl of Sandwich 
^succeeded to the vacant Secretaryship. The Earl of' 
«Egmont w^sjiaced at the head of the Admiralty ; and 
♦the ministrv^va? strengthened by the appointment of 
that pSwerful nobleman, the Duke of Bedford, to the 
post of president of thb council The House of Com- 
mons voted, in contradiction to the decision of the 
court of Common Pl^as, that privilege of ParliameHt 
does not extend to the case of libels ; and addresses full 
of loyalty wes'e presented Jo the King from both houses 
of Parliament, and from vanoup public bodies. 

The most important public evqnt on the continent of 
Europe in the present year, was the death, on October 
.'?th, of AugUbtii^lII. Kin^ of Poland, and Elector of 
Saxony, who had lately Tetumed to his electoral domi- 
nions, whence Ihe events of the war had banished him 
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for six years. Immediately after his decease, his eldest 
son and scccessor to the electorate, declared himself a 
• candidate for the crown of Poland,’ and was supposed 
to be countenanced by the court of Vienna ; bu,t he 
was carried oft’ by the small-pox a few weeks after his 
lather. 

In this year the Corsicans, under their gallant leader 
Paschal Paoli, sustained with great vigour their strug- 
gle lor independence a<^iinst tha Genoese, over \t'honi 
they obtained a con«iJerablc victory. Their cause was 
popular with the English nation, as being that of 
freedom; but the ministers, on the application » of , the 
republic of Genoa, thought proper to issue a royal 
proclamation, })rohibiling all his Majesty’s subjects 
from afl’ording succour of any kind to the inhabitants 
of Corsica, “ in rebellion against the said republic.” 

This year was also the commencement of those con- 
tests between the court of Prance and the parliaments 
of that kingdom, which greatly contributed to fpster 
that spirit of liberty and resistance to arbitrary power, 
whence such extraordinary consequences have since 
resulted. The King having in April issued ati edict 
lor the; conninuance of some war taxes, and the imposi- 
tion of others, aiul for certain regulations respeedflg 
the redem])lion of the crown debts, the difterent par- 
liaments ref’used.to register th^oan^ and made strong 
remonstrances on the subject. The covj^, thereupon;^ 
sent the governors into the provincas ’Witli orders to 
register the edicts by force ; but the parliameiste, par- 
ticularly those of llougn, Toulouse, and Grenoble, per- 
sisted in their opposition, aryl even issued decrees lor 
the apprehension of the governors on account of their 
arbitrary proceedings. , 

During the course of this year, ^a war was maintained 
in the East Indies by the*^Enghsh Company against 
Cossim Ally Cawn, whom they themselves had made 
Subah of Bengal on' the deposition of Mecr Jaifier. 
The difterence first arose from cert^ lav^trictions im- 
posed by the Subah on the Englisn commerce in his 
dominions ; and although President Vansittart had 
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concluded a treaty witli Cossiiii, acquiescing in the 
duties imposed by bin? on the inland trade carried on 
by the Company’^ servants, the council of Calcutta, 
in J^n. 1763 , •declared their refusal to abide by it. 
Mr. Amyatt, who was sent to the Subah in* order to 
obtain better terms, was massacred with his suite on 
his return to Calcutta, which outrage produced a 
decl^u'ution of war against Cosciin in Hic month of 
July; and a proclamation fo# restoring the .deposed 
Jafficr to (he .Subahship. An army took the field com- 
manded by Major Adams, whp was joined by Major* 
(Jarnaoi; and marching to Moorshedabad, that capital 
was attacked and taken by storm. A battle was fought 
on August 'id, on the j)!ains of Geriah, in which the 
Company’s troops, though greatly outnumbered by those 
of Cossim, obtained a comjdete victory. The conque- 
rors then proceeding to Monghecr, it was surrendered 
to them on Otdober 11th. 

Patnatwas fhe ordy place now remaining to Cossim, in 
whidi he had posted a large garrison. He there dis- 
played his barbarity, by ordering the murder of near 
'200 English prisoners in cold blood. This atrocity was 
revenged by Major Adams, who, advancing against 
the- place, took it by storm on November 6th. Cossim 
hdd now no other refuge than the territory of Small ul 
llowlU, Nabob of 0;.Mie, and Vizier tp the Mogul, who 
received the ^gitive, nut refused admission to any of 
Ihis troops. * "iK.is^was the .stale of affairs in that quarter 
at the««ih)se of the year. 

•Jn this year a conmiencemqpt was made of tlio.se 
voyaged of discovery whiqh hai'c so much distinguished 
the reign of George HI. Two of those expedition^, 
under the commantj, of Captain Byron, and of Captains 
Wallis and C^ineret^ set sail from England duiring its 
course. * * 
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Year dr George III. 4 & 5. , 

I^arliament 3 & 4. ** 
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> Marriage of Princess Augusta to the Hereditary Prince of Brunsxidch 
— Farther Proceedings against Mr, Wilkes. — Motion against Gene- 
rat Warrants. — financial Measures. — Duties on Foreign Otfods 
imported into the American Colonies. — Dismissal of Mililary Offi- 
cers for their Votes. — Election of' a King of Poland and King <f 
the Romans. — Murder of Prince Ivan, — Treaty bctvneen Genoa 
and France relative to Corsica. — Treaties of Peace with the North 
American Indiana . — War in the East Indies. 

On the Ifith of January the Princess Aygiista, eldest 
sister of his Majesty, was married to the Hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick-Lunenburg. 

The parljamentaiy year commenced with further 
proceedings against Mr. Wilkes, whose total disoom- 
dture appeared to be an object of the highest import- 
ance in the eyes of the ministers. As he still remained 
in France, his non-appearance to the charge against 
him before the House of Comitrons for writing the- 
North Briton N® 45, was voted, on Janu^ 19th, a con-, 
tempt of the House ; he was found guiitj^f the charge^ 
and . after a long debate, was expeUed from hiS'seat in 
parliament by a large majority. ’ On the Same day, ■' on 
the motion of liOrd Sandwich|« a complaint was brought 
against him in the House of Lords lor violating the 
most sacred ties of religion, as well as decency, by 
printing in his own house a ^ook or pamphlet, entitled, 

‘ An Essay on Wojnan„* with notes ot remarks to which 
tlie name of a Right _^Rev. Prelate (Warburton Bishop 
of Gloucester) had been scurrilously ,^ffixed. On this 
account the rfouse voted him gui/j^ of 'a breach of 
privilege, and also voted an address to his Majesty, to 
direct a prosecution against him in the King’s Bench, 
vox., r. , , i> 



170 L ’ 


.Si ^^NNALS’^Or GEORGE III. 

I 

which was instituted on the double charge of libel and 
blasphemy. Whilst this attack injured his character jji 
the opinion of all the sober supporters of his cause, the 
sinisjier artifices made use of to obtain a copy of a work 
which was privately printed with no intention ol' public 
cation, and the choice of an accuser at least as notorious 
for licentiousness as the culprit, gave general olfenee. 
Th< 4 . final result was, that Wilkee, not choosing to ap- 
pear'to the indictment, was at Ihngth run to an outlaws y, 
and the suits which he hail conunenced against tlie 
secretaries of state were of com se annulled. 

In tfebruary a motion was made in the House of' 
Commons by Sir William Meredith, to declare “ that a 
general warrant for apprehending and seizing the 
authors, printers, and jnihlishers of a seditious libel, to- 
gether w'ith their pajiers, is not warranted by law.” 
'file introduction of this proposition was very embar- 
rassing to the ministers, who, while they did not choosi- 
to (Jetesd th*c legality of general warrants, were im- 
willing to be shackled by a direct determination of thi- 
'^loint in paiiiamcnt. At the same time the argument?, 
'lor the motion w'erc so strong and pojmlar, that no 
better mode was found for defeating it, after a If ig a h 1 
afihnated debate, than an adjournment of the qiiestioi;, 
which was carried by much less than the usual minis 
lerial* majority. TU« agitation of tips subject proved 
highly interesj^g to the public j and the city of I.oudou 
Voted its fre^orat in a gold box to Lord Chief Justii e 
Vratt, iir which expression of gratitude to the opponent 
of'g’cneral w’arrants it was imitated by the city of Dub- 
lin, anti various other prhicipal places in the two king- 
doms. 

Although ministers might be regarded, rather as 
having sustaUied a ^defeat, than as havipg been vic- 
torious,^ thLs point, yet they^ retained their credit in 
the ge^^al administration of affairs, and particularly 
iu the financial arrangements of *the year, which were 
M) contrived tlt^aise the necessary supplies for extin- 
guisiung a remaining debt cbntracted on account of the 
wai vvitlioul the iiupositiou of any new taxes. It i*- 
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true, llio proposed ways and means underwent const-' 
*lerab(G censure from the oppdsitign writers, es})ecially 
that part wliicJi consisted in tlic appropriation of a sur- 
j uis in ,t!ie sinking fund. It was a much more Impor- 
ta.ii circumstance, though little attended to at tlictime, 
that the phui was in this year opened ofoasiiig the bur- 
dcic of Gieat Britain by taxes imposed upon, the 
\'o: ;h American colo’jies. In March Mr. Gi’cnville, 
j)i posed lo the House of Commons a variety of re- 
solutions respecting new duties to be laid on foreign 
goods imp()i-ted inio the colonies of North 4'^crica, 
which, as commercial regulations, passed with little 
notice. For levying them, tlie naval commanders ap- 
pointed to the American coast were sworn to act as 
rcA'cnue officers, the result of which was the seizure 
at)d condemnation of many ships and cargoes, without 
any power of redress in that country. At this time a 
very beneficial, though irregular, corameite.wsis carried 
on between the British West Indies and the French and 
Spanish colonies. By an act moved for in April this 
travle was in some measure legalized, but was at the 
same <ime burdened with such heavy duties, and laid 
nndi : ,i h severe restrictions, that it was almost tc- 
di., pi a nullity, to the great detriment of the colo- 
ir.st.v And as if to add to these causes of disaffectioq, 
•.(> the mother-country, the minister procured a resolii- 
tum t<»r raising a direct revenue from _^h]^olonies, ana’ 
propo'icd to their consideration a stamp tax, .with the 
oiler, however, of substituting^any othej|; equally pro- 
diictiv'e, which they might prefer. These nieasuivs were 
resisted on the part of the Americans by associations 
against the use of British manufactures, and for the en- 
couragement of their own. * ^ 

Amidst these threatening3»for’fflturity, the ministers 
felt thehiselves possessed of so mtich present strength, 
that they did not hesitate to display their power in the 
face of the nation by the dismissal rfj several military 
officers of rank who nad displeasedwo comt by their 
votes on the subject of general warrants. 

On the European continent one of ihe most inter- 
» 0 ‘3 ■ 
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csting poBticaL occurrences was the election of a King>oi* 
Poland. Among the pbwers of Europe there were two 
parties, one of which wished that the throne ixiight be 
filled'by a foreigner, the other by a native. Of the lat- 
ter were Russia, Prussia, and Turkey, which prepared 
to support their preference by force of arms ; in conse- 
quence, 'an army of^ Prussians entered Poland and 
marched towards Warsaw, w[ulst the tvyo others as- 
‘ sembled troops on their respective frontiers. The per- 
son on whom the choice of these' potentates fell, was 
Count Poniatowski, a member ‘of an illustrious Polish 
family, and a particular favourite of the Empress Catha- 
rine. A party ai’osc against this foreign nomination, 
headed by the house of Radzivil, and the crown-general 
Count Branitzki, and the usual tumultuary proceedings 
taking place at the first elective assembly, the dissen- 
tients withdrew from the diet, and afterwards took up 
arms to assort the national freedom. They were, how^- 
ever7 det'eated by the Russians, and Poniatowski was 
elected (if so it could be termed) on September 7th, 
under the name of Stanislaus Augustus. 

Another election, which took place without the least 
opposition, was that of a King of the Romans, in the 
person of the Archduke Joseph, who was crowned at 
Frankfort with great solemnity on April 3d. 

A remarkable atuT* tragical incident occurred in this 
^ear near Pet( 53 iburg. Prince Ivan, the son of Antony 
Prince jjf Brunswick Wolfenbuttle and the Princess 
Anne of Mecklenburg, was proclaimed Emperor of 
Russia fi>n the death of Aane Iwimowna in 1731). He 
was then in his cradle, ajjfd'the Fiincess Elizabeth having 
gained possession of the throne, Ivan was deposed, but 
suftered to live in. aif obscure condition. Catharine, on 
her succession, placed hun. under a guiurd in the^ fortress 
of Schlusselburg, giving strict orders that no one should 
be sufforaijl to see him. A bold derign was formed by one 
.Miro^i^, a lieut^mant, of* setting this Prince at liberty,, 
at^ptiacing liim ^'tho head of a conspiracy against the 
Empress j and after tampering with some soldiers of the 
garrison of Schlusselburg, he proepred himself to be {>ut 
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on guard out of his turn. On July 15th, “ every thing 
^eing prepared, he led his partisans to thi attack on the 
guard of Ivan, and having been repulsed, he brought 
up a piece of cannon to force an entraince to his apart- 
ment. The conunanders of the guard, who conceived 
themselves responsible for the security of the Prince’s 
person, finding no other way of defeating the attempt to 
carry him off, caused "him to be put to death ; an^then 
producing his bleeding body, exposed it to the view of* 
tlie conspirators, exclaiming “ Here is your Emperor, 

• let him now head you I” Struck with horror and de- 
spair, Mirowitz and his associates immediat.^y.. sur- 
rendered, and he afterwards sufiered death for fiis at- 
tempt. Of this tragedy the Empress reapeil the fruit, 
but there seems no reason to believe that, as some sus- 
pected, it was the result of her contrivance. 

The republic of Genoa finding itself unable to con- 
tend with success against the Comican, malcontents, 
concluded a treaty in August witli the King of France, 
by the tenor of which seven battalions of French troops 
were to be sent to Corsica for four years, where they 
were to occupy four towns in order to secure them for 
the republic, but without being engaged in the war 
against the islanders. In November, the principaPof 
the malcontents assembled at Bastia to deliberate on 
the expected arrival of thes^ ■troops, when among 
other resolutions, Paoli was commissioned to make a 
respectful remonstrance to the FrenGff King, reprer 
•senting the injury that would be done to the Corsicans 
by sending over forces at jthe‘ time tliey wete on the 
point of expelling their enemies from the island j and 
plso to engage other friendly powers to inteipose their 
mediation with that King in favour of Corsica. 

December an edict was registereeV in the Parlia- 
ml^nt of by which the King of France for ever 
aboli^d ,the society of Jesuits, permitting, however, 
the individual members to reside in the country under 
subjection to their spiritual superi^s, fud putting a 
stop to all criminal proceedings against any of them. 

The war with th^ savages in America was in this 

V 3 
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year, though not extinguished, yet greatly limited in 
extent. In tile month of Ai)ril, Sir William Johnson 
concluded a treaty with the Senecas, one of the hostile 
tribe* of tlie Iroquois ; and in the autumn, the con. 
federate tribes between Lake Erie and the (Ihio were 
induced to submit on the advance into their country of 
Colonel Bradstreet from Niagara, and of Colonel 13ou- 
quet' from Philadelphia. 

* Th*c East Indies presented ’during this year an ex- 
tension of hostilities between the English Company and 
the native princes. Cossira Ally Cawn, who had taken 
sheltoi“fin Sujah Dowla’s dominions, was not at first 
openly countenanced by that Nabob, but by liis own 
activity and influence was enabled to bring a body of 
troops into the field, which cut ofl* a small party of 
English. This success induced both the Nabob and 
the Mogul King Shah Zada, to declare in his tav'our, 
and to support his cause by bringing into the field an 
army of‘.')0,0f)0 men, with a large train of artillery. 
Major Adams d5'ing about this time. Colonel Hector 
Munro was scut to succeed him in the command, who 
immediately marched with about 9000 men, of whom 
a small proportion were Europeans, to meet the enemy. 
C'qming up with them at Buxar, a place about 100 miles 
I'.bovc^ Patna, he attacked them on October 23d, and put 
4liem totally to the -tout with the loss of 60(X) left on 
the field, 130 pieces of cannon, and their tents and 
piilitaiy" storeSt"" ^Phe Mogul, after this action, threw 
himselfil'nder the protection of the English, and signed 
a f scaty >fith the Comprfny jjn the camp. An attack by 
Major Monro on the fort«of Cb-'-nda Geer having been 
repulsed with considerable loss, he encamped with hi? 
army under the waD* of Benares, where he remained to 
the close of tlie year.. 
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Speech.'^ Discussion on Colonial Tajcation, — Kind's Indispo- 
sition^ and Regency Bill, — Change in the Ministry . — Death of the 
Duke of Cumberland , — Annexation of the Isle of' Manm'^^^'*4tecep- 
tion of the Stamp Tax Bill in America, — Death of the Emperor of 
Germany, — Resistance of French Parliaments to the Crotm, — 
War in the East Indies, — Lord Cliv>es Return thithe7\ — Treaty 
with Sujah Dowla, — Mog^il corfers the Dewanee (f Bengal ^ S^'c. 
on the English Company, — Deaths of the Dauphin of France, of 
Prince Frederick William, and of the Chevalier dt St, George, 

In the King's si)eech on the (gening (rf the 'Session of 
Parliament, January 10th, the disputes with the colo- 
nies were slightly alluded to, by expressing his Mmesty’s 
reliance on the firmness and wisdom of both iJouses, 

“ in promoting that obedience to the laws, and resj^efc 
to the legislative atathorily of this hingdom, which is ^es- 
sentially necessary to the safety of the whole.” , 

A renewed attempt was made i» the same month, 
the opposition in the House of Commons, to procure - 
resolution against the legaHty ofgeneiBlVarrants, which 
was productive of a copious debate ; but in the cnii, 
the decision of tlie point yas* eluded by the previous 
■question. ' • 

, The highly important topic of colonial taxation was 
brought under discussion early imtlie session. It has 
been mentioned that the resolution of htying a stamp 
duty on the colonies Jiad been postponed in its efibet 
in order ip give them time to propose any other scheme 
of taxation which t*hey might prefer. None of the 
colonies, however, had authorised thfeir agents either to 
consent to a stamp ttix or td offer a compensation for it ; 
and some of them had transmitted petitions to be pre- 
. . i> 4 
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scntcd to the King and both Houses of Parliament, 
directly callinfg in qgestion the jurisdiction of the 
British legislature 'over their properties. Very warm 
and ^strenuous <(lebates ensued in Parliament ’ on this 
head ; and argument was exhausted in proving on one 
side the reasonableness of the conti’ibution of America 
to the general expences of the empire, and the natural 
right, of a mother-country over .her colonies ; and on 
the Other, the necessary connfretion, in a free state, of 
representation with taxation, and. the injustice of a 
power of taxing others, exercised by a bodjr whose own ' 
burthfj>s were to be relieved in proportion to the weight 
of those they imposed. The point, however, was not 
to be decided by argument ; the ministers were resolved 
upon carrying the Sttimp Act, and it passed into a law 
on March 22d. 

During this period his Majesty had been labouring 
under an indisposition, now generally understood to 
have, been of the same nature with that which has so 
deeply afflicted the latter years of his reign. On his 
recoveiy he went on April 24th to the House of Peers, 
and made a speech to the parliament, in which he said, 
that “ his late indisposition, though not attended with 
daTiger, had led him to consider the situation ir^ which 
his kingdoms and famUy might be left, should it please 
4orod fo put a periocLto^his life, whilst ^his successor was 
yet of tender yeai's.” His Majesty therefore proposed 
^o their consW..-Mition, whether it would not be ex- 
pedient to vest him with the power of appointing from 
tinte to time either the “qu^en, or any other person of 
the royfll family, usually ^’esiding in Great Britain, to 
be guardian of such siK^essor, and regent of the king- 
dom, assisted by a^council, till the successor should 
come of age. ^- Itf coi^equence of this recommendation, 
a bill was oroifght ihto the House of X.ord^ framed on 
the plan of the Regency Act of the 24th of the late 
king, in the discussion o£ which); a ch>ubt arising as 
to the question, *\^^ho were the royaj family? it was 
explained by the law lords' to be the descendants of 
George II., in which construction Xord Halifax, sccre- 
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tary of state, readily concurred, deciding it to be 
agreeable to the royal intention.* AVhen, however, the 
'bill came to the House of Commons, a member, who 
was a confidential friend of the Earl of Bute, m^e a 
motion to insert, after the name of the queen, that of 
the Princess-dowager of Wales, who otherwise was 
excluded from the regency by the above construction. 
The bill passed wnth* this amendment ; but it .Soon 
appeared that the prior omission of the Princess-dowager 
greatly indisposed tht mind of his Majesty against the 
'ministers, and it was resolved in the secret cabinet to 
make overtures to some of the leaders of opposititjff for 
the formation of a new administration. 

At tlie latter end of May, the Duke of Cumberland 
(the king’s uncle) held a conference with Mj-. Pitt anti 
■ Lord Temple, in which he acquainted them that the 
king had determined upon changing his ministers, and 
wishing to engage them and their friends in his service. 
When conditions, however, came to be treated of, the 
conference proved unsatisfactory. The ministers being 
apprised of this liostility against them in the inner 
cabinet, resolved to keep no measures with the court. 
Mr. Stuart Mackenxie brother of Lord Bute, Avas dis- 
missed, without any reason alledged, from a lucrative 
post which he held in Scotland ; and the Duke of 
Noithumberland, .who had marriedPa daughter of lA)nl * 
Bute’s, and Mr. Fox, his steady advocate jn parliament,'" 
were discharged from their places. A^urther attempt’ 
to engage Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple haAdng failed, 
the Duke of Cumberland nggociated with the Duke' of 
Newcastle the arrangements for a new administration, 
Avhich were carried into effect early in July. By this 
disposition, the Marquis of Rockingham was made first 
lord of the treasury, the Duke of ^afton and General 
Conway secretaries of state, Mr. Dowdeswell chancellor 
of the exchequer, Lprd Winchelsea president of the 
council, and the Duke of Newcastle, lord privy seal. 
Lord Northington was continued in*^the |)ost of chan- 
cellor, and Lord Egmont at tUe head of the admiralty. 
The subsequent elevation of Lord Chief Justice Pratt 
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to the peerage, sufficiently indicated the political com- 
plexion of the ne\y; ministry. 

On October 31st the Duke of Cumberland suddenly 
died, in the 4.5111 year of his age, much regretted by 
the nation in general, on account of the ‘'generous 
manliness of his character, and his attachment to the 
princijilcs of the constitution. 

Tb this year the Isle of May irrevocably annexed 
to the crown of OrAit Britain, and rendered subject 
to the revenue laws, its sovereignty having been pur- 
chase, from the Athol fmnily. 

Tlie most important circumstance relative to the 
state of the British empire, which occurred abroad 
dining the jirescnt year, was the manner in which the 
inlclligence of the passing of the stamp act was re- 
ceived in the North American colonics. As soon as it 
reached Boston, the ships in the harbour hung their 
colours half-mast high, the bells were rung muffled, and 
the act’was printed with a death’s head, and cried in 
tlic streets under the title, “ Folly of England, and 
ruin of America.” Publications of various kinds ap- 
peared, to inflame men’s minds against the measure, 
aKd exhort them to unite in resisting it. The flame 
spread Irom one extremity of the continent to the other, 
and every where the act was treated with the utmost 
"indignity, and its Sbthors with the. severest sarcasm. 
•‘Of the persQ^s who came from England to act as dis- 
•tributors of stamps, some were obliged publicly upon 
oath to renounce all concern with them, and others 
thought proper to returik Several residents in the 
colonies, who were suspfected as agents of the British 
government, and enemies to American freedom, had 
their houses burnt down, and their property destroyed » 
or plundered.*' Tlipse violences were not coniined to 
the lower classes, but many of the better orders of 
society mingled with* the popujacc in their tumults. 
The provincial ,asseinbliek declined to give advice to 
the governor^ on this occasion, and refused to sti'cngthcn 
their hands by acts of Authority. They even avowed 
their hostility to the act, and established committees 
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to correspond with each other, concernipg the general 
.affairs' of the colonies. In coiftcqijcnce of these pro- 
•ceeding^, on November 1st, the period when the act 
was to take place, not a sheet of stamped papcj' was 
to be met with from New England to Carolina, except 
a small parcel which the governor ol‘ New V'ork had 
surrendered to the corporation of the place so that 
all business, which <?oqJid not be legally carrie<jf*on 
without stamps, was at a stand, ‘the courts of justice 
were closed, and thef ports were shut. The merchants 
'in several of the colonies made solemn engagements 
with each other to order no more goods Iroin threat 
Britain, and even not to dispose of such as were sent 
them upon commission, if not shipped before the first 
day of the year ensuing. Societies were formed for 
the cncourjigcment of home manufactures, and markets 
were opened for the sale of them ; and various resolu- 
tions were entered into for lessening 4he wants of 
families by the promotion of industry and frugality. 
In short, the colonists seemed determined to make the 
experiment how far it was possible to go in resistance 
to what they considered as a tyrannical imposition,' 
short of actually renouncing their dependence on lj)(^ 
mother-country. In the West-India islands, the staiup 
tax, though unpopular, forced its way in consequence 
of their more direct connection with Great Britain. 

The events in the American colonies w,ere adverted • 
to in the king's speech to parliament oii *l5ecember 17th, • 
as demanding the most serious attention of that j^s- 
sembly, with the promise oftlaymg before* it the,fullfest 
accounts of them as soon as the expected information 
fsom different parts of that country should arrive. 

Of the occurrences on the European continent, one 
of the most memorable was tlie dee|,th of'the Emperor 
of Germany, Francis I..on August 18th, who was suc- 
ceeded on the imperial throne by his son Joseph II. 
fhe late emperor acted only &. second part at the court 
of Vienna, as husband to the Empreifs Midria Theresa j 
-and hi'j successor, during tlie life of his mother, was 
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only a nomin^ co-regent of the Austrian states, and 
inherited no patrimonial dominions. • » 

In France, the ’parliament of Britany having been' 
dissolved for its contumacious opposition to the will of 
the court, a commission of 60 members was appointed 
by the king, with authority to act in its room. A severe 
prosecution was at the same time instituted against 
thd*^isplaced members ; but when sentence was about 
to be pronounced upon them, it was thought proper 
to show lenity, and letters of amnesty were granted in 
their favour, with an injunction to ilicm of retiring td 
theiy'cstates. Meantime the other parliaments of the 
kingdom liad supported their cause with great vigour, 
and made spirited remonstrances in their behalf. The 
parliament of Paris having distinguished itself in these 
proceedings, the king, on March Sd, unexpectedly 
coming to the metropolis, went immediately to their 
grand chamber, and held a bed of justice, in which he 
express&d himself in the most authoritative style, and 

f )rohibited all associations among the different par- 
iaments. 

In the East Indies, Major Monro being recalled, 
tine command of the British army lying at Benares 
ttevolvcd upon Sir Robert Fletcher, a major in the 
company’s service, who broke up 'bis camp in January, 
and marching towards, the enemy, they retreated, and 
.finally took to flight. He then determined upon a 
•renewed attaciP of that fort, before which his pre- 
decessor had been foiled ; and its garrison being mu- 
tinous /or wdnt of pay,' it ivas surrendered at discretion 
by the governor. Sir Robert r. jxt proceeded to Eliabad, 
the capital of the Cforrah country, situated on tlje 
Ganges, of which <.he made himself master. Abont 
this time, thd restored Sqbah of Bengal, Meer 
dying, left his authority to hjs son Najim ul Dowla, 
who was waited upon by a deputetion froin.>&e council 
at Calcutta, anj^ in Fenrliary was proxjfumed at Moor- 
shodabad. *Maj<V Carnac now arriving to take the 
cg^raand of the army, he made thi^ proper dispositions 
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to secure the conquered territory, and, in the latter 
Nend of April crossed the Ganges for the purpose of 
cqiposing oujah Dowla. That nabob, tliough deserted 
by the^Iogul, supported himself wUh vigour, 'and 
engaged *a body of Mahrattas in his service. The 
English general, however, bringing them to an action 
on tlie 20th of May, they were totally roifted and 
driven across the Jhnma. Sujah Dowla thereon 
resolved to throw himself on the generosity of his in- 
vader ; and having llrst permitted the fugitive Cossim 
lo escape, he surrendeped himself to General Camac, 
with no other stipulation than that of awaitiiig"»the 
decision of Lord Clive respecting his fate. 

Tliis celebrated commander and statesman had been 
prevailed upon by the Company to re-visit India, in order 
to settle their embroiled aftairs. Previously to his 
arrival, the English council of Calcutta, having decided 
the succession to Jaffier’s subahship, in favour of his 
son Najim ul Dowla, against his grandson, by dn elder 
son, made a treaty with the young prince, by which 
they eased him of the trouble of keeping up an army, 
which they took upon themselves, on the payment of 
a portion of his revenue for that purpose. They al.90 
insisted upon his discarding his prime minister and 
favourite Nundcomar, who had held the same. post 
under his father, 'and receiving, ih' his stead a person 
nominated by the Company ; and by these means Ben- 

f al was in effect brought under the Bri&sb dominion. * 
lOrd Clive arrived in India on May Sd, bringing wifh 
him full power to act as commadder-in-chihf, president, 
and governor of Bengal. There was also a power 
lodged in a select committee, consisting of his lordship 
and four other gentlemen, to determine in all cases 
without dependence on the, couaqil. He presently 
set out for the army, with authority from the commit- 
tee, in conjunction wil;]i General Carnac, to conclude a 
treaty with Sujah Dowla. It was foupd expedient to 
restor(; him to his nabobship^of Oud (4 and at the same 
time to satisfy the Mogul, by obtaining for him a more 
ample revenue, wliich might enable him to march to 
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Dohli, and Ifilce possession of the capital of the empire. 
TJiis was effoctcfl by jissigning. him a small territor/ 
out of .Siijah Dowla’s dominions : ami in r^-tnrn, the 
Mogul, confcri’cd on the Company the Detf annce, or 
collection of the revenue of the provinces of Bengal, 
Buhur, ami Orissa, with the reservation of* an annual 
tribute* to hiinselfi and a sum for the inaintcnam’.c of 
thT5. .Snhah, and the CN})oncps”of his iionsf^hokl. In 
this manner the En^ish C]!ompaiiy I'apidly advanced to 
tJie sovei’cignty of tfiat part of India. 

'J'lic concluding month of tiiis year was rendered re- 
mafiJIiblc by the death of thite persons connected 
with royalty. On December ‘20th died the Dauphin 
of I'Vance, at the age of d6 years. He was a prince 
of a benevolent cluuacter, and of exemplary piety, but 
little known in public life. 

On the 28th, died in his l6th year, Prince Frederic 
William, younger brother of his Majesty. 

.James irancis Edward, known by the title of the 
Chevalier de St. George, son of KingJ amesIL, died at 
Rome on the 30th, in the 78th year of his age. ^ By his 
consort, Maria Clementina, daughter of Prince Sobieski, 
W left two sons, Charles Pldward Lewis, the adventurer 
(if 174 . 5 , and Henry Cardinal York. He was interred 
in the church of the Holy Apostles at Rome, with all 
the insignia of roySlty-. • 
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^Petitions to Parliament rcspeciing^ America. — Declaratory Act, ami 
Repeal the Stamp Act. — Repeal of the Cyder Pax. — Pill for 
Free Ports in the West Indies. — Resolution against General War-^ 
rants. — Dissolution of the Rockingham Administration y and new 
Ministry. — Mr. Pitt created Earl of Chatham. — Riots. — Embargo 
on the Exportation of Corn, — Advance in the Dividend of the East 
India Company . — Opposition of French Parliaments to the Court. 
•^Execution of Lolly. — Insurrection at Madrid. — Dissensions in 
Poland. — Insurrection in Sweden. — Death if the King of Den* 
markyand Marriage of his Successor . — Prince (f Orange assumes 
the Stadtholderate of the United Provinces. • 

The meeting of parliament on January 14th, was 
opened by a speech from the throne referring al- 
most solely to the dispute with the colonies, now 
become of so much serious moment. The tables »f 
both houses were soon covered with petitions irom 
the most considemble commercial tind manufacturing 
towns in the kingdom, complaining of Uie great decay 
of trade consequent on the new laws 'and regulations ■» 
made for America. They stated that large sums were 
owing to Great Britain from tfie colonies, which the 
latter declared themselves uii!ible to pay, on account 
of the taxes and restrictions laid upon them, that nu- 
merous bankruptcies had been the result, and that 
the utter ruin of many branches of trade was to be 
feared, unless some alteration were made in tlie system. 
A petition was also presented from Jamaica, setting 
forth the evils which had attended the imposition of 
a stamp tax, by the assembly of that islancf, and which 
bad therefore been suffered to ’expire. Pelitions also 
were transmitted from Virginia and Georgia, relative 
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to the same subject ; the other colonies preserved an 
ominous silence. This- spirit of petitioning was not dssi 
pleasing to the ministry, who had determined upon the 
repeal of the obnoxious tax ; but the subject was at- 
tended with considerable difficulty. 

The Grenville ministry who had laid the tax, were 
of course adverse to its repeal, as a measure of pusil- 
larttiuity which would cncouri^e' the colonies in future 
resistance to the authority of the mother-country. 
They who w'cre convinced of the Necessity of the repeal, 
divided upon the principle concerning tlie right of tax- 
atiowT Some, who were the smaller number, absolutely 
denied tlie existence of such a right where taxation 
was not accompanied with representation, contending 
that the two were inseparable in a free constitution, 
and that the maxim “ that no man shall be taxed but 
by himself or his representative,” was fundamental in 
the plan of .British liberty. Of this opinion Mr. Rtt 
was Olid of the most strenuous supporters ; and in the 
warmth of debate he did not hesitate to exclaim, “ I 
rejoice that America has resisted; three millions of 
people so dead to all feelings of bberty as voluntarily 
to submit to be slaves, would have been ht instruments 
to make slaves of all the rest.” But tlie greater num- 
ber, ^imong whom were included the ministers, would 
by no mcaus admit .this abstract 'proposition, and 
brought many arguments from historical fact to prove 
•that it had ndf been acted upon, and with respect to 
thp colonies, that they had always been regarded as 
bound, by e^ery regulation of the British parliament, 
and that the protection *they received was a sufficient 
ground for a right of taxation. So conformable was 
this idea of superiority to the general sentiments of the 
members ofue IJause of Commons, that upon the 
question being put, a declrration of the power of the 
legislature of Great 'Britain ov^r her colonies in all 
cases whj^lfsoeveir, 'ms caVried without a division, the 
ministem^anU opijposition agreeing upon this point. 
Uponlh^ resolution a dbclaratory act was framed and 
passed, which at the same time condemned in strong 
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terms the resistance made in America to the orders of 
gsvernment, and annulled all the yrocccdings of the 
colonial ^assemblies derogatory to the aiitliority of par- 
liament. This assertion of supremacy was, howfiver, 
immediately followed by a repeal of the stamp act, 
carried by a majority of 275 to 1()7. The bill being 
brought up to the House of Lords by above mem- 
bers, it encountered’ a^vigorous opposition in jthut 
assembly, but was ])assed by a mhjority of 31<, and on 
March 18th received ’the royal assent. This event was 
‘hailed by the general joy of the trading jiart of the 
nation ; and the satisfaction with which it Avas received 
in America was little inijiaircd by the ileclaratory 
act. 

The repeal of the cyder-tax was another sacrifice 
made by the present ministry to the desire of rendering 
their administration popular. It was followed by a bill 
for opening free ports under certain restrictions' in 
different parts of the West Indies ; by regulation’s taking 
off some of the impediments to which the commercial 
system of the colonies had been subjected j by a modi- 
fication of the window-tax, rendering it easier to the 
lower and middle classes ; and (what was more import- 
ant in a constitutional view) by a parliamentary resa- 
lution declaring the illegality of the seizure of 
persons and papers by general warr^ts, except in cases 
prescribed by direct statutes. The minisfers had the 
further merits of concluding an advantageous com-*' 
mercial treaty with Russia ; of settling a long contest 
with the French court relatitie to bills issue’d in Canada, 
the payment of which had beefl refused j and of making 
a.progrcss in bringing to a termination the matter ot‘ 
the Manilla ransom, which the subterfuges of Spain 
had thrown into neglect. lt,appeai;ed, however, that 
the spirit of their administration, approved as it was by 
the nation at large, by no means concurred with the 
sentiments of those whose favourable, opinion is es- 
sential to the stability of men in office.* Overtures 
were made by the confidential bablnet to some leading • 
persons for the fonnation of a new ministry j and on 
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July 30{h the. public was surprised by tlie aunoiuice- 
raeiit of the follow^jisr •changes : tlie Duke of Graftou 
at the head of the 'rrcasur}% in the rooin of the ?'Iar- 
quis bf Rockingliam ; the fcarl of Shelburne one of the 
Secretaries of State, in the room of the Duke 'of IMch 
mond; Lord Camden (Pratt) Lord Chancellor, in th.o 
room ofLord Northington ; llightllonourabloC/rowns- 
heinj Chancellor of the Exch^qiier, in Lite room of du- 
Jliglit Honourable W. Dovvdeswell ; and the Righ.t 
Honourable William Pitt (now faised to the title ot 
lOarl of Chatham) Lord Privy Seal. It was to ihe 
hontJfJr of the retiring ministers that they bargained 
for neither place, jrension, or reversion, for themselves 
or their friends ; and the public esteem for the character 
and conduct of the Marquis of Rockingham was tes- 
tified by numerous addresses presented to him on In'- 
resignation. Of the new ministry. Lord Chatham v. as 
regarded as 4:110 former and head ; and it was no small 
diminution of his popularity, that he had lent his in- 
fluence to tlie overthrow of an administration whicli 
had hazarded their seats by the support of principles 
similar to those professed by himself. 

In the autumn, tumults and riots broke out In varioui- 
ports of the kingdom, in consequence of the high price 
of provisions, and it was found necessary^ in sever.; i 
places to call in ‘military aid for .their suppression. 
Many liveswjere lost, and a special commission was irsui d 
••for llie trial oT’the apprehended rioters, which acted 
with all the lenity that the case would allow. Guvern- 
inhnt qt the 'same time Vook measures for remedying tlic 
evil, one of which was fife laying of an embargo on the 
exportation of wheat, by the royal authority^ parlia- 
ment at that time* being in a state of prorogation. 
When that *^assenibly met, a bill of indemnity was 
brought in for the ^rotcePon ,of all persons who had 
acte<l iti obedience to the act of council ordering the 
etnbargo, ©■orn ,any pro.sfccution which might be insti- 
tuted againsfthem op that account. It being remarked 
as an omission in the Hill,* that no indemnity was pro- 
vided for the advisers of the meawire, but only for its 
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cxct'iit(ji-.s, ail amendment was projioscd fov the pur- 
d'iiis occasioned warm debates, especially in die 
ui‘ Lords, where it appeared ‘very extraordinary 
! - Lords Camden and Chatliam taking tlie »liigh 
' , . ’ i‘i‘ prerogative, and arguing for a suspending 
i .'the crown, whilst Lord Mansfield took tlic 
Ci .. ground of' tlie law and constitution. The 
> iiiieius of the latter preponderated, and thc^'^iiU 
.eJ ill ils amended form. • 
rile aiigmentation*of the revenues of the East India 
’Company, conse(|uent upon the treaties with the native 
[iriiices concluded in the last year, jiroduced long 
I'chaU's dining the summer and autumn between the 
din ii:id llie ])roprietors of’ India stock, relative 

io 'he ■ xpediency of an increase of ilividend ; and 
1 was at length voted by a great majority, that it 
lioiild be raised from six to ten per cent. A great 
ah aiicc in India stock was one result of this measure j 
and atiother was, that a message was sent fronr'govern- 
ment to the Company, intimating an intention of taking 
its ali’airs into public consideration. 

'fiii' yea I was marked by internal commotions in 
vai oms j'.'iti of Europe. In France, the rising spirit 
<i| l.hertv, so conspicuous in the late proceedings of tlje 
\) Ji (ii'i'i ts, still maintained a contest with the arbitrary 
p(A\ei’ ol’ the court, though supported by no other 
sire- gth than that of opinion. In March, the parlia- 
ment of llouen sent a grand deputau’On* to the King, 
ibr the [)ur])ose of rcmonsti'ating against the treatment 
of tlie j^arliament of Britapy.'* Having ‘in their re- 
monstrance reminded the king of Jiis coronation oath, 
in terms insimiating a compact between sovereign and 
people, his Majesty, in his answer, alluding to it, dis- 
claimed their interpretation, by ■^saying,-' “ Tli^ oath, 
which I have taken, pot to the nation, as you take 
upon you to assert, but to God a?one — In Brilany 
itself, the spirit of fesistante continued unsubdued. 
The counsellors of parliament refused <^0 obey the 
King’s express order that they should resume their 
functions ; alleging that the oath which they bad 
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taken to their« parliament, would not permit them to 
plead before the cqmmission appointed to supersede it. 
For this contumacy they were jiunished by a cpminaiid 
that their names should be included in the list, of drafts 
for the militia ; and those on whom the lot fell were 
obliged to join their battalions, and the rest to act as 
the city guard. The tragical end of Count Lally, the 
lateM^Vencli commander in IhCtEast Indies, was another 
subject of public interest in France. This unfortunate 
man was tried before the parliament of Paris, after tiu’ce 
years’ imprisonment for his misconduct in India, t() 
whicir the ruin of the French affau'S was attributed. 
He was capitally condemned, and was executed three 
days anei", being gagged at the place of execution. 
Though a man who had always acted under the in- 
fluence of ])ride and passion, which had led him to 
violent and imprudent measures, he was by many re- 
ganled as a victim to party and private enmity. 

Madrid was in this year the theatre of commotions 
more serious and daring than could have been expected 
under an arbitrary govenunent. The King, whose 
French education and long residence in Italy had alie- 
nated him frosn Spanish manners, and given him a jirc- 
posscssion for foreigners, had brought with him to the 
crowR of Spain a number of Italian favourites, and had 
given his confiden.cd to^the Marquis of Squillaci, whom 
•he had made, his prime-minister. Being persuaded to 
^indcrtakc the arduous task of new modelling his nation, 
I'.o, published a severe edict against the wearing of flap- 
ped I'.ats and'long cloaks, i!ie favourite costume of the 
Spaniards. A young gdhtlenun, on March i^dd, .ap- 
pearing near the palace in the prohibited dress, was 
stopt by a centinel,<«id drawing his sword, upon giving 
a sign|fc a munber pf pcojde assembled to his assistance. 
They were fired u])on by the ^Valloon guard, and several 
were killed. On the'tbllowing day, they re-assembled 
in great numberj, attacked aiid overpowered the guard, 
t'ud then prot'ecdiug to the, house of Squillaci, cJitircly 
demolished it, and pursded the Marquis himsclli who 
had fled for safety. The riot on the next day took the 
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form of a regular insurrection. A very riunierous body 
■went to the royal palace and demanded to see the King, 
who at length appeared in a balcony. The insurgents 
requirctf of him to dismiss his Italian ministers, to 
repeal all the late obnoxious edicts, and to promise a full 
amnesty on account of what had taken place. His 
Majesty found it expedient to comply with these con- 
ditions, on which the ^iojiers dispersed, and Madrichbe- 
came entirely tranquil. On the ilext day, however, the 
King withdrawing \Vitli his guards to Aranjuez, the 
populace became more iHriousthan ever j and, placing a 
guard round tlie city to prevent any one from lea\ ing it, 
sent a deputation to Aranjuez to complain of the King’s 
suspicion of their lidelity, and to request his return. 
He declined this proposal, but granted a general j)ardon, 

■ and promised to send away Squillaci and his family. 
That minister accordingly set out under a strong escort 
for Carthagena, whence he embarked .for Naples. 
Mutinies afterwards took place in other cities of Spain ; 
but the general rcsiUt appeal's to have been a reflux of’ 
loyalty, and the King, after an absence of eight months, 
returned to Madrid, where he was received with general 
acclamations. 

In Poland, religious bigoti’y was in this year the 
cause of dissensions highly dangerous to the internal 
tranquillity of that ill-constituted state. The dissidents 
of the kingdom, under which name are included all 
the separatists from the Roman Catholic ch’urch, liaving, 
undergone many oppressions, applied to the courts of 
Petersburg, Rerlin, Great jBritain, and Denmtn k, • as 
guai'autees of the treaty of* Oliva, to employ their 
mediation with the King and republic of Poland in their 
favour. The treaty in question had secured to the dis- 
sidents the free exercise of their puftlic wofship, and the 
continuance of such privileges as they had before pos- 
sessed j but, during ^hc variety 6f changes which had 
occurred in the Polish government since that period, 
the predominant party had framed several* constitutions 
by which the privileges of thfc dissidents were much 
abridged. The mediating powers, in consequence of 
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this application, jiroscntcd memorials in wliicli a recur- 
rence to the spirit,of tlie treaty of Oliva was strongly- 
urged ; whilst, ,on the other hand, the Polish .majority 
insisted upon the observance of their laws, ofvyhich the 
above-nieiitioned constitutions wore now a part. On 
the opening of the ilieton September 1st, the Ilishop of 
Cracow,* after declaring that, by the law's of the kingdom, 
nori'ven the tolei'ation of thciij.wdrship could be granted 
to the dissidents, and 'that they had violated the laws by 
applying to foreign powers for protection, read the plan 
of a law to jirecliule the cont’essiou to them of any 
privileges which they did not now possess ; and asking 
W'hether it would be agreed to by the two chambers, he 
was aJiswered by a general acclamation. In the mean 
time, a body of Russian troops advanced towards War- 
saw, and the mediating pow'crs renew'cd their decla- 
rations in favour of the dissidents. A strong memorial 
was deliveroil to Prince Rejmin, the Russian ambassa- 
dor, against the entrance of the troops ; and the diet, in 
great heat, demanded that the Bishop of Cracow’s pro- 
posal should be signed. Tumultuary proceedings tbl- 
lowcd, during which the King and the Prince primate 
retired from the diet j and at length the Bishop’s plan 
was again read, approved, and signed. On the last day 
of sitting, November 29th, the diet seemed to have 
recovered a degree' of calmness, and a resolution was 
passed, assuj;injT in respectful terms the ministers of the 
'mediating powers that the dissidents woidd be main- 
tajned in all the rights, and prei’ogativcs to which they 
wdre U;gally* entitled. On* the same day the e{)iscopal 
college signed nine g,rticles, oy which the dissidents 
were allowed the free exercise of their worship in aft 
the places where •they had been permitted to erect 
churches, and in their ow'n houses where there were 
none j but were however laid under various restrictions 
denoting a^very imperfect toleration. 

In .Sweden, the jniblic peace was for a shoi’t time 
disturbed byVnhisurrectioii of some peasants, in rosent- 
iuent of the exclusion o'fone of their members elected 
to the diet. It was presently fpielled W'ith no other losi. 
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of lives than the execution of some of the ringleaders. 

• The Swedish diet made a number of economical regu- 
lations for relieving the financial ’’difficulties of the 
country. ' • 

On January 14th, died Frederic V., King of Denmark, 
in his 43d year, greatly regretted by his people. lie 
was succeeded by his son Christian VII., who being 
already affianced to • the ' Princess Caroline Matikla, 
sister of the King of GreM Britain, the marriage' was 
celebrated by proxy at St. James’s on October 1st. 
The nuj)tials took place jn Denmark on November 8th. 

The Prince of Orange having arrived at the jiroper 
age, assumed, on March Sth, the administration of 
the United Provinces, as perpetual Stadtholder, amiiist 
general rejoicings. 
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Land-tax reduced. — Conduct of the Assemb)^ of Neto York. — Tram- 
actions between the East India Comparhy nyid Gox:^rnment. — Indirect 
Taxation of the American Colonies, and consequent Discontents. — 
Divisions in the Cabinet, and Alterations in the Ministri^, — Death 
of the Duke of York. — Expulsion of the Jesuits from Spain, France, 
and Naples. — Confederacies in Poland. — Marriage of the Stadt- 
holder . — Success of the Corsicans. — War between the East India 
Companij and llyder Ally. 


It had becu customary, after the termination of a 
Avar, to Withdraw any addition made to the land-tax 
ill sii])])ort of it, and reduce the tax to its established 
Tate ; but, since the last peace, it had been left at four 
shillings in the pound, that there might be no necessity 
of laying imposts which would aggravate the burdens 
pressing upon the lower classes. The country gentle- 
men, however, becoming impatient of this innovation, 
-a strong effort was made early in the l^ession of Parlia- 
ment to revive the former usage ; and a bill for reducing 
4he land-tax Irdlh four to three shillings in the pound 
passed by a considerable majority, in opposition to the 
ministry^; a cibfeat which w*s supposed to bode ill for 
their durability. * 

A discontented spiril still prevailing in the Northi 
American colonies, .the assembly of New York had 
taken upon them to^ set asijle the provisions of an Act 
of Parliament for supplying the l/oops in barracks with 
necessaries, and to substitute regulations of their own. 
When th^ circumstance w&s reported to Parliament, it 
gave rise to m&ny debates, and measures of rigour were 
proposed by some of the members. The ministers, 
however, took the more lenient but decisive mode of in- 
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troducing .a bill by which the governor,, council, and 
assembly of New York were prohibited from passing or 
giving assent to any act of assembly for any purpose, till 
they had* fully complied with the terms of the Aet ol‘ 
Pax'liament. This measure proved effectual. 

The most important matter in which Parliament w.as 
engaged during this year related to the concei ift of the 
East India Company. * It^ has already been mentioned 
that the ministers had given them* an intimation of its 
intention of taking dognizance of their affairs, and a 
committee of Parliament had been appointed for that 
purpose. Orders were subsequently made to lay before 
Parliament copies of their charters, their rieaties with 
the country powers, the state of their revenues, and ex- 
penses, their coiTespondence with their servants, Sec. 
in the course of this enquiry, various questions wore 
discussetl, among which was the important one (which 
has never yet been decided) respecting, the ^right of the 
company to their territorial acquisitions. Whild things 
were in this state, a general court of East India pro- 
prietors was held. May 6th, at which the dividend for 
the ensuing half year was declared at six and a quaiter 
per cent. ; at the same time, proposals were agreed ujxon 
to be offered for coming to an accommodation with 
parliament. Of these there were two sets, the second 
of which consisted»ofa specific payment to the public of 
100,0001. a year by half-yearly payments for three years, 
with an indemnification tor any loss the revenue might 
sustain by granting the advantages which the compar^y 
required in the tea trade. *This was accepted par- 
liament, with the sole differente of limiting the agree- 
ment to two years instead of three, and a bill passed on 
June 12th, upon these terms. • 

A message from the ministry to .the general court 
recommending it to the jCompany to make no augmen- 
tation of their dividend, till their aftkirs had been further 
considered of, failing of its effect, two bijls were bioiight 
into parliament, one, to regulate the qualifications for 
voters in trading companies, the other to regulate the 
making of" dividends by tiie East India Company. The 
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last of these bills rescinded the act of the Company 
which had declucod increased dividend, and bound 
them not to raise their dividends beyond ten j>cr cent, 
till Ihe next meeting of I’arliaincnt. This was j)roduc- 
tive of very warm debates, and some of the ministers 
themselves joined the minority in their opposition to the 
bill. The Company petitioned against it, and to ward 
olf -the blow, offered to restxict themselves from any 
farther increase of dividend during the term of their 
agreement with goveinnieut. The measure was, how- 
ever, persisted in, and the bilKvas carried through both 
houses in face of a strong opposition ; the majority in 
the up])cr house being only 59 against 44. Of the dis- 
sentients 19 joined in a very energetic protest, one 
article of whicli touched upon the assumed supposition 
in liie bill that the right to the territory accpiired in the 
East Indies was notin the Company, but in the public j 
and declared it highly dangerous to tlie property of the 
subject, and unbecoming the justice and dignity of the 
house, by extrajudicial opinions, to call into question 
the legality of such a possession. 

The project of raising a revenue from the American 
colonies being still entertained in the cabinet, an indi- 
fcct mode of effecting it was proposed by the Chancellor 
of tKc Exchequer, Mr.C.Townshend, which consisted in 
laying a tax upon certain necessary articles imported by 
them from t!ii^ country. A bill was accordingly intro- 
' duced into parliament for imposing duties on glass, 
p^per, painters’ coloqrs, and tea, imported into the 
colonies from Great Hritaiti. . It passed with general ap- 
probation through bQth bouses, and received the. royal 
assent in June ; but when the measure was made knot/n 
in America* it revived the former discontents, being re- 
garded as a kindv <Jf experiment, preparatory to futtire 
more burdensome financial regulations. At a public 
meeting of the inhabitan^ts of Boston in October, reso- 
iutioift werq entered into lor the encouragement of home 
manufactures, and the promotion of frugality, by le- 
st raining the use of foreign superfluities j and similar 
rt'soluiions were adopted in the other colonies. On the 
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whole, it was manifest that a spirit of resistance to the 
cohtroul of the mother country Was gaining ground in 
North America, which every new excrti9n of authority 
only tended to exasperate. '* 

During the course of the summer, divisions in the 
ministry became apparent. Lord Chatham, who, tliougli 
nominally at the head of the administration, h'ad, to- 
gether with his popularity, lost much of his couse- 
quence, was reduced by ill health ’to a state which ren- 
dered him entirely incapable of business ; and no leader 
remained of weight cncAigh to give steadiness to the 
vaccilating frame of government. Soon after the close 
of the pariiamentaiy session, proposals were made from 
the court to the Marquis of Rockingham lor a coalition 
with the existing ministry, but the negociation proved 
jueftectiial. A treaty was then opened with the Bed- 
ford party, which was also abortive ; and the death of 
Mr. C. Townshend in September still farther debilitated 
the adminisrtation. At length, without any fundamen- 
tal change, new members were taken in, by which dif- 
ferent interests were united. 'I'he chancellorship of 
the exchequer was occupied by Lord North, son of the 
Earl of Guilford; and Earl Gower was made lord pre- 
sident of the council. • 

The Iiigh })rice of provisions continued during this 
year to occasion *much distress,* and excite tumults in 
various parts of the kingtlom. , 

'file Duke of York, next brother to his Majesty, 
being attacked by a fever wKjle inakin^j the tour of 
Italy, died at Monaco on September J7th, in the SJf/th 
year of his age. 

•The most remarkable event that occurred on the 
European continent in this year was the expulsion of 
the Jesuits from Spain, and. froiif Naples and Parma, 
the Italian States dependent on that kingdom ; and, sub- 
sequently, from France. ^ 

On the night of March 31st, the six houses of Jesuits 
in Madrid wei’e surroundcd.by detachments of troops, 
which, having obtained admittance, j)laced a centinel 
at the door of each cell. The Jesuits were then 
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ordered to rise, and being apprised of the King’s com- 
mands-, were *pnt, with their travelling necessaries, ■ in 
hired carriages rfcady in waiting, and early in the 
moivjing began their jonrney to Carthageim under a 
strong escort. On the third day after, th6 .Jesuits’ 
college in JJarcelona was invested by the civil and 
military power, and the members were sent oft* in the 
sau'C manner as those of Madrid ; and, at the same hour, 
sintflar measures were put iVi execution in every part 
of Sjiain where the Jesuits possessed establishments. 
Sliips were provided for theft embarkation for Italy, 
and orders were sent to all tlie sea-ports for a strict 
watch to be kept tliat no .Jesuit in disguise slioidd ship 
himself for tlie Sp,anish Indies. The King then pnb- 
Jislicdiiis pragmatic sanction, or ordinance, for their cx- 
pidsion. Without alleging any other reason than his 
royal pleasure, the temporalities of the society were 
declared seized to the King’s use, with the reservation 
of small life annuities to the priests who were natives, 
■which, however, were to bo fbrl’eited upon ijuitting the 
state to whi<;h they were transported, or if any indi- 
duals. of the society should write any thing derogatory 
to the submission due to the King’s resolution, or at- 
tempt to excite any disturbances on its account. Many 
other articles of great rigour were inserted in the ord- 
nance, which was drayvn up in the most arbitrary style. 
The court of Home had not recovered its astonishment 
, at the new's V)f this event, before transpoi’ts, convoyed 
by Spanisli men of war, arrived at Civita Vecchia, having 
oh board 97ft Jesuits. 'Tlj,e Pope having refused to per- 
mit them to be landed, tJ ey were sent to Corsica, 
where, after much defnur, and great suffering, they were 
at length disembarljed. 

In May the parliament of Paris published an arret, in 
which the .Jesuits were declared foes to sovei'eigns and 
to the tranquillity of states ; and all of them, who had 
been allowed the liberty 6f continuing in France by the 
edict of IT'S*!', were now ordered to quit it within fifteen 
days, and were forbidvlerf to return on any pretext 
whatever. The King Avas also to be requested to apply 
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to the Pope for the total abolition of' the.society. At 
Na'^ilcs the storm fell upon them in, November ; and 
from thaf; city, and every part of the. kingdoms of 
Naples an,d Sicily, tliey were ‘ conveyed to the Pope’s 
territories ; an outrage of which the court of Rome 
justly complained. The orders of the King of Sjiain 
respecting them had been conveyed to the American 
colonics ; and in July, llujse of Mexico, to the number 
of' 70(), were suddenly arrested, and placed under con- 
finement till ships could be provided for their deport- 
ation to Europe. Their •conCscations in that rich jiro- 
\ incc are said to have amounted to an immense sum ; 
and the temptation of such prizes out of their property 
in New and Old Spain was thought to have been no 
small inducement to the severe measures taken against 
them. 

The dissidents in Poland having no confidence in the 
moderation of the Catholic clergy, began early ,in this 
year to form confederacies in different parts of the 
kingdom for the preservation of their just rights and 
pi i\ ileges. The first act for this purpose was signed 
in March between the nobles and citizens of the Greek 
cinirch, and the two Protestant confessions of Lithu- 
ania. Another confederacy was entered into at Thom; 
in the same month, among the discontented Polisli 
nobility, which wa? acceded to by the cities of Thorn, 
Elbing, and Dautzic. For their support tjie Empress 
of Russia sent a strong reinforcement to her troops 
already in I’oland, with a declaration that orders had 
been given them to act offensively against alf who rlioul'd 
attack the confederacies. The* King of Prussia trans- 
mitted a vigorous remonstrance respecting the manner 
in which the dissidents had been treated, arijj their con- 
federacies were also encouraged by’tbe courts of Eng- 
land, Sweden, and Denmark. On the other luuid, the 
Roman Catholic nobility of Pofand and Lithuania 
formed numerous confederacie's, many pf v'hicli, how- 
ever, had ])olitical rather than religious objects in view, 
whence they bore the name of’Malcontents. Of the 
Catholic confederacies Prince Radzivil, who had suf- 
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fci’ed from hifj opposition to the election of Poniatowski, 
was elected marshal f and a coalition between the 
general confederacy of the raaJcontenls and tliat of the 
dissidents took ])Iacc in* September, in that prince’s 
palace. In order to reconcile the different parties, 
and ])reventa civil war, a general diet of the kingdom 
was asSemljled at Warsaw in October ; but the warmth 
wfch which the ])retensions^ of the ilissidents were 
op])osed by some of the catholic magnates and prelates 
frustrated all attempts for conciliation. In the mean 
time, tlic Russian troops were/idvancing upon Warsaw, 
which at length they closely invested; and some of 
their detachments entering the city, arrested the 
Bishops of Cracow and Kiof with some nobles of their 
party, and sent them prisoners into Russia. At the 
following meeting of the diet, after violent tumults, 
it was agreed that a commission should be appointed 
to settle tbc affairs of the dissidents, under the medi- 
ation of Russia, and a temporary calm was restored. 

The Prince fStadtholder of Holland was in this year 
married to the Princess Royal of Prussia; an union 
afterwards productive of important political conse- 
quences. 

. The Corsicans, under the conduct of Paoli, having 
effected a landing on the island of Capraia, belonging 
to the Cenoese, lirid jsiege to its principal fort, which 
surrendered in May, after a long defence. 

In the Eiist Iiulics, a war commenced between the 
English Company and a new' foe, Hyder Ally, which 
in th^ sequl'l involved tli^^j Company in great difficulty 
and immense expensed! This adventurer, from the 
condition of a private soldier, raised himself by his 
courage and talenjls to the rank of a pow'erful prince, 
and became masfee of ji considerable portion of the 
Malabar coast, lie had ‘nflivenccd the Nizam of the 
Decan to renounce his alliance with the Company, and 
unite with hiiijself iti a* war against it. On the in- 
telligence of this event, the council of Madras sent an 
army into the field, Under the command of Colonel 
Smith, who, on September 26tji, brought the confedcj alc 
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forces to an engagement near Trincomalee, and en- 
tii«ly defeated them. The Nizajn thereupon deserted 
Hyder, and concluded a treaty with'the Company, b)* 
which I16 ceded to it the Dewannee Of the Balagat 
Carnatic.* Hyder withdrew to a mountainous tract, 
w^here lie maintained himself, and by the superiority 
of his cavalry frequently intercepted the su])pl:e.s sent 
to the English army. • 
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Year of George III.* 8 & 9. 
————•Parliament 7 & 1. 

* 

Additions to the Ministry • — Petition East Iidia Company . — Affair 

of the Duke of Portland. — Irish Parliaments limited to eight Years. 

— Dissolution of Parliament and Election. — Affairs of Mr. Wilkes. 

— Riot in St. George's Fields. — Death of Princess Louisa. — Fer~ 
meni in the Colonies. — Differences hetvoeen Massachiisets Bay and 
its Governor . — Tumult at Boston. — Lord Chatham resigyis^ and 
other Changes in the Ministry. — Affairs of Poland. — War hetivee??. 
Russia and Turkey. — Differences beVween the King and Senate off 
Sxioeden . — emission of Corsica to France by Genoa . — Dispute hetxoeen 
Parma and the Court off Rome . — Other Slates join against the Pope. 

— W(w in the East Indies. — Institution off the Royal Academy of 
Arts. — Cook's first Voyage. — King of' Denmark visits England. 


In the month of January the ministiywas consolidated 
by the ajipointiueiit of Lord Weymouth to tlie post of 
.secretary of state, in the room of General Conway ; 
and of the Earl of Hillsborough to that of secretary of 
state for the colonies, .a new office, w<hich the increased 
importance of colonial affidrs was thought to render 
' expedient. 

, The restraining act, with respect to East India di- 
vident|s, ha’/ing nearly expired, and a bill tor its renewal 
being brought into pj,rli4men;, the Company presented 
a ])ctitiou against it, in which they strongly pleaded 
their right by*chaijer to declare their own dividends, 
and engage's, to ipaike np increase which should not 
be amply justified by the state of their affairs. The 
bill, howe\jar, notwithstanding a^ warm opposition, was 
carried in both^houseJs b/ a great majority. 

A motion ■^nade in the House of Commons for leave 
to bring in a bill for‘ quieting the subject against 
obsolete claims of the crown, excited considerable 
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ititorcst, botli in and out of parliament.. It was oc- 
casioiu'il by the following circinnhlaiK^e. The Portland 
family ha,d, in consequence of a grant fi;om King W il- 
liam, been more than JO years in po.ssession of *the 
honour oi’ Penrith, in Cumberland, with its appur- 
tenances, wliicli last had been regarded as including 
the l<)rest of Inglewood and manor of Carlisle, tlioiigh 
not s'pecilicaily mentioheil in the grant. In the stuh- 
mer of 17<>7, Sir .James Lowther presented a memorial 
to the lords of the Injasury, .staling, that he had be.cn 
inl'niuied tliat this forest and manor had been long 
w ithheld from the crown, and praying for a lease of 
ids rvlajesty’s iiiterest in them. The surveyor general 
of Clown lands having given his opinion, without eon- 
.<ulling the ei'owu lawyci's, tliaf ilrese jrreudses were 
sriil invested in the crown ; the Duke of Po.'iiand pre- 
sented a memoiiai to the ireasiny board, praying to 
ho heard hy eoimsel in deleuec of his title,* before any 
proceedings were held, in consequence of Sir 'James 
l.ov, iher’s application. He was informed that no steps 
slioiiM be taken to his prejudice without a full inves- 
tigation of tlie matter ; but wldist the duke’s agents 
v.'cri' employed in the neco.ssary researches, he received 
a letter from the secretary of the treasury, acapiaintiug 
him, that the grant was passed, and the Uascs to Sir 
James were .signed. Nothing now ' remaineil for the 
duke hut to stop its progress in the exclip(|U(*r office, 
where he had entered a caveat ; the chancellor of the 
exchequer, however, being applied to for the purpost;, 
made answer, that he could »dt withhold the ijcal of 
his office against a direct orcil'r from the treasury to 
affix it. 'Ibis was the state in winch the allair was 
brought before pailiament, where it .occasioned a warm 
discussion. A motion was iT\ade, tlje object of which 
was to introduce as an amendment oi’ the law' of 
James I. which declared that the quiet enjoyment of 
property for 60 years before' the jjasfng of that act 
should bar all claims of the crown, the co’nversion of 
tins fixed prescription into z.mocmg limitation, making 
fk) years’ possession a bar against such claims in all 
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future times.' The ministry found no better method 
of getting rid of tl>e Inotion, than by a postponement 
of it to the next session, which they carried by a 
majbrity of 20 only. A bill to that effect, , however, 
passed in t])e following year. 

During the winter, a popular bill passed the Irish 
parliament, for limiting the duration of the parliaments 
or. that kingdom, which hitherto had only been ter- 
minated with the demise of the crown. It was fixed 
at - eight years, and as their sittings were only every 
second winter, four sessions ‘only were allotted them 
for the transaction of business. 

The metropolis was much disquieted in the spring 
by riots, particularly among the sailors and coal-heavers, 
in which many lives were lost ; and several of the per- 
petrators afterwards suffered by the hand of justice. 

Parliament w'as dissolved on March 10th, and the 
kingdom was for a considerable time kept in a ferment 
by the election of a new one. Party running high, 
the electioneering contests were unusually violent, and 
in many places very serious disorders occurred, Mr. 
Wilkes, who had been almost forgotten, was again 
brought into public notice on this occasion. His out- 
lawry had obliged him to reside on the continent, whence 
he had written to the Duke of Grafton, entreating him 
to mediate his par'don with the king. His application 
being disregarded, he ventured, on the dissolution of 
parliament, to come over- and offer himself as a can- 
didate for the city of London. Being left the last on 
the poll in Ihe contest, l«j immediately declared him- 
self for the county of Middlesex, and so high was his 
popularity, that he was returned by a large majority. 
After his elecfton,^ he surrendered himself before the 
court of Ling’s Bench, .which refused to commit him 
on his outlawry, as moved b-y the attorney general, 
and he was accordingly disch^ged. He was after- 
wards, howpvci;, committed on a writ of capias utlegatum; 
but, as the 'officers wore conveying him to the King’s 
Bench prison, he waS rescued by the mob. After 
they had dispersed, he went privately to prison, where 
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he was under confinement at the meeting of the new 
parliament. A tiimultuons mob’then assembled, with 
an intention of convoying him in triumph to the parlia- 
ment house, and, on their disappointment, becaine so 
riotous tliat an onler was given to the military to fire 
u])on them. The death of one person, who was ^singled 
out and pursued by the soldiers, was brought in by tjic 
coroner’s jury wilful ihuv-lcr, antj the magistrate \fho 
gave the order to fire was tried for the crime, but 
.icqiiitted. ^'he conduct ot‘ the soldiers on the occasion 
receivetl public thanks droin the highest authority ; 
wiiilst the title of the inaamcre in St. George’f: Fichh. 
was popularly given to flic action. Mr. Wilkes’s out- 
lawi y was atlerwards reversed by tlie court of King’s 
liench as illegal ; but jiulgmeut was jironounced upon 
him for the two ])ublications of which he had been 
formerly convicteil, and he was sentenced to two fines 
of .iOO/. each, and to imprisonment for the twp terms 
of ten and twelve uTonths. 

The new parliament w'as assembled on May 10th, 
only I'or the purpose of passing some necessary bills, 
one of Avhich was a renewal of the act against the ex- 
])ortatiou of corn, now near expiring. On the day 
after, a proclamation was issued by order of the couni 
cil for the suppression of riots, tiunults, and unlatvful 
assemblies, which* the disturbed slate of the coun- 
try, particularly of the metropolis, no.w rendered 
formidable. Very loyal addresses were presented fi'om 
brilh houses of parliament on the occasion, and as- 
suraiicos were given or tncMr concurrence inr #every 
measure that might enable his ’Majesty to maintain the 
authority of the laws. This short se.ssion terminated 
on the 21st of May. t „ 

In this month died the Princess Kouisai, second sister 
of the King. • 

The North Americap colonies w*ere during this year 
in a state of the greatest fermcnt*and djsaffi^ction. In 
February, a circular letter was sent by the assembly gf 
Massachusets-bay to all the otlTer colonial assemblies, 
the purpose of which was to represent the late acts of 
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parliament as runc(jiistitiitioual, and to propose a gene- 
ral union among ijic ‘colonics* for counteracting tlieir 
effects, and fijr tlie dclence of their natunjl lights. 
Dui'ing a considerable time this colony had been at 
variance with their governor liernard ; and a letter 
recoivc<l by the governor from Lord Shelburne as secre- 
tary of state, and which he caused to be read before 
the. assembly, highly inflamo(\,this disagreement. 'Ihe 
letter contained se\ere animadversions on the con- 
duct of the asseml)ly, which that body imputed to 
misrepresentations transmitted by the governor; and 
being refused their re(juisition of copies of the corre- 
spondence between him and the secretary of state, they 
sent to the latter a vindication of themselves, and a 
charge against the governor. Soon after, the governor, 
rinding himself without influence over the assembly, 
adjourneil it with an indignant speech. On the intel- 
ligence of ihese trai\sactioris, the new colonial secie- 
tary, Lord Hillsborough, wrote a circular letter to the 
governors of those colonies which had been addressed 
by Massaclmscls, cxjrressive of his Majesty’s high 
disf)!easure at the combination proposed by that assem- 
bly, as a factions attempt to subvert the authority of 
■parliament. In another letter, written to governor 
Beiviard, a requisidon was marie in the King’s name, 
that the now assemWy shoulil rescind the resoliltion 
which had given rise to the obnoxious circular letter, 
and in case of non-compliance he was directed im- 
[oediately to dissolve the assembly. This demand 
btdq^laiil before thcih afw their meeting, the question 
w'as put lor the rosciqdiiTg, wi.ich passed in the negative 
by a great inajoiity. A letter was then voted to the 
secretary of state, jn which the requisition was affirmed 
to he illegal, aqd" strong remonstrances were made 
against the late laws ; aru' the, assembly w'as preparing 
u petition to the kin’g for the removal of the governor, 
wiieii it was jlissolVed.* The circular letter of the 
secretary td the other colonics was not attended with 
better succc.ss. 7 he* different assseniblies returned 
r.nswers to that of Massachu&ets, expressing high ap- 
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probation of its conduct ; and some qf them voted 
atldresses to the secretary, in winch they animadverted 
•with grjjat freedom on the requisiticn made to that 
assembly^ and justified its conduct. Aleatitinie tcsj- 
liitions were entered into by most of the colonies, not 
to import any more English goods till the laws objected 
to were repealed. ' 

IVeviouslv to the ’dissohuion of th.e assenib!\T a 
serious tumult occurred at Bostob, in consecpience ot 
the seizure, by the 'custom-liouse oiiicers, of a sloop 
belonging to one of li e princijial merchants. 'J'he 
populace were so outrageous against the commissioners 
of the customs, that tiiey were obliged for safety to 
take refuge on board ofthe Romney man of war, whence 
they were conveyed to (’astle \V'illiam, a fortress in 
'the harbour. Town meetings were held on the affair, at 
w'hich the minds of the people were heated by inflam- 
matory speeches, and the greatest aversion and con- 
tempt for the authority of the mother count fy were 
inculcated. In this disturbed slate of things, the report 
ofthe expected arrival of two regiments from Ireland, 
and of the assembling of troops at Halifax, excited a 
violent commotion at Boston; and a ir.eeting ofthe 
people being convened, a committee was ajrpointcd ty. 
wait on the governor, and desire him to call a general 
assembly without ^Iclay. This being declined by him, 
a convention tvas summoned to meet at Boston, to 
which 90 towns appointed deputies; and the Boston , 
committee jrrocceded so far as to recoimnend to the 
inhabitants to provide them^seU'es with amis and awi- 
munition, on the pretext of apprehension of a wa*r with 
Eiance. The convention, when met, communicated 
with the governor, who seriously admonished them of 
the irregularity and danger of thoir jirocc'ctlings, and 
assured them from authority, that tAe king was detci- 
mined to maintain his entire strvereignty o\cr the 
province. That body having* prepared a statement of 
their conduct to be transmitted to 'tinflr agent in 
England, broke up on September ‘29th. On the same 
day, a fleet from Halifax with two regiments and a de- 
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tachnient of artillery arrived in the harbour. Soon after. 
General Gage, v/ith the two regiments from Irolan'd, 
also arrived, and some difficulties about quarti^ring the 
troo|)s bc'iiig compromised, tolerable liarmony was esta- 
blished, and the town and province during the remain- 
der of the year were in a state of tranquiliit}^ 

It M\is not to be expected that a ministry so hetero- 
gcfieous in its composition as thdt which now governed 
the affairs of Great Britain, could act with perfect 
nuioii in the momentous eonceriis whicli in this year 
were In'onght under tlieir notice. Differences were 
known to exist among them, which were u;adc public 
by Lord iShclburne’s resignation, in October, of‘ the 

E ost of secretary of tlie southern depailment, in which 
e was succeeded by Lord Weymouth from the north- 
ern, to whom the Earl of llocJd'ord was appointed 
successor. Lord Chatham, wlto had long been treated 
with disregjird, either on account of his infirmities, or 
his uncomplying disposition, soon after sent in his 
resignation of the* place of keeper of the jirivy seal, in 
which he was succeeded by the Earl of Bristol ; and so 
much liad this great man declined in consequence, that 
his retreat passed as an occurrence of no moment. 

Many important events on the continent distinguished 
the present year. 

The grand commisf^ion in Poland appointed to adjust 
the affairs of the dissidents, acting under the influence 
of the Rusrian ambassador, made a variety of regtda- 
tions, one of which was a commercial treaty with 
Russia, very advantageous to that empire. They de- 
termined upon suppressing t'le papal nunciature, and 
establishing an ecclesiastical synod in its stead ; aijd- 
they resolved that a minister plenipotentiary should be 
sent to lldme to inform the pope of their motives for 
re-establishing the dissidents jn their ancient rights, 
and to request his ‘holiness to withdraw his nuncio, 
and send po other inttf Poland, These proceedings 
were strotigly ‘resisted by the papal court; and the 
marshal of the Lithuania^ confederacy entered a pro- 
test against every thing that should be transacted 



ANNALS OF GEORGE lU. 


71 


176». 

under the influence of foreign arms. The diet, how- 
e\’er, which assembled in February protected by a con- 
siderable body of Russian troops, ratified almost with- 
out oppdsition the regulations proposed by the com- 
mission, iind passed others, the tendency of which was 
to perpetuate the vices of the Polish constitution, and 
confirm the influence of Russia. It was then d 2 clared 
tliat llie general confederacy of the states, and that.of 
the dissidents, were at an*end ; and, on March 5th, the 
diet was closed by the king. Tranquillity now for a 
time appeared to be restored, but this was only a fal- 
lacious claim. The bulk of the nation was highly dis- 
contented with what had been done, and the court of 
Rome and catholic clergy used all their eflbrts to in- 
flame men’s minds against the indulgences granted to 
•heretics. A new confederacy W'as first formed in 
Podolia, which took possession of the city of Bar, and 
obtained some success against the crown troops. 
•Several other, confederacies were formed, against which 
the Russians marched in different divisions y and, in a 
short time, the whole kingdom was filled with devas- 
tation and bloodshed. The. detail of this multiplied 
and cruel warfsue will not here be attempted ; but no 
situation can be conceived more disastrous than that of 
Poland, a prey at the same lime to civil discord and to 
foreign force. Cracow was taken by storm by the Rus- 
sians in August, after a long de*fence by the confede- 
rates j and in general, the Russian disciplineaudsieadiness 
prevailed against the spirited, but desultory eflbrts of the 
Poles. An insurrection of the oppressed Gueek peasants 
in the province of Kiovia and 4Iie Ukraine was atfended 
with massacres and cruelties, the narrative of which 
cannot be read without horror ; and irruptions of the 
Haydaraacs or Zaporavian Cossackg* added to the cala- 
mity of the sufferers. On the approach of winter, large 
bodies of Russians began to file off to the frontiers of 
Turkey, with which power hestilities were impending, 
and in their absence the confederacies aevived, and 
manifestoes were dispersedi inviting the Poles to a 

F 4 
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j'cneral revolt, and holding forth promises of the pro- 
tection of the Porte. ■ ' 

The Ottoman court had long viewtd with jealousy 
tlie«inl:er/m;nce of llnssiu in the alihirs of Poland, and 
had made frequent representations on the' suhject. 
On various occasions, Polish fugitives into the Turkish 
territoVies had been ptu’siied by the Hnssians beyond 
thti limits ; and, in July, a party‘of contedcrates having 
talien refuge at Paltli, in Ix's'ser Tartary, the Russians 
forced an entrance into the towif, and iruliscriminately 
massacred all who came in tUeir \va> . This slaughter 
occasioned a great commotion at Constantinople, and 
orders were immediately dispatched for the bashaws of 
the Euro))ean provinces in Tnrkey to collect their 
troops and march towards the Xiester; whilst warlike 
preparations were actively carried on in other parts. 
At length, in October, the Russian resident iti Con- 
stantinople, according to the barbarous Turkish cus- 
tom, Was sent prisoner to the .Seven 'lowers, and a 
manifesto was communicated to the foreign ministers, 
stating the causes of a declaration of war with Russia. 
It was met by a countcr-declardtion of the Empress 
of Russia : each party, as usual, making a solemn appeal 
,to the world for the justice of its cause. 

Sjweden, in this year, presented a remarkable scene, 
the prelude to future important changes. 'I'he go- 
vernment of that courjtry had become nearly an oli- 
garchy in the hands of the senate, which ccpiaily 
usurped upon the prerogatives of the crown ami the 
'liberties of the peojde. ^ 'Phe taxes which they had 
laid p'roved so injuriousond I urthensome, that the king, 
Adolphus Frederic, *had made several applications ,to 
the senate to convoke an antici})ated diet of the nation, 
in order td enqui/a into the subsisting grievances, ancl 
remedy the disordered state ^ of the revenues. That 
body persisting in » refusal, and having resolved upon 
the establishment of « new tribilnal to take cognizance 
of the difl%reilces which had arisen between it and the 
board of treasury, the. king w^ent to the senate-house 
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and protested against this measure, at ^he same time 
reiicwiiig his dcinaiul lor a convocation ol* the diet. 
As it w^s still rejected, he caused a declaration to he 
entered ot' his resolution to abdicate the. throne, slwuld 
the senate co:itinue its opposition to his desire ; and 
farther negocialions proving ined'ectual, the king pub- 
licly declared his abdication on December Itlrh, and 
forbade the senate to ^ssue any orders under his na/Ge. 
This step, by which all j)ublic business was suspeiidetl, 
thievv the senate info great perj)lexity ; and having 
in vain atteittpted to prevail on the king to alter his re- 
solution, it came to a trial which of tlie two parties 
would be snpj)orted by the voice of the nation. In 
the end, the senate Ibmul itself obliged to yield and 
consent to the convocation of the states. The King, 
acc(>:\.:ngly, on December 21st, signed the letters f()r 
tiia( purpose, and resumed the reins of government. 

d'he lepublic of (lenoa fitiding its etfoyts for the 
recovery of Corsica incliectual, concluded a tteaty in 
this summer with the French court, by which that 
island Avas ceded to France, under the conditions, that 
this power should maintain sixteen bai .’ahons in Cor- 
sica, that it should secure the posscssioii of Capraia to 
the republic, and that the latter should have a right 
of resumption at any time on payment of the cxp;mses 
Avhich France might incur in stipporting the cession. 
In consequence of this compact, about twenty bat- 
talions of French troops were. landed in (Corsica, and 
hoisted their Hag at Bastia on June "id-th, as an act 
of ))ossession ; whilst, on t]ie bther hand, a general 
assembly of the Corsicans held at Corte, untter the 
ipfliience of Paoli, had entered int6 a resolution to 
defend their liberties to the last extremity. In the war 
which ensued, the French, at* first, by the supe- 
riority of their numbers and appointments, obtained 
various successes; and made consideiable progress in 
reducing the districts ’in theii* vicinity ; but they tinder- 
went such serious losses from the gallafit resistance 
of the Corsicans, and the 'able conduct of their chief. 
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that at the close of the campaign they had little oc- 
casion to boast. 

The aftairs ol’ the small state of Parma were in this 
year, the cause of some extraordinary contests between 
the court of Rome and the Catholic powers.' In that 
duchy the ecclesiastics had long ’ enjoyed cxoi oitant 
privileges, being exempted from contributing in any 
manner to the exigencies of the state. ’ I'lie applica- 
tions of the government to tile Pope for abridging these 
injurious prerogatives liaving proved ineffectual, the 
Duke (an infant of Spain) published in the beginning 
of the year a pragmatic sanction, whicli prohibited all 
his subjects from carrying any matter of litigation to 
Home or any other foreign tribunal ; restricted the 
possession of benelicos, dignities, &c. within his ter- 
ritories to his own subjects, and with his perniisssiou ; 
and declared all sentences, decrees, bulls, &c. from 
Rome, or any foreign country, null and void. Tliis 
ordinance struck so directly at tlie papal authority, that 
there was no alternative between resisting it, or giving 
up the supremacy of the holy see j the Pope, therefore, 
was induced to issue, on January .30th, a brief against 
the Duke of Parma, by which he was admonished to 
desist from his rash enterprise, on pain of an interdict 
laid ppon his territories, and excommunication of his 
person and his ministers. He moreover claimed the 
sovereignty of the Duchy of Parma, and declared the . 
Infant to be only his feudatory. The court of Parma 
so little regarded this menace, that shortly after, all 
the Jesuits .in the Duchy wei’e arrested in one night, 

' and cbnveyed to the states ff the church, with a pro- 
hibition of ever retuftiing j and the order was declared 
abolished in farma. The brief against the duke was 
highly rcsehted by *qll the courts connected with him ; 
and the first effect* resulting from it was the occupation 
of Benevcn|p and Ponte Corvo ‘by a body of Neapolitan 
troops. ministers of France, Spain, and Vienna, 
then jnad^'^ jbint application to the Pope for the re- 
vocation of the brief, but "without success } the con- 
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he^iicncc ol‘ \s'hich was, tliat the King of France took 
pos^ossion of tlie city and territory of Avignon and the 
W'liaissii^ which, though within the i<'rench limits, had 
been long held by the papal sec. The King of Ntjjdcs 
farther advanced a claim to the Duchies ot ilonciglione 
and Castro, and assembled troojis on the frontier of 
the I'icelcsiasticai state to support it. The King of 
Portugal and the repfdilic of Venice joined in the 
common cause against tAe J'ope.’ The Duke of Mo- 
dena imitated the IVukc of Parma in annulling the 
exemptions of the clergy in his dominions, and ex- 
})elled the monks of th.ree convents, threatening many 
others with the same fate ; and upon the interterence 
of the court of Rome, he revived an old claim upon 
the Duchy of Ferrara. Meantime the rigorous pro- 
ceedings against the Jesuits were continued. They 
were expelled from the island of Malta. Tlieir estates 
in Naples were declared escheated to the prown, and 
a commission was appointed to search for their 'effects. 
When the French had become masters of Corsica, all 
the Spanish Jesuits ’who had been landed in that island 
were ordered to be sent away, and above two thousand 
of them were disembarked in the territories of Genoa, 
whence they were marched in the most wretched con,- 
dition to the Ecclesiastical state. The question, was 
agitated in a congregation at llpme, whether it woidd 
be expedient to abolish a society which was become 
obnoxious to so many catholic princes, but a majority, 
with the Pope, declared in their favour. In fine, never 
was the authority of the chqrch'at a lowei'qbb thanuh 
the present year. * '* 

, The war in the East Indies with Hyder Ally con- 
tinuing, an expedition was fitted out at Bombay against 
Mangalore, one of HydePs princip^ sea-ports, which 
succeeded, the foits bping taken with small loss on 
February 25th, and nine vessels *of considerable size, 
besides lesser ones, being broilght away. Hyder after- 
wards ravaged the dominions of the Nabdb of Arcot, 
the English Company’s faithful ally, and by his superi- 
ority in cavalry was able with advantage to attack 
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several detachments of the force sent against him, and 
to cut off thefr convoys. At length, proceeding to ihe 
relief of a fort wliicli was invested by a body of troops 
under Colonel Wood, lie was engaged by iiiat officer 
on October 4tb, and notwithstanding his grbat superi- 
ority was defeated after a very obstinate conflict. 'I he 
consequences, however, were not important, and Hyder 
refjnained in very formidable strength. 

Of the domestic eVents of*'this year, the institution 
of the Royal Academy of Arts irthrits particular notice, 
as having greatly contributed^ to that improvement in 
painting, sculpture, and the kindred arts, wiiich have so 
much distinguished the reign of George III. It took 
place in the month of December, and its first president 
was Joshua Reynolds, still the pride of the English 
school of painting. 

The celebrated navigator Cook, then a lieutenant, 
sailed on his first exploratory voyage in August, ac- 
compaftied by Messrs. Ranks and Solandcr. 

The King of Denmark employed part of the summer 
in a visit to England, making a rapid lour through 
many of the principal towns, lie was treated with 
great magnificence, and partook of a splendid enter- 
tainment from the city of London. 
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Yicjxr of George III. 9 jjii 10. 

— — PaRLIAMEN'I'^ 1 & 2. 

• 

King's Sperck and Debates, — Resolutions against the Assnvbly of 
Mnssncli,i<tt s Uai^ and ToxSn of Boston, — Negociation betvseen 
Governme/:t and the East India Companu. — Debt on the Civil List, 
— Affairs of Wilkes, — Colonel Lnlttel voted in for Middlesex. — 
Petitions and Addresses on that Subject, — Riots in Spital Fields, — 
Proceeding.' in the Irish House of Commons, — Campaign between 
the Turk^ and Russians, — Affairs of Poland , — Hweduh Diet , — 
Death off the Pope^ and Election off Ganganetli , — HuhjugatRm of 
CoiAca, — Ercneh East India Trade laid open, — Disturbances at 
St, Domingo, — War between Hinder All^ and the East India 
Company, — Supervisors sent, o 


The King’s .speech on opening the session of parlia- 
ment havi!)g particularly* directed its attention to the 
American coionies, the capital of one of which was de- 
clared to be in a state of disobedience to all law and 
government, this subject took the lead in the pitrlia- 
menlary discussions of the present ‘year. A commit- 
tee of the whole House of Commons had been formed 
early in the session for art enquiry into American affairs, 
and a great number of papers^had been^laid before 
it, which gave rise to frequent ^and warm debates^ in all 
which the ministers were supported by large majorities, 
liesolutions were passed iii the House of Lords, and 
were adopted by the Commons, dQclaring illegal and 
unconstitutional those acts of the asSeinbly of Massachu- 
set’s Bay which called in question the authority of par- 
liament to make laws .binding u])6n the colonies in all 
cases whatsoever, and pronouncing a strong censure on 
the circular letters sent by.,that assembly to the other 
colonies. The conduct of the *town of Boston was par- 
ticularly noted for its audacity and disaffection. An 
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address to his Majesty was voted, expressive of entire 
‘ satisfaction v^th the ^measures that had been taken' to 
support the constitution, and of a firm resolutipn to con- 
cur <n such fu rther steps as might be thought necessary 
to enforce a due execution of the laws ; and' a request 
was made that Governor Bernard should be directed to 
transrhit the names of those who were most active in 
p]^}moting the late disordem, that they might be brought 
over for trial by a s{)ccial commission in this country. 
In the debates on the address this last proposal was 
animadverted upon with pecu,liar seventy by the oppo- 
sition, as wholly adverse to the principles of the English 
constitution. 

The agreement with the East India Company, and 
the act for restraining their dividends, being now near 
expiring, a long negociation was entered upon between 
it and foe government, which terminated in a new bill. 
By this coqipact the Company was to continue, for five 
years to come, its annual payment to the public of 
400,000/. with liberty to increase its dividend during 
that period as far as twelve an^i a half per cent. ; and if’ 
from any cause it should be* necessary to reduce the 
dividends, an equal sum was to be deducted from the 
payments to the public, such payments entirely to cease 
were the dividend to be reduced to six per cent. Some 
other stipulations werp made for the, public benefit. 

In February, the first of those deficiencies in the civil 
list which have occurred from time to time in the present 
reign was made known to parliament by a message from 
his Majesty) announcKig j;bat be had been obliged to 
incur a debt of 500,000/j^ aqd relying on their zeal and 
affection to enable him to discharge it. This demand 
gave rise to sou^e free discussions, but it was complied 
with withoht anyjp&rticular- investigation. 

The affairs of Mr. Wilkes a^in became the topic of 
much inforest both in mid out of parliament. . That 
gentleman, having go1^intb his possession the copy of a 
letter Lord Weymouth, secretary of state, 

to thtf^^rman of the qOarter sessions at Lambeth, 
previ(ff|^ to the riot in St. George’s Fields, in which 
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already and efiectual employment of the militaiy in 
case of resistance to the civil pov'er was Recommended, 
published it in the newspapers with a very severe preface 
of his own composition. Lord W. thereupon made a 
complaint* to the House of Lords of breach of privilege ; 
and the publication being traced to Mr. Wilkes, a comr 
plaint was addressed by the Ixirds to the Commons, and 
a conference was held between the houses on the s^fb* 
ject. In the mean time a petitioh had been presented 
to the House of Comfnons by Mr. Wilkes, complaining 
of Lord Mansfield’s amendment of the information 
which had been exhibited against him in the court of 
King’s Bench ; and, on February 1st, he was brought 
fiom prison to be examined on the subject, on which 
occasion he boldly avowed himself the publisher of the 
letter above mentioned, and the writer of the remarks 
on it. His petition was voted frivolous £(nd groundless ; 
and on tlie next day the other af^r was takgn into con- 
sideration, and his introductory remarks were dbclared 
to be a scandalous and seditious libel. This resolution 
was immediately followed by a motion for his expulsion 
from his seat in parliament, introduced by Lord Bar- 
iington, secretary at war, and seconded by Mr. Rigby, 
paymaster of the forces, which passed, though not 
without warm debates. 

This imreraitting warfare of authority against an in- 
dividual had the natural effect of inflaming the popular 
zeal in his favour ; and a writ having been issued for a 
new election for the county Middlesex, a previous 
meeting of freeholders was ci^lled, at whiclv some mem-, 
bers of parliament attended, Adhere it was resolved to 
ra-elect Mr. Wilkes, entirdy without expense to him- 
self. He was accordingly again chosen without oppo- 
sition ; but when the return was malae to the House of 
Commons, a lesolution.passed, ^that the election was 
.i^dered void by his expulsion, and a new writ was 
ordered. At this time' as his fortune was known to be 
greatly impaired by the prosecutions he liadAmdenooae, 
a subscription wasepened id London for bis relief and 
instructions were sent by the electors of Middlesex, 
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London, Westminster, and Southwark,, to their repre- 
sentatives, fon their aondiict in parliament, in which 
severe censures were passed on several of ,the late 
measures. The election being renewed, Mr. Wilkes 
was again chosen without a competitor, and 'again re- 
jected as incapable. At length tJie ministry, being 
tired of the repeated contest, procured a military can- 
didate, Colonel Liittrel, who^walis not to be intimidated 
by })opular tumult from appearing on the hustings. 
I'lie election proceeded quietly, and terminated m 
1H3 votes for Mr, Wilkes, and 2!j() for Colonel Lnttrel. 

On the return of the writ, a resolution wa.s carried in 
the House of Commons by a majority of 221 to 139, 
that Mr. Luttrel ought to have been returned ; and the 
clerk of tiie crown was ordered to erase the name of 
Mr. Wilkes, and insert that of Colonel Luttrel in its 
place. This decision produced more general discon- 
tent than any other measure since the commencement 
of the*' reign ; the popular party regarding it as a 
flagrant violation of the right of election, to seat a can- 
didate by an arbitrary vote of, the house, who had only 
an inconsiderable minority in-'liis favour. The ferment 
spread from the metropolis throughout the kingdom, 
And numerous petitions were carried at public meetings 
of counties and towns, requesting his Majesty to dis- 
solve the parliament. , The county of Middlesex, which 
considered itself as particularly injured, led the w ay by 
a petition presented on 'May 24th, containing a long list 
of other grievances, and of charges against the ministry. 
lOn the other hand, adSdre^es expressing a detestation of 
all factious proceedings,*’ and (|eclaring entire approba- 
tion of the measures of government, were procured by 
.the ministerial, party ; and this kind of warfare between 
petitioners* and a(lwe8se|8, . subsisted through the whole 

In Nffj feinber, the long agitated cause betwi^n Lord 
Halifa^^d Mr. Wilke$ respecting the seizure of the 
perspn ^^ papers of the latter, was brought to a trial 
'in the court of-Commoif Pleas, before chief-justice 
Wilmot. After a full hearing, the jury brought in a 
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verdict for the plaintiff with 4000/. damages ; and it 
was thought that a larger sum whuld have been given, 
had it not transpired that his Majesty's pleasure had 
been sigpified, that ail the expenses attending’* this 
prosecution should be defrayed by ^he crown. 

Violent disturbances took place in the ajitumn 
among the journeymen weavers in Spital-ficlds on ac- 
count of the price of wo>ik, in the propress of which, 
such outrages were committed, that the magistracy 
was obliged to interfere. Some of the rioters being 
apprehended, t'W’^o of them were capitally convicted, 
and by their sentence were ordered to be executed at 
Bethnal-green. Some doubt relative to the legality of 
altering the usual place of execution having arisen in 
the minds of the shcriflfe, a correspondence took place 
on the subject between them and the secretary of state, 
in which they were informed, that the opinion of the 
judges being taken, the sentence was confiiine(\ by his 
Majesty. It was accordingly executed in' the midst o£ 
a riotous assembly by the civil power alone, the 
sheritfs having declined the assistance of the military. 

At the meeting of the hew parliament of Ireland in 
October, a message was received from the throne, for 
an augmentation of the troops on that establishment/ 
from 12,000 men to 15,235, which was carried, although 
it met with considerable opposition! In another mat- 
ter that parliament was less compliant. A money bill 
which had originated in the English privy council was 
sent over to the Irish House ^ Commons, in asser. 
tion of a right claimed under Poyning’s law, by which 
no bills are to pass in Ireland, whira have not been 
raftified from the privy council in England. The present, 
however, was not a time in whicl^ such a claim of 
authority would be patientiy submitfed to j and, accord- 
ingly, the bill was rejected upon the sole ground that it 
had not originated in .that h<>U8ej* another money bill 
for a more liberal supply being unanimoijjsly passed. 
The lord-lieutenant. Lord T^wnshend, in his speech on 
December 26., after making acknowledgment for the 
liberality with which the parliament had suppc^d the 

voi.. i. » *G 
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government, .condemned in the strongest terms the 
rejection of rac |)ill 'from the privy council, as in- 
trenching upon the rights of the crown, and entered 
a prhtest against it in the House of Lords. , He then 
suddenly prorogued the parliament to a long day, 
leaving affairs in great confusion, with all the national 
business undone. 

^^he campaign between fhc Russians and Turks 
opened with an irruption of Knm Gueray, khan of 
tlie Tartars, supported by a body of the Spahis, into 
New Servia, which province be totally ruined,. burning 
its towns and villages, and carrying off a great number 
of its inhabitants into captivity. About the same time» 
the Rolish confederates in Podolia, who were assisted 
by the Turks, were defeated by the Russians, and 
driven across the Niester. In April, the Russian- 
general, Prince Gallitzin, having crossed that river, 
advanced to Choezim, and attacking a large body of 
Turks ‘in their entrenchments under the walls of that 
town> drove them to the suburbs of the place. Soon 
after, however, he found it necessary to quit Choczim> 
and rccross the Niester with precipitation. General 
Romanzow was in like manner foiled in an attempt 
4ipoti Oczakow. Gallitein again advanced to the 
Niester, and, in July, having defeated a Turkish army, 
invested Choezimi Various actionc ensued wdtb dif- 
ferent success, but at length the Russian general raised 
the siege of Choezim, and again crossed the Niester. 
Jn the mean time, Romanzow ravaged the Turkish 
bbrdcjfs. at Bender and Oczakow, and defeated a Rus- 
sian detachment. JJThe* Turks, under a new Grand 
Vizier, in September, made different attempts to esta- 
blish themselves on the Russian side of the Niester, but 
were repulsed wiffr great loss by Gallitzin, and their 
army was almost ruinea. The result was the capture 
of Chocziip, which' terminated^ the campaign in that 
quarteril^^n apothef pdrt, the Russians over-ran the 
province" in Moldavia, and took possession of the 
capitid* !^sy, the Grdek ‘inhabitants of the province 
deciding for the empress, and taking the oath of 
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fiilelity to her. The same success attended the Rus- 
sian arms in Walachia, the Turks* being obliged to 
retire to' the other side of the Danubte. In Taytary 
and the Ukraine the success was nearlj^ l^anced. 

The occupation given to the Russians On the Turk- 
ish border produced a revival of the Polish confeder- 
acies, the nobles of Lithuania taking tl^'Iead in> a 
spij^itcd manifesto, in wlich they declared their reso- 
lution of defending to the last extremity their liberties 
encroached upon by the court of Russiai On the othe^ 
hand. Prince Gallitzin iSsucd a manifesto in an autho- 
ritative stvle, declaring against all neutrality on the part 
of the Poles, since Russia was determined to have only 
friends or avowed enemies. The yeai* accordingly 
passed in a succession of sanguinary actions between 
the different confederates and the detachments of 
Russians remaining in Poland, attended with cruelties 
and devastations w'hich reduced that unhappy oountiy 
to a most wretched condition. The king, who found 
himself a helpless spectator of this misery, sent envoys 
to the powers who were 'guarantees of the treaties of 
Carlowitz and Oliva, to intreat their friendlv inter- 
position. * Towards the close of the campaign between 
Russia and Turkey, the former power, having more* 
troops at liberty, was capable of agting with greater 
effect against the .'confederates, who, in consequence* 
underwent some severe losses. • ‘ . 

The Emperor Joseph in this year began to disjday 
his active disposition and attentiem to improyem^t, by' 
a visit to his Italian States, itf y^hich he applied hhnself 
to the correction of the abuses in the administration ; 
and by a journey to Silesia, where he had an interview 
with the King of Prussia. . j * 

In the Swedish diet, which opened* in April at Nor- 
kioping, a secret commitifee brought twenty-fo’ur articles 
of accusation . against the senate,^ the consequence of 
which was the degradation of all its mfembirs except 
two. Although this was an imp^irtant point gained by 
the court, it failed in .the attempt to cai'ry some new 
ordinances which would have made an essential change 

g‘u 
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ia the system of government, a resolution passing in tKe 
diet, that no alteratiotfs or amendments should be made 
in the fundamental laws of the kingdom. ' 

In February the pope died, and was succeeded, after 
a eonclave of three monthly by Carnal Ganganclli, 
who teok the name of Clement. XIV. The new pon- 
tit^ though a man of great libei^aKty, and no friend to 
the Jesuits, steadily refused oompliance with the solici* 
tations of the southern courts mr the suppression of 
that order, and also with the requisitions of those of 
France and Naples for the cession of Avigpon and the 
Venaissvn, and of the Duchy of Benevento. In conse- 
quence, the King of France irrevocably annexed the 
two former to bis dominions, paying a compensation for 
them to the pope, and the King of Naples kept posses- 
sion of the latter. 

The contest of the Corsicans for their independence 
was in ,this‘'year terminated by their total subjugation. 
The French began by negociating with some of the 
chiefs, which, however, did not preveht several spirited 
attempts of the Corsicans to take fortified posts from the 
enemy, but most of them were unsuccessful. A strong 
reinforcement of French troims arrived in the island at 
the beginning of April, and from that time no hope was 
left of eftectual resistance. . , Corte surrendered in May 
and Paoli being surrbunded, with a small number of 
. faithful followers, by a greatly superior body of French, 
after cutting his way through them,, got on board an 
^Ipglish ship, and was, landed at Leghorn. Some chiefs 
st^ll continued to hold o.uff in inaccessible situations, but 
tile body of the natfon subraitfed to the invaders. The 
sovereign council of the island was suppressed, and a 
new one was" created uridejr the jurisdiction of the par- 
liament of Provence. Gbreica was also declared a mem- 
ber of the Gallicaq church, and was, in all 
considej^^ as a par^ oi^. the French dominiQi^» 
conqueli^i^, however, obtained at a coat of men and 
money which rendered it a dear acquisition. 

Tho French East IdJiia Company was in this year 
decked bankrupt, and tiie trade was laid open. Serious 
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ditFerences took place in the French colony of St. 
ihingo between the government^and th^ inhabitants^^ 
which l^ood was shed, and some ot’the .le^ing peoiue 
were sent in irons to France. . ’ • 

The \^ar between the English East India Company 
and Hyder All^. Gpntiniiing, tjliat adventiiroos chief 
eluded the British army In the Carnatic, and afipeared 
in the spring at the head of a body of caValiy within a 
few miles of Madras. The presidency of that settle- 
ment in alarm entered into a negociation with Hyder, 
and proposed a truce of fifty days, but he would agree 
only to one of seven. At the end of that period, a 
peace was signed on the condition of mutuid I'estoration 
of all places and prisoners taken, a league offensive and 
defensive, and a free trade between the dominions of 
each ; and thus was terminated a war said to have been 
not less rashly entered into, than ill conducted, by the 
Company's servants. Its events produce!^ a great fall 
of India stock ; and, in order to put a stop to the abuses 
and mismanagement of the government in India, the 
directors resolved upon sending over three gentlemen 
of great respectabuitv^ Mr. Vansittart, , Mr. Scrafton, 
and Colonel Ford, with the title of supervisors, invested 
with a power of controul over all their other servants in 
every department. While their commission was nnder 
consideration so/ne objections, w«rp made to it by 
government, accompanied by the proposal that the 
Company should allot a share in the direction of theirs, 
affairs to the naval ofRcer who was to command a squa- 
dron ordered for India at t^pir request. With lAis pro- 
posal the general courts* after long debates, Vefui^d 
pompliance ; and the operations of the squadron were, in 
consequence, limited to the Persian gulf, on the coast 
of which some disorders ^ad riseitf, detrim'ental to thp ^ 
Company’s affairs. The supervisors sailed from Eng--, 
land ip September on board the Aurora frigate, bbt .' 
neither they nor the Vessel were* ever more heaSfd ofi' 
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Parliament, 2 & 3. 

Kinp's Speech and Debates* — Resignations in the Ministry and neto 
Appointments* — hord North's Prime Ministry begins* — Debate on 
the Jurisdta. ^ . f the House of Commons in Elections* — Motions 
qfthe Opju iiit.h rejected* — Repeal all the Duties on Export to 
America. »?/ Aat on Tea* — Grenville Act passed relative to 
controverted Elections — Livery of London's Remonstrance to the 
King, and motions in Parliament relative to it. — Wilkes ducharged 
from the King's Bench^ and chosen Alderman* — Writings (j Junius, 
and Prosecutions for their Publication* — Riot at Boston* — Fire at 
Portsmouth s — Dispute voith Spain concerning the Falkland Islands, 
and various Proceedings in consequence* — Motion against Inform- 
ations ex officio, and to enquire into the Administration of Justice* 
— Discussion respecting the Directions of Judges to Juries in Prose- 
cutions Jbr Libel. — War between thd^Turks and Russians* — Affairs 
in * the Mediterranean. — Revolution in Egypt* — Distresses in 
Poland. — Conduct of the King of Prussia tovoards Dantzic, — 
Danish Expedition against Algiers* — Contests in France between the 
Court and Parliament* — Marriage of the Dauphin* — Commotions 
in Corsica* — French Expedition against Tunis. 

The King’s speech, by which the session of parlia- 
ment was opened on January 9th, began with the notice 
df ^ distemper which h&d broken out among the horned 
cattle,* and proceeded tc advert j, to the disorders still 
prevailing in the colo]]^es, but was totally silent witji 
respect to the discontents in the kingdom on the sub- 
ject of the Middles^LX election. These, however, were 
liOt pass^4*yer by the opposition in the House of Com- 
mons, who, introduced a metion for an ainendipent ' to 
the address following the speech,' assuring 

his Iil(!lsty«tha^ they would immediately go into an en- 
quiry into the causes of. the discontents. The motion 
j^toduced a long and unusually acrimonious debate; 
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and though it was rejected by a great majority, tbe 
existence of very serious differences in /parliament was 
rendered sufficiently apparent. Father proof of this 
faOt was given by a great number of resignations which 
soon aft^r took place, including those of Lord Chancel- 
lor Camden, the Marquis of Granby, the l^kes of 
Beaufort and Manchester, the Earls of Coventry and 
Huntingdon, Mr. Janies Grenville, and Mr. Duunlng. 
Mr. (’harles Yorke was, with gre*at difficulty, prevailed 
upon to accept the seals, and suddenh/ dying tliree days 
after, they were put into commission. On Januaryl28tn, 
the public was surprized by the resignation of the Duke 
of Grafton. He was succeeded in his office of first 
Lord of the Ti*easiiry by Lord North, who then com- 
menced his long prime-ministry. 

In a committee of the House of Commons on the 
state of the nation, January 31st, a motion was made 
by an opposition member, “ that the House, in the exer- 
cise of its jurisdiction, ought to judge of elections by the 
law of the land, and by the custom and practice of par- 
liament, which is part qf that law.” This proposition 
was meant as introductory to a series of resolutions in 
condemnation of the decision relative to the Middlesex 
election. The motion was therefore warmly combated, 
and an amendment entii’cly subversive of its purpose 
was carried by a piajority of 224t,to 180. In the House 
of Lords also, the same subject was taken up in a 
motion by the Marquis of Rockingham, powerfully , 
seconded by Lord Chatham, who appeared now to have 
recovered his former spirit apd vigour. It was, however, 
defeated by a contrary motion^ in which the interference 
^f that house, in a matter concerning which the juris- 
^ction of the Commons is final and conclusive, was 
declared a violation of the constitution. * 

Two other motions ^in the House of Commons, one 
for disqualifying certain revenue officers from votiog 
at the elections of nfembers*of parliament ; the other 
for the production, of an account of tdc civil list 
expenditure, were negatived by the efforts of the 
ministry. A petition having been presented to par> 

.o4 
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lidment by the American merchants, staling the gre;at 
losses they liaq sustaiFcd in consequence of the duties 
imposed upon, goods exported to the colonies, the 
ministers brought in a bill for the repeal of the act 
which laid a duty on paper, painters’ colours, 'and glass 
so exported, whilst that upon tea, laid by the same act, 
was re'tained, apparently for the purpose of asserting 
th^ right of taxation. 

This year was disfmguisheU by the passing of that 
important “ Act for regulating the proceedings of the. 
House of Commons on contyoverted elections,” ge- 
nerally denominated the Grenville bill from its pro- 
poser, Mr. George Grenville. Before this tune, cases 
of this kind had been heard at the bar of the House, 
and decided b^ the mere votes of the members, which 
not only interfered with the ordinary business, but was 
often attended with much partiality, and little regard 
to the merits of the question. The bill provided for 
the appointment, by lot, of a certain number of mem- 
bers, for the trial of each case, to be reduced by the 
alternate expunging of namqs by each party to the 
number of thirteen and two 'tellers, who are to form 
a select committee, sworn to the determination of the 
matter in dispute. This was so manifest an improve- 
ment, that it passed into an act, notwithstanding the 
opposition of the ministry. . 

The livery and corporation of London having pre- 
sented a remonstrance and petition to the king, praying 
for the dissolution of parliament, and the removal of 
bad ministers, cxpressetl ii\ terms of extraordinary bold- 
ness, to which an answer had been returned, strongly 
marking the royal di^leasure, a motion was made for 
laying the^ papers respecting the transaction before 
the House of "Cptnmons, which, after a very warm 
debate, was carried by a largq majority. It was fol- 
lowed by two others; the first, for an address. to hk 
Majesty, contaiping a*sev^re censure of the proceeding 
oi the city 8f London, and thanks for the reply given 
to it ; the second, for an application to the Lords for 
tlieix concurrence. Both tnese were also carried, and 
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the Lords, at a conference, concurring |n the address, 
It was jointly prcseiited. * , ♦ 

In ApAil, Mr. Wilkes was discharged from his con- 
finement jn the King’s Bench prison, on giving hond 
for his good behaviour during seven years ; and he was 
aftciTvards admitted to the office of Alderman for the 
wan! of Farringdon Without, to which he had b^en 
previously elected. ’ , , • 

A political writer^ under thfe signature of Jtmus, 
had for some time greatly excited the public attention, 
by letters printed in lh« newspapers, distinguished as 
well by the force and elegance of their style, as by thtf 
vinilence of their attacks on individuals. Of these 
compositions, the most celebrated was a letter, first 
printed in the Public Advertiser of December 19th, 
addressed to the King, animadverting with great free- 
dom on all the supposed errors of his reign, and speak- 
ing of his ministers in terms of equal contempt and 
abhorrence. On its appearance, the attorney general 
filed a bill cx officio in the Court of King’s Bench, against 
Woodfall, the publisher •(the author himself remaining 
concealed, as he has bedn ever since), for uttering a 
false and seditious libel. The cause came on for trial 
on June 13th, at Guildhall, before Lord Mansfield; 
when that judge, in his charge to the jury, infofmed 
them that they had nothing to do Vith the intention^ 
for that the words in the indictment, malicious, sedi- 
tious, &c. were merely words of course, and that they 
were only to consider the fact of publishing, and whca 
ther a proper construction wore put upon the blanks in 
the paper; their truth or faWehood being wholly im- 
material. The jury, however, after being out nine 
hours, found a verdict of guilty of printing and pub- 
lishing only,” which was, in ^ct, an acquittal. Some 
of the printers and venders of the letter were brought 
in guil^, and punishpd with fine and imprisonment, 
but others were acquitted. * ‘ ^ 

American affairs, though ^they had been introduced 
to the notice of parliament in the King’s speech, were 
passed over in silence by ftie ministers during this 
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session, probably from the difficulty they found , in 
adopting any(decided plan of policy towards the co- 
lonies, where pocicion and indulgence appeared equally 
hazardous. A riot which occurred at Boston, in March, 
added to their pei-plexity, as it proved the ‘danger of 
attempting to overawe a discontented populace by the 
presence of a soldiery, whom they would look upon 
vi^th the most hostile and r^nebrous feedings. Of the 
origin of this affray,' party has givert contradictory re- 
lations ; but there is no doubt that it arose from the 
propensity to quarrel upon slight provocations which 
subsisted between the soldiers and town’s people. 
The result was, that the soldiers being pressed upon 
by an exasperated mob, were induced to tire, by which 
several of the latter w'ere killed and wounded. By the 
eftbrts of the lieutenant-governor and the principal 
inhabitants, tranquillity was restored, and no resistance 
was made, to the committing of the officer on guard 
and three soldiers to prison. A meeting of the in- 
habitants being held on the occasion, a committee was 
deputed to wait upon the Jlieutenant-govcmor, and 
request from him a removal of the troops. After some 
discussion, their desire was complied with, .and the 
rtwo regiments were sent to barracks, in Castle William. 
Captain Preston, the officer, was afterwards tried for 
his life, but, notwithstanding the exasperation of men’s 
minds, was honourably acquitted, as it did not appear 
that he had given the order to fire ; and indeed the 
^evidence on the trial seemed to prove that the out- 
*rages^ were 'more on the part of the mob than on that 
of the military. * 

On July 27th, a fife broke out in tlie dock-yard .at 
Portsmouth, which consumed a large quantity of naval 
stores, ana, Various circumslances, was supposed 
not to have been accidental. . 

In this year an alarm of war disturbed the external 
tranquillity, wjiich the ^nation had now enjoyed for a 
epurse of fears. Soon after the conclusion of the last 
peace, a project was form*ed by the British admiralty 
of establishing a settlement on the isles near the coast 
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of Patagonia, named by ns the Falkland islands, by 
the Freripli and Spaniards the Malouines. In 1764, 
Commodore Byron was sent out for the purpose of 
making the proper examinations for this purpose, .and 
in the follbwing year he took formal possession of the 
islands in his Majesty’s name. The French under 
M. Bougainville had already, in 176i, made a small 
establishment upon one of the islands, which they ceded 
in 1766, with all their Jights of possession, to the 
Spaniards, and, in that year, a Spanish governor with 
some troops was sent from Buenos Ayres to occupy 
it. This circumstance was apparently unknown to our 
admiralty, which directed a settlement to be formed 
at a harbour which was named I’ort Egmont, situated 
on a small island adjoining to the largest of the group ; 
that of the Spaniards, called Port Solidad, being on 
the smaller of the two principal islands. In I769, 
Captain Hunt in the Tamar fiigate, cruispig off the 
Falkland isles, fell in with a Spanish schooner, 'which 
was taking a survey of him, and which he warned from 
the coast, as appertaining to his Britannic Majesty. 
The schooner soon aften returned with letters from 
the governor of Port Solidad, which asserted the prior 
right of the King of Spain, and returned upon Captain 
Hunt the warning to depart. Protests and coui^ter- 
protests followed, j;ill, in February 177f^> two Spanish 
frigates of force, with troops on I>oard, arrived at Port 
Egmont under pretence of watering, the chief com- 
mander of which expressed great surprise at seeing the 
English flag flying ; and the altercation r^poctin^^right 
was I'enew'cd between him and G^tain Hunt. 1 hough 
mpeh mutual civility prevailed. Captain Hunt thought 
it necessary to bring home intelligence of these occur- 
rences, and accordingly arrived at Plymoulbi on June 
3d. The Favourite and Swift sloops were now the 
only naval force at Port Egmont,* and the latter was 
afterwards unf ortunately lost if/ the straits of Magellan. 
On the 4th of June,, a Spanish frigate "put^in at that 
harbour, and was soon followled by lour others. These 
vessels brought 16 pr I7OO men, soldiers and marines. 
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vritli a train of artillery and ordnance stores, sufficij^nt 
for the siege* of a regular fortress, and quite, ludicrous 
against a miserable blockhouse, with only four pieces of 
cannon sunk in the mud. The two English captains, 
Maltby and Farmer, perceiving the hostile* intentions 
of the Spaniards, made all the preparations for defence 
that circumstances would admit, and letters mutually 
p^sed, asserting the respective rights of each nation. 
At length, the Spanish force by land and sea advanced 
to the attack ; and enough having passed to authen- 
ticate a formal hostility, as^ farther resistaiice would 
have been folly, a flag of truce was hung out, and 
articles of capitulation were concluded. the terms, 
the English were permitted, after a limited time, to 
depart in the Favourite, taking with them such part 
of the stores as they should choose, an invcntoiy being 
made of the rest. That this delay might be secured, 
the great, insult, as naval etiquette regarded it, was 
offered, of taking off the Favourite's rudder. The sloop 
was detained 34 days, when she set sail, and arrived 
oS Portsmouth on Septembeiv^S. 

When the account of these transactions first arrived, 
some ships were put into commission, but warlike pre- 
parations were carried on with little activity till late in 
August. The navy was found to be in a bad condition, 
and the unpopularity^ of the ministers, especially m the 
metropolis, threw difficulties in the way of manning an 
adequate fleet, Itie Lord Mayor of London, Crosby, 
refiLscd to back the admiralty wai-rants for pressing sea- 
men , within the liberfies pf the city ; and an impressed 
man brought before AMerman Wilkes was discharged. 
The prime minister, however, was Arm in his seat; and 
the death^of Mr. Gemrge Grenville, which left his par- 
ticular party %itlA»ut a leader, added some recruits to 
the court party. At the meeting of parliament on 
November 13th, the tenor of his Majesty's speech 
evideotly shoi^ed a 'defire of leaving to the Court of 
Spain an ^opening for padflcatiosi. The hostility was 
called “ An Act of the Gowrnor Buenos Ayres," 
ikeieby giving the opportunity of a disavowal. Parlia- 



1770. ANNALS OP GEOSGi: III. 91^ 

tnent was informed that an immediate dt;piand of satis* 
faction Imd been made, and at the sa^e time the neces- 
sary prejArations for obtaining redress had been ordered, 
should tl^e court of Spain refuse to grant it; whicli 
preparations would not be discontinued until Ids Majesty 
nad received proper reparation tor the injury, as \vell as 
satisfactory jrroof that otlier powers were equally sin- 
cere with himself in rc'solying to preserve the tranqiul- 
lity of Europe. Very loyal addresses in return to the 
spe»>ch A\ ere voted by botJi houses, though not without 
dcba‘^C'5 in wliieh many pointed censures were made on 
atlmiui'.tration relative to the causes of the quarrel, and 
the unprepared state of the nation. Augmentations 
to the army and navy passed without opposition. 

In the House of Commons, a motion was made 
tending to restrain the powers lodged in the attorney 
general for carrying on informations ex officio, without 
the intervention of a grand jury or the forms observed 
by the courts of law in other cases. It was negatived 
by a great majority ; but the opposition being deter- 
mined to bring on an cnquiiy into judicial proceedings 
under another form, a mbtion was made shortly after, 
for a committee to enquire into the administration of 
criminal justice, and the conduct of the judges, parti-* 
cularly in cases relating to the liberty of the prcss,»and 
tlic power and duty of juries. This* was also rejected, 
alter a copious debate, by a majority of more than two 
to one. 

In the House of Lords, a motion having been made, 
on November 28th, by Lort^ Cb’atham, reldtive to the 
Middlesex election, there arose out of it a digressive 
discussion concerning the practice of the judges of 
directing the jury from the bench, and giving judgment 
in cases of prosecution for libels, in'^iihich a particular* 
reference was made te Lord Mansfield’s charge on 
Woodfell’s trial. On this occasion, that learned lord, 
entering into a vindication of his 'conduct, directly 
opposed by the ex-cftancelloy t«ord Camden; but the 
debate was at that time te*'rainated by a motion for ad- 
journment. This attack, together with what had pSssed 
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in the House pf Commons, induced Lord Mausfield ‘to 
give notice for a paIl«of the house ; and wheh it took 
place, his loroship acquainted the house thdt he had 
left a paper with the clerk containing the unanimous 
judgment of the Court of Kind’s Bench in t^ie case of 
the Kjiig against Woodfall. The question being then 
asked* whether it was intended that this paper should be 
eittered upon the journals of^thb House, and answered 
in tiic negative, it was admitted that no notice could 
properly be taken of such a document. Ix)rd Camden, 
however, offered to maintain that the doctrine laid 
down as the judgment of the court was not the law of 
England ; and he intimated a wish to tie the other 
learned lord to a legal contest on these points, but the 
matter went no further, to the great disappointment of 
the public. 

Near the close of the year. Lord Weymouth rchigned 
the place cd‘ secretary of state for the southern depart- 
ment, in which he was succeeded by the Earl of lloch- 
ford. 

The war between the Turks and Russians raged in 
this year with augmented fury . During the winter and 
spring, great effbits were made by the Grand Vizier to 
recover the provinces of Moldavia and Walachia, in 
whieh he was so far successful, that the Russians were 
entirely driven from the borders of « the Danube ; and 
the whole of Walachia, with the lower part of Moldavia, 
were reduced, and the communication with the Tartars 
was re-opened. General Rom.anzow% who commanded 
the RjPssiart array on the ^*!ficstcr, moved in the spring 
towards the Rruth, and,'' in July, drove the Turks from 
their intreuchments mi that river. rur'>uing his march 
t(j|wards th^ conffuence of the Pruth with the Danube, 
<a desperate effgag^ent was brought on, August 3 d, 
which terminated in a total defeat of the Grand Vizier, 
who lost bis camp, Equipage, aipmunition, and a great 
number of -cRnripn. In trie mean time. Count Panin had 
inve^lj;ed Binder, which, after twO months^ seige, was 
taken, ^by storm on September 37th, the town being 
a^bst entirely destroyed by a conflagration that 00 
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cucred during the action. Kilia Nova, Bialgorod, and 
I brailow, afterwards surrendered to the Russians, who 
became lAasters ot* the whole northern, bank of the 
Danube. 

It had been part of the Russian plan in this war to 
attack the enemy in the southern part of his empire ; 
and accordingly a powerful fleet had been equipped to 
act in the Mediterranesfti, which, in the preceding yeaf, 
had been refitted in the English ports. The fleet had 
wintered in Minorca, *and, in February, sailed for the 
Morca, under the commar\^ of Count Orlof. A negoci* 
ation had been carried on with the Greeks during the 
foi'iiier year, and arms and ammunition had been sent to 
them wi< hout tlie knowledge of the Turks. The arrival 
of the Ilu‘>'>ians, therefore, was a signal of open revolt to 
that peojilc, whose enthusiasm was doubly excited by 
religious zeal (their fliith being the same with that of 
tlieii' new allies), and by the love of liberty. The Maino- 
tes, descendants of the ancient Spartans, flew to ’arms, 
and, inspired by hatred and revenge, massacred all the 
Turks who came in their v^ay, without distinction of age 
or sex. (’ount Orlof on his arrival had issued a mani- 
festo, in which, according to the spirit of his court, he 
declared, in the name of the empress, thal she looked , 
upon it as a religious duty to free the Greeks from 
Turkish sla\eiy, and promised rewfudnind protection to 
all who should join her army, threatening severe punish- 
ment to those who should refuse. The Russian forces 
Iirought to their assistance were, however, few, and the 
insurgents were not adequate^to the reduction of the 
places to which they laid siege, ilnd which were bravely 
defended. That of the castle of Patras was going on, 
when a body of Turks and Albanians passed the istiimus 
for its relief ; and attacking the besiegers at the same 
time that the.govenior ef/he calstle commanded a sally, 
they made a dreadful carnage, and? burned the city of 
Patras to the ground. ’The Mkinotes wjre afterwai'ds 
defeated in various encounters, all the Greek/ found in 
arms were put to death withoul mercy, and the Russians 
al length withdrew from the peninsula, while the re- 
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maining Mainotes took refuge in the fortresses of th^eir 
mountains. 'Meantime, the Russian main fTeet, rein- 
forced by a squadron under Admiral Elphini.tone, pur- 
suing the Turkish fleet whieh had retired to the Archi- 
pelago, found it, on July 5th, at anchor in the channel ot 
iScio, which divides that island from Natolia. An en- 
counter ensued, in which the ship of the Russian admiral 
£^d that of the Captain Pashaw, lighting yard-arm and 
yard-arm, and grappled together, both caught fire and 
blew up. The Turkish fleet then took the advantage of 
the night to run into the little bay of Cisme on the coast 
of Natolia, where, on the following night, fire-ships being 
sent in under the conduct of the English Lieutenant 
Dugdale, and covered by a division of ships commanded 
by Commodore Greig, tlie whole fleet was destroyed, 
with the exception of* a man of war and some gallies 
towed away by the Russians. This success enabled the 
Russians to over-run the neighbouring islands; and, being 
joined by a number of the Gieek inhabitants, they laid 
siege to the castle of Lemnos. It, however, was relieved 
by a body of Turks which, cjossing from Romania, put 
tlie Russsans to the rout, and cut to pieces most of the 
Greeks. »Somc attempts of the Russians to pass the 
Dardanelles were also frustrated ; and, upon the whole, 
the consequences of the destruction of the Turkish fleet 
were less iinportmit than might have been expected. 

To the disasters which befel the Ottoman empire in 
this year, was added that of a revolution in Eg}'pt, where 
an adventurous chief, Ali Bey, threw off the Turkish 
yoke, and, 'assuming the sppreme power, carried his arms 
into 'some of the neighbouring provinces of Syria and 
.^abia. • , 

The distracted kingdom of Poland continued a prey 
to all the evils erf anarchy and civil war, to which, in 
this year, was added the dreadful scourge of pestilence. 
The p|j|guc, first making its appearance in some villages 
on t&e Turl^ish frontier, spread into the adjoining 
Polish provinces, of l*odolia, VolKynia, and the Ukraine, 
packs of which were nearly depopulate. It was an cx- 
afnplc of the terror excited by this visitation, tiiat the 



1770. 


AWALS OK GEOAOE HI. 


ci4y of Jtaininicck, after a great mortality among its 
garrison aid inhabitants, was totally dcscytcd, and con- 
tinued abandoned I’or several months, neither Poles nor 
^lussians venturing to* take possession of the infected 
spot. The conledcracics were still numerous over the 
country, and desolation usually followed their steps. 

The rapacious spirit which had long characterised 
the court of Prussia, dlsp^iyed itself in this year by its 
treatment of the commercial city of Dantzic. The 
magistrates of that place liaving prohibited the Prussian 
recruiting officers from iev}ing men within their juris- 
diction, and the postmaster (who is an officer of Poland 
and not of Dantzic) liaving refused to pass without 
examination some casks of silv'cr sent to the Prussian 
resident, these acts were made the pretext lor sending 
a' body of Prussian troops into the territory of the city, 
whicli surprised the out-posts, seized the cannon, and 
made prisoners of the men ; and then, being pcin^breed, 
encamped four miles from the city. T'he alarmed 
Dantzickers having shut their gates, applied to the 
foreign ministers for thew intercession of their courts ; 
and at length, on agreeiflg to the payment of 75>000 
ducats, and subscribing certain conditions sufficiently 
hnmiliuting, they, were permitted to depute two of their* 
counsellors to make their submission to his PrusSiaii 
JMaje^ty. ♦ » * 

'I'hc Danes, having causes of complaint against the 
Algerines, sent a squadron to demand satisfaction, and 
the uegocialioii proving fruitless, an intention was • 
manifested by the Danish admiral to bombard Algiers, 
and reciprocal hostilities followed for some days ; after 
which the Danish fleet sailed away without having 
effected any thing. In this year several rapidand unex- 
pected changes took place ih the* Danish ministry, 
denoting that weakness in<the sovereign which was after- 
wards too manifestly ajiparcnt. , 

In Franco, much public commotio*n arost frovi the con- 
tests between the court'and thq parliaments. The Duke 
d’Aiguillon, who had many years been governor ofHri- 
lau), liad incurred great ill-will in the province from his 
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arbitrary administration, and in particular fort his vin- 
dictive persccutioi} of»M. de Clialotais, attorne/^-gcneral 
of Britany, a person highly venerated for the feeal with 
which he had supported the cause of freedom. I'he par- 
liament of the province, having obtained evidence con- 
cerning some of the duke’s nefarious proceedings, insti- 
tuted a prosecution against him, and in the month of 
April his trial commenced in ,thd presence of the king, 
the princes of the blood and peers, and the parliament of 
Paris. In the midst of the prodeedings, when papers 
had been produced which appeared to bring home the 
charges against the duke, the king inter[)o$ed his regal 
authority to prevent all farther enquiries. He after- 
wards held a bed of justice at Versailles, in which he 
caused letters patent to be registered, by which a stop 
was put to the trial, the accusations were suppressed^ 
and all persons were prohibited from taking further 
notice ^ of • them. This manifestation of the royal 
favour *to the Duke d’Aiguillon, did not secure him 
from otlier attacks. The parliament of Paris published 
an arret, forbidding him to exercise any of the func- 
tions of the peerage, till the stains of his charactei 
should be effaced by a legal trial; which arret was 
'Immediately annulled by a counter-decree issued by the 
king in council. The princes and peers then strongly 
remonstrated agaihstftne arbitrary proceedings of the 
crown ; and the parliament sent to Versailles a solemn 
deputation to the same purpose, which was answered by 
„a peremptory command to oppose no more obstacles to 
the pike’s 'enjoyment ofi-tne rights of peerage. The 
parliament, however, on*' the next day confirmed all its 
former resolutions. • The parliaments of Bourdeaux, 
Toulouse, t and llennes, displayed equal vigour and 
perseverance in .the same cause. A deputation from 
that of Britany having received permission to wait on 
the king, at Compelgn^ were not allowed to speftk a 
word, ^TOd^ two of their members were arrested and 
sent ^ the castle of Vincennes.* The parliament of 
Paris having persisted in' its remonstrances, the king 
jpAme suddenly to the capital on the morning of 



1770. ANNALS OP GEOttOE HI, 05^. 

September 3d, and surrounding the parliament>house 
with his aiards, held a bed of justice^ at \^hich, after 
severely upbraiding the members \*'ithi their disobc* 
dience, he dismissed the chambers of inquests and 
requests, *and calling for all ihc acts and decrees 
against the Duke d’Aiguillon, he caused them ,ail to 
be erased. The chancellor, then, in the king’s namp, 
made a speech imposing alijsolute silence for the future 
On this subject. Notwithstanding this prohibition, the 
parliament held another meeting, and issued an arret, 
in which, after some remarks on the arbitrary power 
which had been exercised contrary to the letter and 
spirit of the constitution, an intention was expressed 
of persevering to carry truth to the foot of the throne. 
Violent measures were in the mean time carried on 
against the other parliaments, in which officers of the 
army were sent to compel the registering of the royal 
edicts, or to tear in pieces the arrets of the parliaments, • 
and banish or confine some of their members. On one 
side strong remonstrances were made in assertion of pri- 
vilege ; on the other, arrets were issued, laying down 
maxims of the most unlifnited monarchial authority ; 
and these disputes must • be alwsws memorable in 
French history, as sure indications or that rising storm • 
which, in the next reign, was to overthrow the whole 
fabric of the existing government/* * 

In the month of May, the Dauphin of France was 
married to the Archduchess Antoinetta Maria. A 
grand exhibition of fire-works at Paris, in honour of the 
event, was attended, through* mismanagement, with a 
most shocking loss of lives among the crowded spec- 
tators. 

In Corsica so much disaffection prevailad against 
the dominion of France, that the govbiinor was obliged 
in the summer to take the field in order to reduce the 
malcontents, who had rpndere^ it unsafe to go beyond 
the walls of the fortified towns. Many of the natives 
were executed, and others w^re sent for transportatioh 
to the West Indies ; but a number still remained iu 
arms iu their inaccessible posts. 

. h*2 
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The Tunisians, who had made a treaty y ith the 
Corsicans as'an independent people, having, «nce the 
conquest of the island, made prize of all Corsican ves- 
sels under French colours, and also expelled' thC' 
African company from a coral fishery on thdir coasts, 
a small French squadron was sent against Tunis, which 
having bombarded Biserta and threatened other places, 
brought the Bey to terms, an|fi dbtained reparation for 
the injuries committed. 
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Year of Oeorge III. 11 & 12r 

Parliament 3 & 4. 

• 

Vhange% in the Mimstiy* — Convention vmtk Spain^ — Motion co«- 
cernmg the Middlesex El€cti 07 i, — Borovsh of Neto Shoreham. — 
N(U}\paper Writers proceeded against by the House of Common%y and 
. consequences. — Lord Mayor and Alderman Oliver sent to the Tovoer. 
— • Election of Scotch War betvoeen Turks and Russians. — 

— Plague at Moscoto. — Polish Corfederacies : Attempt on the King 
of Poland. — Death (f the King of Sxveden, and Accession of Gus» 
iavusIII. — Contests in France : ^Parliaments abrogated, —porstca. 

— Floods in England: Eruption of Sohxay Moss. 

At the beginning of the year Sir Edward Hawke 
resigned his place at thefhead of the admiralty, and 
was succeeilcd by the Earl of Sandwich. The Earl of 
Halifax was made secretaiy of state in the room of the < 
latter, and his post of lord.-privy-seal was filled by the 
Earl of Suffolk. Judge Bathurst was^ promoted to the 
office of lord-chancellor with the title of Baron Apsley ; 
and various other promotions took place in the law 
departments, among which were the names of De 
Grey, Thurlow, and Wedderhurne. * , 

Negotiations had been carrying on with the Spanish 
court, relative to the dispute between the two nations 
on the affair of Falkland islands, which, at ^he latter 
end of November, had been broken off„ and the English 
minister had been directed to quit Madrid, in the 
expectation of an inevitable rupture*. In the beginning 
of this year, however, they haJ bden resume^ and on 
January 2Qd, a declaAition w^ signed by the Spanish 
ambassador in London, I^ince Masserano, and ac- 
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ceptcd by the Earl of Rochford, which was lai/l before 
parliament. In tjiis declaration, the result « a con- 
veniion, his Catholic Majesty disavowed the violence 
committed on the subjects of his Britannic Majesty, in' 
obliging them by force to evacuate Port Egmont, and 
engaged to give orders for the restoration of every 
thing to the state it was previously in ; but protested 
at^he same time, that this engagdment was in no wise to 
aifect the question 01 tlie prior right of the sovereignty 
of the Malouinc or Falkland IslanUs. On the other side, 
his Britannic Majesty accepted the said declaration 
and engagement, as a satisfaction for the injury done to 
the crown of Great Britain. Together witK these docu- 
ments, there were presented to parliament a number 
of papers relative to the transaction j but among them 
were none respecting the claims and representations 
made by the court of Spain since the first settlement 
of Falkland's island by the English, nor could any 
information be obtained relative to a supposed inter- 
ference of France in the negotiation. Addresses to 
procure such intelligence werp moved, but were nega- 
tived by great majorities. The opposition then made 
violent attacks upon the convention, as having neither 
•satisfied the insulted honour of the nation, nor pro- 
vided against a recurrence of similar disputes. In the 
replies it was contended, that Spain had done all that 
we had a right to expect, by her disavowal of the act 
complained of ; that the first afiront had been given 
by our people, in warning the Spaniards from an island 
whidt they* considered as t^heir own ; and that the title 
to these islands had alA^ays been a matter of dispute, 
the claims on eaclFside being so equivocal and un- 
certain th^t they were incapable of decision. In the 
end, addressed* to^the king were carried in both houses, 
expressing satisfaction in tha redress obtained, and 
aasuran^ of their 2 ealous support on every future oc- 
caaionflKt may be [fresumed, that all will at present 
agree, it would have been 'great folly on either 
pigt to have gone to war about a group of barren 
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isJandsJ in a miserable climate, which have since been 
abandn,*d by both nations, andjeft to the occupation 
of seals and penguins. * / 

The principles upon which the Middlesex election 
had bceif decided, being still regarded as bringing into 
question points vei*y important to the constitution, a 
member of opposition, high in character and ‘conse- 
quence, moved, on Ffebruaiy 7th, for leave to brin^in 
a bill for ascertaining th^ eights ‘of electors in respect 
to the eligibility of persons to serve in parliament. 
The points, which he iiffirmed had by that decision 
been unconstitutionally determined, were, 1. that the 
iioiise of commons could by its own power make law; 
Q. that one determination of the house was such law ; 
3. that incapacity was the consequence of expulsion. 
On these heads he argued with much acuteness ; and 
a debate between the different parties ensued, which 
terminated in a division that negatived ,thQ motion by 
a majority of IG 7 against 103. • 

A remarkable circumstance brought before the house, 
in which it acted witl^ laudable unanimity, was the 
detection of gross corraption in the borough of New 
tShoreham. The consequence was a bill for the in- 
capacitation of 81 of the freemen from voting at elec, 
tions for representatives, and an address to the crown 
for a public prosecution of ^e» committee which 
managed the nefarious traffic. 

Tins session of parliament was distinguished by some 
singular occurrences, materially affecting the privileges^ 
and prerogatives of the hquse*of commons. It had* 
become the practice of newspaper wrifers to take a 
liberty, not nefore ventured upon, of printing the 
alleged speeches of members of parliament^under their 
names, some of which in the wWe^ and others in es- 
sential parts, were spuripus productions, and in any case 
cmitrary to the standing orders of the house. A com- 
plaint on this ground having^ been majle by a memhmr 
against two of these* printers, an order was issued for 
their attendance at the bar of the house, with which 
they did not comply. A final order being sent with 
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no better success, a motion was made and c^'ried by 
a great majority, that they should be taken unto the 
custody of th<t serjeant-at-arms for contemj)l. This 
officer Iiaving re})orted that they were not to be found, 
a royal proclauidtion was obtained, oflering u reward 
for their apprehension ; and six more printers were 
includbd in the order for attendance. Soon after, one 
ofHhe printers named in the proclamation was appre- 
hended in the city,* and Carried beftwe Alderman 
Wilkes, who, regartling the caption as illegal, no crime 
having been proved or charged against him, and also 
as contrary to the privileges of the city of London, not 
only discharged the man, but bound him over to pro- 
secute the captor for an assault and false imprisonment, 
whom likewise he obliged to give bail for his appear- 
ance to answer for the oftence. Another printer, who 
was ajiprehended and carried before Alderman Oliver, 
was liberated exactly in the same manner. A third, 
being apprehended at his own house by a messenger of 
the house of commons, sent for a constable, who took 
them both before the Lord Mayor, Crosby, at the 
Mansion-house, where at the sanje time were the 
Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver. The deputy serjeant- 
;j,t-arms also attended, and the Speaker’s warrant being 
produced, it was adjudged illegal, as not being backed 
by a city magistrate.. The printer, was accordingly 
discharged ; and upon his making a complaint against 
the messenger for an assault, a warrant for his com- 
mitment to prison was signed by the three magistrates, 
“vhich would have beeh put in execution, had not the 
seiicant-at-arms at length given.bail for him. 

The account of tb«se transactions was received with 
high indignation by the house of commons, and an 
order for the Isor^ Mayoi^s attendance in his place, as 
a member of parliament;/ wa{i carried by a great 
majori^^g|||diis lordship justified his conduct by his 
oath Qjflpnce to^preserve Inviolate the franchises of the 
cityf®BW he desired to be heard by counsel, which was 
rm ( j |S ed. His clerk was also ordered to attend with the 
njinute book of recognizances, when he was obliged to 
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erase t|at of the messenger; most of tlie 'opposition 
member^ quitting the 410(186 during this proceeding, 
with tlie (leclaration that they vroiud hot witness an 
act so arbitrary and subversive of justice. Alderman 
Oliver, jflso a member of parliament, was ordered to 
attend, and was committed lo the Tower upon the 
grouncl of breach of privilege : and the lord mayor, 
whom illness had hitherto prevented from appcaruig 
before the house in person, on* his attendance two 
days after, was likfcwise committed to the Tower 
on the same charge, l^eantiine the city of J.ondon 
had not been remiss in taking up the cause of its 
magistrates. A court of common council had voted 
thanks to the lord mayor and the two aldermen for 
their assertion of the privileges of the city; and a 
committee was appointed to assist them in their 
defence, witli power to draw for money on the chamber 
of London. The populace displayed their zeal in 
fav our of persons whom they regarded as suffe#ers for 
the public liberty, by accompanying them in crowds 
with loud acclamations .when they w’cut to, and re- 
turned from, the house of commons ; and on one of 
these occasions they grossly insulted several obnoxious 
members, and Lord North was brought into imniincnl. 
danger of his life. 

The house had the advantage,, in «their contest with 
the Lord Mayor and Alderman Oliver, of employing 
their authority over their own members; but with 
respect to Alderman Wilkes, they lay under an em- . 
barrassrnent which for somewtimTe prevented any pro- 
ceedings against him. To an brder for his attendance 
at; the house, he had sent a letter to the Speaker, in 
which he observed that no notice had beey taken of 
his being a member, and he had not been desired to 
attend in his place, both which circumstances were 
essential ; and that he^ now, in the name of his con- 
stituents, demanded his scat !n parlianjcnt, where he 
would give a full detail of his conduct in the trans- 
action. This letter being oftcred to the house by the 
Speaker, a long debate ensued, which ended in the 
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refusal of its reception j and other orders we^e issued 
for liis attendance, of which he took no nofice. At 
length, a few Hays before the recess, the house finding 
they had got into a difficulty, and «loubtful of the 
extent of their privileges, made an order for the 
aldcnnan’s attendance on a certain day, and then 
a(ljourncd to the day after ; a mode of escape whicli 
certainly could not tfiid to rjiise their character in the 
nation. TJie other two magistrates, who had been 
brouglit up by writ of habeas coipus before the court 
of ('ommon rleas, after long pleadings, were remanded 
to the Tower, where they remained in custody till 
the end of the session, when their liberation was cele- 
brated with great rejoicings. A committee of the 
house of commons, which had long sat on the matter of 
pj i\ ilege, on bringing in its report, only recommended 
to the house, that Miller, the printer of the London 
Eveniq^g Post, should be taken into custody j and thus 
ended a contest, in which passion seems to have greatly 
predomitiated over wisdom. From that period, the 
proceedings of parliament, and the speeches of the 
members, have been publisbdd in the newspapers with- 
out obstacle. 

' Whatever credit might have* been lost by the mi- 
nistry in some of these disputes, they never were firmer 
in their seats thah in the present • year. The great 
majorities by which eveiy tiling was carried in par- 
liament, and the defection of Mr. Grenville’s party, 

. reduced opposition for the most part to a state of apathy ; 
and the public at large little interested itself in political 
concerns. The city of London, indeed, remained in 
ill-humour on accoifht of the'ti’eatment of its magi- 
strates ; and $ farther topic of complaint was afforded 
by a bij^Jl^he embankfnent of Durham Yard, which 
was ]||||HP^d as a gross violation of the city’s right 
of cOjmKvancy andjnxjperty i» the bed of the river 
Tliaips and was imputed to the court favour acquired 
l^y two builders. , ‘ 

In June, the death of the Earl of Halifax made a 
vacancy in the northern secretaryship of state, which 
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was fillc 1 by the Earl of Suffolk, whose place of lord- 
priyj'-sciii was taken by the Duko of praflon. 

In the beginning of the year a spiritibd attempt was 
made by a number of the Scotch peers to liberate their 
elections 'from the dictation of tlie ministers. On the 
vacancy among the sixteen chosen to sit in the House 
of Lords, occasioned by the death of the Duke of 
Argyle, the Earl of Dy^rt was first recommended Jiy 
a circular letter from lAird North j but objections 
arising to him, the Earl of Stair was proposed in his 
stead in a letter from Jl^ord Sandwich. The inde- 
pendent party determining to support the Earl of IJrca- 
dalbane, at the election at Holyrood House on January 
2d, a majority of the peers present voted for that no- 
bleman, but the signed lists of those who were al)scnt 
were so much in favour of the Earl of Stair, that he 
was returned by a majority of nine, ^'ho Earl of Sel- 
kirk thereupon entered a protest against the return, 
upon the ground of the open interferepce of Ihe mi- 
nisters of state by their circular letters, which, though 
couched in terms of simple good wishes for the approved 
candidate, were in fact meant to be compulsory on all 
who expected favours from the administation. This 
protest was concurred in by thirteen other noblemen,, 
the Duke of Buccleugh at their head. 

The war between the Turks land Russians was at- 
tended in the early part of the cam paign with few im- 
portant events, both parties appearing to feel tlie 
exhaustion consequent upon a long drain of blood and ^ 
ti’easure. Various actions, however, occulted between 
the troops posted on each sidd of the Danube, in most 
of which the Russians were the victors ; and in March 
a considerable body of Turks wm driven opt of Giur- 
gewo on the Walachian side of that jriver, where they 
were strongly entrenched. The principal object of the 
Russians in this year jvas thq coftquest of Rrim Tar- 
tary, to which the operations on Che D^ube were only 
secondary. The anfty destjped for this enterprise was 
commanded by Prince Dolgoruki, who in the month of 
June came in view of the lines of Precop, the main 
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defence of that peninsula, which were occupied by the 
Khan Selim Gueray, at the head of a numerepis army 
of Turks and Tartars. On the 25th an attack was 
made by the Russians, which was completely successful, 
and on the^following day, the garrison of Pfe*cop sur- 
rendered prisoners of war. The whole peninsula was 
in a short time over-run by the conquerors j its capital, 

, Ka{la, was taken, after a de^at' given to the Turks 
under its walls ; several other fortresses were abandoned 
without resistance, and the Tartar inhabitants every 
where submitted and entered iijto conditions with their 
new masters. In less than a month only one fortress 
in the Ki'imea remained unsubdued. On the side of 
the Danube, success for a time attended the Turkish 
arms ; Giurgewo being recovered by a sudden assault, 
and an attack of the Turkish entrenchments being ‘ 
repulsed with considerable loss. Later in the campaign, 
liowever, tli^j Turks, who had a design of establishing 
their wfotei’-qnartei's on the Walachian side of the 
Danube, were defeated in various encounters j the 
grand \izier, in liis fortified camp, was forced by Ge- 
neral W eisman, with the loss ’of his artillery, and his 
whole army was put to the rout ; and Giurgewo again 
game into the possession of the Russians. 

'J’hc naval transactions in the Mediterranean were 
of little importaiTce.c The Russian fleet, though 
much out of condition, had no antagonist to contend 
with, and spread terror and desolation through the 
islands and coasts of the Turkish empire, 'i'hc Greeks, 
^eterre^ by ‘the bad success of their rqyolt, remained 
quiet, or only employee^ themselves in piratical en- 
terprises. • • 

In the mMst of the triumphs of Russia, one of the 
capitals of fine Empire became a prey to ah enemy from 
which no military prowess could protect it. Among 
the horror^((f a Turkish wai*, that of the communica- 
tion of p^pmential conlagTon is not the least; and in 
the ^muier of thi-, year, Jby sonfe unknown means, 
'‘th^'‘^lague was conveyed, probably from the Polish 
iroq|ier, to the distant city of Moscow. It appears to 
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have ex sted there for some months, concealed under 
the disguise of a malignant fevoc ; ^;ut in the autumn 
it shewed itself under its true coloiirJl, and made* a 
dreadful havoc. . Fanaticism augmented the n\ischiof, 
by inspiring a faith in the power of the effigy of a 
certain saint to dispel the disease, and the vast crowds 
brought together through that persuasion, ser\cd to 
propagate the infectidn be}ond JJie possibility of iie- 
straiut. The venerable Archbishop Ambrosius having 
ordered the removal of the picture, an infuriated mob 
pursued him to a m 9 nagtery in wliich he had taken 
shelter, dragged him from the altar, and murdered him 
in the most l>arbai’ous manner. To quell the savage 
tumult, a body of troops fired into the midst of the 
crowd, and killed a great number. Many more were 
apprehended and punished ; and thus evils of every 
kind w'ere let loose upon the wretched inliabitants of 
Moscow. • 

The confederacies of Poland, which had appeared 
almost extinguished, broke out again in the course of 
this year with renewed, vigour, j)rivately supported, 
it was imagined, by the tiourt of France. A number 
of French officers entered among them as volunteers, ^ 
and better discipline being introduced into their trooj)s, • 
war was carried on with the Russians in many parts 
with balanced success. One of •the most remarkable 
circumstances attending this scattered warfare was an 
atrocious attempt to carry off the king, whom the mal- 
contents never regarded as the choice of the nation, 
but as one imposed upon it»bv*a foreign force. • One 
Pulawski, a confederate general, was the planner of 
this conspiracy, for the execution of which about forty 
persons were engaged under three chiefs. Qp the night 
of September 3d, having obtained admission into War- 
saw under disguise, thoy stopped the king, who was 
returning in a coach tp his palace, and dispersing his 
attendants, dragged him fbrcitly’out cf the caiTiage, 
in which violence heVeccivc^l a deep cut with a sabre 
on the head, and conveyed him on horseback out of 
the city. The night being extremely dark, the con- 
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spirators, of whom only a few were left with the king, 
wandered in the meadows, and perceiving the difficulty 
of carrying him oft) repeatedly asked their leader, 
Kosinsky, if they should not kill him. He diverted 
them from their purpose, and at length was Ifeft quite 
alone with his royal captive, who by discourse made 
such ah impression on his feelings, that he threw him- 
self at the king's feet, implored ffirgiveness, and swore 
to protect him from farther outrage. After some delay 
they obtained admission into a mill, whence the king 
sent a note to the commanded of his guards at Wai- 
saw, who brought him back with' an escort, amid the 
unbounded rejoicings of the court and people. Such 
was the termination of an enterprise, of which the cir- 
c'umstances were still more romantic, than tlic design 
was atrocious. The fate of Poland was now drawing 
to a conclusion. The Russian troops were reinforced, 
while thosa of Austria and Prussia advanced into the 
country* from dift'erent sides, and any eftectual resist- 
ance became impossible. 

In many parts of Germany, great distress was un- 
dergone from a scarcity of tins necessaries of life, in- 
clement seasons, and extraordinary inundations. 

. The King of Sweden died suddenly on February 
1 2th, and was succeeded by his son Gustavus III. who 
was then at Paris. • The new king immediately sent a 
declaration to the senate, in which he solemnly pro- 
mised to govern according to the laws and the con- 
stitution, and ])rotcstcd that he should regard as his 
enemies, and as traitors? to their country, all who .-.hoidd 
attempt again to introdftce a sovereignti/, or unlimited 
authority. Having son his return passed some days 
with the Ki^ of Prussia, his uncle, he arrived at Stock- 
holm in wh^re he was received with the greatest 

demonstrations of joy. He adopted popular manners, 
was easy of access, dnd familiar, in his address to the 
lower orders, whose jfftections he was studious to gain. 
A general election taking place ‘for members to the 
diet, the majority returned were of the country party, 
or caps, who were in opposition to the court party, 

•5 
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oTt hats. * At the opening of this assembly, June 55th, 
the king made a much admircil, speech, in which he 
renewed liis professions of attachmeht to l)is country 
and its free constitution, aiul strongly recommended 
concord and unanimity. He was not able, howcA'cr, 
to obtain from the diet a relaxation of those ca{)itula- 
tions, or articles of agreement with the peo})le, in 
limitation of the regal authority, whicli every kitjg 
of Sweden is obliged to sitbscribe ht his coronation. 

The disputes between the crown and the parliaments 
in France were in this year brought to a crisis. The 
king in person having caused an edict to be registered 
by the parliament of Paris, which recognized as a law 
of tile state the obligation of all the sovereign courts to 
register royal edicts, though in opposition to their own 
remonstrances, the parliament, which had previously en- 
tered protests against all that they should be compelled 
to do at a bed of justice, sent a deputation tQ the king, 
with a tender of the resignation of their ollices'should 
he refuse to withdraw the obnoxious edict. 'Jlie king, 
in return, commanded the parliament to resume their 
functions on pain of loss ol£ their employments, declaring 
at the same time that they must not hoiie for the revo- 
cation of his edict; to ^^hich it was answered, tliat tliey, 
could not obey, but would wait w'ith submission his 
Majesty’s pleasure. On January^l9th, a party of mus- 
qiietaires went at night to the houses of most of the 
members, and presented to each a lettre de cachet, re- 
quiring them to declare immediately, by signing Yes or 
No, whether they M'ould or^ wcAild not rosume their 
usual duties ; to which the greater part returnecl No, 
w^liile some refused any explanation, as being a general 
not a private concern. Two days al'ter, about forty mem- 
bers who had not been served with these lefters went, 
w'ith the first president j\t their bead, and passed an act 
against what had been done, merely that they might put 
themselves in the same situafion* with their brethren. 
The result was, that the members were all banished to 
villages near to, or distant fr6m, Paris. The patriotism 
which dictated this sacrifice was the more meritorious. 
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US the places in parliament are all purchased, sone'e 
of them at a very liigli rate, and the possession of 
them is entirely at 'the will of the court. To supply the 
place of these distinguished magistrates, a temporary 
tribunal was erected at which the king’s cotfhcil were 
obliged to act ; but this measure was so unpopular, that 
it was* necessary to place a guard of soldiers for their 
prjltection. On February 2!^d, tlie Kii.g held a bed of 
justice, at which an c'dict was" passed declaring, that as 
the jurisdiction of the parliamenf W’as too extensive, it 
was thought proper to divide it into six parts, under the 
denomination of supeiior courts, each of which was to 
possess a similar jurisdiction ; and a number of regu- 
lations were specified, jilainly implying that this arrange- 
ment was intended to bo permanent. Against this abo- 
lition of the most illustrious judicial court in France, 
protests and remonstrances were made by other parlia- 
ments, and bj many of the peers and princes of the 
blood, ^hich were very ill received by the king. The 
Chancellor Maupcau had in the mean time framed a new 
code of laws whicli was a])prov(,>d at court, and measures 
were taken for canning it into- execution ; and for the 
purpose of establishing this code and tlie new tiibunals, 
^another bed of justice was hehl on April 15th. *J'he 
princes of tbe blood testified their dissatisfaction at the 
system adopted, by refusing their attejidaucd, which was 
so much resented by the king, that letters were sent to 
them forbidding them to appear in his jiresence. The 
parliament of Rouen, acting w'illi the intrepidity which 
Tiad aljvays distinguished it*,issued an ari’et by which the 
members of the new parliament were declared inti’udcrs 
and usurpers, and tlie acknowledgment of their decrees 
was strictly forbidden. This bold proceeding highly 
irritated tm fourj;, and violent measures were said to 
have beesB^esigned, but'thattlic Duke of Ilarcouit lu- 
fused to^lke the command of the troops in Noiiiiaudy 
for carrying thpin into fexecution. In other parts of 
France the arbitrary plans of tke court were fully 
brought to effect, and tlurihg tin's year the parliaments 
of Besan^on, Bourdeaux, Aix, 'Joulousc, and Bi italic. 
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wcr« lotaAy suppressed, most of their members sent 
into banishment, and new courts ei;pcted in their room. 
.So little did the court fear the consequences of these 
acts of violence, that a considerable reduction was 
made of thtf French forces, both infantiy and cavalry. 

Corsica was still in a state of resistance t^ its new 
>oke, and the mountaineers waged a war with 'the 
I'lcnch troops, attended with every circumstance o^ 
cruchy on each side. Cbunt de* Marbamf having 
marched up the country at the head of several battalions 
was attacked with so much fiiiy in the passes of the 
mountains, that he incurred a very serious loss ; and 
a large detachment under the command of a colonel 
was attacked near IJastia, and almost totally destroyed, 
'i’lie French could not stir out of their garrisons without 
danger of massacre, and found it necessary to discon- 
tinue the works they were carrying on in tMerent parts 
of the island. ^ 

In the month of November the incessant rains Occa- 
'^ioned unusual floods in various parts of England, espe- 
cially in the northern counties, where great damages 
w'cre sustained. One of fbe most remarkable occur- 
rences was the bursting of Solw'ay Moss in Cumberland 
on the border of Scotland, the contents of which rushed 
like a torrent over the adjacent low tracts, sweeping 
away houses and trees, and converting many acres of 
arable laud into a black bog. ^ 
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Year* OF GRokoE III. 12&13* 

Parliament 4 & S. 

King* s Speech* — Motion for augmenting the Navy ^ ^ Clerical Petu 
tion agaimt Subset ipiion to the Articles* — Motion for Bill against 
dormant Claims oj the Church* — Royal Marriage Bill* — Motion 
Jor Bill for the Relief of Dissenting Ministers* — Thirtieth oj 
January Sermon. ^ Select Committee appointed for East India 
Affairs* — Death of the Princess Dotoager qf Wales*^ Changes in 
the Ministry* — Secret Committee on East India Affairs appointed* 
— War ivith the Carihhs in St* Vincents* — Insurrections of Slaves 
in Surinam and Brazil**^ Turks and Russians. like *Portc 7 
cover's E^ypt* — Commencement of the Partition qf Poland. — Re~ 
volution in Svoeden* — Political Revolution in Denmark* — Termhu* 
ation qf Contests in France* Hurricane in the West Indies* 

The session of parliament opened on January 21st, 
with a speech from the throne, in which satisfaction 
was expressed that the state of affeirs, I’orbign and 
domestic, was such as had not called for an earlier at- 
tendance of that Assembly ; and the perforxruince of the 
King of filpain’s engagement relative to Falkland’s 
Island was considered as promising the continuance of 
peace. An intimatipn was however given of the expe- 
diency of maintaining a tespectable naval establishment; 
and hints were thrown out of a necessity for the inter- 
ference of the le^slature for remedying abuses or ‘de- 
fects in tJhe administration of remote possessions, vhicli 
were u ndfera tooA to point at the East Indies. 

TheJS^ public business in parliament was a motion 
froijiTtlpi^ ministry m tl^e House of Commons for voting 
25,000 'seamen for the service of the current year. 1( 
was advanced as a reason for fliis augmentation, that 
the French having sent a considerable fleet to the ICast 
Indies, it was necessary to increase our naval force in 
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tl),at quarter in order to preserve a superiority j that on 
account of the late differences w^h f^ain a larger squa- 
dron than usual was employed for tli*e protection of the 
West India Islands j and that the war between the 
Turks and Russians had caused a greater number of 
ships to be occupied in protectmg our trade in the 
Mediterranean than had been customary in time of 
j^eaco. A farther argument was derived from tlie vjry 
iinj)rovcil state in whiclf the esfablishinent of guard- 
shiph had been placed, which was now such tliat twenty 
of the best ships in the navy were kept in complete 
condition, and so nearly manned, that a slight press 
woiilil at any time enable them to put to sea in a few 
days. I’lie motion was opposed, but it was carried 
without a division. 

A petition was brought to be presented to the House 
of Commons on February Gtb, involving a topic which, 
more than any other, has been found Icrtil^j of debate,^ 
and liable to agitate men’s minds. In the progress of 
free discussion relative to religious opinion, it was not 
surjirising that systems established at the eaily periods 
of the relbrmation, should appear to man^ later' en- 
quirers tinctured with error and inconsistency ; and 
the fiiiulamenlal jjrinciple of protestanti^m being the, 
right of private judgment, and’ a reference to the 
authority of scripture exclusively, the members of es- 
tablished churches would naturally in time feel a desire 
to be liberated from declarations of belief respecting 
points which the controversies of learned men had 
rendered dubious. In no jjrotdfetant church had such 
controversies been carried on*witli more freedom and 
intelligence than in that of En^land^ whence it had^ 
long been manifest that among its clgr^ di^cxences of 
opinion subsisted on important arljcles. A number 
of clergymen, and some membexs of the professions of 
Jaw and physic, who found themselves compelled to 
dissent from many of* the ddbtrhies of the thii’ty-nine 
iirticles, which every clerical person, and every gra- 
duate of the English universities, is obliged to subscribe, 
had held frequent meetings at the Feathers tavern in 
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London, for the purpose of obtaining a relaxation) in 
the matter of subscrj^>tion ; and at length about 250 
of them signed t'jie petition to. parliament, which was 
now offered. In the statement of their arguments, it 
has been remarked, that tl^ weakened theif cause by 
directing them more against .establishments in general, 
and the I'cquisition of declarations of faith, than against 
tlje particular points to which 'they objected ; so that 
they met with opponents in some who, though perfectly 
tolerant of diversities in religiofts opinion, thought it 
essential to an established church to have some cri- 
terion by which the profession of a common faith 
among its clergy might be secured. They who ad- 
hered more rigorously to the peculiar doctrines of the 
thirty-nine articles were of course decidedly adverse 
to any alteration in the terms of subscription, which, 
they contended, would endanger the existence of Chris- 
tianity itself) and would be an infringement of the 
king’s *'oath at his coronation. After an animated 
debate, the motion f<?r receiving the ])ctition was re- 
jected by the great majority of 217 against 71. 

Another debate, in which the church was concerned, 
though in a very diftei'ent way, occurred on a motion 
.made February 17th, for leave to bring in a bill for 
quieting the possessions of tlic subject against dormant 
claims of the church. It was argued, tliat as the 
Nullum 2'etnpus of the ci’own had been given up in 
favour of the people, tliere was no reason why some 
limitation should not be made to the claims of the 
church, the revival df which had in several instances 
proved a heavy grievance. The arguments on the 
other side went shey that the power of revival was 
absolutely ^neces^ry -to protect the church from those 
encroachments njrhich the laity have always been ready 
to )>racti^l^on her. ' The iijinistefs exerted all their 
in flueu^'fl^efeat the motion, y^^hich was rejected by 
a maj^i^y of 1^1 to il7r 

■ J, Q*h February 30th a message from the king was 
^>f,dijght to both houses of parliament, .stating, that his 
M^esty being desirous that the ri^t of approving all 

6 
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mjffriages in the'rd^ lamily, which has ever belonged 
to the kings of this realni> may bte niade effectual, re> 

, commends to both lious^s to take into their serious 
considei'al^On, Whether it may not be expedient to sup- 
ply the defects of the laws in |>eing, And by some new 
provision, to guard the desksb^ndants of 'his late Majesty 
(other than the issue of princesses married into foreij;gi 
families) from marrying ^without, the approbation of 
his Majesty and his successors. The immediate occa- 
sion of this message was supposed to be the recent 
marriage of the Duke of •Cumberland, the king’s bro- 
ther, to Mrs. Norton, a widow ladyj following that 
which had been contracted some time before by the 
Duke of Gloucester, his elder brother, with Lady 
Waldegravc, neither of which had been recognized at 
court. A bill was accordingly introduced in the House 
of Lords, which began with a declaration of the legality 
of the power claimed by the crown in tins resj)e^t, anil 
proceeded to enact the incapability of contracting mar- 
riage by the persons specified in the message, without 
the royal consent declared in council, and signified 
under the great seal. A j)roviso was, however, in- 
serted, tliat such persons being above the age of 
twenty-five, after giving twelve months’ previous notice * 
to the privy council, might marry without the royal 
consent, unless both houses of parfram’ont should declare 
their disapprobation of the union. In the progress of 
the bill, the opinion of the judges was taken, now far 
by the laws of the kingdom the Ijing is entrusted with 
the care and approbation of marriages of the*royal 
family ; and ilie answer returned was, that such power 
hdonged to the Kings of England as far as to their 
cliildren and grand-children, but how .miiah farther, 
they did not take upon theinselves to detemiine- 
Scarcely any bill in thi# reign underwent a mofevi-, 
goroiis oppolition, whialr was t;ontmued in’both houses 
during every stage, and appeared in a variety of motions 
for amendments, all*of which were negatived. The 
closest division occurred in the House of Commons, 
on a motion for orhitting the words in the preamble, 
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acknowledging the prerogative of the ci'own asserted 
in the king’s mess^e • this was rejected by no greater 
rt^aiority t&an to 1 64. The bill was carried through 

witn considerable i-apidity. Two strong protests were 
entered against it in the House of Lords. * 

The debates respecting the petitioning clergy ha\nng 
given rise to some observations with regal’d to the 
h^dships undergone ,by diss^tihg ministers, in being 
obliged to subscribe the doctrinal aiticles of the esta- 
blished church, from which they (ferivedno emolument, 
and an inclination appearing iu many members to aflbrd 
them relief, the body of those ministers in London were 
induced to appoint a committee for preparing a bill to 
that purpose. Their case was, that by the act of to- 
leration in the reign of William and Mary, while a 
right was granted to the dissenters of exercising tlieir 
public worship withoiit restraint, their ministers and 
schoohmautcrs were laid under the obligation of sub- 
scribing all the doctrinal articles of the church of Eng- 
land, under heavy penalties for the omission. As at 
that period the dissenters in, general agreed with the 
established church in point of uocti’inc, this obligation 
probably was not felt as a grievance ; but the spirit 
of enquiry, still less shackled among them than among 
the establishment, had effected such a change of opi- 
nion, that only a* small proportion* of ministers had 
complied with the requisition for subscription, and the 
greater number were therefore obnoxious to the pe- 
nalties, though from the tolerant spirit of the time tlicy 
had not been enforced. •I'he bill for relieving them 
in this point, was brought in by Sir George Savillc ; 
and reasonable did'fts principle appear to the hoiftc 
in g^etaU thatjit passed the third reading with a very 
inconsiderable oppou^pn, many members who had ob- 
jected to |he.*etition the clCTgy, conejamng in this. 
Its recep^on in the Hoijse of Lords was, however, very 
4ijffefeii^|nd it was thrown out at the second reading 
by' a including proxies, bf 102 to 2Q. 

TiN^^her circumstances, connected with religion, 
ina^^gpferve recording. A Dr, Nowell having preached 
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before the House of Commons a sermon on the SOth 
of January, containing passages up&vourable to liberty, 
the thanks given him as a matter of bourse were, upon 
consideration, voted without a division to be expunged. 
Shortly after, Mr. Mo^tagi]^ made a motion for a repeal 
of the act emoiniim the (^a^ance of tliat anniversary, 
which was negatived. • 

On March doth a motiop was made in the House «f 
Commons by the depnt^-chairm&u of the Kast inefia 
Company, ror leave ’to bring in a bill for the better 
regulation of the Company’s servants and concerns in 
India. Its object went to restraining the governor and 
council from engaging in trade, and to a total alter* 
ation of the Judicature in Bengal, as well as to other 
changes, winch obviously could not receive a full con- 
sideration BO late in the session ; it was therefore laid 
aside after the second reading. Such, however, was 
the impression of the necessity of strict examination 
into the subject, that a motion passed wiftioat a di- 
vision, for the appointment of a select committee of 
members to enquire into the nature and state of the 
East India Company, and of the affairs in the East 
Indies. Notliing further of importance passed in par- 
liament to the close of the session in the month of 
June. 

On February §th, died her llqyal Highness the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, in tfie 53d year of her age. 

In the autumn, the Earl of Hillsborough resigned the 
post of secretary of state for the colonies, in wliich he 
was succeeded by the Earl of Dartmouth,, a nobleman ‘ 
supposed favourably affected the American colonists, 
as he had acted with those who repealed the stamp-tax, 
and had opposed all other modes of taxing them. Other 
changes afterwards took place. Earl Haredurt was ap- 
pointed to the vicerosjiJity of Irelantl, in the room of 
Lord Townshend, VflnVas placed at the head of the 
ordnance. Among Tne promotions was that of the 
Honourable CharlesbFox to a seat at the treasury bostfd. 
The strength of the ministry was in no respect im- 
paired by these alterations. 

j 4 
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The East India Company^ alarmed at the parlia* 
mentary enquiry into.thcir affairs, and conscious of the 
prevalence of ^vreftt abuses, resolved to send out a now 
commission of iiuj)eiv i.-'ion in the place of that which liad 
so unfortunately inisca^Tied ; but the publication of the 
report of the select commi^ec having excited general 
indignation, and the king’s sjjcech at the opcnuig of the 
axtuinnal session particularly pointing out the situation 
of the company to tife consideration of parliament, the 
subject was directly taken up by government. Lord 
North moved for the appointn\cut of a committee of 
secrecy, consisting of thirteen 'persons, to be chosen by 
ballot, for taking into consideration the affairs of the East 
India Company. This motion, though opposed as uncon- 
stitutional in a case where there was no criminal charge, 
passed without a division ; aud the ballot took place, 
by which a committee was nominated, pruicipally con- 
sisting of men in office, or such as were known to be en- 
tirely devoted to the ministry. In a short time alter its 
appointment, the secret committee laid a ro})ort before 
the house, stating that although the Company were much 
distressed in their finances, thqy wei’e going to send out 
an expensive commission of supervision j and recom- 
mending that a bill should be brought in to restrain 
'them for a limited time from .executing such a measure. 
A very warm debatje ensued, in which all the arguments 
were touched upon — ■ on one side relative to the vio- 
lence and injustice of interfeiing with chartered rights j 
on the other, to the misconduct of the C-ompany, and 
the necessity of putting«they' affairs under other manage- 
ment-^which in many subsequent debates were repeated 
in the most varied and^^lf^used forms. The bill how.- 
ever passed in both houses by great majorities. A 
secona repdtt in thc mean time had been publishetLby 
the se/ec/ committee, which idso^bsistcd, giving a very 
unfhvourable view of ihe Cpnip|||||k’s finauces, notwith- 
standing the great addition to^eir territorial reve- 
nues/ t 

The Caribbs or aboriginal natives of the Wct>t 
Indian Island of St. Vincent’s, ceded to Great Britain 
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afrthe peace, having been for some years at variance with 
the English settlers, who wished* to dispossess them of 
their lands, took up arms, resisted a proposed exchange 
of lands, and boldly asserted the rights of an independ- 
ent people. As it ap|ieared im|)ossible for the Euro- 
pean inhabitants to n'old ':^ir 'settlements in safety 
under such a, divided occupation, orders were sent pi 
April from' government, /of two, regiments in Noriii 
America to join about an e^al«number already in the 
island, for the purpose of reducing the Caribbs to sub* 
mission. This proved to be a service of difficulty and 
danger, and the troops, in the middle of November, bad 
not been able to penetrate more than four miles into 
the country, after undergoing considerable losses. The 
business was brought before parliament in December, 
but the proceedings upon it were deferred till after the 
Christmas recess. 

The disturbances between the native and negro popu- 
lation and the European, in the southern part o^ Ame- 
rica, during this year, extended to the possessions of 
other })Owers, and were njuch more serious and alarming 
than tliose above-mentioned. In the Dutch colony of 
Surinam a formidable insurrection of the negro slaves, 
who have always been treated by the settlers of that ' 
nation with great severity, for several months spread 
terror throughout, the country, -and caused many of 
the most valuable settlements to be abandoned. The 
insurgents were so well provided with arms and ammu- 
nition, and so expert in the use of them, fliat it was found 
necessary to send ships and troops from Holland* and 
act against them as a regular foe. In Brazil, the negro 
uiui Indian slaves united, .assembling in great numbers, 
advanced against the Portuguese, and various actions 
ensued attended with much bloodshed. The free 
natives of Chili, resenting an aitmpt of the Spaniard^, 
to re-establish their set^ment pt C^tro irithe island 
Chiloe, rose in arms, and destroyecl a great part of the 
cities of Baldivia antl'St. Jago. So dangerous did this 
insurrection appear, that the Viceroy of Peru oridered a 
body of troops to be assiembled at Lima for its suppres- 
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sion, and an armament was sent from Spain for the 
same purpose. , * 

The war between the Turks and Russians was this 
year in a state of suspension, Negociations had been 
carrying on during the winter under the mediation of 
the cqurts of Vienna and Berlin, but the demands of 
lljissia were so high that the Porte absolutely refused 

* to accede to tlie proposed conditions. Aa armistice, 
however, was signed on May 30th, between the two 
opposite commanders on the Danube, the Grand Vizier 
and General Romanzow, and ^ congress for settling the 
articles of peace was agreed on, which opened on July 
15th at Foczani in Walachia, in presence of the Austrian 
and Prussian ministers. Nothing effectual being done 
at the confc'cnces, the congress broke up in September; 
but before the resumption of hostilities, the Grand 
Vizier sent to Romanzow to propose a renewal of it, 
which jvaff acceded to, and the suspension of arms was 
prolonged to the following March. The Russians in 
this interval concluded a treaty with the Tartars of the 
Krimea, in which these people, renounced the Ottoman 
sovereignty, and were declared independent under the 
protection of Russia. 

• The Porte, however, received some compensation for 
this loss in the recovery of its dominion over Kgypt. 
Ali Bey having 'in. consequence .of some jeidousy 
banished from lus court his brother-in-law, Aboiidaab, 
and some other Beys, they retired to Upper Egypt, and 
formed a conspiracy ^against him. In April he sent 
fbrcea to oppose tliem, which were entirely defeated ; 
on which event Ali Bey fled ^rom Cairo with his trea- 
sures, and took refugS with Blend and ally. Chick 
Daher, a distinguished aged ^ief in Syria. Upon this 
intelligence, the Ottoman government sent Aboudaab a 
firman comyituting bun its commander in Egypt, whicli 
thus afflji^Pubmitted to jts autflority. 

? Th^^^ar will be memorable in history us the com- 
.mence^nt of that partition of Poland between three 
oontiguons powers, which has served as an example and 
apology for all those sliameless violations of public 
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ri^ht and justice that have stained the modern annals of 
'i^rope. It has been already mentioned that the troops 
, <^the three powers had entered Poland from different 
sides, and were conjoined in tiie design of suppressing 
those coniederacies which were ruining their country ; 
and such a purpose would have been laudable, liad its 
ends been fair and disinterested. The original inten- 
tion of Russia, however, in intermeddling with ^e 
Polish affairs, was that of rendering the republic entirely 
dependent upon her. Prussia, from the first entrance 
of Jier troops, displayed tliatiboundless rapacity and un- 
feeling tyranny whicli idways marked the conduct of the 
(rreat Frederic towards weaker neighbours ; and besides 
immoderate pecuniary exactions, the transportation of 
numbers of Polish families to people the barren sands 
of his hereditary dominions w'asa characteristic trait of 
his despotic policy. Austria, under the rule of the em- 
press-queen, appears long to have held back from the 
projects of guilt, but at length, in February 17^2, the 
fatal treaty of partition was signed. At this time the 
confederacies were in a state of vigour inspired by 
despair, and they gained possession by surprise of the 
citadel of Cracow, and frequently skiimished with the 
Russian detachments and Polish crown troops. Shortly,* 
however, all their remaining fortresses being taken or 
under siege, theii* principal leader 'entered into terms 
with the Russian .commander. The foreign armies 
successively occupied the districts near them, and in 
September, the treaty of partiti9n, which had hitherto 
been kept secret, was declartd^ to Poland and Europe- 
After expressing the kindest intentions towards Poland, 
the allied |)Owers mention, that ” having respectively 
very considerable claims o»the po^ssionsiof the re- 
public, they will not expose them to the haz^ of future 
contingencies, and have thefefbx^ detenttmd among 
themselves to assert thoSe rigl)ts and claims, which eaek . 
of them will hereafter be ready to justify in time and 
place, by authentic "Vecordf^ - and solid reasons,” -.The 
speciffcations are then given of the countries they mean 
to take as equividents to their r%bts, to which,' however. 



Hi ANNALS OF GEORGE 111 . 1772. 

• t 

they did not adhere when they had agreed among theift- 
selves on a more cqmurodioiis partition. Promises were' 
lavished in profusion, of paying regard to the liberties, 
privileges, and property of the acquired subjects, pro- 
vided they submit quietly to the new order of things. 
The upfortunate King of Poland, with his little senate, 
issued a &j)irited counter-declaration to that of the 
> powei's, and solemnly protc^eef against the injustice 
of dismembering the country; which had no other 
effect than that of exciting their indignation, and pro- 
ducing menaces. At length, .in December, the king 
found it expedient to consent to their demand of con- 
voking a diet of the nation, for the next year, in order 
to enter upon a negociation for settling all differences. 
Before this extremity was acquiesced in, the king and 
senate had not neglected to make applications to the 
courts of Great Britain, France, and Spain, and the 
States General of Holland, for the fulfilment of their 
ancient 'treaties, and their protection against violence 
and spoliation ; but it does not appear that any attention 
was paid to them. . 

Sweden, in this year, was tile theatre of an extraor- 
dinaiy political revolution. 'I'he new king signed, in 
•February, the capitulation with the States of the king- 
dom in tile accustomed form, adding, on his own motion, 
an article absolving* them from their oath of allegiance, 
should he prcmcditatedly infringe .the terms of the 
capitulation. lie was crowned in May with unusual 
magnificence, and in a ^subsequent speech expressed the 
most jvitriotic attachment to the country and its free- 
dom. The diet w’as stifl sitti’ g, when in August, an 
insurrection took placb in the garrison of Christiaif- 
stadt, in which ^ captain at the head of the soldiery, 
having seized the> magazines and fortifications, issued 
a manifes^^ representing the Sftites of the kingdom as 
usurpora ^y an authority .despotic towards the nation, 
and aolfl^sive of the 'legal rights of the crown, and 
catliK upon all true Swede§ to joih with them in libe- 
rati^ tKfeir country. The king’s next brother, Prince 
Chawes, who was at this time at Carlescroon, availed 
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himself of the occasion to assemble all the troops in the 
neighbourhood, and take the CQmmandj and having 
pthlished a mysterious manifesto, ahd put a garrison 
• in Carlcscroon, he marched towards Cbristianstadt, as 
if to suppress the insurrection. Intelligence of these 
transactions being brought to Stockholm by General 
Rudbeck, a senator, measures were taken mr assem- 
bling troops; and as 'the regiments quartered in tl^c 
capital were suspected od account of their attachment 
to the royal family, orders were sent to tlic regiments 
of Upland and Sudermania to march thither with the 
utmost expedition. The* king, in the mean time, who 
was not consulted with respect to any of the resolu- 
tions of the senate, affected perfect satisfaction with all 
that was going forward, and even visited the posts and 
patroles of the burghers, who had been ordered to as- 
semble in arms, as if all had bejen done by his direc- 
tion. The diet, to whom the senate and J;he secret 
committee had communicated their measures airtl reso- 
lutiofis, approved and confirmed tliem. This was the 
state of things, till the king, having received dispatches 
irom his brother Prince tiilharles, summoned a meeting 
of the senators, August 19th, when he expostulated 
severely with them on the orders they had issued with- ^ 
out his consent. Tlie senators taking no notice of his 
complaints, insistc/i that he should shew them the let- 
ters which he had received from his brother ; and on his 
refusal, it is afllrmed that an attempt was made to secure 
his person, which he resisted by drawing his sword, and 
th.it retiring, he locked the dpor df the senate chamber, 
and put the key in his pocket. Another account 
•■nys, that the dispatches from Prince Charles had 
been intercepted by the prime minister. Count Kaling, 
who privately assembled tlie senate, Ijefore whom thej 
were opened and read ; ^nd knowledge ^pping thereby 
obtained of a scheme for overthrowing frid government ; 
after a night spent in ’consultktion, it was resolved to 
send for the king n^xt morning and put him under 
““arrest. MTichsoever of these accounts be the true 
one, it is certain that hus Majesty w’cnt to the grand 
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guard, and having assembled the ofiScers, niade^a speech 
to them,,cpmpkining^f the aristocratical tyranny uriil^. 
which .1^ and tHe nation groaned, and;demahded^f 
them whether they would assist him in throwing off the' 
yoke. To this proposal the.odicers in g^ei^, and all 
the soldiers, assented ; and:^e king, marching at their 
head,' proceeded to the a^nal and admiralty, where 
received the same assiiranct! from the .rest of the 
militaiy|. Without cntccmg^ito farther particulars, it 
is sufficient here to mention, that oaths of allegiance; 
being administered to all ranks, and the few who re- 
fused being committed to custody, the revolution in the 
capital was accompHslied without a drop of bloodshed. 
On August 21st, the king assembled the states, witli 
cannon planted in the court of their hall, and troops 
posted all around. Entering the hall in his regalia, with 
the silver hammer of Gustavus Adolphus in his hand, he 
made th^m a long address full of accusation against 
the seviate, and justification of his own conduct, and 
then ordered the new form of government to be read, 
consisting of 57 articles. Of these, the most material 
were such as gave to the crown the whole executive 
power, the nomination of the senate, the right ol‘ 
convening and dissolving the states at his j)leasurc, 
the nomination and removal of tlic judges, the ap- 
pointment to all. en^ployments civil and military, the 
imposition of taxes in case of actual invasion, and 
the disposal of the public money. The assembly was 
then asked if they would give theu’ oaths to observe 
this form* of goveriUneijJ;; and under such circum- 
stances, it is no wondter tiiat <therc was not a single 
dissentient voice. *The work being completed, ilie 
king .ros^ and taking a psalter out of his pocket, 
l>egan .to singTA^ife, in which the whole audience 

joined. Oa^ the. next day tiie old senators were dis- 
missedy^pg'jhew ches were appointed by the king. 
The^^pUbs were aftenfc'ards rc-assembled, when they 
dyp^^ .abundant loyalty. On theii: dismission, they 
■ by the kip^, that he hoped to meet them 
SSh ut tlie ,eml of, sUc years. Rewards and distine- 
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tlons were bestowed on the principal agents in this 
\revolution, and every precaution , was taken for its 
.^curity. The king himself is universally allowed to 
have displayed on this important occasion, great talents, 
firm resolution, and profound dissimulation. 

The neighbouring com^-of Denmark was also tlie 
scene of a revolution, winch, if of less political conse- 
quence than that of S^^en, was more interes^g- 
with respect to its efiect' qh individuals. The king, 
whose mental imbecility threw him entirely into the 
power of favourites, had given all his confidence to 
Struensee, who from his ^ysician became his prime 
minister, and to Count Brandt. These favourites were 
closely connected witli the queen, sister of the king of 
England, whilst the queen-dowager, sister of the Duke 
of Brunswick Wolfenbuttlc, and mother to the king’s, 
halfibrother Frederic, headed an opposite party. Struen- 
see, a man of ambition and enterprise, and fond of 
novelty, introduced many changes in the internal ad- 
ministration of Denmark, which created him numerous 
enemies, and the arts of the queen-dowager infiamed 
the discontents which llis conduct and measures had 
occasioned. A plot being at length arranged for 
effecting his dowmfall, early in the morning after v. 
masked ball given at court, on January Kith the queen 
dowager, her soif, and two nobles,' entered the king’s 
bed-chamber, and having terrified him with the inform- 
ation that the queen and iSlruensee had resolved to com- 
})el him to sign a renunciation of the crown, olrtained 
from him an order for the»arrest of her Majes^ty and 
her accomplices. This Was^ put in execution, and 
Struensee, from being the most powerful man in Den- 
mark, saw himself chained' in a dungeons whilst the 
j)opulace plundered or demolished 'the houses of his 
.adlierents. A commission wa$ appoiit^ for the trial 
of the alleged criminals, whOjbrddght in Struensee and 
Brandt ‘guilty of high treason, 'for which they were 
executed with drcfimstances of great severity. The 
queen, w'ho had been confined in the castle of Cro- 
nenl)urg, was charged witli' a' criminal connection witli ' 
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Struensee ; and it is thought that a design was enteri 
tained against her, lifff, but tl»at apprehension of the 
resentment of the English court caused it to be aban* 
doned. She was afterwards conveyed by an ^English 
squadron to Stade, and took up her residence at Zell, 
where ^he formed a small court. 

The opposition to the arbitrary measures of the crown 
'in 4.^rance was nearly, terminq^ed* in this year. The 
princes of the blood, unable to bear exclusion from the 
court, made overtures for accommodation, which were 
gladly accepted. . 

A hurricane of uncommon violence occurred in the 
beginning of September, in the West India Islands, by 
which those of St. Christopher, Antigua, St. Croix, and 
St. Eustatia, suffered very severely in their buildings 
and plantations. 
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Year ow GEOBoii ItL IS & 14. 

Parliament 5 & 6. 

• 

Debate on the CaribbSf and Treattf •mUh them. Petition of Captaine 
in the Navy. — ^ BiU in Favour of DisserUing Ministers introduced 
and rejected. — 'The same toitn respect to the BiU for Relief 
from Clerical Subscription. — Proceedings relative to the East India 
.Company. — BUI passed for its Regulation . — Motion in the House 
of Commons against Lord Clive. — Hostilities renemd between the 
Turks and Russians. — Dfeat and Death of Ali Bey. — Marriage 
of Grand Duke of Russia . — Cession of the divided Partteof Poland 
hy the Diet. - .Sweden. — Commencements of the Emperor Hosephm 
— Suppression of the order of Jesuits by the Pope. — Death of the 
King of Sardinia. — Insurrection at Palermo, — Discontents in the 
American Colonies, — Riots. ^Petition of Massachusets against 
the Governor. — Measures agaiitst the Tea Tax. — Cargoes of Tea 
thrown into the Sea at Boston, — Commercial Credit injured. 

One of the first subjects brought under discussion in 
parliament after the secess was the expedition against the 
Caribbs of St. Vincent, and motions were made in the 
House of Commons, calling into question both its jus- 
tice and policy, and requesting his Majesty to acquaint 
the House by whose advice it ws undertaken.* A Ij^ 
debate ensued, after which the nfotions were negatW^ 
by. a great majority. In the meantime hostilities ibml . 
terminated in the island by a treaty concludedLdin 
ruary 17th, between Mmor General Dahrymple and*]^' 
Caribbs, by which the latter acknowledged the;S(}'^i^ 
eignty of the King of G];eat Bri^in, lind agreed to sub- 
mit to the laws of the island as fid as regarded their 
transactions with the white in^bitants, whue they .weiSe 
to retain their own. customs and usages with respect to 
their intercourse with each other. The Caribbs also 
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ceded a large tract of land to the crow% but were 
secured in the ^11 possession of the part Isrhich they 
still retained. 

A petition presented to the house by the captains* 
of the navy for a small addition to theur half-pay 
was.opposca by the n(;timst^r on the principle of eco- 
nomy, and the danger that the admission of this 
•claim would open Ijie way to many others of a similar 
kind. Such, however, was the sense of the House of the 
merits of the petitioners, and the reasonableness of their 
request, that upon a divisioi} the petition was received 
by a majority of 154 to 14.5, and a committee being ap- 
pointed to examine into the allegations, an address was 
presented to tlic throne for an addition of two shilling.s 
a day to the captains* pay. 

The partial success which had attended the bill for 
the relief of the dissenters in the last year, encouraged 
them to bring in one of the same tenor in March. 
The 'most remarkable circumstance attending it was, 
that petitions against the bill were presented from 
several congregations of p^otestant dissenters of the 
calviniatic class, who apparently could not endure that 
others should be relieved from shackles which were not 
felt by themselves. The fate of the bill was exactly the 
same with that of the preceding year ; it passed in the 
House of Commons by a great majority, and was re- 
jected in the House of Lords by one as great. 

A farther attempt for relief with respect to tlie sub- 
scriptions enjoined by the established- church, was made 
by. amotion for a' committee of the whole House of 
Commons to consideV -of the subscription to the 39 
articles or any other tests required of persons in the 
universities. It produced a considerable debate, but 
was rejected by a minority of 159 to 64. 

The principal budness which occupied the attention 
of parliament in this^ session related to tlic East India 
Compamy. A petition was presented to the House of 
Commmis from the Company <in March, containing a 
requ^t for a loan from the public of 1,500,000/. for 
four years at four per cent, interest, to be repaid by in- 
*7 
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stafmcnts of d0ti,000^ with a resection t)f the Com- 
pany’s dividends to six per cent.* until half the debt 
.was' discharged, after which they might be raised to 
eight per oeht. Other proposals were annexed, one of 
which was tlut the Compaiiyi^ght be freed from their 
annual payment of 400,00i(ll^'^ the public for the re- 
mainder of the five years specified in the contract*^ 
After this petition had. beeint read, Lord North, having* 
first observed that granting relief to the Company was 
a matter of necessary policy, but bv no means a claim 
of right or justice, moved two resolutions, which were, 
in substance, that the afiairs of the East India Company 
are in a state to require parliamentary assistance ; and 
that a loan of 1,400,000/. be granted to it, with the 
proviso of adopting such regulations as may prevent 
the recurrence of the like exigence : which were agreed 
to. In the same ihonth the minister proposed two 
other resolutions, namely. That supposing {he* loan 
above-mentioned be granted tp ;the Company, its divi- 
dends shall be restricted tp six' "per cent., till the re- 
payment of the whole sttm; and that the Company 
shall not be permitted to divide more than seven per 
cent, till its bond debt be reduced to 1,500,000/. : and 
these also passed without a division. On April 5th, he 
moved the following resolutions ; That it will be more 
beneficial to the public iuid the Coihpany to let the ter- 
ritorial acquisitions remain ih the Company’s possession 
for a time not exceeding six years, (which was the term 
of its charter) : That no participation of profit^ between 
the public and the Company sliaU take {dace till thd re- 
payment of the loan, and the reduction of the bond 
debt as above specified; and that"*' after such period, 
three-fourths of the Company’s net profit at Hodle above 
eight per cent, on its capital stock shdH be paid into 
the exchequer for the ptiblic use, qnd the remaining 
fourth be set apart, either for redugng the Company’s 
bond debt. Or for answering any other exigencies. In 
these resolutions, the right of the state to the territorial 
possessions was directly asserted, which was exclaimed 
against by tlie opposition, as ah extraordinary assump- 
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tion without any legal hearing or decidoh. Tlity n^re 
howevet' agreed <toj 'and as a favour to the Coihpany, 
it was allowed to export teas duty free. The resolutions 
being considered by the Company as highly, unjust tmd 
injurious, a strong petition was presented to the House 
against them, in which the Company absolutely refused 
to acquiesce in the proposed" julotment of the surplus 
"'profits. » t 

On May 3d, the minister moved a string of resolutions 
as the foundation of a bill ** for establishing certain re- 
gulations for the better man^ement of the East India 
Company’s afihirs, as well in Lidia, as in Europe.” By 
these, the court of directors was to be elected for four 
years ; the stock for qualification of electors to be raised 
from 5001. to 1000/. and to have been possessed twelve 
months previous to election ; the mayor’s court of Cal- 
cutta to be confined to merowtUe causes ; a new court 
to be, established consisting <n a chief justice and three 
puisne judges, appointed % the crown ; and a super- 
iority to be given to the presidency of Bengal over the 
other presidencies. Every one of these clauses was a 
topic of warm debate’; anH the disftanchisement of 
the 500A stockholders, above 1200 in number, was the 
subject of strong petitions from the stockholders them- 
selves, the East India Company, and the City of I.«ndon. 
The questions, however, were dl carried by great majo- 
rities ; and on June 10th, the bill framed upon the reso- 
lutions was passed through the House of Commons by 
a majonty of more than silt to one. It encountered no 
less' opposition in the JElbuse of Lords, where a petition 
from the Company tmainst it w^ delivered, and council 
was heard ; but in fine, it passed that House by a large 
majority. Fi^m this sera the East India Company has 
been r^arde^s entirely in the hands of the ministry. 

The close enquiries intd East India transactions 
catried^^'by the spleot committee bad laid open scenes 
of rapiaedy and treachery, which deepfy involved several 
of the'’principal civil an(f militihy officers of tbb Com- 
pan^m India, and were productive of a resolution of 
the committee, importing that great sums of money and 
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other prc^erty had been acquired in Bengal from princea 
and others of that country, by persons entrusted with 
the ciyil and military powers or the *state, which had 
•been wpropriated by them to their private use. As 
Lord Ckvh appeared to, be the ptmcipal delinquent, it 
was thought that justice requir^ notwithstanding his 
great and brilliant services, that he should first be 
brought to account ; dhd a motion was put and carridljL 
in the House of Commons,* That I^rd Clive, about the 
time of deposing Sex^ah Ddwlah, and the establishing 
of Meer Jafiier (1756), ^d possess himself of several 
sums under the denomination of piivate donation, 
of the value of Sd4f,Q00il sterling. It was added in 
the original motion “ To the dishonour and detriment 
of the state,” but after long debates, these words were 
rejected, the minister dividing with the minority. His 
lordship defended his conduct with great ability, by the 
assistance of the solicitor-general, whilst the, attorney- 
general led the attack j and the court member^ voted 
on difiercnt sides, but tlie opposition, chiefly in his 
favour. A motion, “ That I^rd Clive, in so doing, 
abused the power with wmeh he was entrusted, to the 
evd example <rf the servants of the public was made 
and negatived ; and another motion, “ That Lprd C. did 
at the same time render great and meritorious services 
to this country,” vas carried, and put an end to the 
enquiry. It may be observed, however, that his lord- 
ship’s character never recovered from some of the 
wounds inflicted upon it by facts which were brought 
out in the course of this examination. • 

Whilst the East India regulaltion bill was under dis- 
cussion in the House of Lords, and the loan bill in the 
House of Commons, a petition was presented hy the 
Company to the latter, containing a ridhsal to accept 
the loan on the condittons annexed to it j but this was 
regarded by the ministry as an act of insanity, and no 
attention was paid to it. In TSict, the Company had 
no longer a choice lefh \ 

The farmer negociations between Ae Russians and 
Turks having proved inefifeotual, the war was renewed, 
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in the spring, and the banks of the Danube became the 
theatre of a gFeat,nninber of desultory actions attended 
Frith much bloodshed, but with no decisive results to 
either party. The Russian army under Count Roman- 
2ow, crossed the Danube in June with the intention of 
carrying the war into Bulgaria, and advanced to Silistria. 
That town was defended by a large body of troops en- 
camped on an adjoirjing emipence, who being attacked 
by the Russians, were fori^d, after a Vigorous resistance, 
to retire into the place. Preparations were then made 
for a general assault ; but adyice having been received 
that a powerful Turkish armpr was coming to its assist- 
ance, and that the Grand Vizier was taking measures for 
cutting off the retreat of the Russians, it was thought 
advisable to march back to the Danube. This was not 
effected without considerable loss; and the sickly sea- 
son following, obliged Romanzow to retire from the 
banks of •tiic river to the neighbourhood of Jassy. In 
October, the Russians again crossed the Danube, and 
while one division renew^ the siege of Silistria, another 
pushed on to Varna, a port of Ijhe Black Sea, which they 
attempted to carry by assault. In both these enter- 
prises, however, they were unsuccessful, and on the ap- 
proach of winter they • recrossed the Danube and con- 
cluded the campaign. Their efforts in this quarter were 
impeded by an insurrection which, broke out in the 
Krimca, among the Cossacks,' joined by the Tartars and 
Turks, whereby the whole peninsula, except one or two 
fortresses on the coast, was for a time withdrawn from 
the B ussiah authority^ Several bodies of Russian troops 
were sent for its suppression, but the country continued 
in a very disordered state during iriie whole year. ^ n- 
other dedfiction ftont' the force of Russia wds made by 
a rebellion ui^r one Pogatohel^ which broke out 
towards the close of the year kk the<kingdom of Casan, 
and which iii the €vfenj proved of very serious con- 
sequence. 

A considerable Russian jAeet was in this year main- 
tained in the Levant seas, which made predatory de- 
scents upon different islands, and took a number of prizes. 



1779> AMNAU Oil GEORGE IQ. JSS 

conducing more to the detriment of the FAiropeao 
trade in ^at quarter, than to an^ material advonti^ 
with respect to the War. The Russian omnmandei^ 
held a "Close correspondence with Chiek Daher andiAU 
Be^, ai^* promised the latter evei^. assistance in his. 
enterprizes against the Porte. This adventurer having 
collected a bqdy of forces in Syria, marched for the re- 
covery of £gyp^. and* had approif^hed Cwro, when hfc 
was met, on M^7th^^' hy* a^^uch* superior army under 
Aboudaab, whicoi after aa^ obstinate -resistance, cut in 
pieces almost the whole Ali Bey Vtrbeps, and took 
himself prisoner. He di^ soon after, either in conse- 
quence of his Wounds, or of an order from Constanti- , 
nople fur his execution- 

The Grand Duke of Russia in October married a 
'Princess qf^ Hesse Darmstadt. He afterwards made a 
cession of his patrimonial right to the Duchy of Holstein 
to the King of Denmark, receiving in exchange the 
county of Oldenburg, and Delmenhorst with'its ter- 
ritorv. . is; ■ 

The Polish diet open^'at Warsaw on April 13th, and 
although that city was surrounded by the lines of the 
allied powers, it was found impossible to suppress the 
ferment in. that assembly arising from the indignant, 
feelings of freemen convoked for tlie purpose of giving 
sanction to a forcible disraembcrinent of their country. 
As a confederacy of noh|^ had been, formed at Cracow 
in opposition to the diet,:another was formed under the 
influence of the allied powers to support its decisions, to 
which the unhappy King adhered. The debates in the 
assembly continuing with, grekt violence, the Austrian 
and Pnissian hussars entered W^aw»,'qind were quat'* 
tered in the bouses of thepnncij^aliahabita]j)1;s> and the 

ministers of the thrbe p$|wers declar^ ,ftiat no further 
delays would be pehmittod,. nor any mit^ation made, of 
the terms, presented, TJie.-cession, howpver, was finailly 
passed with no greater m^rity than that of 52 to 50 } 
and several dissentients, wao bad found means to escape 
from Warsaw, assembled *at Cracow und published a 
manifested protesting ifgainst the acta of the dmt as iUe- 
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Such opposition, however, could be of no avdiil 
against the preponderating forces The territories seised 
by the partitioning powers were more than a third of 
Poknd. 

Toe change of government in Sweden, though ef^ 
fected in a violent and arbitrary manner, was quietly 
acquiesced in by the body of the nation, which was pro> 
. ll^ly little attached to the former aristocracy, and was 
now suffering under a 'dreadfuf scarcity# food, followed 
by a mortal epidemic. The King Wok every measure 
to alleviate the calamity; ai)d at the same time em- 
ployed his newly acquired paerogatives in putting his 
army and navy in the' best condition, and making a 
variety of military preparations, which indicated an 
enterprising spirit, and inspired no small jealousy -in his 
neighbours, Russia and Denmark. 

Another young sovereign, the Emperor Joseph, also 
exhibited tpkens of that restless activity and fondness 
for change, which so much distinguished his subsequent 
reign. He recruited his armies, formed encampments 
in remote parts which he wa^ constantly visiting, so 
that during this summer he*was computed to have 
travelled on horseback more tlian SOOQ English miles, 
generally contenting himself with the simplest fare and 
humblest lodging. He also made a commencement 
of that inroad on tlie. Papal authority, which gave so 
much uneasiness to the courf.^ of Rome, by claiming 
the investiture of all the biah<q>ncs in his hereditary 
dominions, and appointing successors in four or five 
vacant sees in Hungary and Bofiemia. 

The* Pope, after Tong prodra'itination, found himself 
at length obliged to comply with'^lie instances of the 
Bourl^n court8,‘and on July Slst,.^ued a bull for the 
total ^uppressiotf^of the order of, Jesuits. A gre^ 
munber of charges against the order were contained in 
ti\}S writiiggi, but chiefty of » vagqe and general nature, 
knd amoQg[the causes *for* its dissolution are mentioned 
othoji-f^otives reserved in the breast of the sovereign 
Pbnti^ In ocfiM^uence of the bull, ten bishops, at- 
tondqoby a detadnnent of soldiers, went by night to all 
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tliE cdleges and houses of the Jesuits > in Rome, of 
which they took possession, requiring from the fathers 
aU their keys, and sealing up their archives. Eight 
days were allowed them to find new dwellings, and 
quit the h*abit of the order. The general, Father Ricci, 
was nominated to a bishopric ; such ot‘ them as Were 
ill holy orders, were permitted to become secular 
clergymen, ortoentef in^ other. orders; and sevei^at 
regulations werOifliade, as indulgent to their pi^sons as 
was compatible with the pulpose of entirely annulling 
their vocation as meinbfrs of llm '.suppressed society. 
The effect of the Pope*s Compliance was a thorough 
reconciliation of the court of Rome with the house of 
Bourbon. The Italian states, however, persisted in 
curtailing the ecclesiastical authority in their domi- 
nions ; and the Venetians refused to receive the Pope’s 
bull, conferring two abbeys upon Cardinal Rezzonico, 
liaviug resolved that no ecaesiastic should, possess a 
benefice tp their dominions, who did not reside in 
them. 

The King of Sardinia jdied on February 20th, in his 
72d year, after a prosperous reign of more thaa 40 
years. 

Towards the latter part of the year, a violent insur- 
rection broke out at Palermo, occasioned by mono- 
polies, which raised the price of the necessaries of life, 
in which the populace took possession of the fortifi- 
cations, and obliged the viceroy, after running great 
hazard of his life, to retire to Messina. 

The discontents whidi fafd ifhver ceased to prevail 
In the American colonies against the rule and policy 
of. the mother broke out durinp this year into 

a fiame, that, spreaiBng into a gener^<d<:ui^agratipn, 
finally dissolved all the ties by whici^an union, in^its 
nature so delicate, had been neld together. The un-' 
fortunate measure retaining theftrifiing duty on taa* 
as an assertion of the right inherent in the 
parliament to tax the colonies, was a source 
tual irritation, which displ^ed itself in asso<wions 
in various parts for the encouragement of homd^pro- 



1S8 


ANKAX.S OF GEORGE III. 


1779. 


ducts and manufactures, to the exclusion of foreign 
articles, and tea itself was prohibited in several colo- 
nies, though it was clandestinely imported. In most 
of the colonies, the governors and people were at open 
variance, and used every means to thwart ea'ch other’s 
measures ; and the late regulation that the salaries of 
governors and judges should be paid by the crown, by 
ji^iich they were removeable, ^gravjste^,, the public 
jealousy and disafiection. %'be tendency to riot was 
first displayed by an outrage commif^ed on a King’s 
schooner, posted at Providejicc in Ehode-island for 
the prevention of smugglings It was boarded on the 
night of June 10th, by a number of armed men ; the 
captain and crew were obliged to go on shore, and the 
vessel was burnt ; and though a large reward was 
offered for discovering the perpetrators, they remained 
concealed. 

Another circumstance productive of great animosity, 
was the discovery and subsequent publication of a 
number of confidential letters during the former disputes 
between the colony of Mattwchusets and the mother 
country, written by the governor and deputy-governor 
to peiaons in office in J^gland, in which a very un- 
favourable view was given of the disposition of the 
people, and of the purposes of their leaders in that 
province, and measqrcs of coercion, with changes in 
the colonial constitution, were represented as necessary. 
These letters coming into the hands of Mr. Franklin, 
agent for the colony in Ixmdon, were transmitted by 
him ^o the»assembly 6f “tlvi province, in which they ex- 
cited tlie highest indigifiitiotl, and produced a petition 
to the King, charging their gov^or and his second, 
with being betrayers of their trnst,' and enemies to the 
colony* and pitying for the# rendoval. 

It has already been noticsd, that a permission had 
been givmi to the East India Company to export tea 
duty-fire^ As they barf a large quantity in their ware- 
hoiMes, a plan <was adoptid of exporting tea to the 
colofites on the Company’s own account, consigned to 
pai^ular venders. This scheme was particularly ob- 
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noxious to those who considered the import-tax left 
on that article, as meant to enforce the claim of a right 
to tax America, and as a probable prelude to future 
taxation ; and it was the mote grating, as it threw a 
monopoly of trade in tea info the hands of particular 
persons, who were nominated on account of their 
attachment to the English ministry, and their con- 
nection with the governors. Strong measures w^e^i 
thereme ta£en^ lUfinost of the colonies to frustrate the 
plan. Popular connnitteessFere appointed, with powers 
to inspect mercliants’ bpoks, and propose tests; and 
in some places the consignees were compelled by 
the threats of tumultuous assemblies to relinquish 
their appointments. In this state of things, three 
ships laden with tea having arrived at the port of 
'Boston, the captains were induced by menaces to 
promise that if they were permitted by the consignees, 
the board of customs, and the fort, they .would sail 
back with their cargoes to England. This peAnission 
they could not obtain; mid the Bostonians being 
sensible that if the vessds continued in the harbour, 
means would be found ol^landing the cargoes by detail, ‘ 
an effectual mode of prevention was resolved upon. 
On December 18tb, a number of armed men, in the . 
disguise of Mohawk Indians, boarded the ships, and 
threw the whole cargoes into tjie. sea, without any 
other damage, or oneiing injury to the crews. Some 
smaller quantities of tea afterwards were treated in the 
same manner at Boston and its vicinity, and also in 
South Carolina. A cargo, wajf landed at New York 
under the guns of a man of* war, but the officers of 
government were obliged to con^t to its being 
locked up from use. In the colmiies in general, no 
persons venturing to ach-as consignees, the masters of 
the tea ships returned, with the article to England, 
without mamng aw entry at the oustom-houses. Such 
was the’ perturbeil, and, it ihay be said, the lawless 
condition of the America]^ colonies at the close of the 
year. 
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At honie« commercial credit was greatly injured by 
some capital bankrup;tcies which occurred in 'England 
and Holland. Tne great diminution of the weight of 
gold coin, by wear or fraudulent practices, was a cause 
of much inconvenience to the circulation, add the loss 
upon it being by an act of parliament thrown upon the 
holders, heavy complaints were made by the monied 
jjKn and bankers, of this addition to the dipitress of the 
commercial class. ' 
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OF GEO|Gte III. ,14 & 15. 

Parliament 6 & 1. 

Speech from the Throne.- -Motions rejecting the Middlesex Election f 
and for rendering perpetual QrenviUe' s Election BIU. — Bills for 
shutting Boston Party for ire^dating the GovernmetU of Massachu^ 
sets Bayy and far the Adminutration of Justice in that Colony. — * 
Bill for the Government qf the Province of Quebec. — Reception of 
these Bills in America, — Proceedings at Boston. — Congress at 
• PhiladUphia, — Parliament dissolved and nevo Election. — King's 
Speech and Addresses* — Rebellion of Pugatcheff in Russia. — Con~ 
elusion of the War hehveen Russia and Turkey, — Nevo Constitution 
in Poland. — Austrians enter Venetian Dalmatia. — Death of Louis 
XV. — Restoration of the French Parliaments • — Disorders in Cor* 
ska . — War bHu>een Spain and Morocco.-*-* Improvements in Spain, 
— Troubles in Sicily appeased* Death of the Pope, 

# 

The session of parliament opened on January ISth, 
when the speech from the throne particularly rccom- , 
mended to its consideration the state of the gold coin. 
In the debates concerning the. supplies, complaints 
were made by the opposition, of the great increase of 
expence in the naval And ordnance departments, and 
of a general want of economy in the application of the 
public money, which the mifiistc^ appeared* under some 
embarrassment to, answer. . * 

, A renewed motion was made' in February by .Sir 
G. Saville, relative to the Middlesex elation, and 
leave was desired to bring, in a bill feg: more effectually 
securing the rights of. electors, and the eligibility of 
persons to serve in pa;;^amen^. A considerable debate 
ensued, in which former arguments on the topic were 
recapitulated; and .upon ^ a division,.' the motion was 
rejected by a less majority than ^might have been ex- 
pected, the numbers being 206 to 14//. Soon after, 
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a motion being made for rendering perpetual Mr. Gren- 
ville’s bill for th^ trial of controverted elections, its 
utility had so strongly impressed the House, that not- 
withstanding the opposition of the minister, it was 
carried by a majority of more than two to one, and a 
bill for the purpose passed into a law. 

The news of the outrages (;ommitted. at Boston 
‘drived in the beginning of tMarchi^t^heil^Hhe whole 
transactions were laid before both hdhsra in a message 
from the king, in which a confidence' was expressed 
that parliament would not only enable his Majesty to 
adopt such measures as might . put an immediate stop 
to those disorders, but would take into their consi- 
deration what further regulations might be necessary 
for better securing the execution of the laws, and the 
just dependence of the colonies upon the crown and 
parliament of Great Britain. A motion being made 
in the House of Commons for a corresponding address 
to the tVone, it brought on a discussion relative to 
American afiairs, in which the' opposition recommended 
a retrospect of the measures -Vjmat had provoked the 
violence of the colonies, whiM the ministry, argued for 
keeping to the present point, that of reducing them 
to obedience. In pursuance of this purpose. Lord 
North opened his plan, the first part' or which was to 
inflict a punishment on the town of Boston, for the, 
heinous act perpetrated in it j, and this was to con- 
sist, not only in obliging it to pay for the tea destroyed, 
but in taking from it Jhe privilege of a port, until his 
Majesty in douncil shoul^ declare himself satisfied with 
the security given, that in fu;u]^.e, property should be 
protected in it, laws.dbeyed, and diliiel regularly paid. 
In consequence, on March 14tb, He moved for leave 
to bring' in a bill for the iinmqdiate removal of the 
custom-house ofiicers irohi Boston,: and the discon- 
tinuance of the landing, ^ischaigihg, and shipping of 
goods in it| port. The- billi being introduced, it .un- 
>derwent;,a strong oppositio/i duiihg its progress, and 
its justij^ vms particularly attacked in a very able 
petiti^ from some North Americans, then in London, 
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presented to the house by the Lord Mayor. No di- 
vision, however, was called for^ the opposers being 
'conscious of the weakness of their numbers ; and its ■ 
passage through both houses was so speedy, that it 
received file royal assent on March 31st. 

An attempt made by some friends to conciliation, 
for a repeal of the tea-duty, gave occasion for a review 
of the policy which Bad been pursued with regard If' 
tlie colonies for some past years, but was otherwise 
ineffectual ; and 'the minister proceeded in the de> 
velopement of his coercjve plan. The next measure 
was a bill for the better regulating government in 
the province of Massachusets’ Bay the purpose of 
which was, to alter the constitution of that province 
as framed by the charter of King William ; to take 
the whole executive power out of the hands of the 
democratic part, and to vest the nomination of coun- 
sellors, judges, and magistrates of every kind in the 
crown, and in some cases in the governor, all of whom 
were to be removeable at tlie pleasure of the crown. 
The opposition to this ^bill in both houses was by so 
much the , more keen and active than that to the Bos- 
ton port bill, as its provisions appeared to strike a 
severer blow against the fundamental principles of free 
government, by abolishing chartered rights, and placing 
the administrStioQ of justice entirely under the in- 
ffuence of the crown, 'fhe same Americans who pe- 
titioned against the former bill, stated with great 
energy various objections to the present, and foreboded 
the ^ects that it would produce'on the minds of their 
countrymen. The bill, howei^r, passed in both houses 
b^ great mmoiities* 

The third, step in this hazardous progr^s was the 
bringing in of a biU ** fot the impartial administration 
of justice in the cdse of*peraons questioned for any acts 
done by them in the ^ecutiqp of the laws, or for the 
simpression of riots and tumults in the province of 
M^sachusets’ Bay.V By its tenor, any person in- 
dicted for murder or any (ther capital onence, under 
the circumstances above-mentioned, might, if the go- 



14 If ANNALS OF GEOUCK 111. 177^* 

4 ‘ 

vernor should think that a fair trial could not be ob- 
tained in that provinoe, be sent to any other colony, 
or to Great Britain, to be tried. This was likewise 
strongly opposed, and the case of Captain Preston 
was adduced, to show that it was not necessary for 
the purposes of justice, which would be much more 
violatecl by the obligation of sending the witnesses 
««^ainst a murderer, tp give evidence at three thousand 
miles distance. It, however, passed by fhe satpe ma- 
jorities as the preceding. Such was the temper of 
the nation at this time, that, an old member of the 
House of Commons, after a vaticination of the ruinous 
consequences of these measures, lamented that not 
only the House had fallen into error, but the people 
approved what was done. As a means of enforcing 
the determinations of the ministry, four regiments 
were sent to Boston under General Gage, as governor 
of the province and commander-in-chief 

Near the close of the session, another American bill 
was introduced, which was a fource of more national 
discontent than any of the foiijper : it was “for making 
more effectual provision fbr» the goverament of the 
province of Quebec.” In the House of Ixirds, where 
it was first introduced, it passed with scarcely a re- 
mark ; but in the House of Commons a disposition 
appeared to canvass if with severity, which gave some 
uneasiness to the ministry, knowing how liable it 
would be to excite the passions of the people. Its 
principal objects were to ascertain the limits of the 
provipce ; 'to form a ‘legislative council appointed by 
the crown, in which the '€««nadian Roman Catholics 
were to have a pla^ ; ‘ to establish the French law.s, 
without aejury in pivil causes } and to secure to the 
Roman CathoBc .clergy, regulars excepted, the enjoj^- 
ment of ^heir estates, and oftytbes from those of their 
own commpnion. Thopgh it .was thought that the 
introduce^ of this bjU at. the present time, was for 
the puuqgipse of attaching tUe Canadians to the British 
government, in opposition fo the English colonies, yet 
aig^pents were not wanting to prove the justice of 
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its* provisions, as being suited to the habits and sen- 
timents of the people, and to tHle CKpectations given 
^ them at the Conquest. It was, however, vehemently 
arraigned jn the House of Commons, as establishing a 
civil government under the British dominion, on pnn- 
ciples incompatible with the English constitution, and 
particularly as containing an establishment of thg 
Roman Catholic religion.* These objections, particu- 
larly the latter, were so conformable to popular feelings, 
that a great clamour was raised respecting the bnl, 
and an address and petition against it from the cor- 
j)oration of London, presented to his Majesty. 
In its progress it underwent various amendments, which 
rendered it less exceptionable, and it passed both houses 
by large majorities. 

Parliament broke up on June 2Qd, w'ith a full per- 
•^ua'iioii, on the part of ministers and their supporters, 
til it the measures carried could not fail oP eiysuring 
thv^ submission of the colonies, which was likewise 
ospre^sed in the speech from the throne. 

1'he temper prcvalenttin the province of Massachu- 
'ict'. at the earl)' pai*t of the year, was manifested by 
a petition to the govcruoi from the house of represent- 
atives, for the removal of Peter Oliver, Esq. chief 
justice of the superior court of judicature j and this 
not being complied with, articles of impeachment of 
high crimes and misdemeanours were drawn up against 
him, on the ground of having betrayed his trust by 
accepting a salary from the crowq, instead of the cus- 
tomary grant from the hoifsc. The resolution for 
carrying these up to the Council board, was canied by 
a majority of 92 to 8. The governor rafbsed to receive 
the articles, and dissiplved the assembly. • 

The Boston-port bill being received nn Ma^ at Bos- 
ton, a town meeting waft twing it into consideration 
just at the time tnat*Geneml ^age arrived in the* 
harbour. Nothing could eaceed the mixed constern- 
ation and rage which %his dqpree against the trade and 
prosperity of a whole town excited, and violent resolu- 
tions were immediately entered upon in retaliation. 

vot. I. » L * 
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The bill was printed and rapidly conveyed through tfie 
whole continent, and ‘every where kindled a flame of 
resentment. Provincial or town 'meetings were held 
in all parts, at which an abhorrence was expressed of 
the act and its principles. Days of prayer and hu- 
miliation were appointed, and letters were addressed 
19 the town of JSoston, expresMve of i^mpathy, and 
"declaring that its cafuse was* regarded as that of Ame- 
rica. The assembly of Massachuset^ which, according 
to the act, had been removed by General Gage to 
Salem, whither also the port business of Boston had 
been transferred, passed a solution, declaring the 
expediency of a general meeting of committees from 
the several colonies, and appointed five persons to act 
for that province, with a sum of money to defray their 
expences. Tlie governor refusing his assent to this 
appropriation, various altercations followed, which ter- 
minated *in the dissolution of the assembly on June 
17th. On the following day, an address from the 
merchants and freeholders of ^em was presented to 
the governor, containing st^ntiments certainly very 
different from those which liad been expected to pre- 
vail in the minds of persons to whom such an oppor- 
tunity had been granted of rising upon the ruin of a 
neighbour. They expressed a deep sense of the public 
calamities, and particular commiseration of their bre- 
thren in the capital, the evils pressing upon which they 
implored his excellency*s endeavours to alleviate. They 
affirmed that nature^had not made their harbour to be 
a'riv^l to that of Boston X and that even were the case 
otherwise, th^ coi^d not be^ dead to the feelings 
of justice and iminanity, as to indulge a thought" of 
acquiring waalth at the expense of their sunering 
neighbours. The inhabitants of the port of Marble- 
head even made an ofibr df‘ their stores and wharfs 
to the Estonian i^rohante, with that of transacting 
their b^bess without expf nee. 

TlH^rrival of the other billS levelled against the 
proylhlce of Massachusets, filled up the measures of 
thq. indignation and apprehensions of the colonists; 
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and though there was a more ir^derate) as well as a 
% lolent party among them, all, except the individuals' 
]iarticularly connected with the ESnglish government, 
concurred, in determinations to support tlie general 
cause. The committee of correspondence at Boston 
entered into a solemn league and covenant for suspend- 
ing all commercial intercourse with Great Britain til? 
tile repeal of the obnoxioas acts ;* and similar agree- 
ments were adopfted i» various other parts of the con- 
tinent. Meantime st^s were taken for tlte more alarm- 
ing measure of holding a general congress of the Ame- 
rican colonies; and Philadelphia, as a central spot, 
was fixed upon for the place, and the beginning of 
September for the time, of this meeting. Popular 
assemblies were held for electing deputies to the con- 
gress, at which strong declarations passed against the 
Boston-port bill and die other acts. The proceedings* 
at Boston itself were continually assuming a ^ore 
hostile aspect. Several British regiments had arnved 
liom different parts, which were encamped on the 
( oinmon of the peninsula, fip which the town is seated. 
A guard was placed on the neck of the peninsula ; and 
upon a report that this was intended to starve the town 
into compliance, messengers were received from the 
inhabitants of the county of Worcestci^ signifying that 
there were several thousand men ready to march to 
their assistance. The governor having received a list 
of 36 new counsellors appointed by the crown con- 
formably to the new regulations, aabout ^4 of them 
accepted the office, but being cfeoWed enemies to tlieir 
country, and threatened by the Mptfiace, most of them 
lendtmcedthe appointment. Tlie new judges^in like 
manner were prevented from holding thjir courts, and 
a state of general anarchy prevailed, * Appearances 
were so alarming, that General Gage thought it ne- 
cessary to fortify Boston Tieck ; ^d the season for a 
militia muster approaching, ’he seized upon the am- 
munition and stores lotlged in the provincial arsenal 
at Cambridge, and conv^d them to Boston. These 
acts excited a violent rerm^nt ; and an assembly -of 

• I. 2 
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del^ates from all the towns in the county, in whfch 
Boston is situated, being held, a number of resolutions 

I jassed, dbectly oppugning the authority of the new 
egislature. » 

The congress, consisting of representatives from the 
twelve old colonies, dl in number, opened at Phila- 
delphia on September ^th. The instructions given to 
them disclaimed every idee of independence, recog- 
nized the constitutional authority of the mother coun- 
try, and acknowledged the prero|raiives of the crown ; 
but unanimously declared that they would never give 
up the rights and liberties derived to them from their 
ancestors as British subjects, and pronounced the late 
acts relative to the colony of Massachusetts Bav to be 
unconstitutional, oppressive, and dangerous. 1 ne first 
public act of the congress was a resmution declarative 
of their favourable disposition towards the colony above 
mentioned) and by subsequent resolutions, they for- 
mally approved the opposition it had given to the 
obnoxious acts, and declared that if an attempt was 
made to carry them into execution by fi>rce, the colony 
should be supported by all America. these and 

other resolutions had passed, they wrotd a letter to 
General Gage, expostulating ^with him upon the ap- 
pearance of hcMtiuty in his proceedings towards the 
colony of which' he was tha governor, and intreating 
him to discontinue the .finttfications at Boston, and 
allow its communications Virith the country to be free 
and opep. They published a declaration of the rights 
of *the North Amepcs^colopies, both natural and con- 
stitutional, and tjjie privileges resulting from them; 
they enumend^ed the grievaoces for which they ex- 
pected* redressi, recommenduig "as the means of ob- 
taining it, a* non-importation, non-exportation, and 
non-c opipm ption ^ffl-^eroeh^ the artieles of which they 
specji(|H|||Md to^.which they bound themselves and 
their j||plituents. In fine, they drew up a petition 
to timing, a memoriahto the people of Great Britain, 
an address to the colonies in general, and an address 
to the inhabitants of the province of Quebec, all which 



1774. ^ 


149 


AJ^^S or GEORGE III. 

w«re composed with an energy of language, and 
»trength or ars^ment, which prpjired that no commoo 
men took thi^Tead in the assembly. 'After performing 
these offices, the congress terminated its session op 
October S6tb, having first passed a resolution that 
another such assembly should meet on the 10th of 
May next. 

The British parliament was unexpectedly dissolve 
on September 30t|}» and afthough *8omc of the elections 
were warmly contested, and many old members lost 
their seats, the general complexbn of that body seemed 
to be little altered. Mr.* Wilkes was returned for the 
county of Middlesex witboitt the least opposition from 
the court, which prudently avoided at such a time 
renewing those contests which had been a source of 
so much vexation. The speech firom the throne, after 
noticing in strong terms the spirit of resistance to the 
law, which still subsisted in the province pf Massa* 
chuset’s Bay, and which had been countenanced in 
the other colonies, gave assurance of his Majesty’s 
stedfast resolution to withstand every attempt to im- 
pair the authority of thb legislature over all the do- 
minions of the British crown. The motion for the 
usual corresponding address was warmly debated in 
both houses, but was carried in both by great ma- 
jorities. A strong and pointed protest was, however, 
entered against iPin the Journals of the lords. Little 
of importance was brou^t forward before the Christ- 
mas recess. Ministers appeared desirous of encourag- 
ing the hope that affairs woyld terminate amicably in 
America, and the naval establishment for the ensuing 
year was reduced. 

* The rebellion of Pngatcheff in Russia, ^as one of 
the remarkable foreign incidents of ^e present year. 
This man, a Cossack birth, assumed the name of 
the Emperor Peter III. pretending that he had pro- 
videntially escaped from thos^ who designed to murder 
him. His marvellous tale, with the sanctified air which 
he assumed, procured him a great number of adherents 
in the remote government of Orenburg, which ‘was 

1.8 
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the first theatre of his imposture, among whom were 
several of the nobilitjr, a class not in general favour- 
able to the empre!!>s. So serious an aspect did the in- 
surrection assume towards the end of 1773, that a 
manifesto had been published against Pugatcheif, and 
several bodies of troops had been sent for its suppres- 
sion. Tlie superiority of numbers possessed by the 
^rebels, rendered them successfuPin several encounters, 
on which occasion they usualfy masSai^d all the officers 
who fell into their hands. became masters of 

several places in the province of Orenburg, and laid 
siege to its capital. Prince Gallitzin having marched 
to its relief, a bloody engagement ensued on March 
^th, in which the rebels were defeated with great 
loss. PiigatchefF found means, however, to assemble 
fresh forces ; and though he underwent several suc- 
cessive defeats, at least as they were represented at 
the court ^of Petersburg, he was able still to maintain 
himself on the borders of the Wolga, the Yaik, and 
the Ilik, exciting terror by his devastations and ci:u- 
elties. He even made a sudden assault upon the city 
of Kasan, the fortress .of which was' with difficulty saved 
by the arrival of a detachment of Count Panin’s' army. 
At length, after another entire defeat, the rebels were 
totally dispersed, and Pugatcheff, crossing the Wolga 
almost alone, wandered in the deserts nearly in want 
of common necessaries. In this condition he was be- 
trayed by some Cossacks who had been made pri- 
soners by the Russians, and was brought bound hand 
and foot tq Count Panin’| quarters. The relics of the 
rebellion were then quelled j and it is' to the honour of 
the empress’s humanly that the punishments were not 
nunierou& and even the leader simply suffered 
death wimouU||||||^ of aggravations. 

Whilst th^oMnuian empure..jvas labouring under this 
dangerous jmmal .commotion, its contest with the 
OttomaBiUms was diavt^ng to a triumphant conclusion. 
In the month of January, the Tiukisn Emperor, Mus- 
tapha III, do^ed his unfortunate hfe and reign, having 
nominated for bis successor his brother Abdul Hamet. 
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llhe new sovereign exerted himself with vigour , in re> 
cruiting his armies, though interrupted by a mutiny 
among the Janizaries at Adrianomle, who were desirous 
of placing on the throne his nephew, the young Prince 
Selim. A ^eat force was at length assembled uiider 
the Grand Vizier on the banks or the Danube, Vhich 
was opposed by the Russians commanded by Marslvd 
Romanzow. After various movements, the whole of the 
Russian troops were transported across the Danube, and 
Romanzow encampdfd near Silistria. On June ^Oth, 
General Soltikow was attacked with so much vigour by 
the pashaw of Rudshuck at the head of a body of Ar> 
nauts and other Europeans, that he was obliged to quit 
the held;. but this was the concluding honour of the 
Turkish arms. On the same day die Reis Eftendi lead- 
ing 40,000 men against the Ger^kiis Kamenski and Su- 
warrow, was so ill supported, that both cavalry and in- 
fantry deserting their colours, he losthb camp'and all his 
artillery. Thenceforth nothing but disorder and dismay 
appeared in the Turkish armies; large bodies, after 
plundering their baggage and massacring their officers, 
disbanded and marched rack towards the Hellespont, 
committing every kind of outrage in their way. The 
Grand Vizier shut himself up in his camp at Scliiimla, 
where lie was at leii^h entirely invested by the Russian 
divisions.. In this* situation he was* obliged to enter 
into a negociation with Romanzow, which, after two 
short conferences, terminated in signing a peace on 
July 21st. It was ratified at Conftantinoplej the Mufiti 
giving his reluctant consent ^itfi these words i ** ftince 
our troops will no longer fight with the Russians, it is 
necessary to conchlde a peace.** AmOi^ its principal 
articles were, the independency of the Kritfliea ; ^ 
absolute cession to Rutsia of ICinbufn, JKerchc, and 
Yenicala, and of all the 'district between the Bog and 
the Dnieper; and a free navigatiph in all the Turkish 
seas, including the passage of the Dardanelles. Russia 
restored her conquests, with ihe exception of Azof and 
Taganrok. Stipulations were made in favour of the in- 
habitants of Moldavia and Walachia, and of some of the 
* l*4 
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Greek islands. A short time previous to this treaty 
the Capitan Pashaw Mad landed Dowlet Gherai with an 
army on. the Krimea, where they were proceeding with 
success when they were stopped by a cessatiop of* arms. 

The unfortunate country of Poland, notwithstanding 
its sacrifices, was still smarting under the rule of foreign 
force. Encroachments on the stipulated limits were 
‘ made by Austria and Prussia ; and those of the latter 

? ower were so galling, that they were resisted by the 
'oles, and blood was shed on both sides in the contest. 
The establishment of a new constitution under the 
name of the Permanent Council was an object in which 
the allied powers took much interest, and it was decided 
upon in August. The number of the council was fixed 
at forty, including the three estates, of the king, the 
senate, and the equesGNan order : the king to be chief ; 
the senate to comprehend the great officers of state ; the 
members ^f the senate and the equekrian order to be 
chosen at the diets, and the majority to be decided by 
ballot ; their power to continue only from one diet to 
another. It had been proposed that the dissidents 
should be eligible to this council, but the proposal was 
almost universally rejected ; a conclusion that proves 
the unquencliable hostility of an established religion 
towards sects, and which in this case was extraordinary, 
since two of the* allied powers first interfered in the 
Polish affairs on the sole pretext of seeing justice done 
to the dissidents. It was remarked, that of the three 
powers Russia was by much the most just and moder- 
ate in its conduct towjp-tfls Poland, as Prussia was the 
least so. 

The republic of Venice was* thrown into a state of 
alarm by the entrance of some Austrian troops into 
the Venetian Dalmatia, ^where they took possession of 
several towns and district-, ind compelled the people 
to take M oath of ‘fidelity to .their imperial Majesties. 
This wolence was justified by claims advanced relative 
to these countries, and tlyj republic had no other way 
oiy^fending its ^hts than by negociation. 

« King of ^ance, Louis XV., died of the small- 
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po*x on May 10th, in the 64th year of his age, and 59th 
of his reign. The gross debauchbr}% .equally unwortliy 
of his age and station, into which he had sunk, with the 
despotic measures he had been led to adopt with respect 
to the parliaments in his latter years, had entirely ren- 
dered inapplicable his early appellation of the 'welU 
Moved, and few French sovereigns have left a less 
respected memom He Ayas succeeded by his grand- 
son, Louis XVL,' who began his ij^gn with various 
popular acts. He recalled the Count Maurepas, for- 
merly minbter of the niarine, who had been 23 years 
banished from Court; and he dismissed from ftieir 
posts the Duke d’ Aiguilton, prime minister, the Chan- 
cellor Maupeou, and the Abb6 Tcrray, comptroller- 
general of the finances. The restoration of the ancient 
parliaments was now looked for as a consequence of the 
changes in the throne and ministry, ana the delay of 
this measiure produced a refusal of the Duke of Orleans 
to attend the solemn service for the late king, on which 
account, he was forbidden to appear at court. To the 
manifest dissatisfaction of the people on this occasion is 
imputed the' king’s dctcriflination of recalling the duke, 
and reinstating the parliaments ; and accordingly, on 
November 12th he made an entry into Paris, accom- 
panied by his family and the princes of the blood, and 
followed by the exiled members of the parliament of 
Paris, amidst the joyful acclamations ot innumerable 
spectators. The conditions, however, on which the par- 
liament was restored, greatly*abridged the prerogatives 
which it had assumed during^he minority of Louis^X V. ; 
and the king in his speech t& the members explicitly 
informed them that he would not suffer the smallest in- 
fringement of the regal authority. The ordinance issued 
as a code of* regulation for the parliament particularly 
prohibited any union, with the other parliaments, as 
composing one general body^ the nation. It was 
permitted, before the registry of ddicts or letters patent, 
to make such^reproeentations or remonstrances as it 
should judge for the public benefit, but on coni^tion of 
registering such edicts, &c. within a month from their 
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publication ; and the prohibition of issuing any arrets 
which might excite trtmble, or retard the execution of 
the edicts. The Chatelet and other tribunals connected 
with the parliament were also reinstated. Soipething of 
the former spirit having been shewn by the restored 
members in disputes relative to registering and remon- 
strating, they were silenced by the king's declaration 
“ that he must be obeyed!”. Such were the auspices 
with which the r^gn began. 

In Corsica, the continued inveteracy of the natives 
against the French yoke having displayed itself in acts 
of fierce hostility and, as asserted, in a plot to cut off 
all the French in the island on an appointed da}^ 
measures of extraordinary rigour were adopted against 
them, and cruelties were practised derogatory to the 
character of a humane and civilized nation. 

A war broke out in this year between Spain and 
Moroc9o,‘the pretext for which, in the sovereign of 
the latter country, was a compliance with the injunc- 
tions of the Koran. The emperor of Morocco, in a 
letter to the King of Spain, September 19 th, informed 
him, that he and the Algerin'es had determined to fulfil 
the command of their religion, not to suffer Christians 
to hold territorial possessions in Mahometan countries. 
In consequence, he intended to attack the Spanish 
settlements in Afl'ica, but hoped that this would not 
occasion a breach between the nations elsewhere. This 
extraordinary declaration was followed by hostilities 
against the gairison pf Ceuta, which produced a de- 
claration of war from Spain. In December, the h)m- 
peror of Morocco appeared ai. head of a numerous 
army before Melila on the coan of Fez, which he be- 
gan to cannonade, but the unskiliUlness of his officers, 
and the bravay of the commander, prevented any con- 
siderable progress., An attempt upon Penon de Velez 
was notjHfe succewjfuLt • 

The l^tonal government of Spain was at this time 
distinsw^ed by an extraprdinaiy attention to new 
inanu^tures, but upon tlie bud system of estab- 
lish^ them under the immediate direction of the 
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crown. An important advance in liberality was dis- 
played by taking from the courts of inquisition those 
powers and modes of procedure whifch rendered it so 
. terrific, and restricting it nearly to the functions of a 
court of enquiry into religious matters. 

The troubles of Sicily were in this year tranquillized 
by a prudent mixture of tu'iimess and compliance. 
Palci'mo underwent do other punishment for its id- 
surrection,' than a transfer of the* seat of government 
to Messina. A general pardon was published; the 
commander in chief of the forces in Sicily was removed 
to make way for the popular prince of Villa Franca j 
and though the obnoxious viceroy was for a time con- 
tinued, to assort the dignity of the court, it was not 
Ipng before a successor was appointed. 

• I'hc Pope died on September 21st; and although 
natural infirmities, age, and anxiety, were obvious 
causes for bringing his life ^o a close in his 70tli year, 
an opinion generally prevailed, that ho was poisoned by 
the Jesuits. It is certain that his spirits drooped afrer 
he had consented to the abolition of that order, and 
he is said to have predicted that he should not long sur- 
vive the event ; but there seems no ground to charge 
that body with a crime which would have been merely 
vindictive. In the conclave for electing a new pontifii 
parties were so balanced, and the usual intrigues were 
carried to such a length, that no decision was made 
before the expiration of the year. 
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Year of George HI. 15 & 16. 
Parliament I & 2. 


Proceedhifrs in Parliament relative to Americ^»*^Jaoyd Chatham $ 
Motions for Conciliation, — Petitions, — Declaration of Rebellion 
subsisting in Massachusetts Bay, — Lord Rockingham*s Motion, — * 
Bill for restraining the Trade and Fisheries (f the Colonies, 
Lord North's conciliatory Motion, — Petition from Jamaica , — 
Mr, Burke's and Mr, Hartley's conciliatory Propositions, — Petitions 
and Counter-petitions, — Encouragement to me British arid Irish 
FishexiesT — Remomirance from New York rejected, — Petitions 
against the Quebec Bill, — Hostile Proceedings in America, — BaU 
tie if Lexington, — Meeting qf Congress, — Arrival of Generals 
and Troops at Boston, — Battle qf Bunker's Hill, — Boston in^ 
vested by the Americans, — P^&ceedings in Virginia. — Lord 
Dunmore, — Norfolk burnt, — The Carolinas , — Declaration qf Con- 
gress and other Proceedings , — Georgia joins the Alliance , — Wash- 
ington appointed General, — Invasion f Canada, — Montgomery's 
Failure and Death, — Parties in Enfjand, — Commitment qf Mr, 
Saycr, — Parliament : Speech and Addresses ; Debates, — Foreign 
Troojys sent to Gibrdltar and Minorca, — New Mdiiia Bill. — Duke 
of Grajlon resins : changesdn the Ministry, — Mr,-Penn examined. 
—Advance qftfie Land-tax — Mr, Burkes renewed conciliatory Pro- 
posal, — B 'dl interdicting all Intercourse with the Colonies^ and de- 
claring their Ships laif^l prize, — Expedition of Spain against Al-^ 
^em, — iSlection of Pope Pids VI, — Insurrection qf the Peasants 
tn Bohemia and Moravia^— De th qf the Queen f Denmark, — 
Paskaw of Egypt invatks Syria, — Death f Ckiek Daher, 


The American colonies were now the point on whicJi 
all the political 'interest of the British nation was cen- 
tered y .and during Jthe recess* of parliament, meetings 
had beem held of the riGerchanls trading to them, who 
wQK^deeply alarmed for the consequences of the 
n^Sires lately adopted/ On* the first day of the 
i-e^wmbling of Parliament, January dOth, the papers 
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relative to America, having been laid before the House 
of Lords, Lord Chatham movedi for^an address to his 
'Majesty, for the purpose of recalling the troops from 
Boston. Jn his mtioductory speech, he dwelt with 
great force on the immediate necessity of allaying the 
ferment in America, as a short delay would probably 
cut off the possibilitjr of a reconciliation. The subse- 
quent debate gave scope to inuph severe censure bf 
the measures which had brought on the present 
extremity } but on a division, the majority against the 
motion numbered as hig|} as 68 to 18, a presage of the 
fate of all other attempts to procure a relinquishment 
of the coercive system. 

A petition of uie London merchants being presented 
to the House of Commons on January ^d, by an 
alderman who was a member, and a motion made for 
taking it into consideration, a suggestion was advanced 
by the ministry, that the American busiuess being 
to be regarded in a political, not in a conAncrcial 
light, there was little connection between the views 
of the house, and tho^e of the merchants; it was 
therefore proposed to appoint a separate committee 
for its consideration, to meet on the day after that on 
which the American papers were to be considered. 
This was carried as an amendment to the motion by a 
majority of 197 to 81 ; and all the other petitions from 
commercial towns being treated in the same manner, 
they were in effect made of no weight in the question. 
A second and stronger petition from the London mer- 
chants, arguing against this4detefmination, and playing 
to be heard in support of th&r former petition^ pro- 
duced a motion for rescinding the resolution of the 
house respecting it, which was rejected ])(y a great 
mi^rity. * 

The petition from the American congress to his 
Majesty having been referred by him to parliament, 
three American agents, of whbm Dr. Franklin was 
one, petitioned tho House of Commons to be beard 
at the bar in its support^ stating that they were en- 
abled to throw great light on the subject. This was 



158 ANNALS OF GEORGE 111. < 1775. 

opposed by the ministers, on the ground that the 
congress \vas no ^egal body j and aUcr a keen debate, 
the petition was rejected by 218 votes against 68. 

Lord Chatham, nondiscouraged by the f^tc of his 
former motion, and resolved to omit no effort for 
effecting a reconciliation which he thought absolutely 
necessary for preserving the Bri^sh empire from ruin, 
brought, on February 1st, before the House of Lords, 
the outlines of a bill, under the title of “ A pro- 
visional act for settling the troubles in America, and 
for asserting the supreme legislative authority, and 
superintending power of Great Britain over the colonies. 
In his argument, he shewed that the act contained 
a full acknowledgment of the supremacy of the British 
legislature ; and though it did not absolutely decide 
on the right of taxation, it declared in the way of 
concession, which seemed to imply the right, that no 
tax should be levied in America, except by common 
consent in their provincial assemblies. A long and 
pointed debate ensued, after which the bill was rejected 
by 61 to 32. On the followipg day, a petition was 
presented to the Hou.se of Commons from the West 
India sugar-planters residing in Loudon, setting forth 
the great difficulties that would accrue to the plant- 
ations, were their intercourse with North America to 
be interrupted by hostilities with the*colonics ; but the 
only notice this petition obtained, was refeiring it, like 
the others, to what was termed the committee of 
oblivion. 

Tli^ prime-minister 'then- opei^d his plan of measures 
which he intended to jtropose tV|th respect to America, 
which consisted in sending a larger force to that coun- 
try, and in bringing in a temporary act for putting a 
stop to all the fbieign trade or the New England colo- 
nies, and especially to the’r 'fishery on the banks of 
Newfoundland h satae time declaring, that when- 
ever they ^ilibhld acknowledge the supremacy of the 
British l^Mature, pay obedience* to the laws of this 
realm, make due submission to the king> their 
real gi^evances should be redressed. He then moved 
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a long address to his Majesty, in which it was declared 
(hat there now actually existed a rcb^lion in the pro> 
,vince of Massachuset’s Bay, wuntenanced by un> 
lawful combinations in sever^ m the other colonies ; 
and liis Majes^ was intreated to take the most effec- 
tual measures for enfbrcing obedience to the authority 
of the supreme legislature, with a promise to stand by 
him at the hazard pf their lives and properties. In the 
debate which ensued, whilst on the part of opposition 
such a violent step as declaring a rebellion was strongly 
deprecated, on the ministerial side, great contempt 
was expressed of any resistance (hat could be made oy 
the colonists to a serious effort for bringing them to 
submission. The question for the address passed by a 
majority of 296 to 106. A conference was then held 
with the House of Lords, to propose their joining in 
the address, which occasioned a long and warm de- 
bate in that house, introduced by a motion ’frem the 
Marquis of Rockingham, to take into consideration 
the petitions which he presented from the American 
merchants, and the Westipdia planters and merchants, 
in London. The debate was rendered remarkable from 
the open disavowal of three lords who had been cabinet 
counsellors and great officers of state, of any share in 
imposing the American duties in 17f)7> which were the 
primary cause of the disagreement. The address was 
voted in the House of I-ords by the majority of 104 to 
29 . With the answer from the throne was joined a 
message for an augmentation of the forces by sea and 
land, which was referred to tlieicommittee of supply. 

On February 10th the minister moved the bill for 
retraining the trade and fisheries of the New England 
colonies, accordmg to his proposed plan. In its pro- 
gress, a petition was presented from the'London traders 
to America, in which the* mischiefr^likdly to arise from 
it in a commercial view i^erc dt^elt upon, and evidence 
on the subject was heard at the bar. Among other 
mafeters adduced was ^ petitisn from the Quaker whjde- 
fishers of Nantucket, the most extraordinary patterns 
of industry and sobriety perhaps existing, who pleaded 
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that their ruin must|be the consequence of such 
striction. In the debates on the bin many forcible ob- 
jections were made t4 the sweeping severity of its pro- 
visions; but coercion in its utmost rigourc beings ihe 
principle now adopted by government and its sqp- 
portqrs, it passed by still increasing majorities. During 
its discussion in the House of Lords an amendment was 
moved for including the colonies of New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, in its 
restrictions, as by the last accounts they anpeared to be 
equally contumacious with those of New Englatid ; and 
on a division this amendment was carried, the 

bill, however, was returned to the Comnua^thdamend- 
ment was rejected by them, as apparently afr Variance 
with the title of the bill ; and the objection appearing 
valid, the bill passed in its original form. Another 
act, however, soon afterwards passed for restraining the 
trade of the above-mentioned colonies. 


The augmentation of Jthe forces, naval and militaiy', 
had just been voted, when Lord North equally sur- 
prised both sides of the hou^e by a conciliatory motion 
to the following effect : That when the governor and 
assembly or general court of his Majesty's colonies 
shall propose to make provision according to their cir- 
cumstances for pontributing their proportion to the 
common defence, such proportion* to be raised under 
their own authority, and disposable by parliament, mid 
shall also engage to provide for the support of the civil 

f overnment, and the pr^osal shall be approved by the 
Lin^ in parliament, the rorbearancc shall be exercised 
wi^ respect to such colony, ^levying or imposing any 
Hirther tax or duty, except such as may be expedient 
jfor the regulation of commerce, the proceeds of which 
last are to be carded to the account of 'the colony. 
After ijbl wonder excitea by this motion had in some 
de^e^ l^sided, the opposition to it began from the 
Mudlffer's .own party, who regarded it as a eontradic- 
•i^pio all the acts and declaratidns of parliament w,Mch 
.be himself had promoted. Great pains, however, being 
J(lken by a friend of govefiuncnt and himself, to show 
^ ^ i5‘ 
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that it secured all the essential rights of taxation, a|i4 
the minister acknowledging that he did not exmct that 
•the proposal would he generally received h/ the Ame- 
' ricans, and that he intended itgto separate the best* 
affected ffom the worst, the moAon was carried by the 
customary majority. Soon after, upon an enquiry fiom 
the opposition conccining a petition and memorial to 
his Majesty in counciffrora the assembly in Jamaica, ^t 
was laid before the house. It contained a very ft^e 
argumentative discussion of the question between the 
colonies and the mother country, explicitly asserting 
the lights of the former, hnd denying that the colonists 
are subjects to the people of England, though bound to 
all due allegiance to the cronn ; and it concluded with 
imploring ms Majesty to become a mediator between 
his European and American subjects. 

On March 22d, Mr. Burke,in a very celebrated speech, 
introduced his conciliatory propositions. ]L.aying a 
deep foundation in acute observations respecting govern- 
ment in general, and that of colonies in particular, he 
framed a set of resolutions for the purpose of establish- 
ing the justice of taxing America by grant, and not by 
imposition; the legal competence of the colonial 
semblies for tlie support of ftieir government in tinie 
peace, and fpr raising aids in time of ww > mid the bene- 
fits arising from ft^e exercise of such a competence. 
The debate was then opened with the resolution, 
which was an affirmation that the colonies in No^i 
America, containing upwards of two millions of free in- 
habitants, are not represented^in pMiament. • 1.7)| pre- 
vious question being moved, after a long debate upqn 
thia preposition, it was carried by 970 to 73, and of 
course the whole fbll to the ground. Shos!;|ly aftm*, 
Mr. Hartley intrcKluced a conciuatoiy |dan» the oasis of 
which was that moved by.Lord hilt with vmpus 

alt^tiofis ijp frivour of cidqiiiaiu It was rejected 
without a d^ision. * 

While second ,re8tarainiiig hill was passing 
house, the mimker moved 7or adding the ITelaMi*;^ 
counties to IdMse colonies which were included in t&e 

VOL. I. . M* 
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commercial prohibitions of the act, which was carriod^ 
upon the general assertion that they were as criminal as 
the rpst, without any particular enquiry into the fact. 

At this time the usiial party contest of petitions.and 
counter.petitions was actively carrying on in the nation t 
and the city of London, on April 10th, again addressed 
the throne with a remonstrance and petition, expressing 
the strongest abhorrence of the measures that had been 
adopted against the Americans, justifying their resist- 
ance, and beseeching his Majesty to dismiss his minis- 
ters for ever from his councils. It was officially pre- 
sented by Mr. Wilkes, now lord mayor, who was in- 
formed by the lord in waiting that the King ejected 
that he should not speak to him (as Mr. Beckford had 
done on a former occasion of the like kind), 'fhe 
royal answer displayed ^eat displeasure ; and the lord 
mayor afterwards received a letter ♦from the Lord 
Chamberlain, acquainting him that the King would not 
receivb on the throne any address, remonstrance, or 
petition from the lord mayor and aldermen, but in their 
corporate capacity. 

For the purpose of attaching Ireland, and supplying 
the place of the abolished American fisheries, a commit- 
tee of tlie whole House of Commons was formed to con- 
sider of the encouragement proper to be given to the 
fisheries of Great Britain and Ireland, wmch granted 
bounties to the ships of both countries engaging in the* 
Newfoundland fishery, and also gave advantages to 
other branches of the Irish trade. 

T^e province of New^fork had hitherto acted with a 
moderation which had* shielded it from the restrictions 
and prohibitions laid on the other colonies ; but in pjin- 
cipl,e itmCOtinfided with them as far as concerned the 
great pause of America. On May Idth h^r. Burke in- 
mnned House of Commons that be had received a 

paper^«p|eat imperttmee ftopa the general assembly of 
the n^i^^ce of New York, which was a complaint, in 
thejmnn of remonstrance, of set^ral acts of parliament, 
princijdea and re^iddtions of which were^ ^ they 
,Jp|rmed,- subversive of the rights of Briti^i subjects; 
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aifd iftdugh' he ^9 not know that the h'ouie would ap» 
prove every opiAion contained in the paper, yet, as 
.'the whole tenor and language 6f It were decent ahd re- 
• ^dctful, l^e trusted it would be feleived knd attended to. 
He then moved that it might be brought U]j>. This Was 
opposed by the minister in a motion by "Way of amend- 
ment, which in effect oegatived it ; and the amendmeijt 
being carried, the motion so amended was rejected 
-without a division. The same assembly also transmit- 
ted a memorial to the Lords, and a petition to the 
King, for the reading of tjhe first of which a motion was 
made by the Duke of Manchester, but it was rejected. 
Tlius terminated all the attempts for bringing this fatal 
quarrel to an amicable conclusion. 

Petitions against the Quebec bill, fronr the British 
inliabitants of that province, were presented to both 
houses. In the house of Lords a bill for the repeal 
of that act was proposed by Lord Camdenj bpt was 
rejected on a division ; and the same fate attended a 
motion of a similar kind in the House of Commons 
by Sir G. Saville. The session of parliament closed on 
May 26. 

Whilst the momentous contest was carried on by 
debates, petitions, and bills, on this side the Atlantic, 
warfare of a different kind was commenced on the 
field of action. Before the close of tile year, the seizure 
of military stores by the governor of Massachusets 
had been retaliated by two petty acts of violence 
in Bhode Island and New Hammhire, in the first of 
which the people had carri(jd,off all the crowns ord- 
nance which lay upon the batteries raised for 'the 
defence of the harbour; and in the secodd, had at- 
tacked and taken (apparently withopt resistance) a 
small fort, in which was contained a jmantity of pow- 
der, the object of the assault. fCesolutions were 
formed in the conventions of<Ma):;j^nd and Pennsyl- 
vania for the providing of arms and ammunition, and 
the manufacturing .of gunppwder ; and a firm det^- 
minition of resistance was universally diffused, 
became the more animated on the receipt of every 
♦ m’2 
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act and declaration from England intended to lAtHM* 
date. The circular |etter from the American sea:e- 
tary^ ’fiirtiidding in tfte King^s name the electing 'Of 
members for the ensiang congress, was enti^'ely with- 
out effect ; and such elections took place even in *tihe 
province of New York, in which the assembly 'bad 
passed, though by a small majority, a resolution against 
them. ' 

The new provincial congress of Massachusets pub- 
lished an address to the people, in which, having in- 
formed them that there was jreason to apprehend hos- 
tile measures from the large reinforcement of troops 
expected in the colony, they strongly urged the dis- 
ciplining and arming of the militia, and particularly 
that the select part of that body called mimite merif 
should be held in readiness for service at the shortest 
notice. It was not long before the certain result of 
the stjte'of irritation between two parties, who had 
now only the sword for their umpire, displayed itself, 
and the drst blood was spilt in this unhappy difference. 
The Americans having collected a considerable quan- 
tify of military stores at thelown of Concord, at which 
the proviheial congress was held, General Gage de- 
tached the light infantry and grenadiers of the army, 
to the number of about 900, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing them. The party, embarking rin boats at Boston, 

{ >roceeded to some distance up Charles’s river, and 
anding on the morning (ff April 19th, marched in 
sQence towards Coivcori The country, however, was 
soonf alarmed, and peppSe began to assemble on all 
sid^^ so that whef) the soid^rs reached Lexington, 
they iband a body of militia drawn up on a green near 
the roaff side? An officer in the van ordered the pro- 
vincials, undef the appellation of TCbeb, to throw 
down tiMnfirms and di^xrs^; and the toldiers rusdiing 
on wHjflH^as, ^oVe*Soattering shdts were fired, (by 
whii^aluW finn is a matter in dispute,) and a vojhey 
ffatt^l(ralng^ eight of the ipilitia were killed, and aevwriu 
itvn' wouifdna. The detachment then ntorched’ frur* 
vimrd lo C^cord, precede^ by some emnpani^ off light 
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infAUtry, which took possession of two bri4gQ?*,a body 
of militia retiring at their approifeh. ^ The main body,' 
*on their arri^-al, spiked three ineces pf cannon, de- 
• sitroyed some gun-carriages/ mal threw into the river 
some barrels of flour, powder, ahd ball. In the mean- 
time the countty assembled, and attacking the troops 
on ^ sides, tliey commenced a retreat to X^exington, 
which was a continued skirmish. . General Gage had 
providently sent a strong reinforcement to meet them 
at that place, which was of essential service during the 
remainder of the march, ^ as the Americans continued 
the pursuit in still increasing number's. The party 
reached Charlestown near Boston at sunset, exhausted 
by fatigue, and having sustained a loss in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, of 373 men and officers. The 
loss on the opposite side was stated at only 60. 

This affiiir summoned the whole province to arms, 
and a body of militia, said to exceed 20,000 men, in- 
vested the king’s troops in Boston. The provincial 
congress drew up an 'address to the people of Great 
Britain, the object of wlpch was to shew that the hos- 
tilities on this occasion began from the regular soldiers. 
They also passed votes for the arr^ and maintenance 
of an army, and a resolution, that General Gage by his 
conduct had entirely disqualified himsfdf for we offiefe 
of governor, and was no longer entitle to obedience. 
The highest indignation was excited in the other 
colonies by the occurrmjees at Lexington and Concord, 
and preparation for war was tlie general cry. Ma- 
gazines were in some places «seized upon; a stop was 
put to the exportation of provisions ; and Lord North’s 
conciliatory plan, when it anived, was rejenlfed with 
disdain. • > ' 

The continental congress met a second time at Phi- 
ladelphia on May 10th, «and tl^r first measures were 
resolutions for raising an army« and the issue of a 

E jper currency for its payment; oA the security of ^e 
j^ed Colonies. 'They al^ prohibited the supplying 
oiffihei. British fishery .with provisions, in consemi^ciU 
of which, ..several ships at Newfoundland were poliged 
» M’S 
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to return empty. The province of New York, whieh 
had hitherto held Jimcll, now imbibed the general spirit, 
and elected a provineW congress. Some private per- 
sons in the back parn of 'Connecticut, Massachusets* 
and New York, fitterf out an expedition at llieir own 
expence, for obtaining possession of the foitresses on 
the lakes, which command the passes to Canada, and 
a few men, under tfee orders of Colonels Warren and 
Allen, surprised Ticonderoga and Crown Point, which 
they took without loss on either side; making prize 
of a quantity of artillery an^ military stores, and of 
two vessels on lake Champlain. '' 

Near the end of May, three generals, Howe, Bur- 
goyne, and Clinton, arrived at Boston with troops to 
supply the vacancies, and were ibllowed by several 
regiments from Ireland, the whole composing a veiy 
considerable force. The harbour of Boston was like- 
wise 61}ed*with British ships of war, ^so that little dan- 
ger could be apprehended from any attack by the 
provincials. The continental congress passed a .re- 
solution in June, that the conjpact between the crown 
and the people of MassachuSets’ Bay having been dis- 
solved by the violation of their charter, it should be 
recommended to them to proceed to the establishment 
of a new government, by the election of a governor, 
assistants, and hbuse of assembly* About the same 
time General Gage issued a proclamation, offeiing in 
the King’s name a pardon to all who should imme- 
diately lay down their arms and return to their occu- 
pation, with the exceptioK of Siwuel Adams and John 
Hancock, and’ declaring that all wh^ should not^ccept 
of this proffered me^cy, would be merted as traitors 
ahd'rebete. It also proclaimed martialjkw ^1 the laws 
were restored te their due efficacy, j^jlittle was this 
paper re^rded, that Mh Hancock wsuf^ chosen presi- 
dent of l&pontinexr^ congress, 

Furtj||HKostilities* being now mutually expected, 
the j^hH^on of the post of Charlestown, separated 
from*lilmton only by Charles river) was thought' im- 
port^t, for which purpose the Americans sent a party 
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ofimen atuight to throw up works upou ^PjunkQr’s Hill» 
compianding the isthmus which jioins the peninsula to 
the continent. Tliis was efiectcf with so much silence 
and expedition, that before? da>/-break a small redoubt 
witli intrenchments and a breasl>work were nearly 
finished. As soon as these emerations were discovered, 
a heavy cannonade began irom the ships upon the 
works, and about noon a strong body of troops under 
^Major-general Howe and Brigadier-general Pigot was 
sent to attack them. They slowly advanced, supported 
by a severe fire of artille^, which was borne by the 
provincials with great steadiness; and as the troops 
approached the works, so hot a fire was opened upon 
tliem, that they were thrown into conflision, and for 
a short time General Howe was left nearly alone. They 
were, however, soon rallied, and furiously attacking 
the Atherican works with fixed bayonets, they forced 
them in every quarter. The provincials, after an ob- 
stinate resistance, retreated over CharlestowA neck. 
In this afiair, which is said to have been conducted 
with more spirit than n^itaiy skill, the loss of the Bri- 
tish in killed and wounded amounted to 10^4, about 
half their number, among whom was an unusual pro- 
portion of officers. That of the provincials was re- 
turned by themselves af 450. In the conflict, Charles- 
town, which had, been occupied by a party of the 
Americans, was set on fire and burnt to the ground. 

Immediately after tliis action the provincials threw up 
works on another hill on their own side of Charlestown 
neck ; and securing their postsavithitrong redoubts^whilst 
they advanced their lines to thb fortifications on Boston 
neck, they held the British troops closely invested in 
the peninsula, and rendered their situation vary uncom- 
fortable. The troops sufiered much ftom siclmess and 
scai’city of provisions, which last could only be supplied 
from England, whence, at a- vast^xpence, great quantities 
were sent, of wliich a small ’proportion arrived ^afe. 
The* blockade continued through tne year, and nothing 
mlMce pf importance occurred in this quuler. General 

M 4 
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Gage returning to England in October, the chief'o^u 
inand of the troops depolved on General Howe. ' ' 
Although the norti was the earKest and piine^l 
seat ittf hostile operatrons between the Britisji govitiu 
ment and the colonist^ in this year, yet the dame wed 
kindled throughout the whole extent of Nwth America^ 
atjd in various parts was disclosing itself in acts of 
mutual enmity. The colony of Virginia had been 
among the most zealous in promoting the common cause 
by the assembling of the general congress, and entering 
into private associations ; but, internsd order and tran>- 
quillity had been preserved, a State particularly desirable 
in a community whei-e the slaves greatly out-numbered 
the free citizens. Tire want of a legal assembly, however, 
and the expiration of the militia laws, put the Virginians 
in an uneasy situation, which they ettdeavoured to 
remedy by convoking a provincial congress in the 
month , of ’March, which immediately took measures 
for arraying the militia, and also recommended to 
each county the raising of a volunteer coti^any for the 
better defence of the country. This proceeding gave 
an alarm to the Governor, Lord Dunmore, who thought 
it neceSvSary to get into his possession the public maga- 
zine of powder in Williamsburg ; and by his direction, 
the captain of an armed vessel in the river went with a 
detachment of mitrines by night, and conveyed the 
powder on board of his ship. As soon as this act was 
^covered, the mayor and corporation of the city sent 
nn address to the goyernor, reclaiming the powder as 
th6 ppoperfyof the colopy, and representing the danger 
to whidi they should Jbe expo..ed for want of it in case of 
RUrinaun'ection of their slaves. This requisition was 
neS:’coAi;^ed with by the governor, who, irritated by 
ftoUie vic^ces d£ the nopulace, even threatened to set 
^ the royal staudara, and enfranchise the negroes, 
l^e colegists were n^w^eatly*exasperated, and a num- 
ber of inhabitants in the adjacent counties, taking 
hrins, m^hed towards Williamsburg with the avbwed 
^purpbte of obtaining the re^tution t>f the gunpowder 
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by>lbrook'find ooootuigthe public treasury., 
the intervention of. the magistral a copipii'oinise 
.‘em^ed into : but. in the meantin|e I^rd punmoro had 
‘ /his family on board a fiiaii of war, and foraying 
hisr palaces issued a proclawatioit in which he cWged 
die insurgents* with rebellion. While affairs *wetoin 
this state of commotion, the governor, on receiving dis- 
patches from, England, convoked the general assembly 
jjf the province, in order to lay before it Lord North’s 
conciliatory proposals; but the first basinets entered 
upon was an enquiry into the causes of the late dis- 
turbances, and on examination of the state of the maga- 
zincs. Meantime the governor thought he saw such 
indications of evil designs against him, that he privately 
quitted his palace, and witii his family retired on boaid 
'the Fowey iiMun of war. Various negotiations passed 
between his Lordship and the assembfy, in which the 
latter in vain urged his return on shore ; and as they 
equally lefused to attend him upon business in a king’s 
ship, they finally broke up the session. Lord Dun- 
more, joined by some persons attached to government, 
and resorted to by a numbbr of runaway negroes, fitted 
out a marine force, which during the summer and 
autumn carried on a predatory war on the coast of Vir- 
ginia; and being toiled in an attempt to burn tbc 
town of Hamptom he issued a proclamation declaring 
martial law tmoughout the colony, and proclaiming 
freedom to all indented servants and negroes belonging 
to rebels, who should join the king’s tbrees — a mea- 
sure which more perhaps than any other 'during the 
war excited general horror andlndignation, as breaking 
all the bands of society. To conclude the uunleasing 
narrative of the transactions in this province# tne year 
terminated with the total confiagration of the town of 
Nor^kk the most considerable for commerce in the 
colony. * * * 

In Nortli and South Carolind tHe differences between 
the governors and thp p^^e ran equally tugb, and in 
manner ended in tl&e secession m the iossouf on 
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board ships of war, and tlie governments falling into the 
hands of councils and committees of safety. 

The general cohgr«s published, on July 6th, a dedar-^ 
atioii setting forth tha causes and the necessity Of their* 
taking up arms, among which were mentioned the^sW* 
tempts made to induce the Canadians and Indians to 
attack them. They mentioned foreign aid as a thing 
aWinable, but affirmed that they haa no" intention of 
dissolving the union which had so long subsisted betweejik. 
them and their fellow-subjects, and whidh they sincerely 
wished to see restored. This was followed by an ad- 
dress to the inhabitants of (Jreat Britmn ; another to 
the people of Ireland ; and a petition to his Majesty. 
They afterwards took into consideration the proposition 
of Lord North, which they condemned as unreasonable 
and insidious, complaining that its purpose was to di- 
\ide the colonies, and to inculcate a belief tliat there 
was nothing more in dispute than the mode of levying 
taxes, ‘which being given up, the colonies ought to be 
perfectly satisfied. In this month, Georgia joined in 
the continental alliance, and ^ent its delegates to con- 
gress, which now assumed tlfe appellation of that of the 
thirteen united colonies. In compliance with the gene- 
ral wishes, congress appointed George Washington, a 
gentleman of fortune in Virginia, who had acquired ex- 
perience in the command of difierent bodies of provin- 
cials in the French war, to be commander in chief of the 
American forces,' and they nominated tour major-gene- 
rals and an adjutant-general. 

The success which haduttended the expedition to the 
Lakes, joined with the apprehension of a meditated war 
against the" nortliern'colonies from the Canadian border, 
inddbed the cpngreas to undertake the bold enterprise 
of an inv^on ef Canada whilst the main British force 
was cooped up in Boston. For this purpose Generals 
Schuyler and Montgomen' were placed at the head of 
near SQii^^men raised id New York and New England, 
who wdt^ be conveyed along l^ake Champlain to the 
■river Bord, which discharges itself into the St. Uitttt- 
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Fence. Montgomeiy, in the latter end of August, pro- 
ceeded with the force under his bommand to Isle aux 
;Noix ; and Schuyler having been milcd in an attempt to 
•cacjy Fort St. John, and obliged to retreat to Albany, 
the whole we^ht of the expedition fell upon the foirmer. 
He took St» John’s after a vigorous defence, and ad- 
vancing to Montreal, ^it was surrendered to him by ca- 
pitulation. In the mean time a, separate expeditidn 
gainst Quebec, was undertaken by Colonel Arnold with 
^out 1100 men from the camp near Boston. After a 
most toilsome march, he arrived at Point Levi, opposite 
to Quebec, on Noveraber^th. At this time that capital 
was in a state very ill calculated for defence ; the Bri- 
tish inhabitants much discontented with the Quebec 
bill against which they had fruitlessly petitioned ; many 
bf the Canadians little attached to the government; 
scarcely any troops in the place, aud General Carleton, 
governor of the province, absent. The inhabitants, how- 
ever, in ^read of pillage, united to protect thtAr pro- 
perty ; and Arnold, disappointed in bis expectation of 
a rising in his favour, withdrew his men to quarters of 
refreshment. About the* same time. General Carleton 
arrived, and immediately adopted the most efScacious 
measures for defence. Montgomery, on December 5th, 
appeared before Quebec, and sent a summons to the 
governor, who refused to admit his flag, or to allow 
of any communication. A battery was then opened 
against the place, which produced uttle effect ; and the 
provincial soldiers were suffering extremely from the in* 
clemency of the weather. Their* leader now fbi^nded 
all his hopes upon the success df an escalade, which he 
put in execution on the last day of the year, himself 
and Arnold conducting attacks against the qpper and 
lower town. The event was, that Mpntgoiqeiy, with 
several officers, and most of the men near ms person, 
were killed on the spqt ; and, Arnold’s division after 
making considerable progress, Hbehig deprived of their 
commander, whose Ipg was shattered, was repulsed 
a^obliged to surrender. General Carleton treated his 
prisoners with great humanity ; and honourably inter- 
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red Montgomery, who, for his qualities aH R man iund a 
soldier, was admired ahd beloved both by friend and foe. 
The expedition *wa| completely defeated, though, 
Arddld, with the lelics of 'the forces, kept Quebeo'fn 
a^ateof blockade for 9ome months longer. ‘ ' <-** 

We now revert to the remaining bomb transaottons 
of the year. The city of Loqdon persisted in its 
opposition to the measures of government by various 
public acts, some of which could not feil of beings 
extremely displeasing at court. Several mercantile 
places and commercial bodies also txpre^d their dis- 
approbation of the cocicive plan which had bemi 
adopted with respect to the colonies ; but on the other 
hand, many addresses to the crown eipressed 'entire 
satisfaction with the determination not to abate the 
least of the authority of the mother country, and made 
zealous declarations of their readiness to support the 
cause with their lives and fortunes. By the remaining 
friends* to conciliation something was hoped from the 
petition of the American congress to the King, which 
was presented by Mr. Penn, ^proprietary governor of 
Pennsylvania ; but no answdT was returned to it. The 
question was now become rather one of party than <rf 
political expedience ; the votaries of high principles 
in government uniformly supporting the measures of 
authority, while those who have •usually borne the 
titie of whigs were in great part, though by no means 
universally favourable to the cause of the colonies, as 
connected with that of liberty in generd. 

Am extrkordinary repeat of ^ conspiracy for Seizing 
his Mj^esty’s person and co'iveying him out of the 
kingdom, raised by one Richardson, an athatant in the 
guards, occasioned the apprehension or Mr. Sayr^ 
an' American by birth, and a baidtCrin 'London, andhis 
commitment to dose custody in the Tower for hi^ 
treason, ‘'bv^warrant fimta Lord Rochford, secretary 
of state.' SflKng brought by habeas corpus t^fore L<Mrd 
Mansfieii^ie charge appeared fio absurd that he mas 
bail, and the fecogni/ance was aftenMMis 
discharged, Sayre then bmfght an action aghinst 
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Lord Rochford for false imprisonment, and was awarded 
1000/. damages. * 

* October 26th the parliamdht assembled, and was 
> Opened bv a speech from the throne, in which the pro- 
minent topic, as might be expeoted, was the w'ar com- 
menced in America. It being assumed in the speech, 
that the view of the^ colonial leaders was to establish 
independence, when* the usual pchoing address whs 
moved in each house, very long debates ensued, and 
amendments were repeatedly moved, which were re- 
jected, and the original addresses passed by nearly the 
usual majorities. On this occasion the ministerial 
party was deserted by two distinguished characters, 
the Duke of Grafton and General Conway, both of 
whom spoke in strong language against the principles 
'which had brought on the catastrophe. One of the 
measures of administration having been the sending 
of Hanoverian troops to garrison Gibraltar and Fort 
Mahon, in place of British regiments ordered ft)r Ame- 
rica, the Duke of M^chester moved a resolution, 

That bringing into any part of the dominions of 
Great Britain the electoml troops of his Majesty, or 
any other foreign troops, without the previous consent 
of parliament, is dangerous and unconstitutional.** 
This motion occasioned warm debates, but was dis- 
posed of by the jirevious question }• and the same fate 
attended a similar motion by Sir Janms Lowther in the 
House of Commons. The introduction of a new militia 
bill produced a debate in the House of Commons on 
account of the additional jmwef vested by it ^n the 
crown, of calling out the milifia in case of a rebellion 
existing in any part of the empire i it was , however 
carried by a very large majority. IFqr the tx^xsayaer- 
vicb of the coming ,year were voted. seamen, 

and 55,000 landmen. « 

The Duke of Grafton, afteii his declaratioa againri: 
the American measures, resign^ *his place dflord-^vy 
seal, in which Im wp succeeded by the JSarl of XHipt- 
WmiBth, who quitteqthe c61onial secretarysliipi 
poat was taken by lAucd G. <7ermain (late 
t » 



174 . 


ANNALS OF CEOROE III. 


The Earl of Rochford retiring from public business^ 
Lord Weymouth succeeded to the office of secretary 
for the southern department. 

On November 10th, on* motion from the Duke Of 
Richmond, Mr. Penn*was examined at the Bar cf the 
House of Lords, after which the Duke moved That 
the petition of the continental congress to the king was 
^ound for a conciliation of the unhappy differences 
subsisting between Great Britain and America.” Thi^ 
produced an animated debate, but the motion was re- 
jected by 86 votes to S3. On November 13th, Lord 
North moved an advance of the land-tax to four shillings 
in the pound for the year 1776. This proposal was ill 
received by some of the country gentlemen who had 
supported the plans of American taxation \vith the sole 
view of alleviating their own burdens ; it was, however, 
carried by a great majority. 

Mr. BiR’ke, on November l(3th, renewed his concili- 
atory attempt by moving a bill For composing the 

S resent troubles, and for quieting the minds of his 
lajesty’s subjects in America.” The ^ound-work of 
the bill was a renunciation ot the exercise of taxation 
by this country, without interfering with the question of 
abstract right ; to which was added the power of levy- 
ing duties for commercial regulation, and of convening 
at the pleasure of the crown general meetings of deputies 
from the colonies, whose acts were to be binding on 
all ; and also an amnesty for the past. The motion 
was discussed by all the eloquence of the house, and 
was rejected by a majority or jq^t two to one, which 
was less than that in 'former divisions. Mr. Hartley 
afterwards moved to ^ring in a conciliatory bill Upon 
principles similar to that which he had before offered, 
but it excited vei^ little attention. ' 

On Nopember ^h Lord North proceeded to the 
CTOwniffi|Pieasure of hostility against America, that of 
bringin^ili a bill to*in(erdict all trade and intercourse 
with the thirteen united colonie^, and to declare all 
property of Americans taken oiW the high seas qf'’*in 
liarltour, priae of the captors, being his Majesty’s ihips 
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of«WRr. It repealed all the former restraining acts^ as 
short of the present purpose ; and it enabled the crown 
>to appoint commissioners, vested Vith* powers not only 
.'to grant pardons to individuals, but to determine whe- 
ther a part or the whole of a colony were returned to a 
state of obedience which might entitle it to be received 
into the king’s peace. This bill was opposed with 
great vigour in both ‘houses of parliament; Mr. Foi, 
who had now for some time quitted the treasury board, 
stud joined the ranks of opposition, particularly distin- 
guishing himself on the occasion. A clause which 
compelled all who were tAken on board American ves- 
sels to serve as common sailors in British ships of war, 
was especially noticed in the House of Lords, as “ a 
refinement in tyranny.” The bill, however, passed by 
'the usual majorities. 

The occurrences in other parts during this year were 
not in general of much importance. . 

The Emperor of Morocco abandoned as inglortously, 
as he had undertaken rashly, the siege of the Spanish 
fortresses MeliUa and Fenon de Velez ; he still, how- 
ever, persisted in refusing an accommodation with die 
Dutch, against whom he had declared war. 

The court of Spain having determined upon chas- 
tising the Barbary powers for their hostility, made great 
preparations for an pxpedition against>Algiers, and in the 
summer a force consisting of seven sail of the line and a 
great number of frigates, with 400 transports, conveying 
an army of 22,000 infantry and 4000 cavalry, ana an 
immense train of artillery, sailed rtom Cartha^en§. It 
arrived in the beginning of Jul}^ in the Bay of Algiers, 
which place Imd been well prepared for a defoncc. 
About 8000 of the Spanish troops being landed, an en- 
gagement was brought on with the Mgors, which con- 
tinued with great fiirjt for many hours, when the 
Spaniards were obliged fo retrqat v>^ith a severe loss to 
their ships. This was the eTid*of*the expedition, and 
the fleet returned* to the great dissatisfaction of the 
■Danish nation, whwe claftaours against the Genial 
CrEedly, could onlyjb^ appeased by his dismission* < 
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The Roman conclave was terminated in Februaiyt/ 
the election of Cardinal Braschi, a native of Cesena, who 
assumed the name of'Pius VI. In the Duchy of Tus- 
cany a law passed for regnlating the age and terms ofT 
admission into the monastic orders, the olnect of which 
was to reduce the number of votaries. Tne tribunal of 
the inquisition was perpetually abolished in the Duchy 
o<‘ Milan ; and the pplicy of abridging tho prerogatives 
of the see of Rome was still persisted in by the other 
Italian states. ^ 

In France great distress was undeigone from a scar- 
city of corn, which was the occasion of riots in the pro- 
vinces. The king was crowned at Rheims in the month 
of June. 

The oppressed peasantry in Bohemia and Moravia 
broke out into insurrection in the spring ; assembling 
in great bodies to demand tlie abolition of the corvees, 
by which, almost their whole time and labour were con- 
sumed*} and committing great violence on the property 
and dwellings of tlieir Icurds. They were so much in. 
flamed with rage and despei:ation, that they ventured 
to encounter the troops wnieH were sent to quell them. 
A grand commission was at length appointed to mc- 
amine their grievances, which restored tranquillity by 
procuring them relief from smne of the most burden- 
some of the duties required. 

The British government m this year influenced Hoi* 
land, Denmark, and some other states, to prohibit their 
subjects from exporting military stores, in order that 
th^ might not be obtained by the Americans. ,, 

T^e exfled Queen of Denmark died at ^1 ofi die 
10th of May. • 

Thep^haw ofi^gypt, Aboudaab, in this year marched 
a laigC^ army inV against Cbi^ paher, and took 
sevefal ^aces, whon bis advance was ^pped by dea^. 
The cajunn pashaw,ho|vever, frriving on the coast with 
a coonprable force, .oompleted the enteipd^e, ,and 
of the Ouek’s. person, put him tod^b 
aod'ii^ed his treasures. * ^ 
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ing the dSbrts of govprainent, the oflfef the 
troops was rejectca a considerable' 30s 
transaction, in which the disposal of^tHfe wtl^ra^y. 
was engird for without consillting tii^ ' 

of Commons, was inttodUc^il "bh' fbliru&ry io% 
parliament by way "of compUdnt of a breach of prii^ege, 
1^ Mr. Thomas Townshend, wbo moved'lbf 'a c^- 
mittee to enquire into the matter. A considerable 
debate ensued, in which the ministers^ and their iHend^ 
were somewhat embarrassed for a cijibsistent defence ^^f 
the measure: the motion wq^s however qUashed byn 
majority qf 2^ to 106. Another motion re^atiye to the 
subjectSm got rid o^t'the previous question.' 

A motion by Mr. Foil 'fbr A committee to ehqnire 
into Ae -canses of thO'ifl suecesis of'liis' Mme^s ihms 
in North Angelica, and of tiiC defection of the people 
of the provihee of Quebec, J^ve scope to- much severe 
censure of -tiie meabu%8jfl^lnistiy, itf which sofee of 
the frieridt*'cf govemnji^l^ea, but waSifi^ected by a 
large majo^y. 

^e tr^ties ent&'ed into. With the Landgrhve of 
Hesse CaSsehthe Duke of ^tfrunswiliik, fnd the Heredi- 
tary Prirfee of He^ C^ssel, ;fc(p the hirew trodprflbr the 
Arneiican service to the amount of about ‘l7,tK)0 men, 
were luid befbre the House of Commons on February 
iPth, and f 'motion Wismade'by Ibe q^steribr refer- 
ring'ihem to a conriHittsfe. of ■'fin the debate 
which foUo#ed, the‘ 15f en^ng forei^ troops 

was dcfthd^'frofii,thhi$lli«lOTcW’'impossM of 
rlisiag 'K*auftcrent 1»ng- 

dotus'ftr ^ leductiqp of A|tie]|^^''andt^b^^^^ 



jfdndUhfloA^^^'madie ‘fe a 
, Dukebf'Oriftotii^^ Uddf^^^ 
^In^^ng tiutt a p^cBdlMitiOn' 
dMre thatif^thbl^ (easonaMd tittle i 
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0 » itHi&c the aitiva} ef troops in Americai ^ coloiiiea 
shall present e-P<:tition to 4ie cdbunander.in chief, oc 
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coasider tp be' th^^Just and reel 
griev^ci^ 1 Ws M^esl^ a>^p^ s|i^pension of 
arms, and tdll assure tneo^itiat jt&enr lotion shall be 
received and answer^ed. This j^otidn was productive 
of a long and vigorous debate, in, which tlie ministers 
and their friends held, in hriuec language than be^hre^ 
{he doctrine of uQConditlonalaUbmission on the part of 
the Americans. The motion was {ejected by a' majority 
of nearly tl^ree to one. * ^ 

A bill for the ebtabljislin{eint'o|a milithi in Scotland 
had been broi^ht in W lined. Mount iStewml in the 
preceding X^^mher/i hutic^ attendance bad 

' not obtained due ^scussins.)i. The Second reading of 
it havii^ been opdnped fu* H^h @0th,^ the measure 
was fully argped i the f^r ^ong which 

were included all the re^niu^ upon 

the utility of a militia, 'Os 4'^&innal defe^& and the 
injustice of refusing to Set^l^d itS[ share m mis insti> 
tqtion i mid the opposers (hjectip|g the expence and the 
addition it would majee to the ol^d^j^Xcessive pegwer 
of the crown. Qn a division it was. throwj^ pui by 
1 12 votes to y5, the ipiiuster hiwng in the pdijflpjty. , 
The other ^smesaofrthe^aeasi^ no mat^l 

importance } apd ^edit for a mdljcu^^^ing 

been obtained, it Mtos p 9 pch %4 pu Hay 9^ / \ 

At Boston, the t{p(i^#pd tne remaining ijo^itapt^ 
wc^e reduped , to «ini^ distress* during,^ 
seaMU, f9rj,|^j;i|^9vMonJbd v^s 

with foi' fdeir: relief ^being taken rjiA tbp very 

edtsoncf^mf theJbarbo|jr, pna^the dtterapj^ 
iagli^ih^plsewheM^b^gjl^pde^ with ,8^ succ^ 

The .JHnue? b^ ^ «Wj»ve op bp^ mSfiu 

beginning <d March, when t^^r^^ps 
baliteiy npay, Aft wlpch W 

m A’ cannppadgj^and- bontbomiWt dgaipst 

fPi'bs %M|PP 

nn ^ .pppiWiijtet^deiJ^j^her.^^ 
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teries were opened, now became evident, that tiie 
British troops must either quit Boston, or dislodge the 
enemy ; and General Howe, conceiving that a regard 
for the reputation of iiie aimy required an attempt for 
the latter, however ]>azardous, made preparations for 
the purpose. A strong detachment was destined for 
embarkation in the evening, but, the design was ren- 
dered impracticable by a violent storm ; and when, ot> 
the next day it was resumed, a new and stronger work 
was found to have been thrown up by the Americans, 
which took away all hope of success. Nothing then 
remained but to abandon the town, and convey on 
ship-board the troops, artillery, stores, and portable 
effects, not only of the soldiera, but of all the inhabit- 
ants who had attached themselves to the royal party, 
and were to accompany the array in its removal. This 
business occupied ten days, during which no molest • 
ation yas*’ given by the Americans. On the 17th of 
March, as the rear cmbai'kcd. General Washington 
inarched triumphantly into 'Boston on the other side. 
The king’s troops were obliged to leave behind them 
a considerable quantity of 'stores and some cannon. 
They blew up theibrtincation of Castle William before 
their departure. Thus tenninated the attempts for re- 
ducing that colony, which was the ffrst and principal 
object of resentment to the British cabinet. 

The blockade of Quebec had in the mean time been 
continued by Arnold, notwithstanding all the hai'd- 
ships and difficulties attending it. On the approach 
of the scafon in which supplies from England might be 
expected, the siege jvas ren..wed, and attempts were 
made to set the town on fire, but with no otlxer suc- 
cess tbah that of burning the suburbs. At length, a 
man of war and two frigates having made their way 
up the St. I.aurence through the ice, and landed their 
marines ,$and a smaB detachment of soldiers, General 
Carletohfif.on March 6tlC Inade an attack upon the 
Amoxif^ camp, where every thing was in great con- 
fosiotb a retreat being already a;gun. Tlie besiegers 
immediately betook themselves a precipitate flight, 
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It/siving behind them their artillery and military stores, 
and some sick, who were made prisoners j and Quebec 
. was thus liberated, after an investment of five months. 
In the letter part of May,* several British regiments, 
and the Brunswick succours, arrived in ('anada, making 
a total of about 18,000 men in that province, the 
‘Toneral i*endezvous of which was appointed at Thrge 
Rivers (Trois Rivieres). The provincials continued 
their retreat to the banks of the Sorel, where they 
were joined by some reinforcements ; but they suffered 
much from the small-pox, which spread through their 
quarters. They failed in an attempt to surprise a 
(livision of the royal forces; and having abandoned 
Montreal, and burnt St John’s, and the vessels wliich 
they were unable to drag across the rapids, they em- 
barked on Lake Champlain, and reached Crown Point 
without further loss. 

Governor Martin of South Carolina, who*ha\J taken 
refuge on board a man of war, kept up a correspond- 
ence with the Regulators in the back settlements, 
and the Highland emigrants, and engaged a number of 
them in the king’s service, under the command of a 
Mr. M‘ Donald, to whom he gave the commission of 
General. This leader erected the royal standard in 
Fcbniary, and advanced against General Moore, the 
conunauder of a provincial regimedt, who had taken 
a strong post at Rockfish-bridge. Whilst they were 
jiarleying, other bodies of provincials collected, so that 
M ‘Donald, in fear of being surrounded, commenced a 
retreat. He was pursued, an^ brought td action on 
February 27 th, by Colonel Caswell, at the head of an 
inferior body of militia and minute-men, the result of 
which was, that M‘Donald’s corps was entirely dis- 
persed, and himself with most of his officers, taken 
prisoners. • 

A squadron of five 4nga^ was sent out by the 
Congress early in the yeatTJBffer Commodore Hopkins, 
who sailed to the Ba&unaSj and plundered the island 
of Pirovidence of a quantity of artillery and stores, car- 
rying oft* the govern*|r and other public officers. They 
' ^ 3 
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made several Captiiresion their return, and the Glasgow 
frigate escaped from»them will) difliculty after a sliarp 
•engagement. 

Lord Diininore, with his» flotilla of negl’ocs^•and fugi- 
tives, rowed during the gi’eatest part of the year along 
the coasts, and in the rivers oi‘ Virginia, repulsed in e\ ery 
attempt to land, as strict guaid ^?as kept in all acces- 
sible })laccs. The Beat, bad pro\i'«ions, ami filth of 
the crowded vessels, produced an infectious distcinj)ei;, 
which made great havoc in the crews; and the sur- 
vivors were obliged to take refuge ill Mo- ida, Bermuda, 
and the West Indies. 

A squadron under the command of Sir Peter Parker, 
which sailed from Portsmouth at the close of the year, 
was so much retarded by unfavourable weather, that 
it did not reach Cape Fear in South Carolina, till the 
beginning of May. General Clinton was there wait- 
ing for if with a small force; and these commanders, 
with Lord Cornwallis, agreed to make an attempt upon 
Charleston, the capital of the province. The fleet 
anchored off that place iii ‘the beginning of June, 
consisting of three .50 gun .ships, four frigates, and 
some smaller armed vessels; I’lie first object of the 
expedition, after passing the bar, was the attack of 
a fort upon Sullivan’s Island, which commanded the 
access to Charleston. The troojfs were landed on 
another island, separated from Sullivan’s by a small 
creek, which was rejjrcsented as fordable at low water, 
but which was defended by works erected by the 
Americans ; and Gencr/il'Lec, who had gone over from 
the Bi itish service to that of the Americans, lay en- 
camped with a considerable force on the continent. It 
•w'as not lill the 28th, that the attack of the fort on Sul- 
livan’s Island by the men of war took place ; and its 
result was the repulse of tuc ^assailants with great loss, 
after a gallant and l\infJ.fiO’W^ued action. From some 
circumstance, they were unaided by co-operation from 
the land forces. One of the frigates which got aground 
Was burnt, to prevent her fromlalhug into the hattHs of 
theener'y. 
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• The state of war was now so, decided, and the hope 
of accommodation without ab,solutc submission so 
, entirely cut off, that the congress began to entertain 
the idea^of declaring for independence ; and in order 
to sound the public feelings on this head, they sent 
to each colony a kind of manifesto, stating the causes 
which in Iheir opinion rendered it necessary that jU 
authority under the British crown should be abrogated, 
and the powers of government assumed respectively 
Ijy themselves j and they recommended it to those 
colonies, whose government was not already sufficient 
for the present exigency, to proceed to the establish- 
ment of such a form as should answer the purposes of 
internal peace and externjd defence. Pennsylvania 
and Maryland alone opposed the plan of independ- 
ence. In the former, after much discussion, it was 
carried by great majorities, that their delegates should 
concur in the determination of the congress. In 
the latter, the delegates having been instructed by 
a majority to oppose the question of independency 
in congress, which they .did, retiring at the same time 
from the assembly, the 'idea of standing alone had 
such an effect on the province, that they were directed 
to return and act as they thought best for tlie interest 
of America. Thus all were united in the measure. 
On July 4th, the4,lurteen colonies declared themselves 
independent, abjured their allegiance to the crown 
of Clreat Britain, and renounced all political connec- 
tion with her. Tlieir declaration began with an asser- 
tion of the general rights men, of the purposes for 
which governments were instituted, and of the' right of 
changing them when they no longer answer those 
purposes. It then proceeded to a long enumeration 
of the wrongs affirmed to have been sustained from 
the King of Great Britain, and for the redress of 
which, all their petitioag^ had ibe^n fruitless j and con- 
cluded with a solemn apjJieiSrCo ‘the Almighty for the 
rectitude of their intentions, and with asserting, in the 
name, and by the ^jluthorily, of the people of North 

N 4 
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America, that “ these United Colonies are, and -of 
right ought to be, Fr4e and Independent States.^* 

The British amiy dmbarkcd at Boston was conveyed _ 
to Halifax, • where it was detained above twj;» months 
waiting for reinforcements. At length. General Howe, 
impatient of further dclav, sailed with the troops under 
conyoy of Admiral Shuldham, and near the close of 
Jtine arrived off Sandy Hook on the coa:>t of New Jer- 
sey. He landed his men on Staten Island, where he 
was joined by his brother, Admiral Lord Howe, wh6 
arrived with the fleet after touching at Haliiax. On 
July 14th he sent by a flag, a' circular letter to the late 
governors of the several colonies, acquainting them 
with the civil and military poweis with which he was 
Invested, and desiring them to make public an enclosed 
declaration. The purpose of this was, to give inform- 
ation of the powers entrusted to him and his brother 
under the; late act of parliament, of granting general 
and paiticular pardons to all who should return to their 
allegiance. Tl^e papers being forwarded by General 
Washington to tlie congress, were published by that 
body in all the newspapers, introduced by a preface in 
the way of comment. A letter was about this time 
senf ashore by Lord Howe, directed to George Wash- 
ington^ Esqr. which the general refused to receive, as 
not bemg addressed with the title belonging to the rank 
held by him unc^er the United States i a conduct which 
was highly approved by conmess. An adjutant after- 
wards waiting, on Geneial Washington, from General 
How^, on ^a messaged relative to prisoners, great polite- 
ness was observed on Ubth side^ The officer having 
meptioned the great powers with which the com- 
missionei^ were imnished for eflectiiig an accommoda- 
tioiH the gencTj^l remarked, that as far as appeared, 
thqir powers were only to grant pardons, which those 
did, not want who 1^ ,jCommi^tea no crime, and that 
they were only defending Xheir indisputable rights, 
^uch appeared tobe the general sentimentof the colonies, 
though in some of them were manj^ individuals attached 



AtmAl.d' OF GEORGE' ih. 


285 


to. the royrf cause, or at least averse to the declaration 
of independence. ' 

Almost all the forces destineef for General Howe’s 
'command being now arrived, which, according to the 
original ^timate, should have aineunted to about 8^,000 
men, of the first military quality, and abundantly provi- 
ded with every warlikp necessary, an attack was planned 
against the provincials, who were encamped In force 
upon Long Island. A landing being made without op- 
position on August 22d, under General Clinton, Lord 
Cornwallis, and Earl Perc^, an engagement was brought 
on with a part of the provincial troops on the 27th, in 
which the latter incurred a severe loss, stated at 8000, 
including 1000 prisoners, among the latter of whom 
were three generals ; that of the combined British and 
Hessians not amounting to 350. The remainder of the 
provincials, still occupying their lines, were withdrawn 
on the night of the 29th across, the channel, sepju'ating 
the island from New York, without being perceive^ 
and brought away their baggage, stores, and part of 
their artillery. The attempt to defend this island 
against such a superior fojfce was afterwards much cen- 
sured j and the loss would probably have been much 
greater, had the conquering troops been permitted, in 
the ardour of victory, to storm the American lines, 
Soon after this event, at the re(]^uesPof Lord Howe, a 
committee from the congress waited upon him to confer 
on terms of conciliation ; but their report of the confer- 
ence was the same in efiect with the opinion ^bove- 
mentioned, as entertained by General Wasllington re- 
specting the powers of the commissioners. 

No hope remaining of an accommodation, the British 
commanders resolved to push their success f and on 
September 15th, the troops were landed on the island 
on which 'New York is* situated. That city was im- 
mediately abandoned h^he previpcials, who displ^e^ 
evident tokens of the eMCfOf thb late action on their 
spirits, and in their hpty retreat left behind then]i‘thW 
artiUe^ and milit^jstores.' Possessimi of New^ftw^k 
was taaen by a brigade of the British army 1 and soon 
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after, it was sot on 0re in different parts by some in- 
eendiaries, and nearly a third of the city was reduced 
to ashes. 

The provincials still occupied strong works' at Kings-' 
bridgo and on the nbrthern side of the island, which 
were turned by General Howe, who, embarking the 
grealesl part of his troops, landed them on that part 
of the continent of’ New York which adjoins to Con- 
ned icut. He then advanced to the high grounds called 
the White Plains, which obliged General W^ashiiigton 
to make a movement, which placed bun opposite to the 
line of march of the King’s troops, the liver Brunx 
being between them. Commanding an inferior and dis- 
pirited army, it was by no means his design to hazard 
an engagement. "When, therefore, the British araiy had 
forced a passage across the river, after a desultory com- 
bat, in which the provincials were driven from their 
posts,, Washington on the night of November Ist quit- 
ted his camp and retired farther back, and the British 
took possession of his intrenchments. Fort Washing- 
ton, on the North river, was^tJicn attacked by a detach- 
ment of British and Hessians, and was taken with a 
garrison of near 3000 men’, and fort Lee, on the op- 
podte side of the river, was deserted. The Jerseys 
were thus left entirely open to the King’s troops, which 
at length extenileU their cantonments from New Bruns- 
wick to the Delaware. 

During these successes, General Clinton, with a force 
of Butish and Hessjans, and Sir Peter Packer with a 
squadron of men of wiy, Vere sent to make an attempt 
on Rhode Island, iq ihe coiony of that name. I'lie 
island being abandoned on their approach, it was taken 
possession of without resistance on December 8th ; and 
Hopkins’s squ:(dron was blocked up in the harbour of' 
Providence by the British .,hips, which, with the troops, 
passed the winter on this sj^j^n. 

The British commandi^ in Canada having succeeded 
in freeing that province from thacolonial invaders, de- 
termined to carry their arms intolthc enemy’s quarters, 
and for this purpose used gi’catf exertions to equip a 
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fleet for acting on lake Champlain. Above 80 armed 
vessels being at length prepared for this purpose, under 
♦the conduct of Captain Pringle, and headed by General 
'CarletonSn person, they came on October lltli in sight 
of the American fleet commanded b^ Arnold, but much 
inferior in strengtli. After a spirited combat of two 
successive days, the American flotilla was almost en- 
tirely destroyed, only a galley and, three small vessels 
t;scaping to Ticonderoga ; and in their flight they eva- 
cuated Crown Point, setting fire to the houses, and des- 
troying every thing whicjb they were unable to carry 
away. General jCarleton afterwards returned to Ca- 
nada. 

Among tbe incidents which threw a gloom on the 
American cause, was the capture of General Lee. 
This officer being on his march with the few men ho 
could keep together to join General Washington, took 
up his quarters in New Jersey, at some distance from 
his main body. Intelligence of his situation being com- 
muijlcated to Colonel Harcourt, he pushed on with a 
j).irty of light horse, and> finding the guard, seized the” 
sentries, and carried off the General with a rapidity 
that prevented any rescue. As Lee w'as not only re- 
garded as an able commander, but was peculiarly ob- 
noxious to government in the light of a deserter fi*om 
the King’s service,* (the resignation of his commission 
not having beqn accepted,) great was the tnumph on 
his capture. An offer made by General Washington 
to exchange six field officers for hjin was refused. He 
was committed to close custdlly^ and there can be? little 
doubt tliat a resolution had been taken in England to 
make him undergo the utmost rigour of martial law ; 
but it was determined by congress that full i^taliation 
should be made on the persons of piAsoners in their 
hands, for any violence that should be practised against 
him. . * / 

At this time, the American army, reduced by losses 
of every kind, had dwindle^ to a small number, and at 
the expiration of thjir year of service, few men were 
prevailed on to contTiue in the field. Congress how- 
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ever in the midst of these discouragements retained^an 
uusubmitting spirit. * On October' 4th they signed a 
treaty of pei'petual union and confederacy between the 
thirteen colonies, which hiid down niles fo^ their go-' 
vernment in all cases 'respecting tlieir mutual relations 
in peace and war. They also assiduously employed 
themselves in devising means foi; levying a new army, 
and negociating a loan. On Decembei 10th they pub- 
lished an address to the people in general, and espe- 
cially to tliose of Pennsylvania and the adjacent states, 
in which, for the purpose of animating them to resist- 
ance, they expatiated on the relentless and inhuman 
manner in which, they said, war wasVarried on by the 
Uritish and their auxiliaries. The ill success of the 
Ameiican arms began, however, to produce those in- 
ternal effects on a cause founded only on o])inion which ^ 
were as much to be dreaded as external force. After 
the taking of New York, a petition signpd by a large 
number of the inhabitants of the city and island was 
presented to the Howes, declaring tneir acknowledg- 
ment erf the constitutional supremacy of Great Biitain 
over the colonies, and rcqiffesting to be received into 
the King’s peace and protection ; and it was followed 
by another of the like kind from the people of I.ong 
Island. The vicinity of Philadelphia to the rOTal troops 
having induced tlie congress to remove to Baltimore, 
dissensions arose in that city, in which a strong oppo- 
sition to the declaration of independency had before 
existed. On this occasion several of the leading men 
bothjn Pennsylvania and the Jerseys went over to the 
commissionei's at New 'York , and of those wlio staid in 
Philadelphia, the Quakers, uniting with those called 
loyalists^or tories, im{)eded the execution of an order 
for forti^ing the city. These proceedings induced 
General Wawington to d»tai^ three regiments to the 
place, wUch measu^ gave arheck to the movements 
of thojjBaffected. * 

On the approach of winter, the British army went into 
cantonments, forming an OxtensiVe chain from Bruns- 
wi(^ on the Bariton to the Deliware. Among these 
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posts^ Trenton, the highest < *'tho^e on the latter river, 
was occupied by Colonel Rail, with three battalions of 
Hessians, and some British light-horse and chasseurs. 
Their dotached situation led General Washington to 
form the aesign of making an attompt to surprise them ; 
ibr which purpose, pushing a corps aa'oss the I>;laware, 
on December %6th he made a sudden attack on their 
picquets, which brought Rail to their assistance. He 
soon received a mortal wound ; and the Hessians being 
repulsed in their endeavour to retreat, were obliged to 
surrender prisoners of war, to the number of 1)18. This 
success greatly raised the spirits of the Americans, not 
only as a cliange of fortune irt their favour, but because 
it was a triumph over foes, who, on account of their 
ferocity aod rapacity, were equally dreaded and de* 
tested. One of its eftects was the return to their 
colours of many provincial soldiers who had deserted 
them. 

In another quaiter, and against a very different enemy, 
the exertions of the colonists were crowned with suc- 
cess. The British agents had been active in instigating 
the Indian tiibes at the ukek of the southern colonies 
to make an inroad on the frontiers, holding out to 
them the prospect of being aided by a British force 
from West Florida, The (Greeks and Cherokecs were 
thereby imluced to take up arms f but the former, 
finding that the expected succour did not arrive, stop- 
j>ed short in the enterprize. The Cherokecs, however, 
fell with fury upon the adjacent settlements ; c'arrying 
ravage and massacre through them dining '‘great 
of the summer. At length thb neighbouring militias 
of Virginia and the Carolinas assembling, not only 
drove back the savages, but pursuing them into their 
own countiy, inflicted so severe a chastisement upon 
them, that the nation was nearly exterminated, and the 
survivors were obliged hiimbly to sue for peace. 

Whilst the American caiilt6 ‘was undergoing these 
difficulties and vicissitudes at home, it was in general 
looked upon with fa\iour adiong the European nations, 
not so much, it mayl^be supposed, through approbation 
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o(‘ its principles, as in consequence of a jealousy of that 
high rank in power and prosperity, which Great Britain 
had attained by its successes in the late wai'. The Bour-, 
bon courts were parliculdriy sensible of a ^periority 
which directly tended" to theii* comparative depression j 
and the inai itime states viewed, in the independence of 
the j^Viiglo- American colonies, a squrce of traffic hitherto 
interdicted to thenif The French and Spanish ports 
were freely opened to American ships, notwithstand- 
ing the remonstrances of the British ministers; and 
the prizes which a retaliatory declaiation of congress; 
authorizing the capture of all British property on the 
high seas, now rendered frequent, were allowed to be 
disposed of in them. Artillciy and military stores 
vere also sent, either as gifts or objects of sale, to 
the Americans, and sexeial French engineers and offi- 
cei’s entered into their sci vice. 

I’hc great increase of American privateers, some of 
whichj in the West Indies, were French ships which 
had taken out American commissions, svith few or no 
American seamen on board, , together with the large 
armaments fitting out in the French and Spanish ports, 
occasioned the British ministry, shortly before the 
termination of the parliamentary recess, to put 16 
more men of war of the line into commission, and 
to issue proclantations augmenting the bounty for 
entering the navy, recalling seamen who were in foreign 
service, and laying an embargo on the exportation of 
provisions. 

Oiv October tllst,* the meeting of parliament was 
opened b} a speech frSm tl.e tlirone, in which great 
indignation was expressed at the renunciation of alle- 
giance, aud the claim of independence, by the rebel- 
lious colonies ; *. one advantage arising from which 
would however be, a clear disclosure of their object, 
and a consequent mianimity^t home, founded on a 
conviction of the jusiidb'Siia necessity of our measures. 
Mention was made of amicable assurances received 
from other courts ; but th'ough » continuance of tlie 
general tranquillity w'as to be heped for, it had been 
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thought expedient that we shoulj^ be placed in a re- 
spectable state of defence at home. On the usual 
jmotions for an applauding address, the opposition 
•in both ijiiouscs m^e warnl attacks on the policy 
which had been pursued in tlii'» unfortunate contest, 
but the motions in each were carried by great ma- 
jorities. Soon after,, the pioelamation issued by the 
Howes on their entrance into »New York, having 
appeared in a common newspaper, though it had not 
been noticed in the Gazette, Lord John Cavendish 
in tlie House of Commons, called upon the ministere 
to declare whether it was or was not authentic. Its 
authenticity being avowed, his lordship expressed 
great astonishment, as well at the manner in which 
it was huflercd to come to the knowledge of the 
public, as at tlic contents of tlie paper, which ac- 
(juainted the Americans that his Majesty had directed 
a revision of such of his instructions as might be 
consti'ued to lay an improper restraint upon the free- 
dom of legislation in the colonies. This, he contended, 
was a high indignity ofteijed to parliament by ministers, 
in engaging its sanction td their propositions ; and he 
made a motion for the purpose of taking into its hands 
the revisal alluded to. The motion was however 
rejected by a majority of 109 to 17* After this ilc- 
cision, a number of. the opposition mdmbci’s, especially 
those of the Rockingham party, seceded from the 
public business of parliament, on the ground that all 
discussion of ministerial measures was entirely unavail- • 
ing. Othci’s, however, not o<iljr refused to tfdopt# but 
loudly condemued this conduct ' and this disagreement 
would have strengthened, had it been necessary, the 
government party. » 

Europe in general, during this year, enjoyed a state 
of tranquillity. The augmentation of the Spanish 
forces, which occasioned, some idi^uiet in the British 
cabinet, had a cause, or at ictlst ’a pretext, in a dispute 
with Portugal, respecting the limits of the two crowns 
on the Rio de la Piata in ‘South America. Troops 
had been gradually I'ent to the Brazils, aud waiiiae 
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preparations had been made, which preceded acts of 
hostility in which several Spanish forts were taken. In 
consequence, large b^ies of Spanish troops had been, 
advanced iowaids the flronticrs of PortU{|^ j and 
France had been called upon by Spain to anord the 
Stipulated aid in case of a war with that power. The 
mediation of England and France^ however, prevented 
the didercnce fioin coming to extremities, and a tem- 
poraiy, but imperfect accommodation took place. 

In the Austrian dominions, the spirit of improve- 
ment inherent in the Emperor Joseph was operating 
in the most laudable manner By the abolition of torture, 
and the introduction of a Ub^l religious toleration ; 
and also by releasing the peasants of the imperial 
demesnes in Bohemia from the state of villanage, and 
granting them allotments of land at easy rents* He 
likewise adopted the scheme of an East India trading 
company.. 

In ‘Asia a war had for some time been subsisting 
between the Regent of Persia and the Ottoman Forte, 
in wliich the foimer had liyd siege to the city of 
Bassora. This had continhed above twelve months 
under the usual oriental management, when, on April 
l6th, the place was compelled by sickness and famine 
to surrender. In a subsequent attempt to reduce the 
city and province^ of Bagdad, the Perrian troops were 
routed with great slaughter. 

A very extraorcUnary incident took place in this 
year in the British Indies. The Nabob of Arcot, 
Mahemmed Ally Cawn^ had fqimd meahs th obtam a 

S repondcrating influence ovu |he governing powers at 
iadras, which promiced a junction of the Company’s 
troops with his, in an expedition planned by him 
against t^ Hindoo Rajah of Tai^ore, who bait long 
been, ang then was, in alHance with bot^ Its rosultl 
was the capture Tanjor^with its district, whidi 
were seized by tlie'NkDOB^ who applied the R^ah’s 
treasures to d^ray the expence of the war, and left that 
unfortunate prince stript ‘of every thing but hhr life. 
The intelligence of this event, add of the manner in 
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wJiich it had been brought about,, excited the greatest 
indignation in the company, ai\d the restoration of 
the aq> 03 ed prince was decided on, as a measure equally 
neccssaryx for their reputatibn, and for their political 
interest. For the efiectiug it, I^rd Pigot was looked 
to, who had formerly, by his defence and government 
of Madras, established a high character civil and milif 
taiy, and wlio was much esteemed in his private ca- 
pacity. The Nabob, foreseeing the probability of 
such a consequence, had prepared against it by bor- 
rowing great sums of money from several members 
of the council of Madras, and mortgaging to them 
the revenues of Tanjore as a security. Lord Pigot 
arrived in his government at the latter end of 177 ^t 
and notwithstanding the ojiposition he met with, he 
succeeded in restoring the Rajah. Finding afterwards 
that all his measures were thwarted by a majority of 
the council, he took the strong step of carrying the 
suspension of two of them by his own casting vote, 
and he put under arrest Sir Robert Fletcher, com- 
mander-ni-chief of the fbiy:es. 7'Jiese acts occasioned 
a conspiracy to seize his ’person, in which Colonel 
Stuart, who succeeded to the military command, though 
apparently in intimate friendship with Lord Pigot, 
took a part ; and on August S4th, the colonel having 
by stratagem drawn .him out of the garrison to a villa, 
whither he himself accompanied him, caused him to be 
surrounded by a party of Sepoys, and carried prisoner 
to a place called the Mount, wh§re he was strictly 
contiued under guard. The prifv'i^iling pai ty then isj^ied 
a declaration, that the governor had Ibrl'eited all le- 
gal claim to authority ; and taking pos'.ession of all 
tlie powers of government, they appointed their* leader 
to act in his place. The governor artd council of 
Bengal gave their approbation to this act of vio- 
lence ; and both parties ‘ <^nt hrnnt^ their own repre- 
sentation of the transaction. 
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A.D. 1777. 

• Year of George IW. 17 18.^ 

— Parliament 3 U 4. 

I ettersqf Marque issued. — liill for detaining Per^sons charged with or 
liUspLCted of 7^ic(json. — Second Debt mi ttic Civil List. — Hessian 
Demands. — Ihhale on the Speaker's Address to the King . — Debate 
rcspcding Lord Pigot. — Lord Chatham's renesved attempt for con- 
uliation . — Winhington s Attack at Piimttotvn. — General Howes 
ptocei dings . — Capture if General Prcsioi. — Pxpcdiiion of Bur- 
gopuc /torn Canada to the Hudson's River, — Surrender at Saiatoga, 
— Howe embarks for the CJusapeal. — Battle <f Brandywine^ and 
entrance oj Philadelphia. — Action at Germantown. — Fo7i;s on the 
Delaware taken . — Clinton's B,rped it ion up the Hudson' s: burning 
if Bsopn *;. — Anlimnal Session of Parliameul . — Habeas Corpus 
Suspt nsion continued. — Debates on Burgoyne's Expedition and the 
Employment of Saxages . — Death ^of the King of Portugal and 
Changes in that Ministry. — Fapedition xfthe Spaniards against the 
Portuguese Settlements. — Dtspufei bclwen Russia and the Porte. 

Os the nieetnif? of piirlianicnt after the recess, a 
bill was passed in the I louse of Commons February (ith, 
for enabling the* AJ'^h’ality to grant letters of marque 
to private ships against all vessels belonging to the 
revolted American colonies : it afterwards went through 
the House of Lords, and in both without o})position. 

On thp same (hiy, f^rd North moved for a bill 
“to* enable his Majesi1y*to secure and detain persons 
charged with, or suspected o:^ the crime of high trea- 
son coynnittcfl in America, or on the high seas, or 
the crime of piracy.” On the second reading of this 
bill it appeared, that by its enactments, any one under 
the charge or suspicion tibovementioncd, was liable to 
be committed to a|p_%*j;lacie -nf confinement, appointed 
by the King’s sign manual, 'within any part of his 
dominions, and detained , without bail or trial during 
♦he »>ontiniiance of the law. Mr. Dunning thereupon 
expressed high astonishment th.i* a bill which struck 
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directly at the great constitutional security of Jlritish 
liberty, the habeas corpus law, ijhould be brought in 
without notice, and in so thin a house ; and he moved 
’ for the J»rinting of the bill,* which was granted. The 
alarm thus sounded brought on a severe discussion of 
the measure, wliicl) however did not prevent llie com- 
mitment of the bill from being carried by a majority 
of more than lour to one; but the ministry lindiug 
that some of the objections were strongly supported 
in argumeni, an amendment was proposed by a per- 
son in office, consisting in the omission of the words 
“ in any part of his Majesty’s dominions,” and the 
substitution of “ within the realm.” This amend- 
ment by no means satislied the opjiosition, and during 
the farther progress of the bill the city of London 
presented a petition against it. In every stage it was 
combated, and amendments were proposed by the 
minority, which were rejected ; at length, the ininister 
declaring that he had no purpose of e\tending the 
ojieration of the bill beyond its open and avowed ob- 
jects, and that it was iivteudcd for America, and not 
i()r Great ilritain, and an amendment to that eflcct 
being agreed to, it passeil into a law. 

Some warm debates arose when the accounts of the 
unprovided war expences were laid before the committee 
of supply, several* of the items being reprobated by 
the minority, as lavish and enormous ; and censures 
Vi^ere particularly passed on an unexpected demand by 
the Landgrave of Hesse, for levy-money, on account 
of his hired troops. The mihi^jter’s task was rentlered 
more embarrassing, by the necessity he was under 
of introducing to the House of (commons a message 
from his Majesty, desiring that he might be’ enabled 
to discharge a second debt of the civtil list, amount- 
ing to upwards of 600, WO/. When the message was 
taken into consideration, copid^is/ debates ensued, in 
which all the accounts of the civil list expenditure 
presented to the Iloiisc were severally canvassed; 
such, however, was the prevailing sentiment of loyalty, 
that not only the deficient ^sum was voted, but an ad- 

0*2 
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(lition 100,000/. wa> matlo to the Ibrnier grant ol’ 
800,000/. a year. Th(p patience of tlie House was still 
farther fried by the I^aridgrpye^of Hesse, who brought 
forward a donnanf claim of 40,000/jfor the ^‘xpence 
ol' foreign hospitals in' the Iasi war. This instance of 
rapacil V pro\ eil so galling, lhaf Ihe resolution for dis- 
clwrging it was eai ried onl} by .Oif'to 4‘/ 

A singular circmns'tancc was the occasion of a hot 
debate in the House of Commons, in which the ministers 
iinind themselves embarrassed by one of Iheir own 
friends. The speaker (Sir Fletcher Norton) on present- 
ing for the r<)\al assent the bill lor the angmi ntation of 
the ci\ii list, luul used some expressions of an unusual' 
kind. In displa}ing the liberality of the grant, he had 
said that his MajestCs faithful Coniinons Jiad granted 
him not only a large present suppl\ , but a \ ery great 
additional revenue, “ great beyond example; great 
beyond, yo'ur Majesty’s highest expence: and this they 
have done in a well-grounded confidence, that yon will 
apjily \\isely, wha’ they have granted liberally.” lie 
had also, by nay of enhancing the grant, observed, ' 
that it was made at a time “ full of dilBculty and dan- 
ger,” and when theii’ constituents were labouring 
under burdens “ almost too heavy to be borne.” For 
this speech the thipiks of the House were immedialely 
and unanimously \ oted ; but on vtfleetion, its tenor 
w'as by no means agreeable to that jiart ol' the House 
which bore the ajjpellation of the King’s friends ; and 
on a debati' upon aiutfhcrto])ii-, a inend>er high in ollice 
took fhe occa-.i()n of c(ills^lring the speaker with groat 
vehemence, aecusing«hiin of naving utteied sentiinenls 
at vai’iance with those of the majority of the House. 
The speaker appealing to the thanks of the House in 
his detence, thC attack upon him was repeated with 
still greater acrimony, till tlie ministers, fearing lest 
the matter should go^ t^o lar, wished to put ii to rest. 
Mr. Fox, however, asserting that a direct charge had 
been made against the spcji^er, winch it was necessary 
f('r his reputation and that of the House to bring to a 
decision, made a motion f^r approving the manner in 
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which he liad expressed himseil*. This, after an at- 
tempt to get rid ol' it by an adjoAinnnent, was canied 
without opposition. , 

Wlien'the transactions in India relative to l^ord Pigot 
were brouglit under the consideration of the (’ourtof 
Kast India Directors, many of that bod} , though not un- 
dertaking entirely to justify the a iolent proceedings wd'^h 
respect to his lordship, yet loudly condemned his conduct 
in various points, and held that the restoration of the 
Rajah of Tanjore was an imprudent and unwise measure. 
About an equal number maintained theo[)|K)sitc opinion ; 
and the case being laid before a coint of j)ro))rietors, a 
resolution was agreed on, by a majoiify of 3HQ to l-l-O, 
for restoring Lord Pigot to his lull powers, and en- 
quiring into the conduct of those who liad been instru- 
mental in his imprisonment. 'Phe court of dircclois 
afterwards passed resolutions conformable to this deter- 
mination, to which, how'cver, was annexed a ’.ote of 
censure on Lord Pigot’s conduct, as in several instances 
reprehensible ; and at length, through the influence, it 
was said, of adminiftratiiqu, a vote was carried at a 
court of proprietors, b\ a majority of 41 1 to SI 7, for 
the recall of Lord Pigot, his friends, and Ids enemies, 
riie matter was brouglit into the House of (’onmions 
on May tl'id by f lovimior Johiistoug, in a motion for 
several resolutions, 'on which he proposed to found a 
bill for the better securing of our settlements in the 
Ivast Indies. 'Pheir tenor was a strong approbation 
of Lord Pigot’s conduct as governor, and a con- 
firmation of the acts of the* compaii} in his lifiour, 
witli the annulling of the resolutiori for his recall. 
Phis was the occasion of a vigorous debate, in which 
the ministers ojiposed, and the ojqiosition supported, 
the motion. On a division, it was rcjcc’ted by 90 voles 
against O 7 . During this* contest Lord J^igot died still 
nntler confinement, at the Ci*^nJen-honsc, Port St. 
George, on May 1 1th. 

The Earl of Chathimi, notwithstanding his advanced 
years and bodily infirmities, determined to make one 
more eflbrt for delivering 1 lip country from the dangers 
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which, in his opinion, were immediately impending 
over it. On May 30th, he made a motiot) in the 
House of Lords for an ai\ address to liis Maiesty, re- 
questing that the most speedy anti eflectual \neasures 
might be taken for putting a stop to the liostili- 
tics carrying on against the American colonies, ii})on 
tke only just and solid foimdatibn, tli t of “ the re- 
moval of accumulatca grievances.” lu Ids explanation 
of the motion he said, that by these words he meant 
every thing which had ptissed in pavliamcnt relative to 
the colotdcs since the year .I7(k‘h Ht insisted upon 
tljc immediate necessity of adopting an eili:'“tnal plan 
of conciliation, from the ceifainty that a treaty would 
be entered into between Ameiica and France, in case 
ol' the continuance of the war. “ America,” said he, 
“ is contending with Great Britain uruler a masked 
battery of France, A\hicb will open upon this country 
as soov as she })crceives us to be Hulliciently wcakeued, 
and finds herself sufficiently prepared.” The ministers, 
in reply, denied this danger ; and opposed the motion 
principally on the assum})tipi'., that independency was 
the j)rimaiy, and is now the determined, object of the 
Americans, which would render all concessions fruitless 
as well as degrading. The principal speakers in oj)po- 
sition warmly sujiportcd the motion, which was nega- 
tived by to «S. 

Nothing further of importsmcc occurred in this 
session of purlianicnt, vhich broke u}> on June (ith. 

In the principal theatre of American warliu e, after 
the disaster mIucI) luuk happened to the Hessians, the 
British and auxiliary troops assembled with the purpose 
of advancing to Frincetown, and Lord Cornwallis nun ed 
to attack W.ishington, who was posted on 'rrenton 
creek. On .lanuary 2d, the two armies cannonaded each 
otlier, and withdrawing ibr' the night, three British 
regiments, under Itic/itenant-colonel Mawhood, were^ 
posted at Princetown. Washington, in the dead of 
night, keeping up the fireys of life camp, marched with 
the greater jiart of his troops towiuxls Jh’incetown, and 
fell in with Mawhood at 5 iunrLsc, as he was beginning 
bis ma/ch aJ tlie head ol the 17th regiment. By great 
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exertions of courage and disjsiplinc, the regiment 
forced its way through the American ranks, and pur- 
sued its march W'ithout further molostalion. The 5.)th 
■was also' attacked, and made! good its retreat to liruns- 
^vick. The tOth was less cngageil than the otliers, and 
i\‘tii { (1 by another road to the same )>i'u e. .V eonsi- 
.h.'uUe lo<s was sustained by the whole, l hough less 
linn might have been exjiected ; and W.e.hingtoii, con- 
tented with this success, made no lijrther attempt. 
Soon after, however, the Americans o\er-rau both 
Jerseys, and became masters of the coast opjjosite 
Staten Island. During tlie remainder of the winter and 
(lie spring, Lord (lon)wallis, leaving the Delaware, con- 
tinued, much straitened in <{uartcrs, at Urunswick and 
Amboy. 

In April, expeditions were sent from New York to 
destroy some magazines of provisions and ammunition, 
which ])rovcd successful. Washingtoij now consider- 
ublv i'cinf()rccd adv^anced, and look a strong position 
in the Jerseys, not far from Bnuitwick. In the month 
of June, Cieneral Howe l;ook the held, and used all his 
endeavours to bring his antagonist to an engagement. 
After a variety of mameuvres for this pui pose, wliieh the 
caution of \Vashington rendered inetfectnal, Howt', 
(•lianging his i)lan, passed his army over to Staten 
Llaiui, and made preparations for arf embarkation. In 
July an incident occurred which probably had a con- 
siderable inHiioncc on the fate of General Lee. (’olonel 
Bartcm, a })rovincial otftccr, with a corps of volunteers, 
crossing by night from Providence to Rhode Inland, 
surprised General Prescott iti Ins quarters, and brought 
him and his aide-de-camp prisoners to the continent, 
thus securing a pledge of equal value for the safety 
of the Anglo-^\merican captive. . 

Mean time events of great importance were taking 
place in a difterent quarter. A i)lan had been laid, of 
which General liurgoyne was said to be the antlior, of 
penetrating by the li^kos of Ganada to the North of' 
Hudsoti’s river as far as Alftany, and by forming a com- 
munication with the British army in the middle colonies, 
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to cut oft’ all intercourse between tlie northern and south- 
ern portions of Noi^Ji America. The most sanguine 
cxj)ectations from this scheme were entertained by the 
ministers, cspcciaHy by their colonial secretaiy* of state, 
and it was resoh e(l to aftbrd every facility for its execu- 
tion. The command was given to General Jiurgoync, 
in whose abilities and enterprise much confidence was 
placed; and the regular force assigned to him con- 
sisted of about 7200 men, British and German, ex- 
clusive of artillery. A number of Canadians were also 
engaged to assist by various inilitary services ; and se- 
veral tribes of savages, a kind of auxiliary force, against 
the emplo}’ineHt of which, scruples appear hitherto to 
hav c subsisted, were induced by liberal present', to take 
a ])art in the expedition. A lesser annament was fitted 
out to proceed from the upper part of Canada by the 
way of Oswego to the IVIohawk river, under the com- 
mand 9f Colonel St. Lcgcr. 

General llurgoyne encamped his army on the west 
side of lake Champlain in June, whence he issued a 
manifesto in lolly language,^a]>prising the colonists of 
the dangers impending ov^er them should they resist 
his Majesty’s arms, and rhetorically amplifying the 
terrors of a savage foe let loose upon them — a style of 
address which, if it failed to deter, would infallibly add 
force and animosity to opposition. • In the beginning 
of July the army advanced to the attack of Ticonderoga, 
which had been strengthened by many additional works 
by the Americans sipcc the last unsuccessful attempt 
against it.‘ These, ho)vt*\'er, inspired no confidence; 
ai^d as soon as the defenders found that the investment 
was on the point of being completed, they determined 
upon eva'ciiating the place. This was cft’ectcd on the 
night of the 5th; and their flight being descried in the 
morning, a keen pursuit was Commenced by land and 
water. The result was highly disastrous to the fugitives, 
their rear being overtaken and routed with the loss of 
a number of men, and all their baggage. They after- 
wards abandoned b’ort Edward on the Hudson’s, and at 
ihi> ajiproach of the royal army retired to Saratoga. 
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It was the end of July belbrc CJeneral liurgoyne was 
able, Irom the difficidties of the country, to reach Hiid- 
'on’s river. Ilis troops were full ol‘ sj)inls .uid (‘oufi- 
‘dcncis AVhiJst dismay spread the proviiu'ia^, 

who saw themselves laid open without resistance to a 
tlreaded enemy. The New England Slates, however, 
maniiested not the least disposition to submit, but ac- 
tively employed themselves in eollfecting forces for more 
elfectual defence. Arnold was sent to reinforce the 
routed northern army, with a train of artillery which he 
received from Washington; and on his arrival, he drew 
back the army to Still-water, in order to keep in check 
Colonel St. Lcger, who was advancing along the Mohawk 
river. The American army was daily increased by the 
very cause which was intended to deter from resistance 
— the ferocity of the savages, who could not be restrain- 
ed from perpetrating their accustomed cruelties, and 
which obliged every inhabitant to arm lor his ovyn pro- 
tection, 'fhe royal army encamped at Saratoga now 
began to suffer from the want of provisions, tor the pro- 
curing of which a detachment was sent to gain posses- 
sion of a deposit of stores which the provincials had col- 
lected at Dennington, guarded by a body of militia. 
This proved a very unfortunate enterjirise, almost the 
whole pai’ty being killed or taken jirisoners, with the 
effect of rcv'iving ‘the depressed spirits of the provin- 
cials. At this time Colonel St. Leger was engaged in 
an attempt against Fort Stanvvix, since named Fort 
iSchuylcr, which at firat promised t<j be snceessful, a body 
of militia coming to its rcliefffx^ing defeated’witlwgreat 
slaughter. But the commander of the fort holding out 
with exemplary firmness, and a report of Arnold’s ap- 
])roach having alarmed the Indian auxiliaries, who 
threatened to quit the besieging army if a retreat was 
not immediately commenced, the colonel, on August 
asd found himself obliged to raise the siege, leaving be- 
hind him his tents and most of hi^ artillery and stores. 

During this interviff a large force of provincials had 
been collected under General Gates, an officer of Eng- 
lish birth, on whom the congress placed great reliance. 
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lJurgoyne, who still Ijty o])posite to Saratoga, having at 
longih procnrod a ‘'uppl\ of pinvi'^i'^ns, sufficioiit for 
jliirty ^h'y^’ con^.iimpHon, now dt f( rttiinvil to cro^., the 
HiuKoiiS mt'r,a nuM -MV v,hu‘l) attf-nvanls uhtlcrw ( nt 
niiioh (li''Cii -ion, :.•> his th.’na* of ultimate si'ce< h:ul 
been r,Ti atJ_} diniiiii-ht d. In tUet, his retieat to (*:>n ida, 
o^ hi* ad\a'!ci to -\!])an\ tor jV'»poso of j*" dng 
JSir II. Clii'toii, tile ihitish «'oniiii:nide at Xe'A \oil\, 
was almost cipially liazardous, whilst the lattir hazaal 
apjicared to him jirefcrablc, as an attempt at Ie:i-*t, to 
fulfil th(* f'ligiiial ('hjcct of the e\p( Jhion. He jmthis 
design in exi'eiition about the middle of Sejitemher, 
and on the lf)th arrived in front of the Ameiican army 
at Still-w'ator. A severe but indecisive action cnsuetl, 
attended with considerable loss on both sides, and each 
army entrenched itself in its position. The Americans, 
howevei*, were daily acquiring strength by reinforce- 
ments^ while desertions were taking place in the royal 
army among the Canadians and British provincials ; and 
the savages, finding no more plunder was to be expected, 
loft tlieir friends when their ijprvices would have been 
most useful. In the early part of October, Burgoyne, 
whose provisions were beginning to fall short, and w'ho 
no longer couldindulge the hope of effectual co-operatiou 
from the central army, made a movement with part of 
his force, as well for the purpose of n reeonnoissauce, <is 
to cov cr a foraging party. An action was thence bj ought 
on, in which the British undei'went a severe loss, and 
the pursuing enemy forced their way into a part of their 
entredichnfcnts. Nothing now remained but an imme- 
diate retreat to Saratoga with ihe melancholy necessity 
of abaiiduuiug the Ack and wounded. In this post, 
hemmed in on all sides by an enemy so situated jis to 
tire into his camp, without the possibility of forcing his 
way, and reduceil, to three days’ provision. General Bur- 
goyne was obliged to submit to the only means of pre- 
serving the remains of au army which had merited every 
pfiiise of bravery, patience, ami <iiscipJuie, by entering 
into a convention with ‘the American commander, 
signed on October 17th. By its terms, the troops weie 
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to march out of camp with all thp honours of war, and 
after depositing their arms, to be allowed to embark for 
Kmope at Boston, under condition of not serving again 
■ in America during the war, ‘the army not to be soj):ira- 
ted, private property to be held sacred, and no baggage 
.searclied, and the Canadians to be seJit to their own 
country on similar conditions. General Gage, who h.'^d 
behaved with great honour and luiinanity during the 
whole transaction, fulfilled all these eondiUoiis with en- 
tire punctuality as far as dcpcndetl »ip«m himself, and 
had the delicacy not to suffer an Ameiicaii soldier to be 
a spectator of the humiliating circunistanee of piling 
the British arms. The whole number of military of 
.dl sorts comprised in this surrender, was stated by the 
Anu'ricans at o'/ij'J men. 

Wc now revert to the events tliat were passing in the 
central jiart of this continent. (Jcneral Sir W. Ilowe, 
liaving embarked 'ill) British and Hessian battalions, 
with a powerful artillery, sa'Jed Iroin Sandy Hook on 
.Inly ‘^Sd, leaving 17 battalions and a regiment of light 
horse at New York and its vicinity, under (ieneral 
Clinton, and 7 battalions at Rhode Island. After a 
tech’ons navigation, he arrived on August ‘.^^th at the 
head of ('hesapeak ))ay, where the troops where disem- 
barked. General W'ashington in the mean time had 
left the .Jerseys, and marched with I’us army to defeml 
Philadclj)hia, the object of the British commander’s en- 
terprise. ‘fhe royiu forces began their mafch towards 
that city on September .‘Id, w'hils^ the provincial army 
had adv anced from the Brand_f-Y^ine creek. A’fler sieveral 
skirmishes, the latter fell back to the same position, and 
on the 11th a partial but warm action was brought on, 
in which the Americans were routed with cortsidcrable 
Joss, and in consecpiencc reti’eated, firs4 to Chester, and 
then to Philadelphia. I^n this battle several foreigners 
fought in the American ranki^ among whom was the 
Marcpiis de la Fayette, a Frehc*li nobleinan of high 
rank, induced by his»entliusiasm forlibert} to cross the 
Atlantic. This appreuticeyiip to republicanism, aa it 
may be termed, Jiad serious consequences at a later pc- 
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riod. Washington, rjot venturing a general action for 
the rescue of Philadclpliia, it was entered without re- 
sistance, by Lord Cornwallis, on September 2f)th. Some 
quahers and other jn'incipal' inhabitants, who hah refused 
to give any security for their subihission to the Ameri- 
can independent government, were carried away by the 
rptreating army, and sent to Virginia. The main bt>dy 
of the British lying at (lerman-town, a short ilistance 
from Philadelphia, hi a widely spread encampment, was 
attacked by surprise on October d-th by the Americans, 
and a severe action ensued, attends d with loss on both 
sides, but in the end the assailants were repulsed. 

T.ord Howe was now engaged in bringing round iiis 
fleet from the ('hesapeak to the Delaware, with the in- 
tention of ajiproaching up the latt er as near as possible to 
Philadelphia. The Americans had opposed a variidy 
of obstacles to this attempt, and had constructed works 
and batteries upon different points. Against one of 
these, named Red Bank, a Hessian detachment was 
sent to make an attack by land, whilst the ships were 
to batter the fort on Mud Islpnd on the opposite side. 
The Hessian attack failed with the loss of the com- 
mander, Colonel Dono}), and many men ; but Mud 
Island was taken, anrl lied Bank W’as ailerw'ards eva- 
cuated. At length, all the forts being demolished, and 
the obstacles removed, the Amcriomi sliipping which 
lay in the Delaware, ran uji above Philadel])hia for safety ; 
but being pursued thither, they were abandoned ami 
set on fire by their crews. Washington, wlio hail now 
received a’ reinforcement ‘from the northern army, en- 
camped at White Marsfi, 14 »niles distant from Phila- 
delphia, where General Howe in vain attempted to 
bring hiiti to action. The British army then returned 
to the city, and W'asliington removing to a stronger 
position upon the Schuylkill, called Valley Porge, both 
armies went into wintcmpiarters. 

General Clinton, ^he commander at New York, in 
the beginning of October, condmited an expedition up 
Hudson’s river, assisted by’ a naval force under Com- 
modore Jlotham, the lirst object of which was the re- 
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(luction of tlic forts MontgoQiery and Clinton. This 
wsis ed'ected by a coup de main, l);e Americans undor- 
fifoini? coijsiderable loss. Another fort was taken soon 
tiftor, and a large quantity of artilleiy and stores was 
the prize of the victors. Two new frigates and some 
other vessels were also destroyed, and other damage to 
a large amount was Mistained by the Americans. A 
flying squadron and a detachment of light troops under 
Sir James M’allace and General Vaughan proceeded 
farther up the river, carrying terror and devastation 
wherever they went. The, conflagration of the flourish- 
ing town of Esojnis was a circumstance which, occur- 
ring at the \ cry time when llurgoync’s army was receiv- 
ing favourable terms of surrender, produced a severe 
letter of remonstrance from General Gates. At the 
approach of this commander the expedition returned to 
\ow York, having dismantled the captured forts. So 
far its intention was answered ; but the secondary pur- 
pose of making a divemion in favour of Burgoyiic 
entirely failed. 

Parliament opened again, on November 20th, with a 
speech from the throne, in w'hich, atler intimation was 
given of the necessity of large supplies for the various 
requisite services, one of which was a considerable 
augmentation of the naval force, oq account of the 
armaments still going on in the ports of Prance and 
Spain, a resolution was declared of steadily pursuing 
the present measures for the re- establishment of that 
constitutional subordination which his Majesty was 
determined to maintain lhrou<^i4;he several parts df his 
dominions. The accustomed addresses and debates 
upon them in both houses, terminated in the usual 
manner. 

The bill passed last session for the •suspension, in 
certain cases, of the Habeas Corpus law, being now 
near expiration, the attorney-gerJpri^l moved on Novem- 
ber 26th for its renewal during a certain limiterl leini. 
Although the bill w^e* warmly opposed, it passed by a 
majority of nearly two to one. Sixty thousand seamen, 
and such other supplies as the ministers thought neces- 
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sary for the support of the war, were voted, and the 
.enquiries into the staj^e of affairs, and the management 
of particular departments,^ which the opposition occa- 
sionally called for, wore got rid of by the usual majorities. 
The debates, however, assumed a tone of increased 
acrimony ; and the news of Burgoyne’s surrender, 
while it struck the ministers with equal hiirpriso and 
dismay, gave a keener edge to the sarcasms of the 
minority. The employment of the savages, in par- 
ticular, excited the severest reproaches, and Lord 
Chatham, who ntoved for an ^iddress for farther inform- 
ation on the subject, branded the measure with all the 
fire of his eloquence. An adjournment for six weeks 
was soon after (December 11th) moved by the ministers, 
which was violently opposed in both houses, but was 
carried in both by great majorities. 

I'hiroiiean affairs presented little matter of interest 
during the present year. The death of Jose])li 1. King 
of Portugal, in February, effected a (‘hange in the poli- 
tics of that kingdom, which tended to compose its 
differences with Mpaiu. IJe was succcedctl by his 
daughter, who w'as married to her ow’ii uncle. One of 
the first acts of the new government w^as the dismis- 
sion of the hfarquis of Pombal from the post of prime 
minister, which hp had long held with almost unlimited 
authority. This change was extreincly grateful to the 
nation, all ranks of which he had displeased, by a 
system of measures opposed to the general prejudices, 
and conducted witJi arbitrary severity, but many of 
thenf enlightened and patriotic. The court of Madrid, 
immediately upon this eve: t, relinquished all hostile 
purposes against Poftugal, and orders were sent for the 
cessation of hostilities in South America. Befoic tlieii 
arrival, howeve'f, a Spanish fleet appeared off' the island 
of St. Catharine’s on the coast of Brazil, w'hich was 
.strongly fortified, lynf defended by a iniraerous Por- 
tuguese garrison ; but the Spaniards having landed, the 
whole island was evacuatejl withtout resistance, and the 
giwrison surrendered prisoners of war. The Spanish 
force then jwoceeding to Bio de la Plata, obtained pos- 
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session of Uic colony of St. Sacraaient and other places. 
JVeliminaries of peace were at length agreed t»n by the 
two coufts, and a treaty of limits was concluded, by 
'which all differences were ’terminated; and the final 
result was, that the closest alliance was formed between 
the royal families of Spain and I’ortugal. 

As nothing but nfecessity coul^have compelled the 
Ottoman Porte to submit to the tenns of the late peace 
with Russia, its stipulations soon became a subject of 
dispute between the two courts. The permission given 
to the Russian vessels of passing the Dardanelles, being 
particularly galling to the Turks, pretexts were found 
for stopping at Constantinople all ships of that nation 
proceeding from the Mediterranean. The independence 
of the Knmea ju’oduccd tw<) parties in that peninsula, 
one attached to the Turks, Ihe other to the Russians; 
and on the election of a Khan, each returned its own 
candidate. A civil war was the consequence, in. which 
several of the neighbouring I'artar tribes took part. 

War still continued between the Turks and Persians, 
but without any iinporfawt event. 
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Year of George III. 18 & 19. 

Parliaajent 4 iV 5. 

HegimenU' voluniarili/ raised in different places — Motions against the 
Measure, — l^ord North's rencx^cd prcposal for Reconciliation,— 
French alliance ivith the Amciictm titaieSy and Declaration, — ^r/- 
dress in consequence* — Motions in favour of Itish Commerce^ and 
Bills passed, — Provision for the King s ijouns^er Children, — Motion 
to p7 event Members of Pnrlianxe7itfro7)i exi gaging in (roxTrxxment Con* 
iracts,^*^ Lord Chatham^ s Fit in the House oj Lordsy and subsequent 
death, — Bills passed for the Relief of Roman Catholics, — General 
Burgoipie s I'cccption, — Militia embodied , — Revicivs, Congress 
retards the return (f the Convention Troops , — Expeditions in the 
Jersej/St — Arrival of Commit sconers for negotiating m Axxie-^ 
rica, and consequent Transactions, — Doltish army quits Philadcl* 
phia : Action on Retreat : Lee suspended, — War commenced with 
France . — Keppel sails with the Cnannel Fleet, — His Engagement 
with D'Or^xillieiSf and Consequences, — IXEstaign sails to Amcriraj 
and appears off Saxidy Hook. — Baffled by Lot d Hoxve, — His attack 
on the British at Rhode Island, — Sullivan » RepuLc there, — Lord 
Howe resigns his Command, — American Tories destroy Wyoming, 

— Destruction of American Privateers, — Other successes of tfie 
British, — Expedition against Georgia : the whole Colony subdued, 

— Commissioncj s quarml with Congress and return, — Dominica 

takeA by the French. — EfiglfJi Expedition against Si, Lucie , — 
D'Estaign irpulsed, and the Island surrenders, — Pomlicherry and 
other French Settlement s^in the East Indies taken , — Pailiaxnent . — 
King's Speechy Addresses, — Dispute between Admirals Keppel and 
PalTuer, — War in Germany between the Fmiperor and the King <f 
Prussia. • 

• 

The difficulty of levyirtg troop.s to supply the lossc.s 
sustained in America! Legaii to be .strongly felt at the 
commcnceinent of this year, avd the influence of 
ministry was employed to* induce that party wliich 
fronj the first had l)een zealous in snpporl of coercive 
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fTicasurcs a/jraiiist tlie colonies, to use their voluntai'y 
crtints in aid of the ordinary public means resorted 
to for this purpose. The fjrtfat tfadin" tcwns of Man- 
.ohester And Liverpool took the lead in tliis display of 
loyalty, and offers were sent to court by each f>fthem, 
of raisiufr at their own expcnce a regiment of a fhou- 
saml men. The prt^josal was thankfully accepted^ 
anti tlic friends to the cause ’ii fat'h town, with the 
neighbouring country gentlemen, engaged in the busi- 
ness willi the greatest ardour. It s\as much desired 
that the city of London wo:dd follow the oKample, 
and amotion was made 'in a meeting ol‘ the coi po- 
sition for that purpose; but while it was supported by 
a majority of 11 to 9 in the court of aldermen, it was 
thrown out by a majority of at least three to one in 
tlie common council. The prevalent temper of the 
cits was faither shown by the notice ol‘ a motion Ibr 
an ad'Iros? to his Majcsli, that he would be pleased 
“ to offer sucli te. 'vs to o:ir .American brethien, as 
would put :i .top to tlie pr< nuit ealamiiou, war.” 
The monied inti rest of Lojulon, heweivi', .l.owed its 
attachment to the king aiVl administiaiion, b, »,[)en- 
ing a subseripiion for raising nun tor his Alajesti’s 
service, “ in such manner as his Majest} shall think 
fit;” — words that were afterwards much coimmnted 
upon. An attempt to obtain a \ole lor the same 
puqios'' from the corpoiation of liristol link'd. In 
Scotland the measure of raising new regiments was 
adopti'd with greet alacrity. Edinburgh ami (jiasgow 
levied regiments of their own, and se\ eial _ji,vntl'*mcn 
in the Higld.uuls raised coips in <hat inertial distiie!. 
One im-enth e to zeal on ll’.esc occasions, w'as the 
privilege granted of nominating the officers,’ whicli, 
with otiier advantages, made it in some jilacesavery 
gainlid concern, 'flu Ivnelit whicli accrued to go- 
verimient from the subscript ion ♦, was not so mucb in 
a pe-uniary view, as in the rev'iv'al ol* that spirit Jbr 
subjugaiiiig the colouiv-s, which the la*e events bad in 
some measure repressed. The satislactioii derived to 
the ministeis fiom 1 hislestimonv of appiohation of their 
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policy, became appar^nl on tlic discussion, consequent 
upon a motion of Sir P. J. C’lerke, in the House of 
Commons, immediately after the recess, for an address, 
that an account of tlie luntiber of trooj)s raised during 
the adjournment, with a specification of the corps, the 
names of the ofHcers, &c. should be laid before them, 
'this being agreed to. Lord Nouth expressed Inmself 
in terms of cordial Self-congrat illation al such a dis- 
play of general concurrence in the plans of adminis- 
tration. 'flic opposition, however, charged the measure 
adoj)ted with being illegal and unconstitutional ; and 
some warm debates on the qhestion w.re brought on, 
when a sum was moved for in the committee of sujijily, 
for clothing the new troops. 'I'he majority by which tin’s 
was carried, was less than had been usual, being ( 1 ^ 2 ' > 
to ItlO. In the 'House of I.ords, two motions were 
made by the Karl of Abingdon, indirect reprobation 
of the Jevies and subscriptions, which w'cre j ejected I)) 
a majority of three to one. The leaders of opposition 
in both Houses afterwards introduced a variety of 
motions, which had for their, purpose en(|uiry into llie 
transactions of the war, anif the conilnct of ministi'rs, 
but which it is at jiri'sent unimportant to specify, their 
result being the same as that on former occasions. 

On Fcbriuu} i7th, Lord North, who appears abvays 
to have had C((Uciliatiou in \iew, though he had been so 
unfortunate as alwajs to be too late with his proposals, 
brought into the house tw'O bills one, for decLiring the 
intentions of the pai'liament concerning the exercise of 
the rtght of imposing ^ati's on the colonies ; the other, 
to enable his Majesty to enpoint commis'.ioners with 
powers to treat uporf the means for quieting the disorders 
now subsisting in Amcric.i. In his preliminary speech 
he said he had alwavs knowm that Americ-an taxation 
could never produce a benefitial revenue, and that he 
had never proposed any taxes on the colonies, but un- 
fortunately. found th'cin taxed when he came into office. 
He justified the coercive acts as ^j>pareiitly necessary at 
the time, though they hall produced effects which he 
never intended ; and he expressed his tlisappointment 
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at the military lailures that had occurred, observing 
that Sir W. Howe had always ‘been superior, not oidy 
in the goodness and appointment of his troops, but in 
their n^unber to those oppe^ed to him. With respect to 
the ])roposed commission, it was to be enabled to treat 
with the congress by name, as if it w(’re a legal body ; 
to order a suspension of arms; tosuspe-nd all restrictive 
laws, and grant all soits of pardqiis and immunities ;• to 
restore to any of the colonics their ancient form of con- 
stitution; and where the King nominated governors, 
council, Sic. to nominate others, till his pleasure were 
known. The minister’^ motioti excited strong expres- 
sions of disapprobation from the strenuous supporters of 
the national soxercignty and the royal prerogative, atid 
some of the country gentlemen warmly comjtlaincd of 
the decc'ption practised on tlu'tn relative to American 
taxation. On the other hand, the propositions were in 
general apjiroved by the opposition, but not without 
some severe remarks on the fruitlessncss of a war, the 
objects of wliich appeared ne\er to have hei'n under- 
stood, and were now entirely reiioimcetl. 'J'he hills, 
however, passed with some amendmeiils, one of which 
was a clause for the express repeal of the tea tax. 

Jluriiig the progress of these bills in (lie House of 
Lords, the Duke of (iraftoii, ou March .^th, iiifbiined 
the house that he had received inteUigenee I'rom an un- 
questionable source, that a treat) liad been actually 
signed between the court of France and the deputies of 
America,, and put the question to the ministers present 
whether tliis were the fact. Thc» seeretarv.of state in 
reply affirmed that he knew nUhi.'goi ^!^ch treaty, nor 
had received any authentic intitrmation of its being 
either in existence or coiilemplation. On AJarch Jtitli 
Lord North gave notice lothe Jlona* of Commons lliat 
he slioiild have occasion^ upon the tiJldwiiig day to pre- 
sent to it a message Irom tJie Jhrone ; aeeordingly, ou 
the 17th, the French declaration w'as laid before both 
houses, with a message purporting that his Majesty, 
relying upon the siipjiort of his peoiilc, was determined 
to exei’t, if necessary, all the iiircc of his kingdom, to re- 
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pel every attack, and upliold the power and reputation 
of this country. The Fftnch treaty of defensive alliance 
with the American colonies, which was concluded at 
Paris on February fith, a\owcd its essential and* direct 
end to be “ the elfectual maintaining of the liberty, 
sovereignty, and independence, absolute and unlimited, 
of the thirteen United States of j^merica, as well in 
mafLler-5 of government, as of commerce.” The French 
declaration signed by Al. de Noailles, the ambassador to 
England from that court, stated the actual independence 
of tlie Americans, jrroclaimed by them in .July 177 b, as 
a justification for beginning to form a connection be- 
tween France and the new nation, and for coi.solidating 
it by a treat \ of friendship and commerce. It jiroceeded 
to prefi -s a dcsiic of cultivating a good understanding 
with (ireai- llritain ; b’lit concluded with intimating 
that the King of France, detei mined to protect the 
lawful commerce of his subjects and to maintain the 
dignity ol his flag, had taken measures lor the purpose, 
in concert with the United States. 

Lord Xoith hating acquainted the house that in con- 
sequence of this ollcmsive coF.fln unicat ion his Majesty 
hail leiit t>rder> to his ambassador to withdraw from the 
comt of France ; mot cd an addrci-s to the tluoi.c, in 
which the higlK^f inciignation was expicssed at the 
unjust and liiquotoked conduct of Fiance, and the 
stiongest assiuaiice was given of the zealous suppoit of 
that house, and of' its confidence that the loyalty of the 
people would lead them to sustain with firmness any ex- 
traordyunt •buuleus that plight be found necessary to 
enable his Majest t to t iiJVlicate the honoui of his crown, 
and to },ro.((t the lights ana interests of these king- 
doms. auiciidn'cnt to this motion was moved by 
an opposition njember, consisting in the insertion of 
words expressing the hope and, trust of the house that 
his Majesty would rpmovt. from his counsels those 
ministers on whom, fjoin the experience of their past 
conduct, the public could place no confidence in the 
present situation of aflfdirs. i This 'brought on a severe 
attack on tlje ministeis, particularly with regard to in'- 
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capacity oi* negligence in not ot)taining intelligence of 
the designs of France till they were put in execution, 
or, if they wei'e known, in not providing against tl'.em. 
The amVudinent was, howeVer, rejected, and the origi- 
nal address was carried by to 1 18. Similar motions 
were made in the House of Lords witii tlie like event. 

The present parlicuneutary session \\as rendered ^n 
some degree memorable, as m ikirtg the coimncncemcnt 
of those acts of Justice towards the sister-isIand, with 
respect to its commerce, which have ternunated in a 
great melioration of its condition. On April ‘2d Earl 
Nugent moved for a committee of the whole House of 
Commons to consider of the tr.ade of Ireland. This 
being granted, he introduced motions for the purpose 
of taking off the subsisting restrictions on tin* Irish 
commerce, uudei the head of direct exportation to the 
Britisli ))lantations and settlements ; of' direct import- 
ation from the same ; of cxjiortalion of glass manufac- 
tured in Ireland to all places except Creat Britain ; 
and of the importation (>f cotton yarn nianufactured 
there, into (Jreat Hritaip : to wJiich Mr. Burke added 
the importation of Irish cotton }.un and conlage. 
Aliliough ajiprehciisions were oxpre.isv'd tliat these ))cr- 
niissions would prove detrimental to the manuJactuies 
of (Ireat Britain, the motions werp for the pre-'cnt 
agreed to, and bills were framed n]>oii them. The con- 
sequence A\as, a prodigious alarm throughout nio-,1 of the 
mamifacturing and trading districts of the kingdom, 
tlie inhabitants of which betrayed ji jealous} of' any par- 
ticipation of the Irish in the, advantages cnio}A;d by 
themselves, little to tiic credit of their liberality. Tlie 
city of London remained uninfluenced by '•ucli consi- 
derations : from the otlicrs numerous petitions and in- 
structions to representatives were sent up, which, on 
the motion for the scebnd reading of the bills, occa- 
sioned a motion for def'errift^ it to that day three 
months. The great advocate for Ireland on tliis occa- 
sion was Mr. Burke, laiid on a division, the motion was 
rejected, and the bills word committed. In tlie farther 
progress, counsel and evidence were, heard on different 
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matters relative to them ; ami in consequence of a com- 
promise between the .supporters ami opposers of the 
bills, a great part of the advantages proposed for the 
Irish trade were for the present given up. S6me en- 
largement of the linen trade was however granted, and 
some new access was opened to the African and West 
Imlia corainerce. * 

In consequence of a message from the throne on 
Ajwil 8th, a bill was brought into the House of Com- 
mons to enable his Majesty to make suitable provision 
for his younger children out of the lu'rcditary revenues 
of the ci’own. It proposed to settle an annuity of 
(5(),0()0/. on the six younger princes, and of 80,000/. on 
the five princesses; and also of 12,000/. iqxm the son 
and danghler of the Duke of Gloucester; the same 
only to take effect on the demise of the king in the first 
instance, and of the dukt* in the second. The bill passed 
into a law without iinjiediment. 

On April 18th, Sir Philip Jennings Clcrkc introduced 
a bill for restraining any member of the House of Com- 
mons from being concerned iu,a,nygovcrinnent contract; 
the motion for which was carried by a majority of 71 to 
50. 'fhe second reading of the bill was also carried by 
72 to til ; but the opposition to it still increasing, when 
the motion was braught on for its commitment, a majo- 
rity against it appeared of two only, the numbers being 
115 to 113. 

A committee on the state of the nation had been a 
consideral)I.e time sitting in the House of Lords, in 
whichNnany subjects had t»een warmly debated, when, 
on April 7 th, the Duke of Kichmond closed it by 
moving aj long address to his Majesty, in which the 
necessity of admitting the independence of America was 
insinuated. Lord Chatham, who was present, though 
in a very debilitated condition, rose and expressed in 
sti’ong terras his indigiyition at the idea of a dismem- 
berment of the empire. He was replied to with great 
deference by the duke ; when eagevly attempting to rise 
again, he fell back in a convulsive lit, and was carried 
out of the house, of which an immediate adjournment 
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took place. He recovered for time, but the powers 
of life were exhausted, and he exjnred in the following 
month. His remains were hodoured with a public 
• itmeral ; Ins debts were paid by the nation ; and an aii- 
miity of 'l'OOO/. out of the ci\il list was settled upon the 
Earldom of C'halham. 

'file liberality of»lhe tinier with respect to religious 
dillerencos was huulably displayed by the reeepliou 
given to a bill moved in the House of Commons on iVIay 
I Ith, by Sir (Jeorije Saville, for the repial <»f certain 
penahies and disabilities imposed in an act of U'iliiam 
1 1 1. for preventing the Wilher gr(;v\ th ol’popeiy . 'I'liests 
penalties !nelud(‘d the punishment ol'olHciating popish 
priests as felons or traitors; the forteilure ol’ pojtish 
heirs educated abroad ; the power given to a son or 
nearest relation, being a jirotestant, of taking jiossession 
of a father’s or other relation’s estate ; and the depriving 
papists of the power of act|uiring lauded jiropeily by 
purchase. Although, the lenity oft he times had in ju'ac- 
tice mitigated the rigour of these intolerant jirovisions, 
yet it was justly obseiw ejl^ that thediability to incur such 
penalties at the pleasure of an informer, or an unnatural 
child or kiusncin, was of itself a severe hardship. 'I'he 
motion was rcctuved with universal ajiprobation, and a 
bill trained upon it passed into a law without the least 
opposition. 

(leneral Burgoyne arriving from America, a court of 
enquiry into his conduct was appointed, but the general 
oHicers of which it was composed, reported, that in his 
then situation of prisoner ot Avar to the cong’rcss no cog- 
nizance could be taken of it. He tiien demanded a 
court martial, which on the r.ame grounds was refuserl. 
Bringing his case before parliament, motions Were made 
in both houses by himself and his friends for an enquiry 
into the causes and circ'mnstances of his surrender, but 
they were defeated by the iftfluencc of the ministry. 
The general afleiAvards i-efusing to return to his captive 
army, was by the king deprived of all his military com- 
mands. ' 

The state and manageinent of the nav^y was a subject 
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of much warm discussion in both houses of parliament, 
and various enquiries were moved, which were negatived 
by the usual ministerial majorities. Pailiamcnt ■was 
prorogued on June 3d. 

The militia was embodied in the spring, and se\eral 
camps w'orc formed. For the purpose ol‘ animating the 
.spirit ol’hnalt;^ and patriotism, his, Majesty, on tht'‘2'lth 
of April, attemled by the Earl ot’.SandwIeh, paid a \ isit to 
Chatham, lie afteiwards \isiled Portsmouth, where 
he reviewed the fleet at Spithead under the command of 
Admiral Kcppel. At a later pciod of the year he 
reviewed the troops at Winchester, Sailsburv, Warlcy, 
and Cosheath. 

In Ameiiea, the main armies passed the winter near 
each other in a state of inaction; the roval army in 
(|narters at Philadelphia ; the Americans hutted at Val- 
iev Forge. 'I’lie congress, desirous ol‘ preventing the 
troops comjjrised in the Saratoga convention from re- 
turning to Europe, raised captious objections to their 
embarkation according to the terms agreeil on, and at 
length passed a resolution for suspending jt till tin' rati- 
fication should arrive from hJiigland. Some preilatory 
cvpeditions into the Jerseys and on the Delaware were 
undertaken in the spring from Philadelphia, and ('thers 
j’rom Rhode i'.land, w’hich succeeded in the pillage and 
dc.M ruction of Afuerican property .to a great value. 
In some of these instances, the severities })ractised gave 
occasion to great complaints from the Americans as 
being acts of cruelty and wanton mischief. 

lukhe beginning of May the congress received, b} an 
agent conveved in a Trench frigate, copies of the 
treaties o(‘ alliance and commerce concluded between 
France and the United Stale.s. This intelligence, im- 
mediately published in a gazette with comments on 
the most favourable arlicle.s, and flattering encomiums 
on the French King, was received with great public 
rcjoicing.s, and raised* the spirits of the Americans to 
the highest pitch. Soon after, fjir Herry Clinton ar- 
rived at Philadelphia to take the command of the army 
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in the room of Sir William Howe, who embarked for 
England. 

In the beginning of June th{?«thrce commissioners 
.appointcM by Lord Nortl^s conciliatory bills, who 
were the Earl of Carlisle, Mr. Eden, and Governor 
Johnstone, arrived in the Delaware. A sketch of the 
pro})osals, of which ithey were tin* b('arers, had been 
received a considerable time before by (iov'ernor 
Tiyou at New York, who had used ev'cry means to 
give it circidation ; which being regarded as an insi- 
dious attempt to break the colonial union, the con- 
gress showed how little they a})prehended its cllects by 
j)(d)lishing the [)apcr in their gazettes. 'J'he commis- 
sioners immediately dispatched a letter to the president 
of congress, with the late acts of parliament, and a 
copy of their commission ; their secretary. Dr. Fergu- 
son, was intended to have been the bearer of these do- 
cuments, but w’as ri'fused a passport, 'fhe concessions 
now offered were so large, that at an earlier period they 
could scarcely have failed of acceptance. Indeed, 
they produced considerable debates in congress till 
the 17th of .June, when’an answer was returned by 
the president. In this it W'as observed, that the acts 
of parliament and other papers supposed the people of 
the United States to be subjects of the crown of Great 
Britain, which coujd not be admituM. It was iarther 
said, that they would be ready to enter upon the 
consideration of a treaty of peace and commerce not 
inconsistent with treaties already subsisting, when the 
King of (Jreat Britain shoidd deWmstrate* a s-nccre 
disposition tiir that purpose j tAe only jiroof of which, 
howev'er, would be the ex])Iieit acknowledgement of 
their independence, or the withdrawing of ^lis fleets 
and armies. • 

A determination was » now made of removing the 
British army from Philadelphia!} and on June 18th the 
whole was transj)orted across thd Delaw'are without loss 
or molestation. Was|;iingtou having obtained notice of 
this intention, sent a reinforrement to the .Jersey militia, 
in order to enable it to impede the progress of the troops 
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till he should bring up his own force. The lli'itish were 
encumbered with siicn a quantity of baggage, including 
provisions, which it Was necessary to carry with them, 
that their line of march extended twelve milc;^, and the . 
extreme heat of the weather rendered their advance 
still more slow and toilsome. Th(‘ir course was tlireeted 
to Sandy Hook ; but wlien they had arrived at it place 
Called Freehold, they wore overtaken by some detach. 
ments of the American army, and broiiglit to a partial 
action on June ScSth. 'I'he \alour and good conduct of 
the Uritish troops and their ci'minandcrs extricated 
them with a moderate lo^s from their dangerous situa- 
tion, after fatigues, the severity of which .nay he csti- 
mated from the extraordinary circumstance of the death 
of ,")!) soldiers without a wound, merely through the 
joint etlects of toil and burning heat. jVcconling to the 
American account, their loss would iia\e been much 
greater had it not been for the mistake or miscoiufuct of 
General Lee, now exchanged and restored to his mili- 
tary station, who, having been entrusted with the com- 
mand of the American advanced cm-ps ol’ .5000 men, 
gave them orders to retrofit just as Washington vva. 
marching in haste to their sujiport. For this behaviour 
he was tried b\ a court martial, found guilty, ami sus- 
jiended from command iluring a vear. The liritish 
army reached SAndy Hook on tl\o last day of June, 
whither l^ord Howe’s fleet liom the Delaware had 
arrived on the preceding dav, and they were conveyed 
b\ apart of it in safety to New York. 

Ik will « now be ])t o])er«to turn to the Uritish channel, 
in order to take up tRe narrative of naval occurrences 
which occupy an iinportant place in the military his- 
tory of. the year. 'I’he French court, as soon as the 
eftcct of the declaration dcliveied by tlieir ambassador 
in Fngland was known, gavo oiders lor the seizure of 
all British vessels foiam in tlie ports of France. A 
similar reteiliatory orihn- was given on this side, but few 
seizures were made in conseqjience, on citltci* part. 
It was now the groat object to fit out a fleet for the 
cluinncl service, able to cope with that which the long 
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preparations of the French wore likely to send out from 
their harbours, and this, at the present juncture, ap- 
peared to be a matter of dif^cult execution. Admiral 
Kcppel, who was destined to the command, found at 
Portsmouth only six sail of the line fit for immediate 
service ; by the l.‘3th of June, however, he was t'nabled 
to put to sea with twenty sail, and the promise of a 
speedy addition. Proceeding to the Bay of Biscay, 
two French frigates, with two smaller vessels, were 
descried, taking a survey of the fleet. War not having 
yet been declared, it was g. matter of delicacy to deter- 
mine how to act on the occasion ; the admiral, however, 
thought it his duty to stop the frigates. One of these, 
the JJeorne, having been brought into the fleet, a 
shot was fired across her way .as a signal to keep 
her course, which she returned by a whole broarl-side 
into a 7'f' gun ship, and thou struck her colours. Not- 
withstanding this provocation, not a shot was returned, 
'fhe other fngatc, the Belle Poule, being overtaken 
by an English frigate, a desperate engagement ensued, 
in which the English ship* jvas so mucli disabled in her 
masts and rigging, that she was unable to pre\ent her 
antagonist from escaping to her own coast. Another 
frigate was detained by the admiral, who, however, 
suffered several French merchantmev to pass through 
the fleet unniolcsfcd. From the captured ships he 
obtained the alarming intelligence, that the French fleet 
lying in Brest roads consisted of 32 ships of the line 
and 10 or 12 frigates, which great* superiority induced 
him to avoid so unequal a contest, and I’ctuni to Poil.s- 
raouth. Party was at this time prevalent in the navy 
as well as every where else, and Admiral Keppcl was 
not looked upon with favour by the nobleman at the 
head of the navy-boai‘d ; to which circumstance may 
be attributed the mortincatioq he underwent at re- 
ceiving no official approbation t)f his conduct, cither 
in stopping the frigates, or returning into port : for the 
latter he was treated vMth much obloquy in the papers 
regarded as being tinder^ ministerial ijifluencc. The 
arrival of the West India, and Levant trading fleets 
produced a supply of seamen which enabled the admiral 
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to put to sea again w^th 21 ships of’ the line, on July 
9th, and on his way he was joined by six more. The 
French fleet about th*e same time sailed i’rom Brest in 
three divisions, under thfe Count D'Orvilliers, com- 
mander in chief) the Count DuchafFdult, and the Duke 
de Chartres, son of the Duke of Orlean«. The En- 
glish fleet was also disposed iir three divisions, the 
van commanded bylSir Robert llarkiud, vice-admiral 
of the redj the rear by Sir Hugh Palliser, vice-admiral 
iif the blue ; and the centre by Admiral Keppel. The 
two fleets, the English of .SO, and the French of .S2 
ships of the line, and the latter much superior in 
frigates, came in sight of each other on July 2.3d. 
After the nuuianivres of hcveral days, during which, 
two of the French line of battle sliips had been sejia- 
rated from the fleet, an action was brought on upon 
the 271 h, which proved wholl} indecisive, both fleets 
being much shattered, but wi'diout the loss of a ship 
on either side. That of men was the greatest on the part 
of the French. Its jiarticulars wore afterwards matter 
of much discussion and cogtrovers). ; but uj)on the 
whole, it is certaiij, that the nation w'as greatly dis- 
appointed in the result. 'Ihe French, on the contrary, 
seemed to regard it as a triumph that they came off 
on equal terms fipm a contest with the British navy. 
The latter, however, in the consequences, displayed its 
usual sujieriority ; Kejipel, after refitting, liding for 
the remainder of the season in the clianncl, and 
cfl’ectuall} protecting the English commerce; whilst 
that V)1 th‘o French snffeiVd much from captures, their 
fleet keeping far to the southward, out of the way of 
another action. * 

Considerably before the appearance of the hostile 
fleets in the channel, a French squadron had been 
fitting out at Toulon, which sailed thence in Apiil, 
under the ■ Command bf the Count D’E>,taign. Its 
destinatIcHi was Amdrica, and it was seen on the coast 
of Virginia, on the very day that the British army 
arrived for embarkation kt Sandy Hook. By good 
fortune the weather prevented it from coming up time 
enough to impede the transportation of the troops to 
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New York ; and it was July 11th, when it appeared in 
'.i^ht of Lord Howe’s fleet at Sandy Hook. Tlio 
French force consisted of 12 s]iips*of the line, several 
being of liigh rates, and thrae large frigates ; that of 
the English, was six of 04* guns, three of 50, two of 
40, and some smaller vessels, most of them in bad 
condition, and weakly manned: they had, however, 
the advantage of being in possession of the harbour" 
formed by the Hook. D’Estaign anchored his fleet 
without the Hook, where he continued eleven days, 
not venturing to make any attemj)t njron Lord 
Howe, who had disposed his force with admirable skill, 
and was seconded by the most ardent zeal not only of his 
own crews, but of the masters and mates of the mer- 
chant-men l\ing at New York. At length, on July 
22d, the French sailed away for Rhode Islatul, and 
hero again, the point of time was singularly favourable 
to the British ; for immediately after their departure, 
single ships from tlie squatlron sent out under Admiral 
Byron, which had encountered many storms in its 
passage, began to dro}) in at Sandy Hook, in a very 
'.haltered condition. 

J’lic purpose at Rhode Island was a joint attack upon 
the British fled and army 1} ing there, by the French 
from the si*a, and the Ainericans from the land- 
D’Estaign arrived . there on July ^sJflth, and cast 
anchor not far from New'port ; and afterwards entering 
the harbour, the danger of capture produced the 
necessity of burning four British frigates, and sink- 
ing two others, by their crews. The cominunde; of 
ihc troops. General Sir Robert* Pigot, ineainime ex- 
erted himself in making every jiossible prej)aration I’or 
defence against the expected attack by the American 
General Sullivan. When the danger of, Rhode Island 
was made known to Lor^^l Howe, he sailed with his 
squadron, which was rc-inforced,* and arri\'ed there on 
^ Vug list 9tji. On the following ri&y, D’Estaign stood 
out to sea, and Lord J^owc endeavoured to gain the 
weather-gage in order to hiing him to action : but 
before this was eftected, a violent tempest came on. 
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wliicli sej)arateJ and damaged the two fleets so much, 
that an engagement was impracticable. Tiie French, 
who were the great»est sutterers, bore away for Boston 
to refit. I.or(l Howe, having repaired his< tlainages, 
followed them, and entered the bay of Boston j but he 
found D’ICstaign so advantageously situated, under the 
protection of land batteries, thaj; no prospect a])peared 
‘of a successful attack. General Sullivan, on the day 
when the French sailed from Newport harbour, landed 
on llliode Island from the continent, and on the 17 th 
broke ground against the British works j but the aj)- 
pearance of Ford Howe, and the departure of the 
French fleet, so much diminished his ciiance of suc- 
cess, that he was deserted by the volunteers, of whom 
half his force was composed, and found it necessary to 
retreat. Thus a scheme was frustrated on which san- 
guine hopes were fbumled by the Americans, who 
loudly complained ol’ the conduct of their French 
allies. Lord Howe, who returned from Boston to 
Rhode Islanil, finding the danger there at an end, pro- 
ceeded to New York, where he resigned his command, 
and sailcil for England. • * 

In other })!irts of America, military transactions 
were taking place, some of which may deserve a briei’ 
commemoration. A sti’ong party of the American 
loyalists, called' Tories, with some Indians, under the 
command of one Golonel Butler, *a[)peared in July on 
the Snsquehiinna, and ])roceeded to attack Wyoming, 
an extremely beautiful and prosperous settlement of 
eig^t to\nishij)s, sifuatecj on that river. They deleated in 
the field the garrison 'of the principal fort, slaughteretl 
all the re-i, vith the women and children, and carried 
fire and sv.ord through the settlement, comuiitti'ag the 
most shoi'ki.ig <‘j uelLies. On the other hand, an ex- 
pedition was inuiertaken by. some Americans fioni the 
back part of N'irginia,, against the Canadian settlements 
on the Missis.sij)])i, , which they reduced, exacting from 
the inhabitants -in oath of allegiance to file United 
States ; and other partiejj of tl'em retaliated upon the 
Indians their barbarities at Wyoming. 

. ly 
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Maj<)r-(jcncral (trey was dispatched by Sir H. Clin- 
ton, in tlic beginninj^ of Scpteihbor, with a fleet of 
transports and troops, to destroy some nests of priva- 
teers in ?hc part of .Vcw England called the Plymouth 
colony, W'hich service was eflectually performed ; and a 
large booty of sheep and oxen was afterwards made at 
the island named J\Jar,tha's \'ineyard. ’ He likewise sur- 
prised and [Hit to the sword a body ol’ American lighb- 
horse; and some other successes were obtained by 
the liritish in this desultory warfare. 

Admiral Montague, who commanded on the New- 
foundland station, on being informed of the hostilities 
commenced by D’Estaign, sent some frigates to take 
[lossession of the small islands of St. l^ierre and Mique- 
lon, which had been ceded to the French for carrying on 
their fishery; and tio resistance- being made, all the in- 
habitants were, by agreement, transported to France. 

'fhe southern states hud for a considerable lime par- 
taken little in the ravages of war, and (leorgia, the most 
remote from the scene of action, was carrying on its 
traflic nearly as in [leace, when towards the close of the 
year, an exju'dition was piunned against it by the com- 
mander-in-chief. For this purpose, a fen ce of liritish and 
Hessians undei Colonel Campbell, escorted by a small 
sepiadion of s'lips of war commanded by Comufodore 
Hyde Parker, sailed from Sandy H>)ok on November 
27th, which arrivetl at the mouth of the ri\ er Sa\ annah 
on l)ecember 2.‘>d. The troojis on landing proceeded 
w'ith littlp oj)j)osilion to the town ol“ Savannah, the 
capital of the colony, and hiding completely defeated 
the American force under a (jtmi'ral Howe ilraw’ii up 
for its defence, they obtained possession of the fort 
with its garrison, the town, and (he shipping of the 
river, without farther resistance. The American gene- 
ral withdrew with the remains of his army to South 
Carolina, and in less than a flwtuight, the whole [ir o- 
vinee was reduced to submission* tp the Briti.sh (fovern- 
ment, with the exception of the town o.’Sunbnry, which 
afterwards fell to a Ijoily (jf troops brought agaiiLst it 
by General Prevost, governor of East Florida. 
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Notice has already been taken of the difHculties which 
met the commissioners who were the bearers of those 
conciliatory proposals* that had been sent to America 
from the British ministi^'. . As tlie congress re'iused to 
open any negociatiou without a previous acknowledge- 
ment of independency, or the removal of all the British 
military force, oiie of the commissioners, Govi'rnor 
Jhhnstonc, who by a former residence liad made many 
connections in the colonies, endeavoured to renew a 
correspondence with some private friends wlio were 
members of the congress. A lady was employed a-, tlie 
medium, and money was offered as a reward for those who 
should exert their influence in promoting the object 
of the commission. This secret practice being m.uh' 
known to the congress, they passed a declaration c,n 
the subject, and sent it by a flag to the commissioners 
at New York, in which they expressed high indignation 
at ail attempt to corrupt their integrity, and declared 
that it was incompatible with the honour of Congress 
to hold any manner of correspondence i>r intercom se 
with George Johnstone, Esq. especially to negociate 
with him upon affairs in which the cause of liberty and 
virtue is interested.” This personal a’-tack drew forth 
an exceedingly angry reply from that gentleman, who 
absolutely disowned the most objectionable trans- 
action imputed td him ; and a papcT war eiiMieil be- 
tween tlie commissioners and the congress, can i(*d on 
with great acrimony on both sides. At length, on Oc- 
tober 3d, the commissioners, on the eve of departure, 
issiioi) a manifesto, ^omeof the declarations of which 
were afterwards the sflbject of parliamentary discus- 
sion. Aflirmiiig that the W'hole question betwc«-n the 
colonics •and the inolher-conntry was changed since 
their allianei' Wjth France, they say, “under such cir- 
cumstances the laws of selt-prcscrvation must direct 1 ho 
conduct of Great Britain ; and if tlic British colonics 
are to become an aci't'ssion to France, will direct her 
to render that accession of as Ijttle avail as possible 
to her cnem}.” This menjeo, as it was understood, of 
a war of absolute desti net ion, was returned In aeonntcr 





\\-\AT.S OF OKOl^GE III. iiQH 

uianifesto of tlie congress, in which they threatened 
file most conijilctc retaliatory vengeance ; and thus the 
iinal atternpi at coticiliation had no other effect than to 
■‘aggravate the mutual exasperation of tlte jiarties. 

I'he new war commenced with France soon disclosed 
irselfhy the usual hostilities in the West India Islands, 
the un])rolec(o(l state of the Jlrilisli part of which had 
been long a siibiect of comphunt to government. Do- 
minica. which l)y its situation between Mart iuico and 
(iiiachiiouj)e, is particularly exposed to danger, had 
(iiilccd been strengthened with fortifications at a great 
( xpeiK'e 'hu e its Vession to Knglijnd; but its garrison 
\\; 5 ' tnneh too weak for their defence. On September 
7ih the Miirijiiis de Bouille landed ^000 men upon 
fills island, and all resistance to such a force being un- 
ax adiiig, a suirender by capitulation was alinost imme- 
flialely iK’goeiated by Lieutenant-governor Stuart, and 
file terms granted wore extremely liberal. From some 
causes, the convex ance of intelligence Irom England 
to the West Indies had been so defeelive, that Admiral 
Uarringtim. who 1 iv with. naval force at Barbadoes, 
was /Ir’st in‘b]ini-(l of hostilities between the two nations 
b\ a ihu mi 'iit livim Baris published at Martinico in 
me iii'iltllc of Aiigusi. 

In I lie bigiimi'ng of November, ,P’Eslaigii quitted 
Boston w itli ins fleet and sailed for the M'^est Indies. 
On the day of his departure, a detachment of about 
oOOO men under Major-general Grant, which xvas dis- 
jiatchedby Sir Henry Clinton for the protection of the 
West India Islands, sailed from„Sandy Hook under the 
convoy of Commodore Hotham j and the fleets might 
probably have fallen in with each other on the passage, 
had not that of D’Estaign been dispersed by a violent 
gale. Ilotham having kej)t his ships better together, 
reached Barbadoes, on Decemb^'r 10th, where he joined 
Admiral Barrington ; and an c^^pedilion was immedi- 
ately undertaken against the I'^rench island of St. Lucia, 
the troops employed in it being placed under the com- 
mand of Brigadier-general Meadows. They were landed 
upon the island on the 13tiv and immediately took pos- 
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session of some heiglits occupied by the Chevalier de 
Micoud, the commat^dant, vrith the regulars and militia 
of the island, (lencral Prescot in the mean tin^o landed 
five regiments in the same hay, and, on the next day, the- 
small capital of Morne Fortune was entered by the 
British. General Meadows pushed on against the 
Estreating French, and had cariled several impoitant 
posts when D’Estafgn’s fleet came m sight, which, 
besides his original force of twelve ships of the line, con- 
sisted of a great number of frigates and transports, 
conveying troops estimated at 90(X> men. Admiral Bar- 
rington was lying in.Cul dc t5ac bay with a force of no 
more than four ships of the line, two of‘ fifty guns and 
three frigates, and with this dispropoition ho prepared 
to receive the enemy’s attack. This was made in two 
separate attempts, both of which were unsuccessful, 
and D’Estaign afterwards bore away to another part of 
the island and landed his troops. lie then led 5000 
of his best men against General Meadows, who, with 
about 1300, was entrenched on a peninsula, the approach 
to which was enfiladed by chain of batlciies. The 
onset was desperate, and thrice repeated ; but at length 
the French weic obliged to give up the contest, after a 
loss in killed and wounded greater than the whole num- 
ber of their oppo^^icnts. D’Estaign remained ten days 
longeron the island, without any tin (her attempt cither 
by land or sea. At length, he re-embarked his troops, 
leaving St. I.ucia to its fate, w Inch capitulated before 
he was out oi' sights 

\^'hilst the war was thfis commencing in the Western 
Indies, it had already been pened with great effect in 
the eastern possessions of the contending powers. The 
English 'East Jndia Company, soon after the delivery of 
the French dbclaration, not doubting that hostilities 


must be the consequence se'nt instructions to Madras 
foV imm,^wtely undgffftking the siege of Pondicherry. 
Forfi||j,wPy, they -v^cre conveyed with unusual expe- 
ditiou^kbid early in August Ma>)r-general Monro had 
asiNi|yi^ed a body of troopL in the vicinity of that towu. 
SgnipwaKd Vernon, the British naval commander in 
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those seas, liacl previously sailed with his small squadron 
to block u]) the port ol’ Pondicherry, where he encoun- 
tered a Prench squadron of somcwliat superior force 
•under M. ilc Tronjoly. An indecisive action ensued, 
after A\liich the French went into Pondicherry to refit, 
-iir Kdwaid retiiniin^Jo his station some days after, the 
French coninrinder came out, a^ .it for the ])urpose at' 
engat?ing ; but durinpf the night lie made off to sea, 
leaving the English to their blockade without molest- 
ation. The place was at this time closely inxested 
by laud, and batteries \v;ere opened against i1. The 
gallantry of the commander and garrison prolonged 
I lie defence to October 17fh, when an intended as- 
sault was prevented by an oflcr to capitulate. 'J'his 
was accejitcd, and honourable terms were granted 
to the garrison. 'I’he reduction of Pondicherry, with 
the previous capture of se\eral French factories and 
settlements by the Company’s forces in Ilengal and 
elsewhere, enlircly amiibiiatcd the power of that nation 
ill the East Indies. 

Parliament wa-, openad on Noi ember <f.?th by a 
speech from the throne, the leading topic of wdiich was 
complaint against the court of France for its unprovoked 
acts of hostility. Motice was then taken of the mea- 
sures which had been employed for\disappointing the 
malignant designs hf the enemy, and making reprisals} 
anditAVas observed, that, “although our efforts had irot 
been attended with all the success whicli the justice of 
our cause and the vigour of^our e.xertions §ccui^ to 
promise,” yet that the coininwcc of tiie nation had 
been protected, and large reprisals had been made upon 
the aggressors. The failure of the conciliatory mea- 
sures adopted with respect to America was then regret- 
ted ; and a confidence was finally expressed in the con- 
currence and support of parliaqient for those exertions 
which would maintain the honoxvof the crown and the 
interests of the people. Some parts of this speech 
offered matter to the exposition for objecting to thejtismal 
responding addresses, 'and* amendments were moved 
which occasioned vigorous .debates. In the.Ujfitsi^'Of 

ft « 
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(’oiimions an aniondiiKnt of this Kind was rejected by a 
majority of 220 to 1/J7. the House of Lords no 
spccilic amendnu'iit was pi;pposcd, but a division occui • 
led on tlie addiess, s\liich was cairied b) 07 to 0.7. A 
copy of the inamlesto of the coinuiissioner.s in Aaieiica 
being laid befiire parliament. Air. Coke, in the House 
of ( 'oiiiinons, and llie Alarquis of lloekingham, m the 
House of Lords, made motions ibr addresses to hi*. 
Majest) to express the displeasure of parliament at tho.se 
jiassages wliieh announced a new piinciple of conduct- 
ing the war; and \vi) .tioiig cen'-ur-'s verc passed in 
the subsequent dobetes b^ the oppositioii, on adeclai- 
ation of a natme, as the \ represented it, so repugnant to 
humanity. The motions w ere negatn ed in both houses 
by majoriiies, which, m the House of Commons, weie 
consideiably Uss than two t.) one. 

The parties and disci'utents which had long pretailed 
in tlie navy broke out into aflame tow aids the close oftiic 
year, and engaged the notice of parli.iiiient as well asol 
the nation at large, ^idmii'al Kepjiel, in his public dis- 
patch after the battle of .Ally, 27th with the Fiench fleet, 
had bestowed encomiums on the conduct ot‘ the othei 
commanders, and hail imputed his not renewing the 
engagement late in the e\ ening solely to an expectation 
that the enemy might be brought to fair action on the 
next morning. The result, howc\er, being such as oc- 
casioned a general disajipointmeat, llic circumstances of 
the battle wei'e caniassed in the fleet, and blunie w-as 
imputed accouling. as paity or favour directed. At 
length, a letter appearii'if in a newspaper, which was at- 
tributed to an olliccr whe had been present in the 
engagcgiint, directfy charging the escape of the French 
fleet to the disobedience of signals by the vice-admiral 
of the blue, Sir Hugh Palliscr. I'lic latter thereupon 
applied to admiral Keppcl. rcquiringliini to sign and pub- 
lish a paper asserting /hat his cidling into his waive, on 
the evening of July ‘.iyth, the two vice-admirals, w'as not 
for the purpose of thou renewingllic battle, but of being 
in readiness for the next day. The admiral refiisuig to 
do this, Sir Hugh published) under hi,s own name, in one 
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of the morning’ papers, a long statement of panictilars of 
the action, containing much dirccf;or imjilied censure of 
the eomlnct of llie coinmaiuler-in-chief , in coiisi-quenco 
• of svliich proceeding, Admiral Kejipel declared to the 
first Lord of the Admiralty, that, without a satislactory 
explanation, he could never again goto sea with tlx* vice- 
admiral (;fthc blue. *ln this state the aliair stood at the 
meeting of parliament, wheii, on tlio first day of the ses- 
sion, the Karl of Bristol called upon the first Lord of the 
Admiralty for an empiiry into the conduct of the naval 
ofiicers on July 57rh. That minis. er expressed the warm- 
est disapprobation of such an enqiiirv, and declareil liis 
conviction that both the ofiiceis in (piestion had hononr- 
ahly jiortbrmed their duty. The matter was brought on 
111 the House of (’ommons in a dchatc on the voting 
70,000 seamen for the ensuing )car, by Mr. Liitlrcll, 
who said that the case demanded an immediafe iiue.sti- 
gatuni ; and both the admirals being then present, each 
ga\e his own statement of the occnrreiice.s. That of 
Admiral Koppcl containing a direct assertion that the 
signal I'or coming into hi>i wake had been living from 
Ihive in the afternoon (ill eight in the evening wnhont 
being obeyed, Mr. Lnttrell immediately moved Ibr an 
adl!l•e^s to Ins Majesty for an order to bring .Sir Hugh 
Balliser to a trial. A very warm sjiyjceh followed Ifom 
•Sir ilngli, in whielf he inibrmed the Iionse, that finding 
no other mode of obtaining redress for the attacks on In 1 
honour, he had already demanded irom the admiralty a 
court martial on Admiral Kcppi^l, which jiad been 
granted. This declaration occasioned great surpffze in 
tlie hoii.se, and many severe censures were passed on the 
conduct of the admiralty on the occasion. A general 
sympathy was shewn for Admiral Keppel, a man much 
belov ed, who made a pathetic speech, vlhich concluded 
with his thanking (iod tliiat he jvas the accused and not 
the flcc/wr / after which he lell tjie house. The debate 
ended by moving for the order of the day, which set 
aside Mr. Liittrell’s iflotion. On December Kith, Ad- 
miral Hgol moved lor a hill to enable the admiralty to 
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hold the trial of Admiral Kcppel in some place on shore, 
instead of on ship-board, on account of his state of 
health ; which was carried. The sequel of this unplea- 
sant business belonj^s to the tbllowing year. 

This year wilnessed the commencement of a war in 
Europe between two powers, the magnitude and maitial 
character or wiiose Ibrccs seemed likely to renew Ihosc' 
scenes of ‘•anguinury comesl which had devastated (ier- 
inan} in the late conflict of seven ^oars. The extinction 
of the Gulllelmine line of iJavaria, b} the dciah of tlie 
Elector .losiph IMaximihaii in Incember !//?> bad 
assigned the succession of his estates to tiic ’^.lector i’ala- 
tine of the Rhine, who took peaceable posse'^sion of 
Them, lie fiiund, however, a formidable comjietitor in 
the house of Austria, which, reviving some obsolete 
claims, enfiirced them by marching an arm} into the 
country. The elector, unable to oppose an elfeclual 
resistance, eiiLcred into a convention, b} which he ceded 
the better half of Jlavaria to the cnjiress-queeii. 
Against this agreement, the next heir, the Duke of 
Deu\ Fouls, together with s^yie oilier German princes, 
entered a protest ; and the King of Frussia, jealous of 
the aggrandisement of Austria, ileclared himself a sup- 
porter (d‘ the rights of the (jennanic bod}. Negocia- 
tions were set on fpot ; but the court of Vienna haughtily 
persevered in its claims. The Elector of Saxon} 
united himself with I'Vederic, who resolved uj)on an 
appeal to the sword. He took the field in person, as did 
the Emperor .loscpli on the other side j and jierhaps 
mor5 nunierous troops„b6tter appointed, and more ably 
commanded, had never be' n assembled to decide a 
political contest. The King of Prussia in July marched 
to the bordei s of Bohemia, whilst another army inyaded 
Austrian Silesia. The emperor was opposed to the 
king, and each was attended by the most distinguished 
generals in his service. ‘ The plan of the Austrians was 
defensive ; and a ekinpaign of marches and counter- 
marches ensued, in which all the resources of military 
science were exhausted. ‘ >So equally was the great 
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game played, that not one considerable action. was 
brought on, though sharp skirmishes were frequent. 
At length, Frederic, unable to peneti’ate into Bohemia, 
vvitlidrew in September froiA the frontiers, and returned 
to his own dominions, Jiaving, as well its the Austrians, 
incurred great loss among Ins troops by sickness and 
desertion. 
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Tyial of Admit al KeppeL — MUions noant^* I ful Suiidnich — ioh 
iractots Bill Kpilal. — Bt/l latiud inlinnur ti Disscuict 
Comnuraal lldttf to Inland maxid and npcitd — Motion 
foi Pio\eciition of i! o^t (oi at ntd against J.otd Pi^ol,-^ Co/nniii- 
tee fot examininp^ the Condiut oj the War in Amnua . — Man*Ji do 
oj the Spanish Amha^sadot . — Militia doubled. — / umults against 
the Catholics in Scotland. — Non Importation Agretnuiii at Dublin. 
— Opet alums of tlu British Armj/ in ikot^ia and South Carolina. 
— Pxpedifion to the Chcsapeak . — Dish action of Forts on Hudson^ 
Ibnr. — Fteiiih Succiss on the CoaU of Afina ---A fans in thi 
West Indies . — St. Vincmih arnl Grtnada taktn bif tht Vrcnth.^ 
Action bdULCcn Btjton and lyLstaign. — Btiti h Sfitlnmnts on tht 
Mi'^sissippt iiddi . — American Hot ilia di strayed by Sn C. Collier 
— Suck Si of the Amcjicarn agam^ ^hc Indians. — D^Lstaign\ and 
jAiKobds Failure at Savannah. — Lnohsh Iletl super lot in tfu \V(sl 
Indus. — ErpediUort against Fort Omoa . — Alltrnpl oirainsl the 
Bland of Jer st y, — Combined Frenih and Spanish Ilett nr the Chnn^ 
nil . — The Volunteer System commenced in Ireland, anti its politi- 
cal Conseguenees. — Chano^es in the Ministry — Parliament meets . — 
King's Speeth . — Affairs erf Itelemd, anel LeJtd Isoillis Propositiems. 
— War lenexeed between Ausiiia and Prussia, and Ptait. — Rus- 
sia and the Porte. 

JPuB. public attentibu Mias very generally engaged al 
the beginning of tlic ^(Jar bv the trial of Admiral Kep- 
pel, M’hich eoinincnccd at Portsmouth on January 7th. 
Some days before, a memorial had been presented to the 
king, signed by J;\velve Admirals, Lord Hawke being at 
the head of the list, strongly rondemning the conduct 
of the accuser, and stating with great energy the mis- 
chievous conscquenc^s'which Mvould result to the na\ al 
service and discipline from establishing the precedent 
. and principle now introduced. No effect was, however, 
produced by it. The couit martial, after employing 
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W days in exaniininj^ the evidenoe on botli sides, gave 
.1 iiill and honourable acquittal of .the adiniuil, of every 
accusation brought against him, and declared tiiut the 
‘chargo was malicious and iiribunded. On the subse- 
quent day, February 12th, a motion M'as made in the 
House of Coiniuons to present thanks to Admiral Kep- 
} el lor his conduct during the course of the last siimtnes, 
ani particularly “for lii.s haMUg gloiioiislv upheld the 
honour of the British flag on llie 27 ih and 2<Stli of 
.Inly last,” which was carried with only one dissentient 
voice. A similir motion pasvd unaniinou.sly in the 
House of I,ords. As the conduct of the Admiralty in 
this business w'as supposed to have been influenced by 
jiartv, and the admiral w'as regarded as an intended sa- 
ciifici', exti’aordinary rejoicings celebrated his acquittal, 
(‘sjieciaily in tin* cities of J^ondon and Westminster, at- 
tended with violent marks of popular odium towards the 
[lersons who were conceived to have had a share in the 
prosecution. 'I'he resignation b^ Sir Hugh Palhser of 
liis seat at the admiralty lioard, of his licuti'iiant-general- 
sliij) of marines, and hi-i ^government of Scarborough 
castle, and also of his seat in parliament, attested his 
consciousness of the weight of public opinion against 
him. though he was univ'crsally considered as a brave 
and skiltiil officer, and, in the very action in qiu'stion, 
had behav'ed, when* engaged, with distinguished valour. 

The blame attached to Lord Sandwich in this aflaii 
brought upon him, in the House of (’oramous, three 
motions of censure lelativc to the state and disposition 
of the navy, and one for his rcinoval from his Majesty’s 
service. The first of these, made by Mr. Fox on 
March 3d, related to the inadequate force with which 
Admiral Kcppel was for the first time sent to cruise oft’ 
the French coast ; and the charge was b/ought so home, 
that the motion was negatived, by no greater majority 
than 2(H to I 70 . »Administratioi\ having afterwards ral- 
lied its forces, the subsequent diviifions were more in its 
favour. 'J'he discontents in the navy, liow'cvcr, continued 
to augment, and several olfiters of high laiik and repu- 
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tatioii either relinquished the service altogether, or de- 
clined acting under the present admiralty board. 

The bill ibr ju’ohibiting incnibers of parliament from 
being concerned in government contracts, was again- 
introduced in this session, but was rejected on the 
inolioii for a second reading, by lOl to r2f. 

« 'J'he liijer.d spiril displayed in ilic relief granted in the 
last session to the Uoiuan catholics, encouraged the 
dissculers lo a[)ply for a furl her exemption to theii 
minislei.i and schoolniasU'rs, from the penalties to m Iiici* 
they still by law remaim-d liable. .\ bill for the pur- 
pose was nio\ed in the House of ('oj.'mons by Sir 
Henry lloghton, and seconded by Mr. Frederic Mon- 
taguc ; ancl the opposition to it was so inconsiderable, 
that a motion by the reprc«en1ati\e of the university of 
Oxford, f()r putting it oil’ for four months, was supported 
by only (i \otcs against 77* It iiasscd without ditliculty 
through the Tah'iIs, and received the royal assent in the 
course ol‘ the session. 

The distressed condition of Ireland, owing lo the 
American war, and the embargo ujion the exportation 
of proiisions, occasioned a notice to be given in the 
House of ('ommops of an intention to move for one or 
more bills for aflbrding commercial relief to that coun- 
try ; and that an dlarm might not be excited among the 
British manufacturers, the first attempt was a motion 
by Lord Newhaven, on March lOth, for a committee of 
the house to take into consideration the acts of jiarlia- 
meijt relating to the importation of sugars from the 
West Indies into Ircluul the object of which was a 
repeal of that clause in the act of navigation, which 
obliged .every ship laden with sugar to bring its cargo 
directly to England, whence the necessary quantity for 
the coiMttim])tion of Ireland might afterwards be re- 
exported. The motiop 'vas* carried b^ a majority of 
47 to '42, the minister not interfering in the question ; 
but petitions being received against the intended mea- 
sures from Glasgow and Manchester, in which towns 
the friends of administration began to accuse Lord 
North of duplicity, he exerAcd his influence, so that 1 hi‘ 
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motion for the Speaker’s qiiitliivi: the chair, in order 
that liie committee miglit be formed, was lost on a 
division jhy b‘2 to 58. 

. 'Jlie iiuprecedeutcd amoilnt of the army extiaouU- 
naiies, exceeding two millions, occasioning a motipn 
from a member in opposition, that the estimates should 
he jirinted ibr the iis>' of the members, it m as oppose/i 
by the ‘minister as a matter improper to be hubmitted 
to the discussion of colfee-nouse ]>oliticians, and, on a 
division, was rejecicd In !.'>() to lOJ*. 

Admiral J’lgot, on Ajnil Idth, having eiuercd into a 
detail of tile eircumstancesattcndingthegoverumcnt of 
ins late hrotiier, l^ord Pigot, moved for an address to 
ills Majesty, jiraying that he would giv'^e directions to 
the attornev -general lor prosecuting four persons by 
name, on aecount of their arrest and confinement of 
their governor and commander-in-chiv'f. Lord Pigot. 
One of these gentlemen, Mr. Stratton, who was present, 
spoke in justification of his conduct and that oi' his col- 
leagues ; but the motion was carried without opposition. 

'fhe ill success of the yrincijial military operations in 
America liaving caused much jiublic dissatisfaction, 
and blame having been loudly imputed either to the 
conunanders or the ministry as party feelings suggested, 
the two brothers. Admiral and Genor,al Howe, strongly 
insisted upon the ixjcessity of an enquiry into the con- 
duct of the war, particularly as far as they w'ere immedi- 
ately concerned in it ; and after long and warm debates a 
committee for this purpose was appointed by tlieHouseof 
( 'ominous, w'hich began to act*oq May (ith. 1' he officers 
called upon for examination, were Earl Cornwalli>, 
Major-general Grey, Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, 
Major Montresor, and Sir George Osborne, whose 
united testimony went to establish tin! facts, that the 
force sent to America wis at no time adequate to the 
subjugation of the countiy, an^ that the difficidties 
proceeded in great measure from the almost unanimous 
aversion of the peoplc*tp,the British government, added 
to die nature of the countiiy, which was particularly 
unfavourable to military operations. They also con- 
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curred in many points ol’ detail, in justification of the 
commanders on par,ticular occasions for whicli they 
had undergone censure. On the other sulcy iNIajor- 
general Robertson, and Mr. Galloway, a member of the 
first congress, who had come over after General Howe’s 
first successes, were examined, and gave evidence contra- 
dictory to the opinions advanced by the officers a^ovc- 
mentioned. During the sitting of the committee, 
(rcncral Burgoyne, whose character had been very 
severely treated, procured an enquiry into his conduct 
which was attended with many rcsjiei I'lhle Icslimonials 
in its favour. After a great deal of time spent in these 
different examinations, which elicited much curious 
and important matter, the •committee on some pretext 
of delay was suddenly dissolvetl, without having come 
to any fleterinination. 

'I'hc House of Lords had in tlie mean time been 
much occupied in discns-iions and debates relative to 
the state of the navy, the conduct ol’ tin* first lord of the 
ailmiralty, and the abuses in Greenwich hospital, whicli it 
is unnecessary to specif} , as U'c motions brought on by 
the ojiposition were all defeated by large majorities. 

On .fune l6th, the .Spanish ambassador to the court 
of Groat Britain, presented a manifesto amounting to a 
declaration of waj*, and notified his immediate tlepar- 
ture from this country. 'I'lie docfiment containeil a 
great number of lax and general charges against the 
conduct of England, the insults and injuries inflicted by 
which wcr,e said to «have lately amounted to just one 
humtred. One piece *of information, hitherto kept 
secret, wdiich it communicated was, that Spain had been 
applied to as a metliatSr in the quarrel between England 
and France, and, bad actually been negociating a treaty of 
peace betw'cen \hem for the last eight months. This 
manifesto 'being commi^nic?te‘d by a message from the 
crown toffioth houses qi parliament, the usual addresses, 
assuring his Majesty 'of an unshaken resolution to sup- 
port the crown and the country wfith their lives and for- 
tunes, were moved. In tile House of Commons the 
address was unanimously voted, though not without 
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scfnie he\ere strictures on tlic blindness of nnln^lors, ia 
not Ibreseeing this event. In jtlic House of I^ords 
.-unendinents were proposed, but wore negatived. As 
'the addition of a new enemy required additional 
liirce for dci'ence, a proposal of doubling the militia 
uas introduced by Lord North, which was carried in 
the House of Commons, after a clause had been addivl 
on the motion of Lord Beauchaiuj), for allowing vo- 
lunteer companies to be raised and attached to the mili- 
tia regiments of the county or district. Its fate was 
dillerent in the Hoiise of‘ Lords, where the compulsory 
part of it was strongly objected to, not only by the ojt- 
position, but by the lord president of the council ;uul 
till- two secretaries of state, and upon a division it was 
rejected by a majority of 39 to Being sent hack to 
the Commons with no other effective part than Lord 
Beauchamji’s clause, it passed by f)3 votes to 45. At tin; 
same time witli this bill another was introduced for 
taking away tor a limited time the legal cxeinjitions 
from being pressed into the navy, which, after a con- 
siderable opposition, and gji amendment in fiiv'our of the 
collieis, was carried through both houses. Parliament 
was prorogued on July 3d. 

Among the domestic occurrences of the year, the 
manitestation of a fanatical spirit ir? .Scotland deserves 
jiarticiilar notice, t/n account of the very serious conse- 
quences of which it was the fore-runner. 

I'he jiassing of the bill in favour of the oppressed 
English Roman catholics induced, some gentlemen in 
Scotland to form a design of pivposing its extension to 
that country in the ensuing session of parliament ; to 
wliicli they were encouraged by the circumstance, that 
the general assembly being sitting at the time that the 
act was first in agitation, a motion fol* remonstrating 
against it was rejected Uy a inajority of more than 8 
humlred voices. A spirit, however, was rising among 
the zealots, imiavourable to such'an indulgence to the 
professors of a religion long the object of pecidiar ab- 
horrence j and its effects, fostered by the circulation of 
a virulent pamphlet, soon appeared in some oi’ the pro- 
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vincial synods, whpre'rcsoliitions were passed and pub- 
lished expressive of h determination to resist every at- 
tempt for the relief of the catholics. At the sa'me time, 
some bigots, chiefly of the lower class, in Kdinbiirgh 
and Glasgow, formed an association for the like purpose, 
which asMimed the appellation of/riends to the protest- 
ifnt interest. These .persons, by their activity in diffus- 
ing painj)hlets, hand-bills, and newspaper letters, 
kindled a (lame throughout the country, by which such 
an odium was excited against the catholics, that, dread- 
ing the consequences, they roipiested that the intention 
of apj)lying for a bill in their favour might be laid 
aside ; and accordingly it was made publicly known 
that tins had been done. Fanaticism, however, was not 
thus to be appeased ; and letters were dropt in the 
streets of Edinburgh, calling upon the people to pull 
down a “ pillar of popery” lately erected. A mob 
was in consecjuencc assembled on the night of February 
‘2d, which proceeded to attack a building occupied by 
the catholic clergyman or bishop and some other families 
of that persua.sion, and containing a room meant to 
serve as a chn})cl, but not yet used for that puiqjose. 
The building was pillaged and set on fire ; and a party of 
the mob was then detached against the old catholic 
chapel, the inside of which, and of the house containing 
it, were demolished with all their furniture, and a con- 
sidi-raole library belonging to the bishop was ilestroy^ed 
or car' d .nvay . The rioters then committed outrages 
on t!»e ])iv pi'i'ty and habitations of some catholic trades- 
men and their threats obliged two ladies of fashion of 
that communion to take refuge in the castle. 

Thestf disorders continued with no cflfectual check 
from the magiijitrates for gome days ; and at length the 
rioters, carrying their designs further, attacked the 
houses of rrincipal Robertson and Mr. Cfosbie, an 
eminent,»dvocate^ ylaom they considered as proinotcis 
of the intended bill ; but they'^ found them so well de- 
fended, that tliev withdrew after breaking .some win- 
dows. Some dragoons were now called in for the pro- 
tection of the town ; but peace was not restored till the 
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Lord Provost issued a proclamation in which he took 
upon himself to assure the ivell-mcaniug peojilo that no 
repeal of the penal statutes against papists should 
•.t.iK ' place. Similar riots occurred at Glasgow, and the 
house and manufactoi^ of a catholic potter were dos- 
tro\cd ; but the exertions of the magistrates and prin- 
cipal inhabitants soon* restored trampiillih. , 

The opposition made by the mamitacti-iring interest 
ill Great liritain to the removal of the sc\ere restric- 
iioiis imposed on the Irish commerce, occasioned a 
meeting at the 'J'holsel ol‘ Dublin, April Kith, in which 
resolutions woe entered into against the impoilatiou 
and use of goods of British manufacture oi‘ pioduct, 
which could he made or produced in Ireland. 

la America, the possession of Georgia by the British 
forces excited hope on the one, pait, and apprehension 
on the other, respecting the tw'o Carolinas. 'Die lo\ al- 
ists, or toiies, as they wxnv called, in the back si'ttle- 
ments of North Carolina, began to move in consequence 
of this event, and assembled to the number of about 
700. 'fhey were, how'iypr, entirel}' defeatcil by tlu' 
militia of the neighbourhood, and only about .‘100 of 
them were able to make their way to the royal army in 
Georgia. General Prevost, now the British connnand- 
er-in-chief in that quarter, found ib .advisable to con- 
centrate his force in tfie vicinity of Savannah ; and in 
the mean-time the American General Lincoln arrived 
with a reinforcement of continental troojis for the jiro- 
tection of South Carolina, and tookjiost on the opposite 
side of the border river alfoi^t twenty miles uT)o\e 
Savannah. Higher up the river was posted a body of 
jivovincials and 'militia under General Ashe, who was 
ilirected by Lincoln to cross over into Georgia, and 
take a strong position on Briar Creek, 'fhis being 
done, Lientenant-coloner Prevost, w'ho commanded a 
detachment of the British army, formed a jilan of 
surprising Ashe, which he effected on Mardi 2d, 
putting to flight the •whole body w'ith great loss, and 
clearing the province of tlio enemy. A subsequent 
inovemeut of Lincoln wit^ the greatest part of his 
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forces, leaving the passage of tlie river into South 
(’arolina guarded ojily by a body of militia, Ge^ 
neral Vrevot.t detorininod to make a push for '('luirles- 
ton, where he was led by the loyalists to expect a 
friendly reception ; accordingly, inarching with about 
8000 men, lie readily disposed the militia, and on May 
1*1 th took post nearly within cannon shot of Charleston. 
On the next day he summoned the tovin to surrender, 
but the negociatfon ibr the purpose proved Iruitless, 
and prejiarations were made tor a vigorous defence, iii 
the oxjiectation of an immediate atUi'i* . Provost, how- 
ever, hndhig himself entirely disappointed m the hopes 
held out to him, and cx|>ccting tJie speedy ajiproach of 
Lincoln with a superior army, tJiought it most prudent 
to break up his camp without loss of time. He crossed 
Ashley river during the night, aiul led his troojis to tlie 
islands v\ Jiich lie to the southward of Charleston har- 
bour, where lie lay waiting lor supplies of ammunition 
and necessaries from New York. Gii receiving them, 
he moved tlie army to the island of Port Royal tietwcen 
Charleston and SavannaJi. attiick made by Gene- 
ral I^incoln on a detachment under Lieutenant-colonel 
Maitlaiul, posted at Stono ferry on June QOtli, w'as re- 
pulsed with considerable loss to the assailants. 

In the beginning of May, an, expedition from New' 
York was sent to the Chesapeak, Under Sir G. Collier 
and Major-general Mathew, which jirocccding up Eh- 
zabeth river in Virginia, took possession of the tow'iis 
of Portsmouth, NoH’olk, and Sufiblk, burned and cap- 
(urAl a great number of'vesscls, and destroyed a vast 
quantity of jirovisions and '■tores destined for Wash- 
ington’s army. Ha^ng demolished the fort which de- 
fended Portsmouth, and set fire to the buildings of the 
dock-yard, tlnJy returned before the expiration of the 
month. 

A more important pfiject which at this time engaged 
the attention of Sir ’Henry Clinton, was the possession 
of two strong w'orks on the Hudson’s river in the High- 
lands, called Veqilanks alid Stoncy-points, and com- 
wanding the communication between the eastern and 
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western colonies, which the Americans had nearly coni^ 
filetcd, but not jet rendered defensible. 'J’hc troops 
tor this 'service were place^ under 'the cominaiul of 
;Geueral Vaughan, and the navdl armament under tliat 
of Sir G. Collier ; and the< expedition proceeded up the 
ri\er on May dOth. ,No effectual resistance could be 
made to such a force, and the feyts were occupied by 
the British troops, and put in a complete state of de- 
fence. ►Several desultory attacks were afterwards made 
on the coast of (Jouuecticut, by which a number of 
the small privateers which, swarmed in its harbours were 
destroyed, and some towns were consumed, ^vith much 
merchandize and otlier effects. Washington, on tlie 
intelligence of the capture of the forts upon Hudson’s 
nvei*, removed his army from the .Jerseys to the moun- 
tainous country in their neighbourhood, but without 
abandoning his cautious plan of avoiding a general 
engagement. Whilst the hostile armies were occupied, 
in watching each other’s motions, the American Gene- 
ral Wayne was employed to surprise the fort of Stoncy- 
point, which he veiy gallantly effected on July 15th, 
carrying the strong works at the bayonet’s point, and 
making the garrison prisoners of w'ar. Afcasiires being 
immediately taken by the commander-in-chief for its 
recovery, the fort was abandoned By the Americans, 
after destroying the* works and carrying off the artillery 
and stores. 

Early in the year, a French squadron under the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil, on itg way»to join JJ’Estiiign, 
made a sweep of ail the English forts and settlements 
at Senegal, in the river Gambia, and at other parts 
of the African coast, which were incapable of, any re- 
sistance. 

Admiral Byron arrived in the West Indies soon 
after the surrender of f?t. Liuya, and took the chief 
command of the fleet, wliich, by his junetiou witit 
Admiral Barrington’s squadron, ^as bccon’e se.perior 
to tliat of the French.* Many fruitles-) attempts were 
made to draw out D’Estaigh to an action ; and in the 
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meantime the British troops at St. Liida were suffering 
a dreadful mortality, from the unhealthiness of tlial 
island. In June, Byron having sailed with his whole 
squadron to convoy the trade of the West-India islands 
part of the way to England, the Ercnch sent out a 
small equipment from Martinico,. which, landing in St. 
Yindent’s, gained possession of that island without a 
shot fired, the hostility of the Caribbs, who joined the 
invaders immediately upon their landing, having appar- 
ently been the cause of this easy conquest. D’Estaign, 
being joined by a reinforcomept under I a Motte Piquet, 
now put to sea, and in the beginning ol‘ July arrived 
with a numerous fleet, and a large botly of land forces 
off the island of Grenada, which was very slenderly 
garrisoned. He landed tv/o or three thousand men 
under Count Dillon, who invested the tbrtilied hill on 
which the governor. Lord Macartney, was posted. 
The French were repulsed on the first attack, but they 
afterwards made a lodgement, which obliged the go- 
vernor to propose- terms of capitulation. These were 
haughtily rejected by D’Estaign, and i< became neces- 
sary to suiTender at discretion. Byron now returned, 
and being unacquainted with the strength of the French 
fleet, he sailed to the relief of Grenada. On July (ith 
the fleets were in* sight ol' each other, the British con- 
sisting of 21 ships of the line aitd one frigate; the 
French of 25 or 26 of the line and 12 Irigates. The 
action which ensued was irregular, and some ships ol‘ 
the JEnglish fleet were mych more engaged than others. 
The result was, that the island having been discovered 
to be already in the possession of the enemy, and sornt* 
disabled, vessels being obliged to quit the line. Admiral 
Byron returned to St, Christopher’s, and D’Estaign re- 
mained at Grenada. The loss of men by the French' 
was much more consid^rabh than that of the English ; 
and though the formar claimed the victory, no furthei 
attempt was made u|)on the British islands. 

In the month of August, Ddn Galvez, th<5 Spanish 
governor ofLouisiana,havihg collected his force at New 
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Orleans, marched against the British settlements on the 
Mississippi, which he c^tured,.with the few troops 
by which they were protected. 

A naval occurrence of some importance took place 
about this time in the northern part of the American 
continent. A British detachment from Halifax having 
established a post on the river Penobscot, the alarih 
excited by it at Boston caused a considerable arma- 
ment to be fitted out under Commodore Saltonstali, 
with some land forces on board, for dispossessing them. 
It arrived, to the number of SJ sail, in tne river on Jidy 
25th, and began to batter the fort, and three British 
sloops of war, which assisted in tlic defence. The 
attack was pei’sistcd in for a fortnight, when Sir G. 
Collier with bis squadron from New York, who had 
been dispatched for the relief of the place, came in sight. 
The Americans immediately abandoned their works, and 
their shipping ran up the river. Being pursued, they set 
tire to their own vessels, the whole of which were de- 
stroyed, with the exception of two ships of 20 and 18 
guns which were taken. Those blown up amounted 
to 17 armed vessels, from a frigate of 32 guns tlown- 
wards, and more than 20 transports, and nothing could 
be more complete than the success of the British. 

The Americans finding little occupation for their 
ai'ins in the vicinity of New York, determined to take 
a severe vengeance in the autumn on the hostile Indians 
for their cruelties on the frontiers. For this purpose 
a force was prepared under the cctnmand of General 
Sullivan, which marched against the tribes called the 
confederacy of tlie five nations. The Indians, headed 
by Butler, Brandt, and other chiefs, and joined by some 
liundreds of tories, advanced to meetthq invaders, ‘and 
}>osted themselves behind a strong breast-work at a 
pass in the woods. They wese here attacked, and 
so completely defeated that they never again ventured 
to make a stand; and Sullivan p^etrating into the 
interior of the countfy, which he found well culti- 
vated and inhabited, utterly*destroyed a great number 
of their towns and settlements, cutting down their 
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fruit trees, and laying v^aslc all tlic produce of the 
fields. 

D’Estaign, in the beginning of Septembeiv with 2‘i 
ships of the line, arriv cd oh the American coast, whei'e 
an English 50 gun ship and two frigates fell into his 
hands j and on the 9th he anchored off Savannah. 
General Prevost was at this time* in Savannah, but tin* 
greater part of his force w'as at the isle of Port Koyal. 
The Erench commander disembarked his troops, and 
being joined by the Americans under General Lincoln, 
invested Prevost in his lines, who Iird now been rein- 
forced by Colonel Maitland with the trooj)s from Port 
Royal. A severe cannonade and bombardment being 
carried on against the town, the general wrote a lettei 
to D’Ebtaign, requesting permission to put the women 
and children on board ships in the river, under the 
protection of a Erench man of war, which was brut all} 
refused. On October 9th a furious assault was made 
by the allied army, which was resisted with so much 
gallantry and skill, that after a long combat the assail- 
ants were repulsed with grg^t slaughter. They soon 
after abandoned their camp ; and D’Estaign, returning 
to his fleet, quitted the American coast, and proceeded 
with part of his ships to France, sending llie rest to 
tlie West Indies,* Although this commander had ef- 
fected much less than was expected from the force 
entrusted to him, yet his appearance on the American 
coast had excited great alarm at New York, where it 
wa.s supposed that he was to make a junction with 
Washington and attaejt fhc Briti.sh army. It was there- 
fore thought expedient to dr^w the troops from Rhode 
Island, ^and suffer tttat place to revert to the posses- 
sion of the Americans. 

After the departure of D’Estaign from the West 
Indi^ the Admirals Parker And Rowley preserved a dc- 
'cided superiority over the Erench fleet under La Motte 
Piquet, which enahfed them greatly to distress the 
trade of that nation. Th^ towk great part of a con- 
\ oy within his view at ^ort Royal, and he himself 
onl} escaped falling into ^heir hands by good seaman- 
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ship. Three large French frigates were captured on 
1 heir return from Savannah to Martinico. 

The Sfianiarils having molested the English logwood 
cutters .on the Mosijuito and Honduras shores, a Ibrce 
was sent from Jamaica for their succour ; and a sijuad- 
lon of frigates was detached from Admiral Parker’'s 
fleet to cruise in the bay of Honduras, in order to inter- 
cept the Spanish register ships. Some of these having 
taken shelter in the harbour of Fort Omoa, an expedi- 
tion was undertaken for the reduction of that strong 
fortress. On October l6th it was assaulted by a small 
combined force of soldiers and sailors, and carried after 
extraordinary exertions of valour. A very rich booty 
was obtained from the vessels in the port, and a gar- 
Mson was left in the castle, which was afterwards so 
much diminished by the unhealthiness of the climate, 
that the place was i-ecovered by the Spaniards. 

The war in Europe, being onl^ subordinate to that 
beyond the Atlantic, afforded few memorable events 
during the jirescnt year. An attempt upon the Isle of 
Jersey, by a French armSAient under the command of 
a titular Prince of Nassau, was repulsed Avith little loss 
on either side. 

A great plan was formed by the .^united powws of 
France and Spain for an expeditiort to the English 
coasts, probably with the purpose of a pai'tial invasion 
should a favourable opportunity occur, The French 
fleet of about iiS sail of the line commanded by M. 
d’Orvilliers sailed from Brest ®n Jufte 4th, and forming 
a junction with that of Spain offiCadiz, they bent their 
course northwaixls, to the formidable amount of between 
(10 and 70 line of battle ships, with a vast attendance of 
igates and smaller anned vessels. Tliey entered the 
British channel about the middle of August, having 
passed unobserved the English 4eet of about 38 sail, 
cruising under Sir Charles Hardy the Bay of Biscay. 
The combined fleets i^ppeared for two or tliree days 
before Plymouth, where they excited a great and well- 
founded alarm, as the means of defence in that iin- 
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portant plac6 <<rerc shamefully deficient. No attempt 
against it was however made, and the fleets for some 
time after ranged about tl\e Land’s End and the Scilly 
Isles. On the 31st of August Sir Charles Hardy came 
in i$ight, entering the channel. He was pursued by the 
combined fleets as far as Pl 3 unoui;h j but the eq^ino^' 
now approaching, and the fleets being in an extremely 
sickly state, with many ships greatly out of condition, 
they returned to Brest, having performed nothing in 
the least worthy of one of the most powerful armaments 
ever seen in those seas. 

The celebrated siege of Gibraltar had its commence* 
ment in the present summer, tlie reduction of tliat for- 
tress being apparently a principal object of the court of 
Spain in entering into the war. 

Whilst Great Britain was thus urged by perils from 
foreign force, discontents were prevailing in the empire 
itself, which greatly added to the hazard of her situation, 
and the embarrassment of her rulers. Notice has already 
been taken of the measures adopted in Ireland to obtain 
redress for the restrictions under which the commerce 
of that country vas still permitted to labour. Some- 
thing more effectual was however determined upon ; 
and for this, the present unprotected state of that island, 
from which the ohilitary force had been continually 
drained by the exigencies of the Ambrican war, afforded 
a plausible pretext. Under the necessity, as it was 
represented, of providing for self-defence, associations 
werg entered into for raising volunteer coi'ps, which 
soon became universal^ comprising all ranks and parties. 
To enter into them was regar-^ed as an act of patriotism 
which it would be Highly disgraceful to decline, and 
men of the firat fortune served in the ranks. All this 
was done with1admi];able ordfr, and the internal tran- 
quillity of the country was never better preserved. 
GovemmMt, however, could not fail to look with some 
apprehen^n upon a* state of things which seemed to 
take the island out of their controul ; and they made 
some attempts to bring thil newly-created force under 
the regulation and authority of the crown j but their 
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aim being entirely frustrated^ they prudently boomed to 
concur in a scheme uow beyond tjicir power to del’eat, 
and fiuutished a supply of arms to the volunteers. The 
•nation feeling its strength, now began to consider of its 
rights ; and a free and unlimited commerce with all the 
world was an object whidi it resolved to pursue. The 
Irish parliament, wluch met in October, declai'ed ip 
their addresses to the throne, that nothing short of such 
a concession could save the country from ruin ; and in 
order that their faither proceedings might not be in- 
tercepted by a prorogation, tliey passed a money bill of 
six months only. 

Some changes in the English minist^, though of no 
political importance, took place in November. Earl 
Gower resigned the place of lord president of the coun- 
cil, in which he was succeeded by Earl Bathurst. The 
nortliern secretaryship, which had been some months 
vacant in consequence of the death.of the Earl of SufibJk, 
was assigned to Lord Stormont, late ambassador to the 
court of France ; and the Earl of Hillsborough was ap- 
pointed to that of the soqtjiern department, in the room 
of J^rd Weymouth who resigned. 

Parliament met on November 25th, when the King’s 
speech, and the addresses upon it, afforded matter for 
very warm debates in both houses, ^he ministeis were 
attacked witli more than usual severity on the dangerous 
state into which the country was brought under their 
direction ; they were however supported by majorities 
sufficiently efficient, though less thap those of the earlier 
periods ol' the war. * , 

The affairs ol' Ireland were brought into immediate 
consideration by a motion of the Earl of Shelburne for a 
resolution declaring the ministers highly criminal in hav- 
ing neglected to take measures for the rtlief of Ireland 
in consequence of the address of the House of Lords to 
his Majesty in May list. The sulss^ucnl debate was ren-; 
dered remarkable by the declaratio« of the late presidenit 
of the council, that he was fully convinced that the 
chai’ge brought against the ininistci's was strictly true ; 
t-hat if notliihg had been eljbcted for the relief of Ire- 
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land, it waiSnot bis ; he had done every thing ia 
hi<» powej! to keep tlie promise lie had given for this 
purpose, but his cflbrts had been totally fruitless. The 
motion, however, was rejected by a majority of more 
thun two to one. After a similar motion had been 
made and rejected in the House of Commons, Ixird 
North, on December ISth, brought forward his own 
propositions for affording relief to Ireland. They con- 
sisted in, first, a repeal of the laws prohibiting the ex- 
port of the Irish woollen manufactures from Ireland to 
any part of Europe : second, a repeal of the prohibition 
of importing glass except of* British manufacture into 
Ireland, and of exporting glass from thence : third, per- 
mission to the Irisii to carry on a direct export and im- 
port trade with the British colonics in America, and the 
West Indies, and on the coast of Africa, under regu- 
lations to be imposed by the parliament of Ireland. 
Such was the present temjier of the houses, that these 
propositions were agreed to without the least opposition, 
and bills were brouglit in on the tw'o former, before the 
recess. 

Motions were made by the Duke of Richmond and 
the Earl of Shelburne respecting the enormous expen- 
diture of the public money, especially under the head 
of iU’my cxtraorclTnaries ; and though they were de- 
feated by majorities, they made a great impression on 
the public at large ; and the necessity of strict economy, 
in the arduous contest in which the nation was engaged, 
appeared to be adnptted by all parties. 

The war between Jh6 Austrian Emperor and the 
King of Prussia was renewed in the spring j but both 
hides w'ere now fully»sensible of the seriousness of the 
contest ’in w Inch they were involved, while the other 
continental prfwers exerted their infiuence to put an 
end to a dihjmtc which endahgered the tranquillity of 
all Euro[)c. An artpis&ce oeing therefore agreed upon 
in March, a congreis was held at Teschen in Silesia, 
under the raetliation of France and Russia, which was 
]noductive of a treaty ofjpeace signed on May 13th. 
Bv its conditions, the convention between the court of 
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Vienna and the Elector Palatine was annulled, and the 
Ibrnier restored all the places anc^ districts sebed by it 
in Bavasia, except a part which was ceded to Anstria 
• as an indeinnidcation for her claims. Cessions and in- 
demnifications were granted to the honse of Saxony, 
and other matters in imspute were adjusted upon equit- 
able principles. On the whole, the Emperor’s ambitioin 
views were defeated, and Frederic gained the honour 
of being tlie cham])ion of the Germanic body. 

Some disputes which occurred between Russia and 
the J’orte, relative to tlieTulfilment of the articles of the 
late peace, and which threatened a renewal of hostilities, 
were accommodated by tlie interposition of France. 
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Year of George III. 20 & 21. 

Parliament 6 & 1. 

County Petitions for Redress of Gf/evances.-^ Mr, Burleys Rfonn 
Bills, — Motions for Controul of Expenditure, — Bonrd of Trade 
abolished, — Notice given to the East^Jndia Company, — mr, Dun^ 
nine's Resolution passed relative to the Poiver oj the Crotvn,— 
Other parliamentary Transactions relative to Reform, — tSir G, 
Rodney s Capture of a Spanish Convoy^ and Victory over a Spanish 
Fleet, — Admiral JJigbfs Success against a French Convoy, ^Dis^ 
pntes with Holland: Detention of a Dutch Convoy,^ Northern 
armed Neutrality , — Capture of Charleston by Sir H, Clinton,— 
Victory of Colonel Tarteton at Waxsaw, — Lord Cornxmllh^s Suc- 
cess in South Carolina, — Don Galves takes Fort Mobille, — Ad- 
miral Rodneys Action with Guicheru — Combined Fleet of France 
and Spain in the West Indies* — Operations of the Army at }lew 
York, — Anti-catholic Riots in London, — Dreadful Conflagrations, 

— Apprehension of Lord G, Gordon, — Parliamentary Proceedings, 

— Channel Fleets, — Capture <f a great Convoy of English out- 

ward-bound East and West Indiamen^ and of a Quebec Fleet,— 
Channel Fleet at Sea ^ under Admiral Darby, Occurrences at the 

Siege of Gibraltar, — French and Americans at Rhode Island, — 
Alarm at New York, — Lord Cornwallis $ Attempts against North 
Carolina, — Lord Rawdon^s Victory at Canada, — Sumpter de- 
feated by Tailclon, — General Arnold's Defection, — Fate <f 

Major Andre. — Destructive Hurricane in the West Indies, — 
Cap.u)c and Imprisonment gf Jsir, Laurens, — War declared against 
Holland , — PaAiament dissolved, — Nev) Parliament assembled , — 
Torture abolished in France^ and j..iguisition in Modena, — Inter- 
view betwren the Empress^ of Russia and Emperor of Germany, — 
Archd, Maximilian elected Coadjutor of Cologne and Munstet, — 
Death of Emprel^ Maria Theresa, — East Indies^ — Confederacy 
of Hyder Ally, the Nizam, aHfi thc^Mahratias, against the English 
Company. — Success of GmieYa^ (Goddard, — Arcot invested by 
Hyder, — Defeat and Capture Colonel Baillie. 

rii 

1 Hi: general ill succijss of the v^^ar, the alarming cir- 
rumstanccs in which ^Ihe niition was placed, and the^ 
JoLiJ complaints againk ministers, olleu rather refuted 
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by votes than by reasonings, had*now widely ditfiiscd a 
spirit of discontent which, at the Qoininencenient of this 
year, manifested itself by the meetings of a great iium- 
■;ber of counties for the purpose of framing petitions, to 
parliament for the redress of grievances. The county 
of York took the lea^J, and in a petition signed by per- 
sons of the first consequence, bpth clcigy and Jiiity, 
stated in strong terms the evils arising from the war, the 
wastefulness of expenditure, the unconstitutional in- 
fiiience acquired by the crown in consequence of the 
increase of places and pei^ions, and the absolute neces- 
sity of correcting these abuses before new bindens were 
imposed on the people. The county of Middlesex suc- 
ceeded, and the example was followed by a number of 
other counties and towns, some with greater, some with 
less unanimity. In some associations were entered into, 
and committees were named to fuither the objects in 
view, a measure which was objected to in others, as too 
close an imitation of America and Ireland. After the 
Christmas recess these petitions were presented to Uie 
House of Commons, Sir Gfiorge Savillc leading the way 
with that of Yorkshire. A petition was about the same 
time presented from Jamaica, complaining in very strong 
language of the negligence of ministers in providing for 
the safety of that important island. ' . 

On February llfh, Mr. Burke, in a speech, regarded 
as one of the greatest efibrts of that celebrated orator 
and statesman, introduced to the House of Commons 
his plan “ For the bettor secqrity ef the indi}l)endgncc 
of parliament, and the economical reformation of the 
civil and other establishments.” It consisted of live 
separate bills, of which the objects were tlie ^ibolition 
of iiseless places, the sale of crown lands and forests, 
and the union to the tyown of the ’detached juiis- 
diction, of Wales, and the Duphies of Lancaster and 
Cornwall. The extensive information and comprehen- 
sive views displayed in these bij^, and in the intro- 
ductory matter, comftianded general admiration, an^l 
no Opposition was made fc> thffl motion for bringing 
them in, except with regard toHhat relative to the 
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duchy of Cornwall, which was objected to on account 
of the minority of .the Prince of Wales, and was 
therefore withdrawn. Varjous motions for the Controul 
of the expenditure were made by other members^ some 
of w^hich were lost, and others carried. Among the 
latter was a j^roposition by Colonel Barr^, for the 
appointment ot a commission of accounts, which M'as 
adojiled by the minister. A motion by Sir George 
SaviJJc, for an account of all subsisting pensions granted 
by the crown, with their amount, and the times when, 
and the persons to whom they were granted, was strongly 
opposed by the minister, who proposed sonic restrictive 
amendments upon it. These were carried by a majority 
of two only, the numbers being 188 to 180, in which 
division it was remarked, that among the county 
members of England and Wales, 1 1 only voted for the 
amendments, while 57 supported the original motion. 
Economy and care of the public money were now, 
indeed, the most popular of all topics, 'i'he dismission 
of two lord-lieutenants of counties from their posts, on 
account of votes given against the administration, oc- 
casioned a motion for enquiry in the House of Lords, 
by the Earl of Shelburne, which, after a warm debate, 
was negatived by a maiority of 92 to 39. 

The discussions. on Mr. feurke’s bill occupied much 
of the attention of the House of' Commons in March ; 
and one of the clauses, that for the abolition of the 
Board of Trade, an institution which had long served 
scarcely any other* purppse than that of providing 
places for the friends of ministers, was carried against 
the cflbrts of the administrat: m. by 207 votes to 19(1. 
Clauses were then added for the abolition of various 
places'about th§ royal household, and a division being 
called on the first of tlicm, it was thfown out by the 
majority of 211 to 158., The ^subsequent clauses were 
all negatived withoilt a division. The contractor’s 
bill being again inti^iduccd, it passed without oppo- 
sition in the House of Commons*', but was thrown out 
by the Lords. J.ord Korthl aftei"v\'ards having moved, 
that .os tlie East-Indra, Company had not made such 
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proposals lor the rcuc\v.il of tlieir chartor as \vei»^ 
deemed satislactory, the three year'.’ notice sh.ould be 
given them from the Speaker, ordained by parliament 
]>rcvious to the dissolution *of their charter, that the 
debt due to tliem by the public should be jiaid in 
April 1783, the motion was warmly op])osed by Mr. 
b'ox and Mr, Burke, as an impotent jnenace ; tlw 
previous question moved upon it was, however, re- 
jected by a large majority, and the motion passed. 

On April 6th, the day for taking into consideration 
the petitions for reform, Mr. Dunning moved his 
famous resolution, “ Thai the influence of the crown 
has increased, is increasing, and ought to be dimi- 
nished.” In the debate which it produced, the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, by way of defeating the motion, 
moved as an amendment to ])rcfix the words, “ That 
it is now necessary to declare to which the oj)po. 
sition readily agreed ; and the question being put with 
this addition, it was carried in a very full house by 
233 votes against 215. Mr. Dunning followed up his 
victory with moving a resolution, “ That it is compe- 
tent to this House to examine into, and to correct 
abuses in the expenditure of the civil-list revenues^ 
as well as in every other branch of the public revenue,” 
which was carried without a divisibp. Another I’eso- 
lution, from Mr. T. Htt, declaring it to be the duty 
of the house, to provide an immediate and effectual 
redress of the abuses complained of in the petitions 
presented to it, was also carried «in the a^iriHative; 
as was likewise Mr. Fox’s moliqp, tliat these resolutions 
be immediately reported. When, however, a motion 
was introduced by Mr. Dunning, for an a(ldrj;sh to his 
Majesty, requesting that he would nqt dissolve the 
parliament, or prorogue the present session, until 
measures should be tak^n by the House to diministi 
the influence of the crown, and^orrect tlie evils col|)^ 
plained of in the petition, the recovered influence of th© 
ministry was rendered apparent w a majority of 51 ibr 
its rejection, the numbers ycing ^ 1< to 203. * 
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Mr. Burke*s reform bill, after having for some time 
lain dormant, was |?rought on again on April 28th, 
and several clauses for the abolition of offices about 
^ the court were successfvely moved and rejected.- 
Lord North’s bill for a commission of accounts was 
carried through the house, and tlje commissioners were 
appointed, members, of parliament being excluded 
from the number. 

A motion being made by Mr. Dunning in a com- 
mittee of the whole house on the consideration of the 
petitions whicli had been presented, that their own 
two resolutions of April 10th should be then reported, 
warm debates ensued, apd a motion on the otlier side 
was made for the chairnlSh to quit the chair, which 
was carried by 177 t<> The committee was thus 
dissolved, and tlie petitions and resolutions were alike 
consigned to disregard. 

llefbrc we proceed to the narrative of the most 
remarkable incident in the internal history oi‘ the year, 
it will be proper to relate the military occurrences 
which took place in the earl^^art of it. 

Sir George Rodney, who had been appointed to the 
chief naval command in the West Indies, was ordered, 
in his way thither, with a strong squadron to proceed for 
the relief of Gibraltar, then under close blockade by the 
Spaniards. He had been only a' few days at sea, 
when, on January 8., he fell in with a convoy bound 
from St. Sebastian to Cadiz, consisting of 15 merchant- 
men. guar,ded by a 64 gup ship, four frigates, and two 
smauer vessels, the vdiole of which he captured. 
Their lading was in great part of flour and other 
provisioj^, which w6re much wanted at Gibraltar, 
whither he sent the prizes, except some that were 
laden with naval stores, wliich he dispatched for Eng- 
land. This was only a prelude to more unportant suc- 
cess. On January off Cape St. Vincent, he came 
in sight of a SpanisJi squadron of 11 ships of the line 
commanded by Don ipan LangaAi. The great inferi- 
ority of the Spaniarqp led (them to use their efforts to 
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avoid an engagement, but they were brought to action 
on that evening ; and soon afW its connnencumcnt, a 
Spanish .ship of 70 guns blew up, and all on board 
■ pcrislied. In tlic sequel, the Spanish admiral-ship of 
SO guns, aud three of 70 guns, were taken and sent 
into port. Another^of 70 was taken, and 70 Ejiglish 
seamen were put on ’board, but the night l)cing dark 
and tempestuous, she ran on shore. Another siiip of 
the same force was captured, but afterwards ran on 
the breakers, aud was totally lost. The remainder 
escaped into Cadiz. Sir G. Rodney proceeding to 
Gibraltar, executed his commission there, arid about 
the middle of February set sail for the West Indies, 
leaving the bulk of the fleet under Rear-admiral Digby, 
to convoy the Spanish prizes to England. In their 
way, the latter met with a French <‘onvoy for the 
Mauritius, under the protection oi‘ two ships of the 
line. Chace being made, one of the mcJi of war and 
two or three vessels laden with military stores were 
captured. 

From the beginning the war with France, difler- 
enccs had subsisted between Holland and Great Britain, 
on account of the seizure and detention of Dutch ships 
bound to French ports ; and the merchants, insurers, 
&c. of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, ail4 other maritime 
towns in Holland, 4iad made strong remonstrances to* 
the states respecting the injury they had sustained 
from this practice. These disputes were in some mea- 
sure compromised, when, upon thq declaration of wai* 
against Spain, a demand was dia^e by the British court 
on the States-General, to contribute tlie aid to which 
they were bound by treaty in such a case as that 
which now occurred. To tnis no answer was oThtained, 
and it was evident that the French interest in that 
country was preponderant. During this state of things, 
the English government having received intelligence, 
that a number of Dutch ships la^n with timber mid 
naval stores for the French servile, >iot directly pro- 
tected by the States, intcjided l-o elude the Britisli 
cruizers, by accompanyiug,Coun4 Byland, who with a 
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small squadron, was to escort a con\oy to the Mediter- 
ranean, Captain Fie[ding M’as sent out with a suitable 
force to examine the convoy, and seize sncli vessels as 
were laden with contraba’nd articles, 'fhe flc'cts hav-‘ 
ing met. Captain Fielding's boats, which he sent for 
the purpose of searclj, were fire^l at, upon which he 
fired a shot a-head of the Dutch Admiral, who answered 
it witli a bioadside. I'his being rctiin c d by the English 
ship. Count Byland struck lus t'olours, and in the 
meantime, most of the merchantmen keeping close to 
the shore, made their way ^to Ficich ports. A few 
with naval stores were stopt, and the Dutch admiral 
was told, that he was at liberty to prosecute his voyage. 
This he declined doing, and with the rest of his fleet 
accompanied the British squadron to Spithead, where 
he remained till he should receive instructions from 
his government. On April lyth, a proclamation was 
issued at London, in which the non-perf()rmauce by 
the States-Gciieral of the stipulations in the treaty 
respecting succours being represented as a dereliction 
of the alliance between the l;vo countries, the subjects 
of the United Provinces were placed upon the footing 
of other neutrals, not })rivilcgcd by treaty. 

A more formidable attack upon the maritime claims 
of Great Britain was made by the amied mutrality 
•entered into by the northern powers, which was an- 
nounced in a manifesto from the court of Peters- 
burg, issued on February 26th. Its leading principle 
was, that free bottoms make free goods;” which was 
applied to the authorising of neutral states to carry 
on without interruption their usual commerce with 
belligerent powers, "and even to convey from one port 
to another of a belligerent state, all goods, except such 
as could be de'emed contraband, in consequence of the 
stipulations of former treaties. Although the principle 
was laid down generally, yet its operation was esjie- 
cially directed agamst Great Britain, which possesses 
the means of intercepting the Supply of naval store', 
from the north of Enrope jfo the ports of France and 
.Spain, if not permiji{.ed to be conveyed umler the pro- 
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td0ti6n<df neiitriU flags. 'Fhese *^oweis therefoi^^ft 
]>res%d great aj)probati()ii of thef i^w system ; but thd 
British csourt expostulated Mglth that of Russia on th^ 
occasion. . '» * 

Sir Heniy Clinton, with tile forced* Milder his com* 
inand, embarked St New Yotk neal^'the dose of the 
year, and after a rough and ‘tedious passage, arrived ih 
February off Savannah, whence he proceeded toEdisto 
in South Carolina, where the troops were landed. lie 
look possession of the islands to the south of Charles- 
ton haiboin, and on Apnl 1st, broke ground before 
the town. Soon after, the fleet under Admiral Ar^ 
buthnot foiccd its way into the harbour, and proved 
of gicat seivice in the operations of the siege. The 
dcfenco v as conducted by General Lincoln ; and some 
bothes of militia, infantry, and cavalry assembled itf 
the luighbouihood to impede the progress of the 
besiegers. Against these, a detachment was sent under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Webster j and here it was, tiiat the 
daiing and actii e services of Lieutenant-Colonel Tarle- 
ton, as a cavalry jiartizan, first became conspicuous. 
Duiing the siege, a strong reinforcement 'arrived from 
New Yolk, wluch enabled the British to extend thefn- 
selves in the interior, and induced ^aird CbrnwIalliS to 
take a scpaiate command On Cooper's river. The 
\/orks being now iJSvanced close to the town, and a * 
storm in preparatiofl^’ Lincoln signed a capitulatimi bn 
May lltli; by 'which the continental trodjis aiifi the 
sailors were to remain prisoner of war till exchanged, 
and the'tnilltia to return home as priSonfeA' on parole, 
.'tid'pritate property, both of the ndlitar^ and diti^ens, 
to ba ttfiloilch4d,'“fTl>e whole nuthb^ of armt 

itdi^ed in tli^ susr^deF, bxclusiver 

>f ifl^r-lOOOf^eaimdnu* Liddolh*)! 'to-congress of ^ 
eomtinenial' iroc^, was sotnehil^lesS tiian ®5ptK 
\ numerOlM artiflery, nflth tbidb^AiitefliSkn aii» 
French ftigaSfr, and a’l^nch polaf^wefi^ 'among ti|i^ 
iraha'ofvietbry. - ' ‘ 

4iord CornwidU^} t)n rtiardiinfr w the north 
the fSantee river,bhavi!ng*feo*iV€a il^^igance, fhaf'tSli^ 
von. T. 
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remaining American force was collected near the bor- 
ders of Nortli Carolina, dispatclied Colonel Tarlcton, 
at the head of a body of cavalry and mounted light 
infantry, who, afte#a long and very rapid marchy; 
siiipi’ised the enemy at a place named Waxsaw, and 
upon their refusal to accept evsnditions of surren- 
der, attacked, and entirely defeated them, with great 
loss of men, and that of their baggage and artillery. , 
^'olhing was now left able to resist the British arms; 
and at the time of Sir H. Clinton's depaiture in the 
beginning of ,luuc, to rctun\to New York, there were 
scai’cely any men through the colony of South (Carolina 
in arms against the British government, ami a number 
of jicrsons had come from every quarter to declare 
their allegiance to his Majesty. 

Early in the spring, Don Galvez, the Spanish gover- 
nor of Louisiana, fitted out an expedition at New 
Orleans against the fort of Mobille, which surrendered 
on March l^th, just as a force from Pensacola under 
Major-General Campbell, was come in sight for its 
relief. «e 

Towards the end of March, Admiral Rodney arrived 
in the West Indies, and proceeded to cniiso off* Port 
Royal in Martinique, where Guichen lay with a supe- 
rior fleet. Not being able to draw the French admiral 
out to an engagement, he sailed tb St Lucie, leaving 
some swiff sailing vessels to watch the enemy. In the 
middle of April, Guichen put to sea, and was imme- 
di^cly pursued by»Rodqey, who came in sight of him 
on the following day.* The English fleet consisted of 
20 sail of the line and a 50 gun ship ; the French of 
Qif of the line and a 50 gun ship. The engagement 
which ensued was indecisive, and Admiral Rodney’s 
public account of it contained much implied censure 
of his officers ; the French, howe’ er, were cut oflT from 
Fort Royal, and ware obliged to bear away for Gua- 
daloupe. The fleAs coming again in sight of each 
other, after much Imanoeuvrin^, another partial^ en- 
gagement took placR on May Idth, and at length botli 
fleets returned' tq/their respective harbours to r^t. 
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A plan having been formed earty in the year of such 
a junction of force between the h'rench and Spaniards, 
as should render them decidedly superior in the West 
' Indies, Admiral Solano sailed from Cadiz in April, with 
12 sail of the line and a large fleet of transports, con- 
veying a land force, which amounted to 11,460 men. 
An English frigate falling in with the Spanish de^, 
conveyed the intelligence to Admiral Rodney, who 
was lying at Barb^does, upon which he immediately 
put to sea, in order to intercept Solano before he 
should join the French ; ,in this attempt, however, he 
was frustrated, and the fleets formed a junction, when 
the whole number amounted to 36 sail of the line. 
Jamaica and the other leeward islands now appeared 
to be in great danger ; but a sickness had broken out 
in the crowded Spanish ships, which rendered them 
incapable of any considerable effort, and they with- 
drew to the Havanna. The French admiral, iii fine, 
was induced by the bad condition of his fleet, to sail 
for Europe j and thus was defeated, not only the 
scheme of a powerful c«.operation with the Spaniards 
in the West India islands, but a concerted plan of join- 
ing with the Americans in an attack upon the British 
force at New York. , 

On the central coasts of America » destructive preda- 
tory war was carri^ On between the associated loyalists 
at New York, and the independent party, attended with 
all the rancour and animosity of civil hostility, but with 
no events tending to a decisipn of^the contest. Early 
in June a body ot .5 or 6000 mtfti was carried over from 
Staten Idand to Elizabeth Town in New Jersey, under 
Generals Knyphausen, Tryon, and Robertsom for the 
pu;pose of attacking some of Washington’s advanced 
posts, and they marched jip the country with the inten- 
tion of attacking the toym of Springfield. This, how- 
evw, appeared to be so well protected by an American 
force under General Maxwell, thkt the army returned 
to*£lizabeth Town. *On the anwal of Sir H. Clinton 
from Carolina, the design (was rlsumed, and a demon- 
stration was made of an es^)editidDup the North riyer," 

s 2 ^ - 
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which called Washington with tlie greater part of his 
troops to tlie defence, of that quarter. The forces at 
Elizabeth Town then advanced again to Spruigficld, 
near which the Ameiican (jeneral Greene was posted. 
The suddenness of the attack prevented him from ira-r 
peding the burning of that place ,by the British, after 
■w^lich they retreated .to Elizabeth Town, and on the 
same night piisscd back to ‘Staten Island ; and thus ter- 
minated the short campaign in the Jerseys. 

' ^V''c now revert to the British metropolis, which, in the 

month of June, was the sceng of riots moic dangerous 
to its safety, and disgraceful to its police, than it has 
witnessed in modern times. 

At the head of the >Scotch associations against any 
relaxation of the penal laws respecting the catholics, 
was Lord George Gordon, brother of the Duke of Gor- 
don, a man of a singular character, compounded of en- 
thusiasm, artifice, and foil)'. Chiefly through his exer- 
tions, the same fanatical spirit was roused in London j 
and as early as Jiuiuary 4th a deputation from a body 
called the Protestant Association, of which he was the 
patron, waited on Lord North to request him to present 
a petition to pai liament against the law which bad passed 
in lavour of the catholics, which his lordship absolutely 
refused to do. During the subsequent session of par- 
liament, Lord G. Gordon, who was*^ a member of the 
House of Commons, frequently interrupted its business 
by bringing in topics relative to religion and the danger 
fronj, popery, and by»dividjng the house on questions in 
which he stood eutirely^or almost alone. His dress and 
manner were equally singular with h' j language, but he 
was rather an object of amui^ment to the house than of 
any serious apprehendons. The association in London 
meantime appears to na^e bqen secretly increa^g in 
numbers ; and on May ^th a meetiflg called by ptmlip 
advertisement liavinjEjiibeen held at Coachmakers* hall, 
lord G. I^rdon tool the chair, and made a vehement 
and inflamraatoiyfaar^tj^e, in which he ondeavoured\o 
persuade his auditors iOf thearapid progress of poperjrin 
th^ kingdom j and (^clud^ with moving a resolution 
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that the whole body of the Protestant Association should 
on the ne-^t Friday accompany him to the House of 
Commons for the delivery o^ their petition. He declared 
that he would not present it if attended by fewer than 
'20,000 persons, and moved that they should be arranged 
in four divisions, one of them composed of tlie Scotch 
residents in London, and all distinguished by blfie 
cockades. These motions were all carried Nvith great 
applause. In addition to this public procedure. Lord 
G. Gordon ga\e notice to the House of ('ommons of 
the intended delivery of ,tho petition, and of the day 
and manner of it. 

On .Tune 2d the associators, to the number of many 
thousands, assembled in St. George’s Fields, and mar- 
shalling themselves as directed, proceeded in great order 
to the 1 louses of Parliament. '' Although their demean- 
our wab at first peaceable, they ®oon inflamed each other 
so far as to commit violent outrages on the persons of 
such members of both houses as came in their way, 
especially such as were connected with administration, 
or were regarded as promoters of tJie obnoxious bill. 
Within (he House of Commons, Lord G. Gordon having 
brought up the petition, moved to have it taken into 
immediate consideration. This occasioned some debate, 
during which Lord G. Gordon often went out to inform 
the mob what was ’passing, and who were the principal 
opponents of their cause. His motion was negatived 
by iy2 votes to fi. After a length of time spent in 
much alarm and confusion, « party of horse andifoot 
guards arrived, with a magistrafe at their head, who as- 
bUi v*d the mob that the soldiers should be ordered away 
if ('.cy would disperse. This they generally did from 
tin environs of the parliament house, but it was for the 
purpose of demolishing twx) Romish chapels* in Lincoln’s- 
inn-Fields and Golden-Squaae, which they eflbcted 
without opposition, but some of 'the rioters were after- 
wards apprehended . ^On the fbl^wing da^r the tumult 
appeared to have nearly subside* but this calm was 
only a prelude to a much> morelftrious storm. In a 
capital like London, whafi'ver t\^ie cause that first 

3 
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collects a riotous assembly, it will soon be joined by a 
crowd of turbulent l^nditti whose sole view is pillage 
and mischief. In the present case, it cannot be doubted 
that the petitioners mustereHui'St. George’s Melds were ■ 
actuated by religious fanaticism, and to them may be 
attributed the outrages of the first before the houses 
of parliament, and the jiemolition of the catholic chapels. 
But it is probable that they had in general withdrawn 
before the subsequent widely-extended scenes of de- 
struction, and that in fine, all the scum and dregs of the 
metropolis overflowed its streets, fired with a blind and 
indiscriminate rage for devastation. 

For the particulars of the following dreadful days the 
periodical publications of the time may be consulted. 
It is sufficient here to relate, that not only many more 
Komish chapels and dwelling-houses of catholics were 
destroyed, but prisons were set on fire, and the prisoners 
■ liberated, and many houses of supposed friends to the 
catholics were burnt and pillaged. On the 7th these 
disorders were at their height ; thirty-six fires were seen 
blazing at once in different,, parts, and two attempts 
were made to force the Bank. It was now time to think 
seriously of preserving the capital from utter ruin, and 
even the frame of government from dissolution. Hither- 
to the magistrates of London and Westminster had shown 
little but timidity and supineness, thb ministers of state 
had appeared irresolute, and even the military, when 
called in, had either of themselves acted faintly, or had 
beei^ craipped in their exertions for want of sufficient 
authority from the civih power. But troops now poured 
into London from all quarters, andr n order was issued 
from his Majesty that they sfiould use their aims against 
the rioters without ^aiting for directions from the 
civil magistrates, d^is indeed ver# effectually 
done, for the return o^ killed and^ounded amount- 
ed to 45^ besides a, number who were supposed to 
have pef^shed in the^ins of the demolished houses, 
mostly in consequenc# of inebriation. From these ex* 
e'-dohs tranquillity wfis so<yi restored, and no where 
any resistance qi* consequence .attempted by the 
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rioters —a proof how easily all ttliis mischief and dis- 
grace might have been prevented by a timely appli- 
cation oC spirited measures. In fact, the populace of 
‘.Jxmdon, as tliey are less san^uinaiy, are also less daring 
than those of many other capitals. The former part of 
their character was strikingly displayed by the circum- 
stance, that amidst all this unbridled destruction of pro- 
perty, no personal injury was oifered to any of the 
owners. The author of this memorable calamity. Lord 
G. Gordon, was apprehended, and sent with a very 
strong escort to the Tower. He was afterwards tried on 
a charge of high treason,,* and acquitted, his crime ap- 
pearing, to the jury not to answer that description. A 
sjiecial commission was issued for the trial of a great 
number of the apprehended rioters, many of whom 
nnderw out the full rigour of the law. 

The meeting of parliament after the recess on oc- 
casion of the riots was opened b}< a speech from the 
throne which met with general approbation. In the 
House of Commons some resolutions were carried for 
quieting the appreheusiop^ of ill-informed persons rela- 
tive to the act for relieving the catholics ; and a bill 
passed that house for affording security to the protest- 
ant religion from the encroachment of popery, by 
more cflectually lestmining papists! from taking upon 
tlieraselves the edifcation of protestant children. T'hij 
was a kind of concession to the spirit that had produced 
so many lamentable effects, which the lords considered 
as unworthy the dignity of jgarliament ; and a motion 
was carried in their house for deferring the Ihird head- 
ing of the bill to a day beyond the intended prorogation. 
A 1 tter which had been "written during the late disturb- 
ances by tlie coinmandei'-in-chicf. Lord Anilierst, in 
w inch an order was givep for the disarming of all per- 
sons who took up arms without the royal authorit} , pro- 
duced (notions in both houses for,resolutious to declare 
such an order unconstitutional, as it in fact had inter- 
fered with the purpost of some or the most respectable 
inhabitants in the city of ^ndol^ to arm for mutual 
defence under the conduct of tUw' magistiatcs. The 
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motions were, howevea*, negatived, without a division. 
Parliament rose on July 8th. 

Government was eventually a great gainer, by this 
dji^eadful tumult ; for it so Strongly impressed the minds 
of the public with the danger arising from popular 
asseipblies for political pui|)Oscs^ Jhat the county asso- 
ciations for promoting reform fell into some discredit, 
and were deserted by many persons who had at first 
encouraged and joined them. 

Admiral Geary, who had succeeded to tljie command 
of the channel fleet on the death of Sir Ch. Hardy, 
sailed early in June with ships of the line, and 
was aftei'wards joined by five or six more. In the 
beginning of July he fell in with a homeward-bound 
fleet from the French West Indies, of which he cap- 
tured twelve merchantmen, the rest, with the convoy- 
ing ships of war, escaping in a fog. He then proceeded 
southward as far as Cape Mnisterre, in the hope of in- 
tercepting a detached squadron of French and Spanish 
ships of war. About the end of the month, a rich and 
numerous fleet bound for thq East and West Indies, 
under convoy of a man of war and two or three frigates, 
which sailed from Portsmouth, unfortunately came in 
the way of the combined fleets under Don Cordova, 
and five East-Indiiiftien and above fifty Wcst-Indianien 
wore taken. Besides the usual commodities, the East- 
Indiamcn had on board, arms, artillery, ammunition, 
and naval stores, which were greatly wanted in that 
quartei*, as well as .a considerable supply of soldiers. 
In addition to this diijasler, intelligence arrived that 
great part of a valuable outward-bound Quebec fleet 
had fallen a prey on the banks of Newfoundland to 
gome American privateers. 

Admiral Geary, olt the return of his fl^t to port, 
resigned his command, whicli, after being refused by 
Admiral Barrington, ^was accepted by Admiral Darby. 
The ctmanel fleet sailed again in September, and* 
in Nqvq^er fell in wth a Freneh fleet much superior 
in number, but greatl^ out o^ condition. Neither party 
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being eager to engage, the rencounter was without 
consequences. , 

After* the departure of Sir G. Rodney from Gibraltar, 
■.'the Spaniards redoubled their vigilance to cut off all re-, 
lief to the garrison from sea j and for that purpose they, 
made an attempt to, destroy a small British squadron 
which lay in the bay, by sending down upon it a num- 
ber of fire-ships supported by row-boats and gallies, 
and covered by a squadron of men of war. The enter- 
prize was however entirely defeated by the dexterity 
and intrepidity of the British ofiicers and sailors, and 
the fire from the batteries. 

Several events of importance occurred in America, 
during the latter half of the year. A French squadron 
of 7 sail of tlie line and 5 frigates arrived at Rhode 
Island on July ilth, convoying a land force of five 
regiments of infantry and a battalion of artillery, con- 
sisting in all of about 6000 men, under the command 
of the Count de Rochambeau. They were received 
with many expressions of esteem and gratitude by the 
Americans, while their coinmander announced them as 
only the vanguard of greater intendeil succours. In ‘ 
the same month Admiral Graves arriving at New York 
with a reinforcement to the ships of Admiral Arbuth- 
not, the British fleet being now superior, sailed to Rhode 
Island, where it blftcked up the French squadron, and* 
meditated an attack upon the town. It was found, 
however, that the fortifications had been put in such 
condition, and were so well lyanned, that an,attacli; by 
sea was impracticable. General Clinton proposing a 
joint attempt by sea and land, embarked 6000 of his 
be.*^ troops, with which he proceeded to Long. Island ; 
b)a a difference in opinion between him and the naval 
commanderir induced him to renounce the expedition, 
,i}id re-land his men. During his absence. General 
Washington, crossing the north river and marching to- 
wards Kingsbridge, gave an alarm to New York ; the 
return of Clinton, hdwever, prdVentod any attempt 
against the place. Washington’^ army was afterwards 
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augmented to 20,000 ^len, and the congress were lull 
of* hopes of getting New York into their possession with 
the aid of the French alligs ; but the pian, as* already 
mentioned, was rendered abortive by the departure of- 
Guichen for Europe. 

. Lord Cornwallis, who, after the capture of Charleston, 
a!nd his other successes in South Carolina, carried his 
view's to North Carolina, held a correspondence with 
the loyalists in that colony, who eagerly urged him to 
advance. In their impatience of a necessary delay, 
they broke out into insurreclj^ons against the American 
government, which were suppressed without diffiedty ; 
about 800 of them however escaped and joined the 
royal army. Lord Rawdon had in the mean time been 
sent towards the frontiers, and fixed his post at Camden, 
which Lord Cornwallis intended to make the place of 
arms and military repository of his forces. The Americans 
collected a powerful force for the defence of North 
Carolina, which they placed under the^ command of 
General Gates, who advanced with 5 or 6000 men 
towards Camden. The intplligence of this circum- 
stance drew Lord Cornwallis to the spot, at the head 
of about 2000 men, one fourth of whom were militia 
and refugees. Learning that Gates was encamped in 
an unfavourable situation, at some miles from Camden, 
lie proceeded by night with an intention of surprizing 
him, and in his way fell in with Gates, who was 
making a forward movement. At day light, August 
15th, an action wfu^brouglit on, at the very commence- 
ment of which alraoft the whole of the American 
militia, which constituted Jthe greatest part of Gates’s 
force, took to flight and dispersed. The remaining con- 
tinental troops long stood firm, but in the end the uritish 
obtained a complete victotyj taking all the American 
artillery with other trophies of v ar, and pursuing them 
above twenty miles from the field of battle. The van- 
quished had 8 or JKjO men killed, and 1000 taken 
prisoners, wlple the ivhole loss oV the victors little ex- 
ceeded 800. In addition iso this misfortune, the AiUe- 
wean partizan Suiter was surprized at the Catawba 
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fords by Colonel Tarleton with his legion, and utterly 
routed, with a considerable loss in ^killed and prisoners. 
On the ether hand. Colonel Ferguson, who had been 
dispatched by Lord Cornwaflis with a corps of light 
infantry and a body of militia of his own training (for 
he was an excellent p§urtizan officer) to make incursions 
on the borders of North Carolina^ was pursued on his 
return by a large force of militia cavalry, and bemg 
overtaken, was killed with 130 of his men, and 800 
more were taken piisoners. 

Whilst the British and American armies in and near 
New York were keeping each other in check, an inci- 
dent occurred which formed an interesting tmne at the 
lime, and is one of the memorable events of the war. 
General Arnold has stood conspicuous for his daring 
courage and enterprize at the beginning of the contest; 
and he .ippcars to nave been one of those whom nature 
marks out for situations to w'hich they are called by for- 
tune. Retiring from active service in consequence of 
the severe wounds he had received, he was rewarded 
by his countrymen with tj\e place of governor of the 
city of Philadelphia, as soon as it was relinquished by 
the British troops. His moral qualities, however, did 
not support the character which his military talents had 
acquired. He incurred the chai'ges’of oppression and 
extortion, and of applying the public money to his own* 
use ; and appealing from the commissioners who were 
appointed to inspect his accounts, to the congfess, their 
lepoit wa« not only confirmed, but it was, adjudged 
that they had allowed him more <than he had a right to 
deiuand. He had further to undergo the ordeal of a 
court martial, which was appointed to enquire .into va- 
ne us charges against him for malversation in ofiicc ; 
and by this court his con^det was found so culpable 
that he was sentenced to be rejirimanded by the com- 
mander in chief. These prosecutions he met by violent 
complaints of injustice and in^titude ; and altliough 
his past merits caused him again to be taken into fa- 
vour by General Washington, and he was placed in a 
situation of considerable rolik and. trust in Ids army. 
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yet his aflcctions appear from the sequel to have heen 
entirely alienated from his country. He opened a secret 
negociatiOn with Sir fl. Clinton, tlie object of which was 
his delivering up the post and the division of troops which-; 
he commanded, to the British general. The person em- 
ployed by the latter for the purpc^ie of conferring with 
Arnold and settling fhe plan oi operations, was Major 
Andre, adjutant-general, a very amiable and estimable 
officer, whose open and candid disposition perhaps 
rendered him less fit for such an office than one more 
practised in artifice would have been. A; nold’s com- 
mand was at the important pW of West Point, on the 
North of Hudson’s river, the loss of which, with the 
troops attached to it, would have heen a very severe 
blow to the American army in that quarter. On Sc])- 
tember 21st, Andre was landed by night liom a Biitish 
sloop of war, and was received by Arnold, who con- 
ducted him to his camp, where he remained on that 
night and the following day. During that time he 
changed the British uniform which he had worn under 
his snrtout for a common drq^s ; and Arnold not being 
able to convey him back by the way he came, he was 
sent on the second night through a remote pait of the 
camp, provided with a horse and passport, and under 
the name of Anderson, to find his way back to New 
‘York, He passed the out-posts of "ihe army in safety, 
but on the following morning he was stopped by tin ee 

O volunteers, who examined his passport. With 
cy jvere at fi*st satwfied, but suspicions occurring 
to the mind of one of them, he was examined more 
strictly. Unused as he was to de»,eption, he disclosed 
himself by offeiing to his captors a considerable reward 
to be set free, which, though in an humble rank of life, 
they honourably refUsed. Bejug led to quarters, papers 
were found on him cemtaining exact returns, in Ar- 
nold’s h^d-w'riting, of the forces, ordnance, &c. at 
West well as information of what had passed 

at a q^mcil of war ; but nothing fcould be obtained from 
him^figspecting the writer, till Arnold, on infonnation of 
his danger, had tiqie to escape. The British com- 
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inanders reclaimed Audr6 on different grounds; but 
Washington having assembled a board of general of- 
ficers to judge of the case, Andre’s own confession' was 
•sufficient to fix upon him the character of a spy ; and 
the dangerous extent of the attempted treachery pro- 
hibited, in their opinion, any relaxation of the punish- 
ment annexed to it ,by the laws o^ war. The unfortu* 
nate officer only deprecated the ignominious mode in 
whicJi he was to forfeit his life, but though he was 
treated in every other respect with humane S}’mpathy, 
no remission in that point could be obtained. He died 
like a man and a soldier, and his memory was honoured 
with a monument in Westminster Abbey. Arnold, 
who now declared the most violent hostility to the in- 
dependent government, was made a brigadier-general 
in the Rritish army. 

Adinu-il Rodney, ap])rized of the dangefr of New York, 
sailed thither in September, and although he found, on 
arriving, that his aid was not required, his departure from 
the West Indies was fortunate, as the means of escap- 
ing the effects of one of I;^e most dreadful hurricahes 
which these islands ever experienced. It began at 
Jamaica on October Sd, where, by an irruption of the 
sea, the town of Savanna la Mar was utterly swept 
away, with 3tX) of its inhabitants ; ’and four parishes 
on that side of the? island, by a succeeding hurricane* 
and earthquake, underwent terrible devastation of pro- 
perty and loss of lives. At Barbadoes it did not occur 
till the lOth, when the cental,* Biidge-tpwn, was 
almost levelled to the ground, with the death of some 
thousands of people. iSt. Lucie, Grenada, Dominica, 
aiii! St. Vincent’s, were also great sufferers ; f^om the 
foi mer most of the ships of war were driven out to 
st,a and greatly damaged. ,The French islands at least 
equally partook of this calami^ and their shores were 
covered with wrecks of shipa^f difierent countries, 
which were totally lost, witlr the crews of many of 
them. It deserves to*be recorded, that the Marquis 
de Bouill6 sent a flag of truce to C!ommodore Hotham, 
with a message, accompanying sofne English sailors^ 
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declaring that he could not consider as enemies, men 
who had escaped qp his coast from the rage of the 
elements, and whom liumanity entitled to every relief, 
which in sucli a season of general calamity could be 
afforded. The squadron under Admiral Rowley, con- 
voying the Jamaica trade to Europe, also suffered 
severely from the hurricane, sevferal of the ships, with 
that of the admiral, being obliged to put back disabled, 
and a Oil and 74 gUR sliip being totally lost. .Several 
frigates and other armed vessels were likewise wrecked 
on the different coasts. 

The capture of Mr. Laurens, late president of the 
Amciicau congress, on his passage to Holland, was a 
circumstance which proved of much political import- 
ance. That gentleman being brought to England on 
October 6th, was committed to close confinement in 
the Tower, under a charge of high treason, as a 
British subject. Though, on his examination, he 
declined answering <]|ucstions, his papers gave full 
information of a projected treaty of friendship and 
commerce between the Ameracan States and Holland, 
which he was proceeding to bring to a conclusion. 
From the draught of the treaty, the States General 
do not appear to, have been consulted upon it, the 
city of Amsterdam, by its pensionary, .M. Van Bor- 
‘kel, being the ostensible party oii that side. These 

S apers were laid before the States General by Sir 
oseph Yorke, with a strong memorial of complaint 
res^pecting such a*correfipondence carried on with his 
Majesty’s rebellious sifbjects, and the demand of a formal 
disavowal of the proceei^ng on the part of the States, 
and the punishment of Van Berkel, and the other 
persons concctned in it. No immediate answer was given 
to this momprial } and soon after, a counter remonstrance 
was Count W^lderen, the Dutch minister at 

Londo^respecting a violence committed at the Dutch 
West jlndia island of '“St. Martin, in seizing some 
Ai^6rican vessels under the cannon of the fort. A - 
sehond memorial was presented to the States by Sir 
<«'J^seph Yorke in December, requiring a categorical 
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answer, and no other being given, than that the States 
h^ taken the matter ad r^'erendum, the British am- 
bassadoB was ordered to withdraw from the Hague, 
.and hostilities were declared against Holland on De- 
cember iiOth. Thas Great Britain was engaged M'ith a 
foiu’th enemy, withoyt a single ally. 

Parliament was unexpectedly dissolved on Septem- 
ber Ist, and a general election ensued, in which there 
wore lewer expensi^ c contests than almost ever known. 
The temper of the nation was such, that many of the 
opposition members were thrown outj it being the 
general effect of accumulated danger and alarm, to 
strengthen the influence of authority. On the meet- 
ing of parliament, October 31st, the late .speaker of the 
House of Commons, Sir Fletcher Norton, who had 
incuir('d the displeasure of the court, and the personal 
enmit} of the prime minister, lost by a considerable 
majority the reappointment to that post, on a com- 
petition with Mr. Cornwall. No public business of 
consequence was transacted betbre the Christmas re- 
cess, which took place at, an unusuall)- early period. 

Europe in general during this year enjoyed a state 
of tranquillity. The King of France honoured himself 
by the abolition of the inhuman and irrational practice 
of putting the question, or enforcing confession and 
evidence in crimimil cases, by torture. He alSo, unde/ 
the influence of M. Necker, his first minister of finance, 
made a great economical reform in his household, 
4()() officers in that department bmng abolished by a 
.single edict. It was another wgain to the cause of 
humanity, that the duke of Modena abolished the 
court of inquisition in -his dominions. An interview, 
as it was supposed for political purposes, took place 
ai MohUow in Poland, iti^e month of June, between 
tnose great potentates, *the Empress of Russia, ahd the . 
fhnperbr of Germany. / 

The court of Vienna in thB year brought to cfft'ct a 
scheme for the aggrandisement of the house of Austria, 
by procuring the election of the Archduke Maximilian, 
the emperor’s brother, uS the coadjutorship to the 
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bishoprics of Cologne and Munster* .with the con- 
sequent reversion to tlie electorate attached to the for- 
mer, although the measure was opposed by the "King of 
Prussia. ' •' 

Maria Theresa, Empress of Germany, and Queen of 
Hungary and Eohemia, died on November 29th, in the 
63d year of her age. , She possessed many amiable and 
estimable qualities, though somewhat tinged by bigotry 
and love of power ; and will rank in history among the 
illustrious sovereigns of her time. 

Ill the East Indies events took place, for the full com- 
prehension of which, with respect to their origin and 
causes, a distinct naiTative of the state of that country 
for several years past, and of the intricate pblitics of 
the different native powers and the English Company, 
would be requisite. All that can be here attempted is 
a summary of the events themselves, as far as they con- 
cern the British empire in that part of the world. 

The different presidencies of the Company appear to 
have entered deeply into the intrigues and qnarrelsjfief^ 
the natives, for the purpose of/naking their own adi^an- 
tage out of them j and they are cliarged with having by 
turns deceived and injured most of those with whom 
they had to do. The consequence at length was a con- 
federacy between Hyder Ally, the Nizam, the Mahrattas, 
and joine other princes or tribes, for the purpose of 
effecting the expulsion of the British from inejia. Thei r 
intentions being discovered, it was resolved to anticipate 
them ; and the Bombay government placing its whole 
disposable force under sthe command of General God- 
dard, he marched in the month of rabruary against Ah- 
medabad, the capital of. Clazerat, which he took by 
storm within five days of his arrival before it. The 
Mahratta chiefs Scindia anUiJElolkar then approaching 
with an army towards Surat, Goddard attacked their * 
camp on April 5th, and\bliged them to abandon their 
ground with great loss, ©ther partial actions followed, 
in which the Mahrattas underwent 'defeats which brought 
the cmnpaign to a close in this quarter. On the side of 
Bengal they were likewise worsted, and the supposed 
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impregnable fortress of Gualicr was taken from them 
by a force under Major Pophain. , 

The fortune of the Company was very different on the 
-.Coromandel coast. Towards the close of 1779, the pre- 
sidency of Madras was apprised by the Nabob of Arcot 
of the peace concluded between Hyder and the Mah- 
rattas, and of the intended alliance against the English', 
to which last they were unwilling to give credit ; but a 
letter from Hyder to the president in March appeared 
to Admiral Sir Edward Hughes to contain such manifest 
indications of hostility, that he dispatched a copy of it 
to England. The presidency had been more employed 
in disputes among themselves, than In active measures 
of preparation ; when, in July, Hyder having made way 
through the Ghauts, buret like a torrent with a nume- 
rous army into the Carnatic. His son, Tippoo Saib, at 
the same time advanced with a ‘great body of cavalry 
upon the northern Circars j whilst at the opposite side 
other parties were approacliing to Madura and the Tin- 
eveUy district. Terror was now universally spread, and 
Madras itself was alarmed, with an attack upon the ad- 
jacent villages by some of HydePs horse. On August 
21st Hyder invested Arcot, the garrison of which had 
been previously reinforced by a detachment of the 
Company’s ti'oops from Vellore, dolouel Baillic was 
now at the head of A body of men in the Guntoor Cir- " 
car, with which it was intended that he should invade 
Hyder’s territories in that quarter, but upon the present 
emergency orders were sent tq him® to marcb towards 
Madras. In the meantime the-* commander-in-chiefj 
Sir Hector Monro, made a forward movement to Con- ^ 
jev'ei.jm, for the purpose of drawing Hyder from Ar- 
cot. and directions were sent to Baillic to change his 
ror.le, and join him at that^ace. This'movement had 
expected effect on Hyder, Imt he took a position 
with his array to prevent Baime'a junction with Sir 
Hector. He detached Tippoi^^th a large body of the 
best troops in his army to make an attack on Baillic, 
which, atler a severe action, the hitter repelled. He 
was, however, unable to malre way with his small force 
VOL. I. T 
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through Hyder’s whole army to leaeh the British camp ; 
and having convc’icd intelligence of his situation to the. 
commander-in-eluefi Col<niel J^’letcher was dispatched 
to his relief wit/i the flower of the army. IJe cnected a 
junction with Baillie’s tioops, and they advanced to- 
gether towards Conjeveram. On .September 10th they 
tvere suddenly attacked by IIyder*s whole force, con- 
sisting of 25,000 cavalry, 80 disciplined legiiucnts of 
native infantry, a corps of European auxiliaries, and a 
numerous artillery. By prodigies of valoui’ tliey re- 
pulsed with gi'eat slaughter tjie attacks made upon them, 
and victory was about to declaie for the British, when 
an unfortunate explosion of the tumbrils with ammuni- 
tion laiil open their center, and Tipjioo rushing in with 
the cavalry, followed by the French and other infantr} , 
it was no longer a battle but a carnage. Colonel Bail- 
lie with about 200 Ei&'opeans were made prisoners : the 
rest were left slain on the field, to the number, accord- 
ing to different estimates, of from 8300 to 5000 Sepoys, 
and from 500 to 700 Europeans. This disaster was fol- 
lowed by mutinies of the native troops in different places, 
and other disorders. Arcot was taken by storm some- 
time after, and its citadel, from the defection of all the 
sepoys in its garrison, was under the necessity of sur- 
rendering. Intelligence of these events being received 
at Calcutta, the presidency of which had strongly dis- 
approved of the conduct of that of Madras, it was 
thought necessary to request Sir EyreCdote, commander 
iiv chief of all the*forces in India, to repair thither, and 
take upon himself the command of the army in the Car- 
natic, with the direction of all ihe means they should 
liirnish for retrieving affiiim in that quartei*. He ac- 
cordingly sailed to Madras, where he arrived on Novem- 
ber .5th, bringing with himsa^reinfbrcement of European 
artillery and infantry* and a body of Lascars j and at 
the cloiMt^df the year\e encamped at the Mount near 
Madraf .With a force of\bout 7000 men. 


I 
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Year of George III* 21 8c 22, 

* — Parliament J Sc 2. 

Meeting of Parliament, — Debat es^ on the Dutch IVar,^ Petitions 
from different Parties in the iroxfernment of India. ^ Mr. But kds 
Iteform Bill renetoed. — Mr. Pitt's first appearance. — Attack on 
Lord North's Loan. — Committee (f Secreep appointed on East In<- 
dia affairs. — Bill passed for new modelling the Judical uro in Ben- 
gal. — Proceedings xvith respect to the Company s Chatter. — Mr. 
For ^ Motion for btinging the American War to a Conclusion . — 
Frait h Failure at the Island of Jersey. — Revolt of the Pennsyl- 
vania Line. — Aciiom in Norih Carolina . — Tarl^on defeated by 
Morgan. — Battle of Guildford Court-house. Lord Cornwallis 
draws back to Wilmington^ and Lord Uawdon to Charleston . — 
Arnold's Expedition to Virginia. — Naval action Cape Henry. — 
Spaniards from Louisiana reduce West Florida. — Rodney and 
Vaughan take St. Euslatius.-yJ)emarary and Essequibo captured.— 
Corffiscations of Property at ^.Eustatius. — Partial Naval Action 
between De Grasse and Hood . — Tobago taken by the French . — 
Admiral Darby with the Channel Fleet relieves GioraUar. — Action 
at Port Praya between Commodore Johnstipie and Admiral Suffretn. 
— Dutch Ships burnt and taken in Saldanha, Bay. — Lord Corn- 
wallis in Virginia: takes Post at York Town, anil raises Fortfficae 
tions. — Washington makes a Junction xvith Rochambeau, and pro* 
feeds to Virginia. — De Grasse arnx>es in the Chesapeak. — Lord 
Co? mvalHs invested and obliged to surrender. — Arnold's Expedition 
fo Connecticut. — Battle at EutawJ^pring^ South Carplina.-^De- 
h^uiillS recovers St. Eustaiius. — Eiygagement between Ad?nirals 
Hyde Parker and Zoutman off* the Dogger Bank. — The combined 
French and Spanish Fleets convoy the Duke de Crillon with Troops 
• } Minorca, and then block up Admiral Darby in Torbay, but re- 
turn without attacldng him. — Kemp^nfdfs Success against a Ft mch 
Convoy. — General Coots talee^he Command in the Carnot n. and 
defeats Hyder in three ActionilT*— Transactions at Benares. — The 
Rajah expelled, and a netw' one appointed by Mr. Hastings.—- The 
Dutch Settlements in Sumatra redvmd, and their Port of Nigapa- 
tam in Tanjore taken. — Parliamentary affairs. — Effect uf the 
Surrender of Lord ComwaUis on public Opinion. 


On the re-assembling of j^f liament, January 25th, a * 
message from the throne, with the papers relative to the 
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rupture with Holland,' having been presented to the 
House of Coniiuons liy the minister, Mr. Burke rose to 
make observations on ihctprudence and poHct) of the 
new war in which we had engaged, thojtisHce of it, he 
said, being a to])ic which could not be fully discussed 
for want of sufficient information. • Lord North having 
replied to his remarks; moved an address of thanks to 
his Majesty for the communication, with assurances of 
su])port in the prosecution of this and war. 

These terms gave rise to a debate, in which amend- 
ments were proposed by sortie opposition members, but 
rcjectod, and the address passed in the original form. 
Similar debates occurred on the delivery of the same 
message to the House of Lords, and a motion' of the 
Duke of Richmond. for an address to the throne for 
farther information on the subject being put to the vote, 
was rejected by the great majority of 84 to 10. 

Certain petitions to parliament transmitted from India 
brought the affairs of the British dominion in that 
country before the consideration of the House of Com- 
mons. By the new regulatienis, adopted in 1773* Ben- 
gal had been made the principal seat of government, 
and two supreme jurisdictions had been there estab- 
lished. One of tliese possessed all the political and 
executive powers of government, and, under the name 
of governor-general and council, extended its controul 
over the other presidencies of Madras and Bombay. 
The other, composed of judges from England, and 
named the supreme couit of jiidicature, was entirel) 
independent of the fohner. 'The judicial business ol' 
the country had hitlierto been transacted in its provin- 
cial courts, in which litigated causes were decided ac- 
cording to the knofhl laws custMns of India ; but 
their autj^wity was not onl^enibd by the new judica- 
ture, bu^Heir membersiwere severely |iunished for the 
discharge ‘ of their func^ns pursuant to the laws and 
constitution of their country, wlpch had hitherto been 
acknowledged by all its cbnqrterors. ' The natives of 
Bengal now beheld Wh ter^r' l^nglish bailifis, accom- 
panied by bodies of armed men, traversing the country. 
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at a great distance from Calcutta, in order to execute 
decrees founded upon laws and regulations perfectly in- 
comprehensible to those w|,io were subjected to their 
authority, and even on the persons of the Zeraindiirs, or 
hereditary great landliolders, who were venerated by the 
people as their natural princes. In these instances, 
force was often opposed to force, and blood was shed ili 
the quarrel; whilst the religion and domestic jirivacy of 
the natives were often exposed to rude violation. The 
governor-general and council regarding these practices 
as an invasion of their autijority, and apprehending dan- 
gerous consequences from the odium excited by them, 
employed the Company’s military force to restrain the 
violences of the civil power ; and in one instance about 
fourscore bailiffs and their assistants were disarmed and 
sent prisoners to Calcutta. This state of things pro- 
duced two petitions to parliament j one, from the go- 
vernor-general and council, giving a minute account of 
all these transactions, and requesting an indemnity from 
the penalties they had incurred by their interference ; 
the other, from a luimbesdf British subjects in the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, complaining of the 
many oppressions and injuries tliey had sustained under 
the authority of the supreme court .of judicature, and 
the extraordinary assumptions of power by that court. 
The matter of thd petitions was amply discussed by* 
General Smith, who moved that they might be referred 
to a select committee of fifteen members chosen by 
ballot. No objection was miide on the part of fhe 
minister to the motion, and the Committee was accord- 
ingly appointed. 

Air. Burke was not deterred by the fate of his reform 
bdi in the former session, from again introducing it to 
parliament ; and accordipgiy made a motion for that 
purpose on February 15th. '!l^e bill'was suffered to 

be read for the first time, but Jne motion for its second 
reading was the occasion of ar vigorous debate, memo- 
rable for the early display oi abuity and eloquence ex- 
hibited in its support William Pitt, second son of 
the Earl of Chatham. On a division, the motion was 
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rejected by a majority of 233 to lyO; and by a sub- 
sequent resolution, tin* bill was postponed for six 
months. ‘ * 

A loan for twelve millions negociated by Lord North, 
which in a short time rose to a premium of from 9 to 
11 per cent, was the occasion of some severer censures 
of his ministerial conduct at this time, than almost any 
that he had encountered. Mr. Fox opened tlie attack 
on March 7th, the day of biinging forward the bud- 
get, in a speech replete with financial knowledge, in 
which he not onlj eiuleavoqred to prove that the bar- 
gain was a most improvident one for the public, but 
argued that the power of disposing of such profit 
at the pleasure of a minister was a very dangerous 
source of political corruption. He particularly ob- 
jected to the lottery annexed to the other douceurs 
of the loan, both as adding to advantages already 
sufficiently great, and as exceedingly prejudicial to the 
morals of the people ; and he moved for omitting the 
clause in the loan bill containing it. This amendment 
was however rejected by a ^majority of KiQ to 111. 
The contest did not end here j and in the progress of 
the bill various other attacks were made on the minister, 
especially wdtli regard to the use of the loan for cor- 
rupt purposes. These were defeated by majorities; 
‘but that great abuses did at that time pi'cv ail iu this 
matter, seems to be acknowledged by the improv cincnts 
which Imve since taken place in negociatious of that 
kinil. . * o 

Sir P. J. Clerke’s renewed motion fjir bringing in tlie 
conti'aclor’s bill, and Mr^ Ci’cwe’.. bill for resti’aining 
revenuev officers from voting iu elections for members of 
parliament, were bpth thrown out on divisions of the 
house. >. 

The vyjfavourable intelligence ’concerning the war 
in the (Jfjihiatic being rweived in England, it was com- 
muni to the House\>f Commons by tlie minister, 
who itfGved for the appdiutralpt of a committee of 
seepey to enquire into the causes of that war, and the 
present state of tlie British possessions in that part of 
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India. Objections were made to the motion on tlie 
ground of the proposed secrecy, of the enquiry, and 
Mr. FoX moved as an amei^imcnt, the omission of the 
•'word “ secrecy,” in which he was seconded I)) Mr. 
Burke; but tiie amendment was rejected, and Ihe 
original motion was* carried. The fifteen members of 
the committee chosen by ballot .proved to be, in tile 
majority of four to one, particular friends of the 
minister. 

The committee for examining the petitions from 
Bengal, having delivered, their report, a bill for new 
modelling the supreme court of juilicature at Calcutta, 
and for indemnifying the governor and council for 
their resistance to the decrees of that coiiit, and for 
directing the future operation of that jurisdiction, was 
brought in by tJeneial Smith, and after some oppo- 
sition, passed both liouses, and received the loyal 
assent. 

In order to bring the East India C’ompany to submit 
to the terms for a renewal of their charter which the 
minister had proposed, but which they had rejected, as 
incompatible with their interests, he had, as mentioned 
in the last yc'ar, carried a vote for giving them notice foe 
the re-payment of the sum due to^hem by the public, 
which implied the di'.solution of the charter. 'I'o aug- 
ment tin* intimulation, he now brought belbre tlie llousi , 
of CVnnnions several propositions for its consideration, 
of so much severity to the Company, that they wore re- 
piobatcd by the oppositiou*in the most seproacjiful 
ten 1 1 s. The discussions on this topic continued t li rougJi 
tin greater part of the session, when at length, the 
ne \s from India* having put an end to the view of ob- 
ining a large sum for the/^enewal of the clmrtor, and 
tne parliament becoming *<hin from the retreat of the 
members, L«rd North, on June 1st, brought in a tem- 
porary bill for continding to Imc Company the benefit of 
their exclusive trade and tenntorial possessions during a 
limited term, but at tJie same time charging them with 
the sum of 630,000/. by ytay of pMticipation in their 
past profits. This condition was strongly opposed as 

T 4 ‘ . 
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a measure of violence* and injustice, and the sum was 
reduced to 402,000/. in which state the bill passed into 
a law. , ' 

Various motions of a popular kind were introduced" 
in this session by opposition members, which met with 
their usual fate, the influence of the minister appear- 
ing down to this period not in the least inferior upon 
the ])rcsont parliament, to what it had been upon the 
foimer. One more effort was made to bring the 
American w'ar to a conclusion in a motion by Mr. Fox, 
June 12th, founded upon the latest gazette intelli- 
gence from that country, for .a resolution “ that his 
Majesty’s ministers ought immediately to take every 
possible measure for concluding peace with our Ameri- 
can colonies,” which was negatived. The session of 
parliament was concluded on July 18th. 

Of the military occun'cnces of the yesu*, the first to 
be mentioned was a renewed attempt by the French 
on the isle of Jersey. The llaron de llullccourt landed 
about 800 men upon the island on the fJth of January, 
and leaving a pait of them in a redoubt in Grouvillc- 
bay, which he had surprised, proceeded with the rest 
before day-break to the town of St. Hellier. This he 
entered without noise, and took possession of the 
market-place; and having 'made prisoners of the lieu- 
Venant-governor, the magistrates, au’d principal inhabit- 
ants, he dictated a capitulation of the whole island, with 
the threat of instant destruction to the town should it 
be iipfused. The cdpitula^ion being signed by the lieu- 
tenant-govenior who sfeems to have lost all presence of 
mind on the occasion, Eli^beth Castle was summoned 
by the French commander, but the officers in it refused 
to pay any regal’d to a surrender made undw such cir- 
cumstances, and fired on th^French troops on their ad- 
vance. In the mean time fhe inilitia and other force 
in the neighbourhood ww collected by Major Pierson, 
a spirili^ and intelligent young officer, who formed 
them aArantageoitdy on th^ heights above the town ; 
and to a message .from Riillecourt requiring him to 
comply with the terms of the capitulation, he replied by 
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saying that if he and his troops did not surrender them- 
selves prisoners of war within twenty iniimtes, they 
should lie attacked, 'fliis ^vent followed : the French 
•‘were driven from street to street to tlie market-place, 
where the commander, who obliged the lieutenant- 
governor to stand close by his side, fell under several 
mortal wounds. Major laerson,*m the instant of vic- 
tory, received a shot through the heart, and his death 
was a circumstance which threw a damp upon a success 
which was rendered comj)lete by the capture or destruc- 
tion of the whole of the invadibg party. 

In America, the year opened with a circumstance' 
which appeared to promise great advantage to the royal 
cause. The very embarrassed state of the American 
finances liad subjected their army to great hardships 
and privations : long arrears of pay had been accumu- 
lated ; and from the failure of several of the States in 
sending recruits, many of the soldiers had been obliged 
to serve beyond the term of their enlistment. These 
hardships had ocemoned much murmuiing and dis- 
content; and at lengthy ton January 1st, the division 
called the Pennsylvania line, which was hutted at 
Morris-town in the Jerseys, turned out to the number 
of 1 800, and declared that they would serve no longer 
till their grievances were redressed. After a fruitless 
^attempt to queirtHe meeting, they collected the stores 
and artillery belonging to their division, marched out of 
camp, and chose a favourable position for an encamp- 
ment. They elected officers and 'a commander from 
their own body, and then advanced to Prince-town. As 
aoi'u as Sir H. Clinton received intelligence of this de- 
fection, he sent emissaries to the mutineers, with great 
oilers to induce them to l^y down their arms, and re- 
turn to their allegiance to the King. He also passed 
over to Staten Island with a Jarge body of troops, to 
be ready for action on an^emergency. The muti- 
neers,’ howeva*, were^so fiii^from lending an ear to his 
proposals, that' they' lemoi4d farth^ from the British 
quarters, to Trenton, and gave utf two of his emis- 
saries, who were immediately han^d. A committee 
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of congress was at len^h deputed to treat with them, 
wliich, upon an engagement of indemnity, and the 
redress of their grievances, brought them back ‘to their 
duty. A similar disturbance which took place in the 
Jersey line, was accommodated in the sarab manner. 
It was remarkable, that Washington did not make the 
smallest movement on this occasion; being probably 
conscious, that the troojis had just ground for their 
coin])laints, and not unwilling that congress should be 
made to feel the necessity of redressing them. 

Lord Cornwallis, towards .tlie close of the former 
year, had been making preparations for an active in- 
road into North Carolina; and, on the other hand, 
Washington had sent General Greene, an officer of 
high reputation, to take the command in that quarter, 
which had been resigned by General Gates. He was 
accompanied by Colonel Morgan, who had acquired 
distinction as a partizan in the northern war. I^rd 
Cornw'allis, iu January, advanced towards the borders 
between the llroad and the Catawba rivers, whilst 
Greene, who was not strong «*nough to oppose him in 
llie field, made a diversion by an attack on Fort Ninety- 
vsix. Morgan at the same time, with a force of Virginia 
i-cgulars and militia, advanced upon the Pacolet river, 
'/'arleton, who was on that side with his legion of 
cavalry and light infantry, and other troops, w'as di-, 
rected to strike a blow at Morgan. Hc accordingly 
advanced upon that leader, who retreated, till finding 
hiimelf unable, without great danger, to cross the llroad 
river, the waters of which were much out, he took his 
ground for an engagement, J|inuary 1 Jth. Posting his 
men -with great judgment, he received the impetuous 
attack of Tarleton, in*such a manner, that the forces 
of the latter, by an unexpefcted charge, were thrown 
into irretrievable disorder, and Wr^ totally defeated 
with great loss. Tarletoft rallied a part of his cavalry, 
and repelling an attack oA^at o|‘ the enemy, brought 
them away. Loj^l (’ornvrallis, on the news of this 
defeat, dispatched b part of his army to intercept Mor- 
gan, but without sircccss. Afterwards, divesting him- 
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self’ of every incumbrance, he hastcfled after Greene, 
who retreated before him. A very long {yid fatiguing 
march ensued, in which har^hips of every kind were 
tindergone by the British army, and sustained with 
tlie greatest courage and perseverance, whilst in all 
the skirmishes with bostde parties on the rout, 
they proved victorious. At length, on March 15tlr, 
Lord Cornwallis came in view of Greene’s army, drawn 
up in line of battle, near Guilford Court-house, in 
number much cxcec^ng his own. The action which 
followed was long, greatjy diversified, and well con- 
tested. It ended in the rout and retreat of the 
Americans, whom, however, the royal army was not 
in condition to pursue ; and the British commander 
fomid it necessary to draw back his fatigued troops to 
the vicinity of Wilmington in North Carolina, which 
town had previously been reduced by an expedition 
from Charleston. 

This movement of Lord Cornwallis having left South 
Carolina open, Greene marched against Lord Bawdon, 
who had been left at Caipdcn. He came in view on 
April 19th, and made demonstrations of an intended 
attack of the British posts ; but Lord Rawdon obtain- 
ing information of his having detached a part of his 
force, determined to take the^occasion for anticipating 
him. Arming ev5ry man in^his corps who was abl5 
to use a musket, he attacked the Americana by 
surprize, and routed them with considerable loss. His 
deficiency of strength, howe»rer, and the revolt of, the 
countrv at his back, rendered it expedient for him to 
abaudou the post of Camden, and crossing the Santee, 
to mo\’^e towards Charleston, which now began to be 
exp(>sed to danger. Fort JJinety-six, in the meantime, 
was invested by Greene, who met with a resistance 
whicli obliged him to lay formal siege to it. 'I’he 
arrival of three raiments froin Ireland, enabled Lord 
Rawdon to march for its. ^ief ; but, before he could 
reach the place, an attempt was n^dc by Greene to 
carry it by storm. He was, howeyr, resisted with so 
much courage, that -after the slaugater of many of the 
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assailants, he drew off the remainder, and commenced 
a retreat. He was closely pursued, but without effect; 
and in the sequel, Nine^-six was cvacnated by the 
British, and Rawdon, after undergoing much hazard,- 
returned to Charleston. The result of the campaign 
in this quarter, was, that Greene recovered the greater 
part of Georgia and of the two Carolinas. 

Early in the year, Arnold was placed at tiie head 
of a body of troops amounting to about I 7 OO men, 
and conveyed by a naval force to the Chesapeak, for 
an expedition to Virginia. Ascending the rivers, and 
traversing the coasts of that country, he spread ravage 
and destruction wherever he went, acting at once as 
a public ibe, and a personal enemy. The evils which 
he inflicted upon the Virginians at length attracted 
the attention both of the Americans, and the French 
at Rhode Island ; and while Washington sent to their 
relief ‘2000 of his best troops under .the Marquis de la 
Fayette, the French embarked the same number com- 
manded by Count Rochambeau, on board the fleet 
of M. de Ternay. This sq^uidron, on March l6th, 
fell in off Cape Henry with the English fleet under 
Admirals Arbuthnot and Graves, and an engagement 
was brought on whjeh proved indecisive ; it had, how- 
ever, the effect of cUt^ng off the French from the 
Chesapeak, and obliging them to return without land- 
ing their troops, or effecting any other purpose. Soon 
after. Major-general Phillips arrived under convoy 
froip New. York, with about J2000 select troops, and 
took the chief command in Virginia. In conjunction 
with Arnold, he defeated all the bodiri of militia which 
were brought to oppose thein, and sailing up James 
river, they did incalculable mischief on ifjs banks, de- 
stroying a great quantity or tobacco read^ for export- 
ation, and other commodities, witlf Shipping, dock- 
yards, buH^gs of various kinds, timber, stores, &c. to 
a vast sflHnt. Such werdy^he principal occurrences iii 
NortbpKerica, during theNSrst lialf of the year. 

Doff Galvez, eaAy in the year, fitted out an expedi- 
tion from the HavXnna, intended against Pensacola;. 
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but a violent hurricane, in which Tour capital ships with 
several others were lost, obliged him to return to port. 
The fle^t was, however, re^tted, and on March 9th 
'■appeared with between 7 and 8000 land forces before 
Pensacola. After a gallant defence by General Camp- 
bell, with a motley and very inferior garrison, the place 
was obliged to capitulate on May* 9th, and with it fefi 
the province of "West Florida, one of the principal 
acquisitions of the treaty of Paris. 

Admiral Rodney, who had returned at the end of 
the year from New York to St. Lucia, concerted with 
General Vaughan an expedition for the recovery of 
St Vincent; but after landing on the island, they found 
it, notwithstanding the effects of the late hurricane, 
in such a state of defence, that they re-embarked the 
troops without hazarding an attack. They afterwards, 
in consequence of instructions from England, pro- 
ceeded against the Dutch Island of St. Eustatius, 
which, though small and sterile, was rendered of great 
commercial importance, as a free port and general 
magazine of West Indian, and American commodities 
belonging to diflerent nations. They appeared with a 
great land and sea force before this island on Feb- 
ruary Sd, and summoned the governor who had not 
yet heard of hostilities between the two countries:^ 
He replied that being utterly incapable of resisting 
such a force, he must necessarily surrender, only le- 
commending the town and inhabitants to the well- 
known clemency of Biitish oomnianders. The rirJies 
found in the island were immens%, and, at a loose com- 
putatiou, were estimated at more than three millions 
sterlinj'. Besides this booty, above 350 vessels, many of 
thi^ ichly laden, were ts^qp in the port; and inform- 
ation having been obtained that a fleet of .so West 
India-men, under convoy of a 60 gun ship, had shoitly 
before departed for Holland, Admiral Rodne} sent two 
men of war and a frigate a^r them, which capturetl 
the whole. The small islaRias of St. Martin and Saba, 
also partook of the fate of St. £ust«ius. The Dutch 
colours being kept flying at St. Eastatiiis, the island 
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for sometime served as a decoy to French, Dutch, and 
American vessels, many of which ran in, and were 
taken without trouble. A squadron of privateers hear-, 
ing of the rupture with Holland, though unprovided' 
with letters of marque against this qew enemy, boldly 
pntered the rivers of Demarafy and lissequibo in 
Guiana, on which tMe Dutch possessed colonies, and 
captured almost all the vessels lying in them, which 
were prizes of considerable value. The settlers, feel- 
ing their defenceles.s situation, and dreading to become 
the prey of corsairs, made a tender of subn»i.i.sion to the 
governor of Barbadoes iqjou the same tei’ins winch had 
been granted to St. Eustatius, and of which they w ere 
then ignorant. 

It soon appeared that the confidence of the gOA ernoj 
of St. Eustatius in Britisli clemency, had not the found- 
ation which he expected. The inhabitants having 
incurred the charge of perfidiousness and perjury, 
were regarded as unworthy of protection, and an indis- 
criminate confiscation of private property took place. 
The Jews, who were considefible in number and wealth, 
were peculiarly the objects of rigorous treatment. 
Several of them, being first stript of their property, 
were condemned to banishment, and were tnmsported 
to St. Christopher’s, where, to the Iwnour ofithat island, 
they were received with kindness and liberality. All 
other strangers were subsequently sent away in a 
similar condition. A great share of the property taken 
in <St. 15ul.tatius belonged to British merchants in the 
East Indies and at home, particularly those of St. 
Christophei ’s ; and being of consv.qqence severe suf- 
ferers rrom the confiscation, they made many renjpn- 
.strances to Admiral Qodney on the su^ect, which were 
treated by him with contempt. His final answer was, 
« that tne island was Dutch, ev^y thing in it was 
Dut^^yp^s under the j^otcction of tlie Dutch flag, 
and iTOutch it should bleated.” In the mean time, 
public sales wereWvertiseu of the captured goods, and 
of the greater auctions ever known was opened at 
St. Eustatius, where great bargains were bought, the 
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French, it is said, being the chief purcliasers. It ina)' 
further be mentioned, with regiird to thi^, unpleasant 
topic, ithat the captors were afterwards involved in 
troublesome and expensive law suits ; and tliat a groat 
part of the plunder was taken by the French near tlie 
English coast, on itst conveyance home. 

. Towards tlie end of Marclv M. de Grasse sailed 
from Brest with 15 sail of the line, COOO land forces, 
and a convoy of between 2 and 300 ships, and ])artino 
iluring the voyage with M. de Suffrein with five sail of* 
the line and part of the land forces destined for the East 
Indies, proceeded with the remainder for Fort Royal bay 
in Martinique. For 1 he purpose of intercepting him. Sir 
G. Rodney detached Sir Samuel Hood and Ibakc to 
crui/e off Fort Royal bay with 17 sail of the line, himself 
remaining at St. Eustatius, with his own and another 
ship of the line. On Aj)ril 29th, De Grasse’s fleet 
came in sight, and the British commanders were unable 
to prevent four sail of the line and a fifty gun ship from 
coming out of Fort Royal hai’bour and joining him. 
Sir Samuel Hood was alv), joined by a man of war from 
St. Lucia, but the French were still superior by six sail 
of the line. A partial action ensued, the consequence 
of which was, that the English bore aw^y in the night 
for Antigua. This i< snlt gave an opportunity to tlie 
Marquis de Boiiillli of landing on St. Lucia, May 10, ^ 
with a body of troops, but aflcr an incfiectual attemiit, * 
on the English posts, he quitfed the island, the French 
giving out that this was only,a feint to covcr,analt<impt 
on Tobago. In fact, a small Fi’cnch squadnm, with a 
considerable body of land forces, appeared offthat island 
on May 23d, and having efTecfcd a landing, laid siege 
to t'e ^froiigcst post in thq island, which was bruveJi 
defended by governor Ferguson \ but an attempt for 
relief by sea having failed, he was obliged to cajiitulate. 

TTle Channel fleet under Admiral Darby sailed on 
March 1 3th for the relief i^Oibraltar, which, from its 
close blockade, was’sufRj^ng con^erably under the 
want of wholesome provision. 'Bne French at thi'. 
time were so eager in their scheines respecting A me 
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rica and the West Indies, that they were not inclined 
to join the Brest fleet with that of the Spaniards which 
was cruizing about C^uliz, with the avowed purpose of 
preventing any succour td Gibraltar; and the latter,, 
though of the force of 30 sail of the line, not choosing 
alone to encounter the English /)f 37 sail, Admii’al 
Karby found no impediment in effecting his purpose. 
After this was done, he cruized some time oft* the 
Straits mouth, to watch the motions of the Spaniards, 

• who were lying quietly in Cadiz harbour, where they 
remained till his departure. By this time the siege of 
Gibraltar was so fai' advanced, tliat prodigious works 
were erected before it, filled with an artillery of greater 
number and power than hatl almost ever been brought 
against a fortress; and it was employed in a cannonade 
and bombardment, which entirely ruined the town of 
Gibraltar, and reduced its inhabitants to the greatest 
distress, but did little damage to the fortifleations. 

The grand fleet, on setting sail from England, was 
accompanied by a small squadron commanded by Cop' 
modore Johnstone, consisting qf a74, aC4, and th^d*^ 
gun ships, with several frigates and smaller vessels;- 4tod 
convoying some outward bound East Indiamen: on 
board the fleet were three new regiments of 1000 men 
each, under the command of General Meadows. The 
object of this expedition was the reduction of the Dutch 
settlement at the Cape of Good Hope. The commodore 
on his voyage put in For refreshments at Port Praya in St. 
Jago, onepf the Cape de Verd Islands; where, on April 
IbtlL he was overtaken by Sufftein, who, as already men- 
tioned, parted from De Grasse’s fleet, 4with the express 
purpose pf following Johnstone’s armament, of which 
the Trenched obtained accurate information. Suf- 
i'rein with I^five sail 6f the tine steered directly into the 
midst of the English fleet, which w#s taken at a great 
disadvantage, not having entertained any suspicion of 
an attack. The French commenced the action with 
great spii^ and fbr a time^eir Are was very powerful ; 
at length, several m the India ships getting into action, 
they began to And situation too hot, and one by 
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one withdrew, till a single shifl which had anchored, 
was left to sustain the whole fury, of tlie contest. She 
esca})e»V with great difRcultv w'ith the loss of all her 
..masts, and no ship was lost on either side. Sutfrein 
sailed away, and on June 21st, arrived at False 
bay, near the Cape, .whilst several Dutch East India- 
..jincn were anchoi’cd in Saldanlm bay. Of these cif- 
cnmstanccs Commodore Johnstone was informed by 
a ciiptured vessel ; and finding that the landing of 
tlic French troops had rendered the Caj)e-town secure, 
he resolved to make iyi attempt on the Dutch 
ships in Saldanha bay. 'I’liis enterprize was per- 
fectly successful. The Dutch, on the entrance of 
the English ships, ran their vessels on shore and set 
lire to tlicm. By the activity of the Britisli sailors, 
however, four large sliips were saved from the flames ; 
a fifth blew up soon after she was abandoned. J’lui 
commodore, w'ith his own shij) and the frigates, con- 
voyed liis prizes to England, leaving tlie rest ot tlie 
fleet wllii (Jeneral Meadows to proceed to India. 

The war in America daying this summer took a turn 
which, ill the <'vcut, proved to be of the highest im- 
portance. Ford Cornwallis, finding his situation at 
Wiliiiiiigtou \ cry distressing and insecure, formed the 
resohiiion of marching to Virginia to ali'cct a junction 
with (leneraJ r!ul]i])s. He commenced his march neai* 
the ch'se of Ajirii, and in something less than a mouth 
arrived at Petersburg!! in Virginia. He there found that 
Pliil!i[>s was dead, and Arnoldjuid succeeded him in,thc 
command, who had been strenglbened by a reinforce- 
ment fl'from I.'K)0 to 2000 men sent by Sir 11. Clinton. 
The Marquis I.a Fayette, with a very inforioi>forcc of 
Aiij' rieans, was acting on tliQ defensive on the north side 
of James river. Lord Cornwallis advancing troin Peters- 
biugl! crossed James river, and proceeded up the coun- 
tiy, followed, but at a distance, by Fayette. Detaching 
Colonels Tarlctoii anil Simcoc'to scour the interior, they 
nereableto do grcat'*misQ?uef in a/ract hitherto ex- 
empt from the ravages of war, andf the depository of 
large quant itii's of military and <>her stores. Corn- 
l on. 1. u . 
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Wallis on their return, 'feil back to Richmond, whence 
he moved nearer the sea, and at the latter end of June 
arrived at Williamsburg, the capital of Virgii\ja. At 
this time Fayette had b*een reinforced by General,, 
Wayne with the Pennsylvanian succours, and by the 
junction of a corps under Baron S|,tciiben, and some of* 
the Virginian militia, go that the British array was re- , 
stricted from distant operations. It had been a favourite^ 
idea in the English cabinet.since the news of the'victory 
at Guilford, and Arnold’s successes in Virginia, to make 
that colony the seat of war, and establish a permanoit 
station on its coast, by means of which, enterprises 
might be carried on by sea and land as occasion de- 
manded. For this purpose. Lord Cornwallis examined 
different situations near the mouth of the Chesapeak, and 
fixed upon York-town, situated on the peninsula betw^een 
the rivers York and James, as the most suitable. There 
he took post in August with a force of about 
choice troops j and applied himself with great diligence 
to fortify botli it and Gloucester point on the o])j)ositc 
side of lork river, wliich toj^thcr entirely command 
its navigation. 

In the mean time Washington was using his endea- 
vours to propagate the idea that New York was the 
object of an intended attack by himself, in conjunction 
With the French, and that he had given up all intention 
of proceeding to the succour of Virginia ; and as the 
British had intercepted and published dispatches taken 
fropi the .Americans, whjch gave a very unfavourable 
account of their affair#, he employed the stratagem of 
sending fictitious letters announcing t he intention above- 
mentioived, which he took care to throw in the way of 
the British scouts. Forming a junction in the begin- 
ning of Jidy with the^'French troops from Rhode Island 
under Roc'hambeau, in order to carry on the deception, 
they advanced to the neighbourhood of King’s-bridgCi 
and gave a hot alarm to ]&w York. After making de- 
monstrations forWnc tim\pf 4*^611008 purpose against 
'that pity, the combined forces suddenly crossed the 
i^orth river and mVched through the Jerseys to Tren- 
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ton, whence on September 3(1 tliey reached Piiiia- 
delphia. Their next progress was to the head- of the 
river E^k, at the upper end of thh Chesapeak. Here, 

; , being destitute of shipping for tlieir conveyance down 
the bay, the light troops alone were embarked, and 
Washington, widi the main body, pursued his march 
through Baltimore to Annapolis in Maryland. , 

Sir Samuel Hood, on August* 23tb, ai’rived off the 
Chesapeak from the West Indies with H sail of the 
line and some frigates, and not meeting with Admiral 
Graves with the squadron from New York, who had re- 
ceived damage in a cruizd off Boston, he proceeded to 
Sandy Hook. There Admiral Graves arrived on tlxe 
31st with five sail of tlie line and a 30 gun ship, and 
took the command. Dc Grasse came vvitli Ids fleet 
froin the AYest Indies to the Chesapeak on August 
siSth, and sent tlic welcome news of his arrival to the 
combined French and American army. He then 
blocked up York river, and occupied Janies river to 
a considerable extent with his armed vessels, in order 
to prevent Lord Cornwallis from atteinjiting a retreat 
to Carolina. On September 5tli, a partial and indeci- 
sive ciigagcmont took place oft' the mouth of the Chesa- 
peak between the French and English fleets, the fonupr 
of 21f sail of the lino, llie latter of If). The fleets con- 
tinued in sight of each other, repairing their damagesi 
for some days aflcr, wlien the Frencli Jiaving been ■ 
reinforced by the squadron from lUiode Island, the 
English returned to New York. De Grasse from that 
time remained master of the Glicsapcak, and thuS all 
hojje of the relief of Lord Cornwallis by sea was brought 
to a dose. 

Tli it gallant commander was now completely ’invested 
in York town by an army of 8000 French and about as 
many American continentals, and 5000 militia, and had 
no other cover than earthea works hastily thrown up. 
The trenches were opened agiiinst hinatfon October 
and 7tU with near 100»piec(J6 of heavy ordnance, whicli 
iu a, few. days almost silenced the Irtish batteiies.aud 
ruined their defences. A determination ‘had been 

.. n » 
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formed at New York to attempt, under every disadvan- 
tage, the relief of the besieged army, and Sir H. Clin- 
ton had embarked with 7 OOO of his best tropps on 
board of the men of war lying there ; but the delay or 
difficulty of getting to sea precluded all possibility^ of 
bringing any succour previously to the final decision. 
The storming of two redoubts in advance of the British 
position was a circumstance that removed all doubt of^ 
the event, and the success of a spirited sortie from the 
British lines could only for a short time retard the 
necessary surrender. This took place on October 19 th, 
and by its terms between five' and six thousand men, a 
large jiroportion of whom were sick or wounded, and 
1500 sailors, became prisoners of war. The General, 
witli all the civil and military officers, expept such of 
the latter as were necessary tor the care of the soldiers, 
were set at liberty on their parole, and all their baggage 
was to be retained by them, unless containing property 
taken from the country. Lord Cornwallis in his public 
letter acknowledged that he and the army had received 
the most liberal treatment afte^ the surrender, and parti- 
cularly extolled the kindness and generosity of the 
French officers. It was a singular circumstance that the 
American commissioner who drew up the articles of 
capitulation Avas son of Mr. Laurens, at that time a 
close prisoner in the tower of London. The British 
fleet and army from New York arrived off' the Chesa- 
peak five days after the surrender, which e^ent being 
made known to them, they sailed back, no move- 
ment being made on the part of the French to molest 
them. 

During these transactione an expedition from New 
York had been sent into Connecticut under the com- 
mand of Arnold, who was a native of that colony. It 
was directed against the port town of New London, 
and succeeded in becoming master of it, after carrying 
by storin jtyirinyipal defence, Fort Griswold. The town 
was coglwted to^he flameV^and^reat quantities of pro- 
jwfty^TOi:dmmd(!(ties of various kinds were dcstrtyed. 
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* In South Carolina there had been an interval of Iran-' 
quillity for some time, till at length. General Greene 
having'received some reinforcements, made ah advance 

'to attack Colonel Stewart who commanded a British 
force on the Congaree river, and who found it expe- 
dient to draw back t6 the Eutaw Springs, about 60 miles 
Jto the north of Charleston. He was followed thither 
/by Greene, and a severe action was brought on, Sep- 
tember 8tli, attended w'ith various success, and in which 
both parties claimed the victory. The final result, 
however, was that the Biitish decamped on the follow- 
ing evening, and withdrew to tlie vicinity of Charles- 
ton, which for the, remainder of the year became the 
theatre of a petty and exasperating warfare. 

An expedition for the recovery of the island of St. 
Eustatius from its British captors was undertaken by 
the Marquis de Bouillc iu November. Embarking 
with 2000 men in small vessels at Martinique, he at- 
tempted a landing on the island, in which; on account 
of the surf, he succeeded only with 400 of them at day- 
break on the 26th. Sdlisible that his only chance for 
safety was a bold advance, he pushed forward, and sur- 
prized the garrison of the town, nearly 700 in number, 
so effectually, that the w'hole island was in his power 
in a few minutes \vithout the loss of a man on his par^ 
A considerable spoil, the remainder of the produce of ^ 
the late sales, became the prize of the victors. 

• The addition of Holland to the number of the ene- 
mies of Great Britain had forlSojpe months afibrded 6nly 
a new source of booty to the latter, to such a state of 
weakness had its once formidable navy been reduced. 
By great exertions, however, about the middle of July, 
a force of eight ships of the line, from 54 to 74 guns, 
ten frigates, and five sloops, under Admiral Zoutmau, 
sailed from the Texel, with a large convoy. Admiral 
Hyde Paiker was at this timg retumi% from Elsineuiv 
with a great convoy* under his protection, for which 
purpose he had sailed frdtn Portsmouth in June with 
four ships of the line, and one of 50 guns. He had 
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been' jbincd at sea by 'several frigates, and very fortu- 
nately, off the coast of'Scotland, was reinforced by a 74 
^un ship ’commanded by Commodore Keith Stewart. 
File two fleets, nearly equal in effective force, came in 
sight of eacii other on the Dogger Bank early in the 
mprning of .:lngust 5th, when Admiral Parker, detach- 
ing his frigat('s ivith the convoy, made the signal for- 4 
chace. The Dutcli admiral also sent away his convoy, 
and steadily awaited the attack in line of battle. The 
engagement which ensued resembled the old contests 
between the fleets of the two^nations. It was a con- 
tinued cannonade, without any manoeuvring, for three 
hours and forty minutes, at the end of which the hostile 
squadrons lay like logs upon the water, incapable of 
farther efforts. The carnage was great on both sides, 
but chiefly on that of the Dutch. No ship vras taken 
or sunk during tlie action ; but the Hollandia, a Dutch 
ship of 68 guns, sunk in the night before resiching port, 
her wounded men going down with her. The Dutch 
convoy was obliged to return without prosecuting its 
voyage, v/hich was for the important purpose of pro- 
curing naval stores from the north. 

The combined fleets of France and Spain having con- 
voyed the Duke De'Crillon with a large body of troops 
tp the island of Minorca, they were landed without 
opposition on August 90th, and the siege of Fort St. 
Philip immediately commenced, the garrison of which 
consisted only of two British and two Hanoverian 
regiments, ‘at that time ^xtremely sickly. This service 
performed, the fleets, consisting of 49 ships of the line, 
sailed to the mouth of the English channel, the en- 
trance of which they barrea, by forming a line from 
Ushant to the Scilly isles. So defective was the English 
intelligence, that Admiral Darby, who was at sea with 
no more ten 91 ships of tlie line, had neaiiy fallen in 
with thi^r when b^ing informed of their position and 
mimbei^^y a neutftd vessel, he refumed to Torbay, and 
ihoore^ his ships across theventrance. Be was there 
rtlt^rced,' so that his fleet amoanted to SO sail,t . 
which he was 'ordered to proceed to sea at all 
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hazards, iu order to proitect all expected Westfliidia 
convoy. Contrary winds detained him in Torbay tiU 
September l-ith ; and in th^ mean time the. commanders 
-of' the combined deots held a council on the question of 
attacking him. This measure was strongly recom- 
mended by M. De<Guichen, supported by the third 
. Spanish Admiral, but being opposed by M; De Beaussfet, 

J and Don Cordova, with all the other Spanish flag officers, 
it was over-ruled ; whicii determination was justified by 
the bad condition of the combined fleets, and the sick- 
ness raging among them. Each of them returned to 
their respective ports soon after, and Admiral Darby 
kept the sea till Novcmlier. 

Giiichen having been refitted at Brest, set sail in the 
beginning of December with 19 ships of the line, seve- 
ral of tliem first rates, and a large fleet of transport and 
store, shijjs, lor the East and West Indies, under his 
convoy. For the purpose of intercepting this' fleet, 
Admiral Kcmpenfelt was sent out, but, apparently 
from ignorance of the enemy’s strength, with no more 
than VZ sail of the line,'»pne 50 gun shij), and four fri- 
gates. He fell in with tlie French on December l'2th, 
in a hard gale of wind, wlicn they were considerably 
dispersed, and the convoy had fallem astern of the men 
of M'ar. This gave^him an opportunity of capering 
about 20 of the fb|P|Br, laden chiefly with ammunition^ 
and warlike implements of every kind, a prize of great 
importance; with which wei’e also’ taken near 1100 
land-forces, and between 6« aiid 700 seamen. »The 
admiral then drew up his squadS’on in line ol‘ battle for 
the jturpose of engaging the enemy ; but discovering 
him f.o be so much stronger than himself^ he* changed 
his purpose, and tlrey pasted as it were by mutual 
(consent. 

The arrival of General Coote in the Carnatic, in-, 
fused a vigour and unanimity into the proceedings of 
the East India Company’s servants, which they bad 
long been strangers; and althoiigh Hyder’s successes 
had augmented his forces to a very formidable amount, 

« resolution was formed to encounter him In the fi^d* 

u 4 
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He had at this time 'laid siege to several important 
places at once. Of tliese, Wandewash being reduced 
to the most imminent danger, Coote marched to its 
relief on January 17th. * On his approach, Hydei*. 
not only relinquished the siege of this fortress with prer 
cipitation, but abandoned those of all the others, and 
withdrew with his whole force to a cautious distance. 
For some time, this caution on his part, and want of 
strength on tliat of the English, rendered the campaign 
barren of events ; but at length, Hyder having made 
preparations for the siege of Xritchinopoly, Sir E. Coote 
marched to frustrate his design. Having encamped 
his small army at Porto Novo, near Cuddalorc, on 
July 1st, he brought to action the vast force of Hyder, 
and, after an obstinate conflict, obtained a complete 
victory, of which, however, he was unable to make the 
desired advantage for want of cavalry, llydcr with- 
drew to the neighbourhood of Arcot, wliilst Coote 
marched northwards to form a junction witli an 
expected reinforcement fi'om Bengal, which he effected 
in the beginning of August^,. He then, having taken 
Trepassore, advanced to meet Hyder, who was mai’ching 
to its relief, and on August 27th fought another pitched 
battle with him, wjiich, after the hard contest of a 
w'hole day, terminated in driving hm fi'om all his strong 
fjostsf and obliging him to quit th^||eld. On that day 
month Coote again attacked Hyder, and after a short 
action routed him with great loss; after which, he re- 
lieved Vellore, which h^d been reduced to the last 
extremity. These sutcesses closed the year with a 
great improvement of the Company’s affairs, occasioned 
by the military tsdepte and energy of the commander 
in chief and his able^coadjqtors. 

During . this summer^x transactions of importance to 
the Com^ny tools: place at Benare^ That flne district, 
which^^m been a dependency of the Nabob Vizier of 
Oud^^ad, upoV the treaty with Sujah U 1 Dowlah in 
17^ been secu^ to its pqpsesJor the Rajah Bulwant 
i op. whose death, in 177P> the presidency of 
Bengal caused, the investiture to be conveyed to his son 
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Cheit Sing. Disputes arising between this Rajah ‘and ^ 
liis superior the Nabob Vizier, Mik Hastings, then pre- 
sident ftf the council of CnJcutta, took a journey in 
■1778, to the court of the latter, for the purpose of 
settling them, when he acted as the protector of the 
young Rajah. On the death of the Nabob Vizier, in 
1775, an arrangement took place witli his son and suc- 
cessor, by which the sovereignty of Benares was trans- 
ferred to the Company, and from that time they stood 
in the same relation of superior to Cheit Sing that the 
Nabob had done. No complaint appears to have been 
made against the Rajah, till, in 1778, war having broken 
out between England and France, he was required to 
contribute an extraordinary subsidy towards its ex- 
penses. A long series of differences then arose, the 
representations of which by the opposite parties are 
naturally discordant ; but on the Avhole, it may be con- 
cluded that the demands augmented on one side, and 
the repugnance to comply with them on the other, 
and that the Rajah became more and more disafiedted 
to the Company, especially as he found their affairs 
brought into a hazardous state by the invasion of 
Hyder Ally. Such was their reciprocal situation when 
Mr. Hastings, now governor-general in India, set out 
from Calcutta, in July, 1781, on a progress for the, 
purpose of icstorihg order in the dominions of the 
Nabob- Vizier, and calling to account the Rajah of Be- 
nares, who was suspected of a design entirely to throw 
off the Company’s authority^ and to render himself 
independent. Proceeding up the Ganges, Mr. Hastings 
reached Buxar, where he had a conference with the 
Rajah, of which very different accounts haVe been 
givi ii. The Rajah being at>length, after Various nego- 
ciaiions, placed under arrest, he was rescued, with the 
massacre of his guard, and fled to fbe fortress of 
Lutte^oof. The governor-general lemming that there 
was a design of attackj^g his quarters/neat Benares by' 
night, retired to Chunar. vRcpeated applications iroin 
the Rajah for an accommodation were meflbetu^V iltid 
after reinforcements had been 'received at .‘Chiibhr, 
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several of the Rajah’s strong holds were attacked and 
taken, and he liimsclf fled to llidjcvgnr, and all his 
troops dispersed. 'Flie governor-general retulning to 
Benares, settled tl)C government, and appointed a new' 
Rajah, with whom lie ituule an’ agreement, by which the 
tribute paid to the Company was' augmented. Their 
afliiirs in this part of India were now so successful, 
that a treaty of alliance and friendship was concluded^ 
with Madajee Scindia, by Colonel Muir. Major Pop- 
ham then advancing in pursuit of Cheit Sing, to Bid- 
jeygur,' an almost impregnable fortress, in which his trea- 
snres ■w'cre deposited, he abandoned the place and his 
country, carrying with him all tlie property he was 
able to convey ; and the fortress afterward capitulating, 
a great booty was divided among the captors. Such 
was the issue of the transactions relative to Benares. 

Intelligence of the Dutch war having reached India 
in August, the arrival of five of the Company’s ships 
frmn China at Port Marlborough on the coast of Su- 
matra, stinmlatcd the gentlemen of that factory to 
undertake with their assisUAce an enterprise against 
the Dutch settlements in that ishand. By little more 
than intimidation this attempt completely succeeded. 
An undertaking of greater importance was the re- 
.duction of tiic Dirtch port and fortress of Negapatam 
in the Tanjore country, which Sir Edward llughes 
had blockaded by sea, from the time of his first know- 
ledge of the rupture with Holland. ^ Sir Hector Monro 
being appointed to a^pt^jy land in conjunction with^ 
him, the troops destined for this service were landed 
at Nagorc October 21st, aijd being joined by the ma^ 
rines of' the fleet and a detachment of sailors, broke 
ground before the fort on jifovember fld. The advances 
wore so vigorous, that the place capi|;ulated on the 12th, 
Although the garrison, reinforced by some of Hyder’s 
men, much surnassed the besiegers in number. The 
result of its ca|tt:ure was the Qvacuation by Hyder’s 
ti'oops of- all the places which they held in Tanjore fhid 
its borders. 

The autumnal se^ion of parliament tras opened <m 
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November 27tli, by a speech from the throne, the km- 
guage of witich was not less detesminate than it had 
ever beeti in maintaining the uecessity of continiiing tlie 
’most vigorous exertions for the preservation of the es- 
staitial rights and permanent interests of the country. 
Very dilrerent, however, v/ere the feelings of the nation 
in general since the intelligence of Lonl Cornwallis’s* 
surrender, which was considered as decisive of the im- 
practicability of I’ecovering b/ force the American colo- 
nies ; and on the usual motion for the answering address 
in the House of Comiuoiw, Mr. Fox exerted all the 
])ower of his eloquence to prevent any pledge from 
being given for a persex'erance in so hopeless a contest, 
llis j)roposed amendment was however rejected by a 
large majority; as was likewise a siuular one moved 
in the House of Lords. The ministers on this occasion 
declared strongly that no such pledge was intended, 
and the tone of some of them was remarkably moderate. 
The change in public opinion was rendered more appa- 
rent on a motion made by Sir James Lowllier, on the day 
appointed for voting thCAnmy supplies, for a declar- 
ation against all farther attempts to reduce the Ameri- 
cans to obedience by force. After a. long debate, in 
which the nature and objects of any .future war on that 
continent were closely canvassed, the motion was ne- 
gatived by no greater majority than to 179- 

Mr. jlurke having made a motion for an enquiry into 
the confiscations and other proceedings at iSt. Eusta- 
tius. Sir George Rodney, whi) was present, •defemJed 
his conduct by an invective against the perfidy of the 
Dutch, and' their attachment to the enemies of Great 
Brita!.., and also replied to the attacks on his tnilitary 
character relative to his remaining inactive at that 
island. In his defence he was followed by his fellow- 
commander General Vaughan, and the motion was 
finally quashed on a division, ^ . 

Notice being given, by Mr. Burko/of an intention 
afler the recess to move* for a bill for regulating 
the mode of exchanging prisoners with America,, he 
took occasion to inveigh against tho cruelty, injusl4;e. 
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and impolicy of the- treatment of Mr. Laurens during 
his confinement in 'the Tower; and he delivered a 
representation and prayor from that gentleifian, ad- 
dressed to the House of Commons, written by him' 
with a black lead pencil, as he had refused the indul- 
gence lately offered him of the* use of pen and ink, 
from which he had been long debarred — with so much 
augmented acrimony had the contest with America 
been carried on near its ‘period. Some severe attacks 
on the conduct of the Admiralty were the most in- 
teresting occurrences in th& remainder of Uie session 
previous to the recess. 
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Year of George HI. 22 & 23. 
■. ■■■■■■— Parliam£:nt 2 & S. 


Parliamentary Affairs continued. — Motion to inadpate the First 
Lord of the Admiralty. — Motions against the Prosecution of the 
American War : Resolution carried against an offensive War. — Lord 
North* $ Administration dissolved. — Rockingham Ministry formed. 

— Affairs in Ireland: its Independence declared. — Reform Bills 
passed. — Resolution concerning the Middlesex Election expunged. 

* — Mr. Pitt's Motion on the State of Parliamentary Representation, 

— Death of the Marquis of Rockingham and subsequent Changes : 
Shelburne Ministry . — Reports of East India Committees.-^ West 
India Transactions. — St. Christopher* s taken by De BouilU . — 
Danger of Jamaica. — Rodney* s Victory over De Grasse. ^Baha* 
mas taken by the Spaniards.^ Dutch Settlements on the African 
Coast reduced. — French Exjfedition against Hudson* s^Bay. — - 
Actioris in the Bay of Honduras. — Fort St. Philip in Minorca 
taken. — Success of Admiral Barrington against a French Convoy. 

— Neicfowidland and Quebec Fleets captured by the French. — Loss 
of the Royal George . — Disasters of the Fleet from the West Indies 
vsith the 'Ville De Parjs, Sfc. — Siege of Gibraltar : Destruction of^ 
the Floating Batteries. — Lord Howe's Relief of Gibraltar. — F*ast 
Indies. — Trincomalee taken from the Dutch. — Action between Sir 
Edward Hughes and Siffrein. — Tellicherry taken by the English. 

— Colonel Braithwaite* s Detachment dcstroyedy and Cuddalore taken 
by the French . — Other Actions bdlweqn Hughes and*SuffrcirA — 
D( feat of Hy derby Sir Eyre Coote. — Suffrein recovers Trincomalee. 
Actions on the Malabar Coast. — De^th of Hyder and Succession of 
Tipp oo. — Visit of the Pope to the Emperor at Vienna. — Inquisition 
abd died in Tuscany.— Confiagrations at Constantinople. — Pro^ 
visi mal Articles of Peace between England and America signed at 
Paris, — Winter Session of Parliament opened. — King*s Speech. 

*1 HE first business brought, before ythe House of 
Commons after the Christmas recess, ^was an enquiry 
into the* conduct of the first lord of the Admiralty, 
•opened by Mr. Fox in a motion, January 23d, for a 
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committee to be appointed for that purpose. The 
motion being assented to, Mr. Fox, on February 7th, 
having stated at length what he represented as pistances 
of gross and criminal neglect in that nobleman, inoveyl 
for the resolution “that there has been gross mismanage- 
ment in the administration of the naval affairs of Great 
Britain during the course of the year 1781.” The de- 
fence of the Earl of Sandwich was undertaken by Lord 
Mulgrave, who endeavoured to refute all the particular 
charges adduced. Lord* Howe supported the accusa- 
tions ; and after a long debate, a division took place, in 
which the motion was negatived by 205 against 188. 
The same question being brought afterwards before the 
house, it was rejected by 236 against 217 . 

The time now arrived in which the sense of the public 
with respect to the continuance of the American war 
was to be rendered so apparent, that no secret wish for 
a farther prosecution ol‘ it should induce the ministers 
to take any measures for retarding a final agreemerU. 
On February 22d, General Conway moved in the House 
of Commons that an address ,sliou Id be presented to his 
Majesty, imploring him toTisten to the advice of his 
commons, that the war in America might be no longer 
pursued for the impracticable purpose of reducing the 
inhabitants of that' country to' obedience by flncc, and 
• to express their hopes tliata happy •reconciliation might 
be.eftected with the revolted colonies. A long debate 
ensued, in which the ministers continued to speak on 
the subjcft in a vague aqd indeterminate manner. On 
the division, the numbers were, for the address 193, 
against it 194. A miiysterial victory by one vote was 
not likqly to deter the opposition from pursuing 'their 
point j and on February 27th General Conway moved a 
resolution similar tolhat wmich had been rejected before 
the recess, and containing a? declaration against an 
offensive rear with America. An attempt was made 
by tltfgattorney^neral to'elude the motion by moving 
au-i^^urnment (rf the debate, f^'hich was negatived by 
votes against 215, after which, the original motion, 
and an address to the king formed upon the resdlution,' 
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were carried without a divisiotn .His Majesty's answer 
reported to t!ie house was to the effect that such mea- 
sures should be taken as should ’appear to him most 
.conducive to the restoration of harmony between Great 
BHtain and the revolted colonies ; and that his efforts 
should be directed in tlie most effectual manner against 
our European enemies, until a peace should be procured 
consistent with the interest and welfare of these king- 
doms. For this answer the ^hanks of the house were 
unanimously voted; after which. General Conway 
moved a resolution that the house would consider as 
enemies to his Majesty and the country all who should 
advise or attempt the prosecution of offensive war in 
North America, wliich passed without a di\ision. 

It was now expected that the prime-minister, conform- 
ably to the manly language he had held in the debate, 
would have resigned a post in which he was no longer 
supported by the oonfiileuce of parliament ; but some 
secret reasons induced him still to linger in his seat, 
and he even defeated by small majorities some motions 
of opposition members for strong .censures on the past 
conduct of the administration. At length, a renewed 
motion of this kind, being brought forwards. Lord 
North rose and declared that the administration was no 
more ; and in order to give time tojf the new arrange- 
ment whicli his Miyesty had determined to make, he» 
moved an adjournmeiit, which was agreed to. 

Jn the administi'ation now formed, under the au- 
spices of the Marquis of Kockingiiam, that nobleman 
took the ])ost of first lord of tTie^trcasuiy ; th*e eaiVof 
Shelburne and Mr. Fox were secretaries of state; Lord 
Cain<ii.n, president of the council ; the Duke of (^raflon, 
lord ].') ivy-seal ; Lord John Cavendish, chancellor of the 
exchequer ; Admiral Keppef (created a viscount), first 
lord of the admiralty ; General Conway, commander in 
chief of the forces ; the Duke of Richmond, master- 
general of the ordnance ; the «Duke of Portland, lord 
heutenant gf Ireland. » LordThurlow was continued 
in the office of lord-chanceflor. This mrangement w«8> 
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announced to pslrllahaent, which further adjourned for 
thfe KftSfttsr' hyiklays, ^ ‘ ^ 3* 

On, A’fnrtT 8lh, Mr. Eden, ‘Seniretary to Lord(€8i%Ble 
in hia twe-royalty of IreliCnd, having just aiiived froi^< 
that country with his 'lordship’s resignation, moved in 
the House of Commons for leav# to bring in a hill for 
the repeal of that clause in the act of George I. which 
asserted a right in the parliament of Great Britain to 
make laws binding upon the kingdom of Ireland* The 
precipitation witli which so important a matter was in- 
traduced without any communication with tJie ministers 
was much censured ; and the mover being with diffi-f 
culty induced to withdraw his motion, Mr. Eoic, on riie 
following day, brought a message from tlic king, in- 
forming the house, that discontents and jealousies pre- 
vailing amongst his subjects in Ireland' respecting mat- 
ters of great moment, he recommended to it to take them 
into serious consideration, in order that a final adjust- 
ment might be made which should prove satisfactory to 
both kingdoms. A similar message was delivered to 
the House of Lords, and correspondent addresses were 
voted by both houses. A message to the same purpose 
being transmitted to the Irish House of Commons, Mr. 
Gi-attan moved an address which, after an explicit de- 
claration of the independent rights of Ireland, proceeded 
• to state the causes of the subsisting iliscontenta, namely, 
the act of George I. above-mentioned, the ])OV er of 
suppressing or altering bills, lodged in the privy-coun- 
cil, and t)ie peipetual mjitiny bill. On the gi’ound of 
this address, the secretaries of state on May 17th moved 
in each house of parliament the ref 3 a! of the obnoxious 
ftct,'to which, in the Housefof Commons, was added the 
motion for a resolution declaring the necessity of es- 
< tablishing a firm and solid connexion between the two 
eoantris^ hy the consent of both • Which motions passed 
without opposition* The -Irish imriiament being in- 
^brifiOd-by the ^tke of'Portland ofthe steps that bad 
’HOelf^t^^n by the Brirish legislkturc, and of the farther 

preventing the suppresstou 
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or alteration of bills in the privy*councU, and for limit* 
ing the duration of the mutiny act to two years, tlut 
pwliom^nt voted a second adiu'esi to his Majesty, ex- 
.prestiog* their perfect satisfaction with the measures 
plbposed; and they farther testified their gratitude by 
voting 100,0001 fbr the raising of ^,000 Insh seamen. 
They also voted 5Qfi6oi. for the purchase of an'estate 
to be settled on Mr. Grattan, ** as a testimony of theii' 
gratitude for the unequalled benefits conferred by him 
on that kingdom.** 

The temper of the new ministiy was shown by the 
introduction of several bills fbr promoting economy and 
reform, which had failed in the late administration. 
Those for disqualifying revenue officers from voting in 
elections for members of parliament, and for rendering 
contractora inwpable of a seat in the House of Commons, 
passed through both houses, and received the royal 
assent. Mr. Burkc*s plan of reform in the civil list ex- 
penditure was again brought before parliament, intro- 
duced by a recommendation from the King, expr^sed 
in the most gracious and popular language. In conse- 
quence, a committee of thd House of Commons was ap- 
pointed to take the matter into consideration, and a 
bill was firamed which went to the abolition of a num- 
ber of offices usuallpr held by members of parliament, 
and the salaries which amounted to more that\ 
7^,0001 It beingpwiected that this bill was not so ex- < 
tensive as the original plan, Mr. Burke gave reasons fbr 
the omissioncb which hadbeen^made, either from a com- 
pliance with the opinions of others, or from a matdrer 
eonsideratioh of the particular cases. He ^splayed his 
personal efisintmostedness by a bill for the regujation of 
his own (^ce» tbyat of paymaster of the forces, the prin- 
cipal object of which was td prevent the accumulaticm. 
of a}qrtMidance< in the hands of the paymaster, which 
had ^ea amounted to an enormous sum. 

Mr. Wilkes took advantage of change ia tbp 
times by a motion fic>r axpunging tile resolutaoa 
house in 17 ^ idlative to tife Middlesex itiectig%ipj^ 
was now carried by the m^rity of 115 to Mr. 
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Fox.^nd North hojJi spoke and voted against the 
motion. ’ \ ' - ' ' 

Mr, Jfttt, who be^n’his political career with the'kr- 
dour f5?r melioration c/uracteristic of ingenuoa's yoUth, 
brought again befbre the H(!|use of Commons the topic 
of rerojtn in the cohstitution^h^parliament ; and desifphs 
of avoiding the (^idlpulties , Which have alwaw occurred 
in procuring agreement ^ spedlS^ propositibns, he 
moved. May 7th, ** Thaf.a comniitteebe appointed to 
enquire into the state of the representation in parlia- 
ment, and to report to the House their' sentiments 
thereon.” point was ably debated, bdt on a* divi- 
sion, the motim was rejected by l6l Votes tC' 1^1. ' 
Tlie new niinistry were still engaged id their jilans 
of improvement and correction, and k ntthibbr df reso- 
lutions had passed to bind parliament to an 'ea^ly' con- 
sideration in the next sessions of various specified 8ub•^. 
jects, which there was not time at present to discuss, 
when it received a fatal blow by the death of the Mar- 
quis^^ j^ockingham oh July 1st. This event Was im- 
meamfely succeeded by the appointment of the £arl of 
Shelburne to his vacant plaCe* at the he^d of the trea** 
sury ; and this was followed by the resignatidn of Some 
of the most distinguished persons in the administration, 
among whom were 'the Duke of Portland, Lord John 
Cavendish, Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, Lord Althoipe, and 
Mr. J. Townshend. In the new arran^ment, Mr. Pitt was 
n^ade Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. T. Townshend 
and Lord prantham secrqjtaries of state, and the Earl of 
Temple l^prd Lieutenant of Ireland,, besides several 
n^i^^^^anges. Such a sudden knd*ya^cal alteration 
in'|tp^^me of ministry, necessaril^iad^oned ihuch 
specumnon in the public as to its. Causes^ ; and the con- 
I respecting it iri botif dPpdrliament 

fci^y oratided i^ricirfjv ' IP’^aW^r^^ ilfat 
i fiad existed iShlne cabinet 

, T F<«5ffiiea 

jl^<^i±ad(^ ahcHK; 
pel^iVWttf 

. ,f’afelared,«if> 
hieasurCs w^ Vidf 
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adopted, and that being out-voted on that occasion; he 
had dfiteroiined no longed to act in ^ situation in iv|)ich 
he coukl not act without' renouncing liis prin<^iples. 
‘i«ord John Cavendish made^a declaration to the same 
effect. On the other hand,, Lord jShelbume declared it 
as his opinion, that there was no other cause tbr the 
secession of Mr. Fox;, than that his Majesty had been 
pleased to appoint him (Xx>rd Shelburne) first lord of the 
treasury. The conversation fn the House of Commons 
on this topic came on during a debate relative to a 
pension granted to Colonel mrrd, which was severely 
refiected on by a member of the old administration. 

During the whole of this session of parliament the 
two committees on East India affidrs in the House 
of Commons sat with unremitting diligence, and drew 
up e^xtremely voluminous and able reports on the mat- 
tersunder their investigation. The secret committee, 
of which the Lord Advocate of Scotland was chairman, 
moved no fewer than 111 resolutions, some of which 
severely censured the conduct of certain individuals, 
and a bill of pains and penalties was brought in against 
Messrs. Rumbold, IVliitehill, and Perring. The select 
committee strongly inculpated Mr. Sullivan, and moved 
an address to the King for the recall of Sir Elijah 
Impey, who had been {^pointed by Mr. Hastings to^ 
an office held at the pleasure of the governor-general,* 
contrary to the intent of an act of parliament. 

The prorogation of parliament took place on 
Juty lltn. * ^ • • 

The West Indies were in this year the theatrd of 
much active warfare. In Januaiy the settlements of 
Demaiary and Esse^uibo were retaken by the French, 
and testored to Holland. • 

In the a$me month, the Marqmis de BouiU6kndea a 
force of dOOO men umm St. (Jhristonlier*s, sut^^d 


by Em Gra^e yuth 32 shms of the line. Genem 
fraimr with a gan^on. of men r^f&ed ro t'hey» 
mofit inancessibm post of*3rim8tone-h|M, wfdch'w^ 
clofely invested hy the French, the Englishri^of 
9St ships of the line was- then at Barhadoes, 
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by Sir ‘Samuel Hood, ^ho, though so ttiuch lufernir in 
force,' resolved to make an-attempt for the re^f^iof 
St. Christf^her’s. By a skilful manoeuvre he^gaified 
possession of the enemy*^ anchoring ground, whmrp 
he repulsed two severe attacks from De Grasse. An 
attempt was afterwards made to succour the garrismi on 
firimstone>hill, by landing General Prescot with a body 
of men upon the island ; but this proved ineftl'ctual, and 
tlie fortress with the wholeislmid capitulated on February 
13th, on favoutable conditions. The English fleet slipt 
its cables and put to sea } and the islands of Nevis and 
Montserrat followed the fate of St. Christopher’s. 

Jamaica now appeared to be brought into greater 
danger than ever, for whilst De Grasse was riding 
superior among these islands, the Spaniards were in 
great strength at Cuba and Hispaniola ; and the fleets 
of the two nations if combined would have consisted" 
of 60 sliips of the line, while their land forces would 
have constituted a powerful aimy. In this state of 
tilings, Sir George Rodney arrived at Barbadoes on 
February 19th with 12 sail olf the line, and made a junc- 
tion with Sir S. Hood’s squadron. lie was soon after 
reinforced by three ships of the line from England, and 
his fleet now consisted of 36 of the line. It was 
fortunate that Guichen’s squadron, which had been 
‘encountered- by Kempenfelt, was Afterwards so much 
shattered by storms, that only two men of war with a 
few vessels of the convoy could reach the West Indies, 
thn remainder being obkged to put back to France. 
Rodney, after being dlssappointed in an attempt to in- 
tercept a French convw, ^ut into Jl Lucia ; while De 
Grasse was lying at Martinique with 34 ships of the 
line, ihis object being to avoid an engagement till he 
had' made a junction with the Spaniards. For that 
pttflpeAe he sailed from Port Royal bay on April 6tb, 
witauft'<great convoy, keeping close imder the islands. 
InteUigknce of tlds movement 'i^eing directly conveyed 
to the JSnglish admiral, a pursuit was instantly begun, 
and (mh/fliiets were in sight of each other Ddminica ^ 
on that night An action in which the van chiefly" 



I 78 ‘ 2 . 


ANNALS OF OEOaOfi III. 


309 


o£jfch& »£ng]tsh< fleet withithe.ms^iiddy'of 

thd French, took place oo the nexf^ day, hnfl two french 
ships Miere so nurch 'disablei^ thal^ltheyVere obliged to 
‘ guit the fleet and put .iitfo Guadaloupe : some of the 
English ships ^‘siifl^red gr&ttly, but stitl ’kept in the 

line.'--. ‘ • . ’.I. I ' V 

'On the ^ll thi the French ' fleet had gained such a dis- 
tance that its body only< cotfldibe ^sOried from the 
mast heads (^ the.Eoglish centre, when two of their 
“ damaged ships were observed to Adi ofi* from the rest 
to leeward. The pursuit now became so vigorous 
that th^ would necessarily have been cut off, had 
not De wasse bmriie down with his whole fleet to their 
rescue. ' The result was to bring oii that general engage- 
ment which ihad been the object of the i&iglish com- 
mander, and it commenced about seven o'clock on the 
TolTowing morning, April IStli. In this action, which 
continued till sun-set, Rodney was the first' who pra;e^ 
tised’ the manoeuvre, since attmided with such signed 
suceessi^^ of breaking the enemy’s line. The ^ most 
determined courage was* (displayed on both'SideSi};anfl 
it was not till the crew of pe Grasse’s ship, tlie Ville 
do Paris of 1 guns, had suflered prodigidiis 'carn^e 
from' several successive antagonists:, that . he' struck hiS- 
flag to Sir Samuels Good in the. Barflenr. With-iieir 
were taken four* others of th^. line, one of whicli ^ 
afterwards blew up } and one tnore! was.^nlc by a 
single broadside in the engagement. . Not a ship was 
lost in the English fleet, and«tts whole loss.of men was 
eomputecLfj^be . less than diat .boaddetlie ysfl^^ode 
Paris •idoner; <Qf the vanquished ships^’somi^AweSq scati- 
tered, bat the’ greater part, Undjer jPaqgmnville'vaiul 
VnUcbe^, bpm.wway-m a body;for<St.iF)piniBg6., -lii 
tbC’ pciiibuiti 'SmrfSi^uel' liood’s.idivisionw’i aA^isdme 
rbys^isufle up wiifli ai^^b^itured tiird.'shins of thejlinq 
aai^^dwo. fbi^Ue&noci^ fmm passage / Thieidecikijw 
vicimy put. an >en^fta;|dkthe;proje(^agamsft<j;^ 
andvAdini'raL.iRo(ibey,j'fa^r epjoyi^' rast.'-jUidn]^ it 
thattidhUKUas itskfetviibuz^ tetiKneudb ItoglatiikiHdilk'^bi 
'whsiiewardedby4i)pkerage.i^x>u'v<9 jdjjiu lejfe. 
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In North Amorica, armies on both sides being 
nearly balanced in strength* remained almost inactive 
in apid about New York and the intelligencq of the 
resolutions in parliament against offensive war farthe/ 
confirmed this disposition. 

Some enterprizes upon a sma}l.scale fill up the his- 
tbry of the trans-Atlantic warfare of this year. 

In May, the governor of Cuba, with an armament 
of much greater force than the occasion required, 
undertook an expedition against the Bahama islands, 
the whole military defence of which consisted of a/ew 
invalids under Governor Maxwell at the town of l^o- 
videnoe. Besistance being hopeless, a capitulation was 
obtained on honourable conditions, and that group of 
islands passed under the dominion of Spain. 

To the losses already sustained by the tlutch, was 
added that of their settlements on we African cdastT 
which were reduced chiefly by an inconsiderable naval 
force under Captain Shirley of the Leanderf. Their 
pj^ewal fort, named Commenda, was carried by some 
land fi»H:es of the African company, assisted by a de- 
tachment of sailors from the Argo frigate. 

A French squadron under M. de la Perouse, con- 
sisting (ff'a 74 gun. ship and two frigates, with soldiers 
and artHlery on board, sailed from Cape Prangois on 
'May 31st, against the settlements* and possessions of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. Th^ did not arrive at 
the entrance of Hudson’s Bay till July 17^1, and j^vep 
at .that season, experienced great dimculties in Uieir 
advance on account oi the ice. At Jipngth, on August 
3th* they arrived at Fort ^Prince upon the 

^ueclifil river, which being like the other forts of the 
Gon^any, httie mcge than strong ^mtories, with no 
other garnsnn than clerks and ^tor^eepers, not the least 
' was atteiUpted. invaders hadno other 

g /naking the conquest of rids and the other 
trhat arose frbnif the^proach ; and having 
and destroyed all tpe buildings, with the 
of one magazine,, whicb the iCQBpitf^fiadier 
eft furnished with provisions and stores for 
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the winter sttSt^nRtice c€ the who kbd^Ackl to 

the wbode, they returned at the i^e of Auguit.'' ?wo 
of the Company's ships and, a aiiwp had the good for- 
tune to escape. > ‘ 

The recovery of Fort Omda, and the fhilure of an 
expedition from Jamaica to the liver St. Jtian^on the 
Spanish main, had caused the Spaniards to press closely 
upon the British settlers and the Indians in the bay of 
, . Honduras, and on the Motfquito shore, and they had 
possessed themselves of Fort Dalling on Cape river, 
and of othef posts in that country. A plan being 
fbnned for theit expulsion. Captain Campbell at the 
head of a body of negroes, after several other successes 
against them during this summer, carried Fort Dalling 
in a nocturr^l assault. ■ A small army was afterwards 
formed of shore-men, Indians, and American rangers, 
who, appointing Lieutenant-Colonel Despard their com- 
mander, marched to attack the Spaniards in their pbsts 
at Black tiVer, consisting of 7 or 800 men. 'l^ese 
were Soon brought to a surrender, and the forts with a 
considerable booty werethe prize of the victors. 

The siege of Fort St. Philip in Minorca rendered 
memoi'able by the gallantry of its defenders, under 
the pressure of a scorbutic malady, which at length 
diminished their originally insufficient numbers, to a 
remnant incapable of manning the works, terminated^ 
on February 5th by a capitulation, W whidi the gar- 
rison was made prisoners of war. They were, how- 
ever, treated with the most*hiimane sympathy bjs the 
victors, whose admiration they had strimgly excited. 

'The home fleet of Great Britain, mfudh mf^or to 
tiie united force of its enemies, was obligefi in this 
year t0 act Chiefly on the defensive, yet ti^e ^terprize 
of its CcMmanders fbund occasions mf spirited service. 
In AprU^ Admiral B^wrington sailed with 13 i^ps of 
the line fbr the Bay Of Biscay, whet«i on the Sfnb^he 
gave chace'to a fleet laden with warlike stofes^tand 
conveying a' eoiisidefhble body of troops for ihe’Snf^ly 
of thb French in the East Inmess under the pxdh^on 
of two men of war of the line,* a large snip'nrbipd 
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enjlutet and a frigate. The result was the capture 
of the F^use Man* of war, and the ship en^fi^tef 
and about 12 of the convoy, with several hundred isol. 
diers, and many valuable stores. ' 

In* May, intelligenjco having been received, that^the 
Dutch'were preparing to come out of the Texel with all 
their force in order to conviy a fleet of mercliantmen, 
and afterwards to join tlie French and Spanish fleets, 
Lord Howe was dispatched with 12 sail of the line 
to intercept them. Tlie Dutch had already set sail ; 
but so low was at that time *their spirit of enterpriEe, 
that they returned to the Texel ; and Lord Howe, 
after cruizing upon their coast for a month, finding his 
men become sickly, and the Dutch lying quiet, re* 
turned to port. 

Dc Guichen, in the beginning of June, sailed f^Om 
Cadiz with Don Cordova, and a combined fleet of 
25 ediips of the line, and proceeding northwards, fell in 
with tlie outward-bound NewfbuniUand and Chiebec 
fleets, of which he captured 18, the armed vessels who 
were their convoy escaping^ * ^ing afterwards joined 
by the Brest fleet, they rode masters of the sea from 
the Straits month to Ushant. Great apprehension 
being excited for <the homeward Jamaica fleet, con- 
voyed by only three men of war under Sir Peter 
Parker ^ Lord Howe sailed early in July, with Admirals 
Barrin^on, Ross, and Kempenfelt, to afford them 
assistance, having only 22 sad of the dine, while the 
coinbined*fleet were ip the chops of the channel, with 
m^e than double that force. By sktlfrd management 
hbn^ver, thw whole convoy was broH^t in Siuei,<mni 
the'fl60{'i)^mied'to Portsmouth, '/It Was there th&t 
methtforable disaster happened ta the finest 'shq> in 
lilier‘Bi^thfh<<’ftavy;i«‘ As the Royal Qeesge of lOB guns 
a'sf^t careen a|t 'anchor, with her oom- 
tftaBd||||[mhitird Kemp^ifidt, her officers and orew\<m 
a' nuniber of women and children from 
ilfejiiwraiig laid somewhat On ohe» side to pxamine her 
a* sudden squaR threw heir pfiTthe balance, 
an^er ports beingt^opdn,ishe took insdmhch water. 



1782. 


ANNALS OF GEORGE III. 


313 


that she instantly went to the bot(!bin, wh^x ^ -iMviKK) 
peojsle. The loss of so man^ tiv«ii.wn8jag^vat4n by 
that oft the admiral, one <4 the braVest t sMld/'i&bAest 
‘ commanders in the service. ' ». 'ow , 

A 'skill heavier calamity befel a portion of th^^ritish 
navy 'in the couihe' of this year. Near,,thie|Clo^ef July, 
Admiral Graves took his departure from Jamaica, wim 
seven shtpsfof the line, and about lOQ sail of merchant- 
. . men. Part of the convoy b^g bOuiM^r York, 
the fleet took « more northerfy^ course thmx usual, 
which probably brought them into worse weather than 
th^ wonlAhtherwise have e^erienced } several of tlie 
men of war, likewise, were Prench priaes taken in the 
battle of April 12th, and the damages they sustained 
had been only imperfectly repaired. On September 
a heavy gale came on, in whidi the Caton and 
a frigate became leaky, and were sent to Halifax. 
On the l6tb, the fleet being off the banks of New- 
foundiand, a storm of uncommon violence oceurred 
which lasted through the night, and was succeeded, by 
a sudden muall in an opposite direction, the joint e£^t 
of which, brought the fleet into the most distressed 
condition.. The RamiUies, the Admiral’s ship, suflered 
so much, that it being impossible •any longer to keep 
her above water, she was set on fire on the 21st, a^r 
the otew Ixad been shifted to tlie merchantmen whicK^ 
still k^tioom^ny; • The Centaur, Ot^ptain Inglefield, 
was ke^ from sinking till the 23d, when ehe waa alone 
in tlie midst of the Atlantic.* ^ng now ^t on vthe 
point of .going down, the captain and’teU'Of tlie crew 
got into mepinnae^ and determined to jtake a wretched 
dianoeiftrr life. < > With difficulty they puabed tQlear>ii)f* 
the sh^ and odmiBittiiig tJiemsdves to fh^»iKide.<ipd 
steem^ ocean, 'wethkiD other, sail thmk.a'blaitd^'jwiiih 
a Mnserabfe,pittanbe>of ^ovimen, t{ind.^oiy thlofiekiaf^ 
ing^ after l& days of atiug^ea^iddcb 
deHveranceron^ of jtfae''nK>st renterbable 
tile kind upon record, they all aivictd aafiiijl 
haibour of < I^e.ftte.of tl^Ufile da iBttjri|a\|he 
prideof the French navy,* and *<d‘. the 'English vidtOcy, 
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was only known from one man who was taken uj) at 
sea floating on a piece of wreck, and who coiild just 
recollect his quitting her ^s she was going to pieces, 
and also that he had seen another prize, l^he Glorleux, 
founder on the preceding day. The fortune of the 
Hectoi’ was in some respects still more calamitous, since 
in a most distressed condition, she was attacked by two 
French frigates, and had ipany of her crew killed and 
wounded, 't^e a^sailan^ failed in an attenipt to board 
the Hector, tend at length quitted her, but in a state 
which exposed the remainefer to dfeadfu! sufferings 
from &tigae and want. In fine, the ,suridvors wpre 
taken on board a ship bound to Net^f6unt(l9nd, leaving 
the vessel to founder. Such was the en'd of five out of 
the seven men of war in this unfortUriate fleet ; many 
merchantmen also perished, but their number botp a 
small proportion to the loss in the former class. 

The most interesting scene of military action which 
the present year afforded was the siege of Gibraltar. 
Although there was scarcely any sacrifice which the 
court of Spain was not ready, fo make for the possession 
of this ibrtress, and each year of the siege had aug- 
mented the assailing force, and the annoyaheO offered 
to the town and garrison, yet no real advance had been 
made towards ovei^owering the terrific defences of the 
, place } and a formidable saliy directed by the active and 
vigilant commander, General Elliot, at the close of 
the preceding November, had spread ruin through the 
nearest works Of the Jiie^egcrs. ft was now resolved 
to ihakc trial of the utmost that foece and skill could 
effect in vanquishing the impediments that both nature 
and art had lavished to render Gibraltar impregnable. 
The uM o£ twelke tbonsand FrenOh troops was procured 
to dijB^ a 'spirit of enterprise in the S^tfnnih artiy. 

command was cotifWrreff on me conqueror 
of j^(j|[|Rihilip, the l>qke dOCrillon ; and the man of 
attM|flp confided to the Chevsdi^ d*!ArcOn, a French 
l^lflPr'Ofhigbireptttation.*' The preparations by land 
fhjHliiier were prodigioas, and the accuniulation Of ar- 
tSPlP and wailiKe materials of every kind was beyond 
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all former example. VolunteersT and spectators of the 
first rank assembled from almost .every part of Europe 
to witness and assist in the expected conflict ; and at the 
■ head m the list were two French princes of the blood, 
the Count f;|ie Duke de Bourbon. The 

grand project of d*iyconwas founded on the construc- 
tion of floating batteries so contrived that they could bh 
neither wnk nor set on fllre $ fpr this eflect, besides 
having timbers of extraordinary thickhess, they were 
fortifled on the exposed side with a wall of cork and 
soaked tunber, between the layers q£ which wet sand 
was interposed* while a circulation of water was pro- 
vided throngh the whole mass. The vessels thus fitted 
up were ten ^ps £ix>m 600 to 1400 tons burden, cut 
down to the requisite height for the intended supers 
structure, and furnished with new brass cannon of great 
^ight. At the same time new and powerful batteries 
were opened on the land side, and a fleet of 48 sail of 
the line, with many smaller vessels, was brought to 
co-operate. 

In the morning of September ISth, the ten battering 
ships were skilfully moored in a line from the old to the 
new mole at about 900 yards distance from tiie rock of 
Gibraltar, and a cannonade and boqabardment from all 

S uarters of the attack and defence, more tremendous 
lan imagination (!an conceive, instantly commenced* 
The Are of the floating batteries equalled, all that could * 
have been expected from it, and for many hours was 
maintained without intermission, whilst the contrivaqces 
for their protection seemed fuUy to answer their pur- 
pose. £|Ut the showers of red-hot shot from the for- 
tress wqte at length not to be resisted by any efforts of 
human ^rt. Smoke began to appear from admiral’s 
ship soon in the, afternoon, and gradually the restof tHe 
line BxhiUted the same alumiug sjrmptqm. Copfusion 
and distress hourly augmented, mppes brnlcG out flromi 
stem to stern and, i^^to d^dl on aapene which w(^ 
afford scope for a murattvi of tragical grandeur i^pd 
to the poet or oraf^r, au^ vpssels in succ^shsyijGsw 
up, and not a vestige was left on' ^fae following Qij|r.of 
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an apparatus of war i6o novel and formid^blo. tXhe 
number of ,in^ lost .on this occasion must ’have been 
very considerable, notwithstanding the efforts nmde not 
only by the Spaniards, but'after the a6^r was aeckle4« 
by their generous Ibc, to save the men crying for heJp 
from the midst of the flames. Of 4:hese, near 400 were 
bibought away by the English gun-boats under the di- 
rection of Captain Cuitis. The loss in tlie garrison 
upon this day of peril was very moderate; and the 
damage sustained by the works was not such as to 
afford any cause of appichenaion for future security. 

The only remaining chance for the reduction of 
Gibraltar was the prevention of that annual relief ii'om 
England which was necessary for the health and suste- 
nance of the garrison ; and the vast naval force collected 
for this purpose was thought fully equal to the objqpjt. 
Thq attempt, however, was resolved upon; andhi^tsl^ 
affords few examples of national magnanimity superior 
to tluit now exhibited by Great Britain, which, coning 
in the skill and courage of its navy, collected the ^ple 
force remaining for the defepee of its coasts, an^ 
it ibr the succour of a distant fortress, with tlie cer^iiity 
of having to confront a hostile fleet at least one-iburtli 
superior in strength, on its own seas. Lord Howe, with 
34 ships of tlie line, several frigates and fire-ships, and 
2i fleet of store-ships with troops on 'bc^d, sailra from 
Fortsmouth in September, and after encountering much 
unfavourable weather, entered tlie mouth pf.the iitraits 
of Gibraltar on October Idtb. A stomi on die preced- 
ing night had thrown \he combined ^cet at A%eziraa 
intq great confusion, so tha| an opp^rf^ity waa oflE^ed 
tp,the ^toro-shipa of running in to iho.port of Gibraltar 
witl^t gp 9 \e 8 | 4 tiQnM, Of tjbus, however, but a smell num- 
ber cp/i^iya^thieinselyes : the rest were driveo/thitough 
Mediterranean, pnd were followed by 
Lqrd ||| 9 ive. i t combined fleqt'Sailed from Algerims 

entering .th|.,Mediterm»eaiV bore 
4 <m npifiljer of 42,sipj^ le^ilbpJine* ,to Eng- 
oo^K.iof sail, .dr«vw i«*;tftj*eceive»th?i»* 
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shore j and Lord Howe being enabled by a favourable 
Wind to retnm %) the'^tmitsi^emploted hiihself in send- 
ing in'^he BtOrO Vessels^’ aijd'laiwfing ‘the supplies of 
tro(^ rorthe gto’isdn. On iHe he repassed the 
st!rait3rf(dlowod by the enemy ; and' on tH^ next day a 
partial action was brought on, in which th^ made an at- 
tempt to cut off a part of tlie British rear. This being 
frustrated, and battle fairly offered by Lord Howe, but 
^refused, he pursued his way to England, having with 
'admirable seamanship perfonned the arduous task as- 
signed to him. ^ • 

The East Ind^s were a scene of busy action in this 
year. Towards the close of the preceding year, Sir 
Edward Hughes sailed upon an expedition against the 
Dutch settlement of Trincomalee in the Island of Cey- 
lon, and on Januaiy ^th anchored in its bay, bringing 
with him, besides the marine forces, about 500 volun- 
teer sepoys, and a company of artillery. The troops 
immediately on landing pusned on to Trincomalee Eort, 
which they carried with little resistance ; and the prin- 
cipal defence, Fort Ostenbnrg, being held out by the 
commander, it was stormed and taken on the 11th, on 
which occasion the victors honoured themselves by their 
clemency towards the prostrate foe* The line harbour 
of this place rendered it a very valuable capture.' 

M. do Suftrein, ’ after he had left some Fi-ench , 
troops to strengthen the garrison of the Cape of Good 
Hope, jiroceeded to Mauritius, where he made a junc- 
tion with the squadron of M. d’Qrves. The united fleet, 
consisting of 10 sail of the line, a SO gun ship, ' dnd 
se^’cral laige frigates, then sailed for the coast or Coro- 
mandel,' accompanied by a number of ;8toie-^ip9 ^nd 
transpi^ts, with a considerable body '6i*‘'Ialid 'frlf<i^. 
The news of their arrival reached’ -Sir 
February' 8th in Madras roads^ n^hkheir fehafr ^United 
from 'IVincomalee with' only sik’isidl^'d/ th^' littls 
waa'however joinfed’ oqf 'the* /bUtrtrin^'day'dy* 

^ms with his own and^mUither Ship'^thb li^^^ 

SO gun ship,' anbthisr oF^he same force havingxi^^/t^- 
’natefy' fallen into the pbwer'of 
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passage from the Capk On the 15th the -Prendi ap- 
peared in sight, and after some manoeuvres darillig two 
ways, a partial action was (wrought on, in which ,s(>me of 
the English ships, being engaged with a superior num- 
ber of the enemy, suffered great damage. Sir E. Hushes 
then repaired to Trincomalee to Tefit, and about the 
middle of March returned to Madras. 

While this was passing at sea. Major Abingdon, ar- 
riving from Bombay, with % considerable reinforcement,^ 
at Tellicherry, which continued to be investe4 by” 
Hyder*s troops, resolved up«n an attempt to dislodge 
them. V , ' 

Having taken to his assistance a part of the garrison, 
he surprised and carried their forts in the morning of 
January 8th, and pushing his success, stormed their forti- 
fied camp, and completely routed their main body. A 
great spoil was the fruit of victory ; and the coasl 
for some miles on each side of Tellicherry was entirely 
cleared of the enemy. This blow inflicted upon Hyder 
was, however, more than retaliated shortly after. 
Colonel Bi'aithwaite was lying on the banks of the 
Coleroon, a river which forms the northern boundary 
of Tanjore, with a detachment consisting of SOOO Sepoy 
infantry and 250 cavalry, with some field pieces. On 
February 16. Tippoo Saib with 20,000 native troops and 
,^00 French under M. Lally, having suddenly sur- 
rounded the English force, began an attack which was 
gallantly resisted for two days, but terminated on the 
thud, with the slaught^ of captivity of the Whole. This 
success was followed by the siege of Ciiddalore by a 
boj^ of French from Pondicherry, joined by some of 
trppps, which place capitulated on Ajiril Sth. 
fhea^vitneeA PermacbH; of which they 
1 ^ ,inj^"^|^ewi^iyes masters. | 

( ^^V^cui^g ^ I'riiicomalee, and ftie protection of 
a^i^bp^d^'^tiypy, recalf^ l^ E. Hughes to Ceylim, 
ihitht^ bew^fjoitied by^twd meh'Of 
h^wk^ 4 tedio<^.pai^|pe flrotti En^apd^. 
thaf Vi^^cldy. ,8ol6nift:^, . 
Sram^^s ihi&t aj^peared Ih '^d 
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tl^e English squadron to the coast of C^lon, gained 
the. wind as the latter was steering for Trincomalee. 
On April 12th Sir E. Hughes, foir&ing his line of battle 
. a-hca4 Vas attacked by SufD'ein, and a very severe cn- 
g^emi^t ensued, which ended in [)oth fleets drawing 
on to refit. They continued for several days jn this 
position, when on the* 19th the French bore down as if 
with an intent to renew the combat j but when arrived 
within two miles of their adversaries, they suddenly 
* tacked, and by evening were entirely out of sight. 
Hughes then proceeded to Trincomalee, having sus- 
tained a loss of iSy killea and 430 wounded, a great 
share of which fell upon the Monmouth, which was 
almost entirely disabled. The French acknowledged 
to a somewhat inferior loss : no ship was taken or sunk 
on eitbei' side. 

After the capture of Cuddalore and Permacoil, the 
French' and I^der planned an attack upon Wattde- 
wash, but Sir Eyre Coote advancing for its protection, 
Hyder retired, and took a strong position among the 
hills. In order to bring ];iim to action, the English ge- 
neral marched towards Arilee, where Hyder’s principal 
magazines were deposited, and encamped within nve 
miles of the place. As he was afterwards advancing 
to a nearer approach, llyder’s army in full force was 
descried coming to its defence and on June 2d a ge-* 
neral action was broimht on, which terminated in > 
Hyder’s total rout, '‘rhe want of cavalry, however, 
prevented a pumuit ; and on Jhe next day inJ;elligenCe 
waa received that Hyder was again encamped on strohg 
ground. .T'V approacli of the British induced him to 
make a pr/ecipitate retreat ; but nothing could be gained 
insudi^nwar against an enemy so, nuifl^ou^ and so 
quick in liis movements; and the fatigue troops^ 


commander, wa 
gf Mptinuing > 
ce^^mhe i} 
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toilsome nwches. for ^'^lievlng particiJar pla^e^^^^ui 
counteraqUng the enemy^s desi^s, without^anjjrejf^t 
of great importance* * j > j * 

^u^etD} having returned to the coast of Corohihweh 
ai^ ^yictuaUed an^ fully manned his ships, aj^easea pn 
July itp, before Negapatam, wherp Sir ^dw^d>Hugbps 
was lying with his smiadron after a repair at .Trin- 
coraalee. Tlie English admiral immediately stood cmt 
to sea ; and on die following day brought die French 
to close action. The latter after a time appeared ter ' 
have suffered so much, that nothing but a ^liift 

of wind could have prevented them '’from undergoing a 
decided defeat. The engagement afterwards was par* 
dal and irregular, and ended with die retreat or th^ 
French to Cuddalore. One of their ships of 64 guns 
liaving become ungovernable, fell alongside of an Eng- 
lish ship and struck her colours, but finding an oppor* 
tunity to escape, she availed heiself of it, according to 
a not uncommon practice of die French ; and di® Eng- 
lish admiral’s demand of her was answered by the ex- 
cuse that her sti iking had l^een accidental. In this 
action the acknowledged lofe of men in Suffiein’s fieflt 
much exceeded that of the English. Unfortunately, 
however, the French so much sooner re^iaued dieir 
damages, that Suffrein, being infbrnied of the arrival 
of two French men of war and a reinforcement of troops 
and artillery at Point do Galle in Ceylpn, sailed thither, 
and in conjunction with them, attacked Trincomalee, 
which in p short time capitulated. Sir K j^u^esj in- 
j^ihied too late of its danger, did not arrive pft tbem^ 
dll the French flag was flying in tlje fmrts. Suwein 
sailit^ out to meet him, a fourth aetkm enuiedh^^^ 
theact habitual anft^nists^ on Septend^or 3d, which was 
;,d^puted idtli eawkirdioaiy widf* fbut proved in- 
decisive, jsfmd like the other three was not attended 
Tidth, fhft^Dss pf a single ship. (^6 of the Frendi ships 
of thar^e* however, on thu return of the fleet to 
Tdnpiiii^ee, was lost <m ghfdng into the haihPW* 
Hug^ went to refit at Madras, where he nen^W 
espaped a dreedful hiudesae on OcUfhw whi^ 
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caused the wreck of several English traders, and a 
gr^’many coasting vessds laden jvith rice, and event- 
ually produced a locking &mine ainon^ the natives. 
Sir Richard Bickerton arrived at Mkdra$ in that month 
with five ships of the lin^ and a considerate reinforce- 
ment of troops; 

The Mahratta war having been concluded by a 
treaty, the presidency of Bombay dispatched Colonel 
Humberstone with a considerable detachment of troops 
lo the Malabar coast. He made himself master of tlic 
cities of .Calieut smd Paniany, and all the intermediate 
places on the coa^; and quitting the sea-coast in Sep- 
tember, he advanced to the interior against the town of 
Palicancherry. At this place he found the enemy so 
strong, that ne made a hasty retreat to Mangarry Cottah, 
a fortress which he bad taken, losing some men and his 
baggage in the pursuit. His perilous situation caused 
the government of Bombay to send General Matthews 
to his relief; and in the mean time Ti^poo, having 
collected a body of troops, marched from the Carnatic 
in order to intercept Humberstone. The latter, in- 
formed of his approach, fell back to Paniany; where lie 
arrived without fartlier loss. Colonel Macleod, who 
superseded him in the command at that place, was 
soon invested by Tippoo and Lally with a formidable 
combined force, which he resisted with great gallantry; 
and a general attack being made on his lines, it was re- 
pulsed witli considerable loss to the assailants. Tippoo 
in December broke up bis camp, and by raiiid marches 
returned to the Carnatic, where "Hyder, his father, was 
lying at the point of death. This extraordinary person 
died atxmt the close of the year, leaving a territory of 
his own acquisition to his son Tippoo, which rendered 
him one of the most powerful princes in the South df 
India. 

In Europe, one of the most remarkable events of this 
year, was a visit paid by thC Pope in- the month *of 
Marc h to the Emp^or Joseph at Vienna, for the 

Of • dissuading him 'from that su^ressioir'eSii^en- 
gious houses, and Other measures -hostile to-the’tillhrdi 

VOL. I. Y 
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{)(' lloiiK', whiclu among his multifarious plans of' reform, 
ho was actively pursuing. The pontifical zeal of Pius» 
VJ. led him, notwithstanding his age and infirmities, 
and the inclemency of the season, to set out from Rome 
at the close of February, for a personal interview with 
this refractory son j ami nothing* could afford a more 
s'lrilving contrast to ancient times than such a reverse 
in th(‘ relative situations of a pope and an emperor of 
(Jennany. The latter, Itowever, paid every mark of^ 
external respect to the holy father, going to meet him, 
in company with his brother the Arcjvlukc Maximilian, 
as far as Neiikiiclien, and conducting him to Vienna 
in his own coach. Frequent conferences took place 
between them with apparent mutual satisfaction during 
the month of his stay; but no intermission afterwards 
took place in the emperor’s ecclesiastical refiirms. 

The inquisition was in this year abolished in the 
dominions of the Grank Duke of Tuscany. 

Constantinople suffered under two dreadful confla- 
grations in July and August, by which it was supposed 
that two-tliirds of the city wfre laid in ashes, and more 
than 40,000 houses were destroyed, and their inhabit- 
ants left witliout shelter. The deposition of the Grand 
\'^izicr, by way of an offering to the popular discontent, 
was one of the consequence'?. 

•• 'fhe conclusion of a destructive war, now without 
' any specific object, was a point to which as well the 
belligerent powers themselves, as the other European 
potpntatcsv turned their* serious attention ; and the 
Empress of Russia aiul Emperor of Germany offered 
their mediation for the piy’pose, \.hich was accepted. 
The original cause of the war, the dispute between 
(jreat Britain and hei' colonies, was first brought to an 
aCcomuiodation; and on November 30th, provisional 
articles were signed at Paris between the commissioner 
of the of Great Britain and those of the United 

States, this treaty Ihe sovereignty and indepen- 

dency Or the Thirteen Unitq4 Sates was recognise4.ui« 
the most ample manner ; and in fixing the boundarip 
between them and the remairing British possessions in' 
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North America, imaginary lines were dravm, which as- 

signed to the American States vast tracts ot“ land and', 
water nqjt before within their Jimits. A great number 
of Indian nations were comprised in these boundaries, 
which, however, could not properly be said to be granted 
by those, and to those, who Jiad no right over *111601.^ 
Among the concessions w'as that of an unlimited right 
of fishery on the" banks of Newfoundland, and all the 
other fishing grounds which hall before been frequonred 
})y the Americans. 

The other negotiation.'? were brought to such a 
degi’ee of forwardness, that on November 2.‘5d letters 
were sent from the secretary of state to the lord mayor 
and the governor of the bank, acquainting them, for the 
information of the public, and to prevent speculations 
in the funds, that a decisive conclusion, either for peace 
or war, might be expected before the meeting of parlia- 
ment, M'hich on that account was prorogued to Decem- 
ber 5th. On that day the session was opened by a 
speech from the throne of uncommon length, and com- 
jirehending a great variety*Qf jiolitical topics. The in- 
dependence of the colonics was mentioned in the fbllow- 
ing terms. “ In thus admitting their seiiaration from 
the crown of these kingdoms, 1 have sacrificed every 
consideration of my own to the wishes and opinion of ^ 
my people. I make it my humble and earnest prayer 
to Almighty God, that Great Britain may not feel the 
tndls which might result from so great a dismembennent 
of the empire j and that Amifticy may be fi\jc from 
thoso calamities which have formerly proved, in the 
mother country, how essential monarchy is to the en- 
joyment' of constitutional liberty.” The consequent 
addre-vses passed without opposition in both houses;, 
but .^ome severe remarks were made by the different 
parties in opposition on particular parts of the speech. 

It W'as not, however, till the meeting after tlie recess, 
that .importoint debates tpok place relative to the co% , 
ditipn^ of peace. ' . 


Y « 
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A.D. 1/83. 

Ykak of Gli:ORGE. III. 23&21. 

Parliament 3 & 4. 

East India Affairs co7iti?iued. — Expedition and 'Defeal of Qenerat 
MaltheiKS, — Death of General Coote. — Sie^e off Cuddalore by Ge 
nruil Staart. — Preliminaries of Peace between Great Britain^ and 
Prance and Spain, — Parliavmit, — Bill ffor declat *//« the Bight of 
the Parlument aiid Courts off Justice of Ireland. — Discussion oftlo 
Tr eaties of Peace. — Ministry deffeated. — iiesignalion off Lo^d Hhel ■ 
hurne and Mr* Pitt, — Appointment off the Coalition Ministry* — 
iV/?'. PitCs Motion ffor Befform off Parlument. — Separate Estahlish- 
ment ffor the Prince (ff Wales. — Order eff' St. Patrick hisliinted. — 
Peace with Holland,^ Definitive Treaties signed. — East India Bills 
brought in. — Rejected in the House of Lord\ — Ministry dismissed, 
and a new one appointedy Mr. Pitt at the Hrad.^ Earthquakes 
Calabria. — Spanish Expediti^mHi^ainst Algiers . — The Krimca a7t- 
nexed to Russia. — Air Balloons invented. 

Before we cntei:, according to our usual order, upon 
the domestic events of the year, it may be ('onveuient 
to finish the narrative of warlike transactions, of which 
the East Indies were now the only remaining theatre. 

General Matthews receiving intelligence of Tippoo’s 
rppulse ^jy Colonel Macleod, and subsequent retrclfl, 
clianged his intention of proceeding farther to the soutli, 
and marched to lay siege to the 'ity of Onoi*e, in th<' 
Lowet Canara, one of Hyder’s annexations. On Janu- 
ary 5th, this place was carried by storm, its only 
' defenders being the native polygar^ or militia, who 
were little, conversant with War, and a cfud slaughter 
is said to have been made not only of the garrison, but 
of thjpi'tnhabitants of both sexes, and every age. A 
gredt<*booty was obtained qit ^is occasion, in thip, dud * 
■ siott of which the army was much dissatisfied with the 
general. In consequence of the positive orders of the 
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])resiiloiit and council of BomhaV, that if the reports of 
Hyder’s death should be confinncd, Matthews shoidd 
eiuleavour to j)enetrate through* the Ghauts to the 
• Beilnorfi country and attack its capital, that coni- 
iiiandcr proceeded along the coast, where he took Cim- 
dapore. In its progress, the army is accuse^J of a 
.'ilianieful massacre at the storiuiug of the fortress of 
-Annampore. The Gluuits being at length passed, the 
city of Bednore was surrendQivd by enpitulation early 
in I'cbruary ; and the condticl of Matthews is repre- 
sented as being jiiow so /lishoiiourahle, that Colonels 
Alat’leod and IJiiihberstone, with f)il!er olHcers of the 
royal forces, quitted the army ami returned to Bom- 
bay. lie however still proceeded in a career of suc- 
cess, and in March he took the town and fortress of 
Afangalore, an inq)orLant seaport. Tippoo, who now 
bore tile ( itle of Sultan, on the intelligence of these 
events, collected a very pow'crful army, and marched to 
ofipose the itiMulers. He appeared in sight in the 
lieginning of April, and a disparity of force is stated, 
of more than 100,000 mop on his part, and about 600 
I'iUropcans and KiOO sepdys on that of the English. 
Matthews, who certainly did not want courage, marched 
out of Betinorc to meet this mighty host, but was soon 
diiven hack with the loss of 500* of his men ; anti 
abandoning the town, he took refuge in the citadel/ 
He '\.is presently surrounded in a manner to preclude* 
ail jtossibility of escape ; and Tippoo sent a detachment 
to attack the posts in the Qhauts, which t^ere etisily 
carried. The gai'rison of Cundapore in a panic took 
to flight f and all the magazines and stores deposited 
ther*; were set on fire, and a train of artillery was 
abandoned. On April 28th, the garrison at Bednore 
capiuUated upon liberal terms, which the epnquerdr 
did not think himself bound to observe. T^e troops, 
after piling their arms, were led out of tlie place, and 
were surrounded by some battalions of $epoys. Mat- 
thews was brought b^ore Tippoo, who ordered him 
and’ (liose who accompamed him into close confine- 
ment, whence they never returned. That they and 

y 3 • 
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Sfevffal- of llie.' ])nncipkl officers were barbarously, put 
tb ^deatli is’ not' doubted, though different repurts . pre- 
vailcd ha4o the mode; The troops were plundered of 
all they possessed, and un'der the most rigorouk treat- 
ment tvere sent to be imprisoned at a fort in the inte- 
rior. Thus terminated this unfortunate and ill-con- 
ducted expedition. 

Tippoo, after the reduction of Bednore, laid siege 
to Mangalore, which> by . the aid of his French aux- 
iliaries, would probably have fallen into his hands, had' 
not the intelligence of peqce between France and 
Great Britain induced the French col^mander positively 
to refuse acting any more against the English. Tippoo 
blockaded the place some time longer ; but General Mac- 
leod arriving on the coast from Bombay, threw in sup- 
plies, and no military events of importance afterwards 
occurred in that quarter. 

General Ooote, who, after transferring the command 
of tlie army on the Coromandel coast to General Stuart, 
had proceeded to Bengal, embarked at Calcutta on his 
return, with a large sum of nopney for the further j)ro- 
seention of the war in the Carnatic, w'hen his constitu- 
tion being entirely broken by the voyage, he died in two 
days after his arrival at Madras, April ytifch, to the great 
regret of all w'ho had benefited by his eminent services. 

‘ Early in June, General Stuart marched against (kid- 
dalore, which had been strongly fortified by the 
French, and was held by a considerable body of 
tfopps under the commapd of the Marquis de Bussy. 
Immediately after his ‘arrival, Generid. Stuart directed 
an attack on the outworks of the place, which, ^fter 
a bloody action, were catried. Soon after, Suffiein 
arrived on the coast^ from 7’riMcoraalee, at which time 
Sir Ed^rd Hughes was cruizing before Cuddalore 
^ith ii* fleet greatly weakened by sickness, On Juno 
^0^ the k^ch fleet, consisting of 15 ships of the Hue, 
Wdel aflil^ck, favoured by the wind, upon the Eng- 
iisK wi^t’V, 'and a heavy but ndt close cannonade took 
place during three hours, at'the end of which tirae"tlSff 
French drew off and repaired to Pondicherry roads,- 
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Hugh.es ’ tblloveil “ them tliithei*, but :was attcmards 
obliged to go to Madras for water, and Sufirein returned 
to Cuddalore, where he landed a reinforcement for 'the 
• gfirrisoii. The French on the*25th made a vigorous sally 
for the purpose of destroying the works of the besiegers, 
but were repulsed with loss. Soon after, all hcjgtiUties 
were terminated by the intelligence of a general peaca 
The preliminaries of the treaty between Fngland and 
France, and England and Spain, were signed at Versailles 
bn January 20th. By the firet of these, France obtained 
an extension of hQjrightsof fishery at Newfoundland, and 
unrestricted possession of the isles of St. Pierre and Mi- 
quelon on that coast. In the West Indies, St. Lucie was 
restored, and Tobago ceded to her, whilst she restored to 
(freat Britain the islands of Grenada, the Grenadines, St. 
Vincent, Dominica, St. Christopher’s, Nevis, and Mont- , 
serrat. in Afiica, Fj'ance obtained the cession of the 
I'iver of Senegal and its dependencies and forts, and a 
restoration or Goree ; and England the possession of 
Fort James and the river Gambia. In the East Indies, 
all that France had lost was restored to her with con- 
siderable additions ; in particular, England was bound 
to procure certain districts round Pondicherry and 
Karical, to be annexed to those jdaces. England fiir- 
iher coiisented to the abrogation of all the articles 
relative to Dunkirk which bad been inserted in the* 
treaty of Utrecht and in every j>osterior treaty. By • 
the preliminaries with Spain, England relinquished all 
claiin to Minorca and West Florida, and * c^ded East 
Florida, but obtained the restitution of the Bahama 
islands. The right of logwood-cutting was left, in its 
Ibrnn.-r uncertainty. . 

On the meeting of parlianjent after the recess, a bill > 
was brought in fbr removing and preventing 9II doubJs 
rf'spectirtg the exclusive right of the parliament and 
courts of Ireland in matters of legislation and judi- 
cature, and fbr preventing Writs of error or appeal 
frotn being received frdm that kingdom- in the English 
courts. The occasion of this bill was the decision in the 
court of King’s Bench on a writ of error, which . had 
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beeil> broiight from Ireland previously to thb passing 
of the deoUiratory aqjt in favour of Iri^ indepeiraeiiOe^ 
which circumstance had excited jealousy in thi^t coun* 
try. ' The bill was carried'without opposition. •> 

The provisional treaties with America^ and wkh 
France and Sjxiin, having been laid before parliament* 
the 17 th of Fcliruary was the day appointed for taking 
them into consideration by the House of Commons. 
After the papers were read, a motion was made by 
Mr. Thomas Pitt for an address of thanks to his Majesty 
for the communications, in which expressed, first, 
their satisfaction with the treaty of peace with the States 
of North America, and their expectation that these States 
Would carry into efiectuol execution the measures 
which the congress was bound to recommend in favour 
of such persons as had suffered for the part tiiey had 
taken in the war ; and secondly, to acknowledge their 
sense of that paternal regard for the happiness of his 
subjects which had induced his Majesty to relieve them 
from a burdensome and expensive war. To this ad- 
dress amendments were inov^dby Lord John Cavendish, 
and by Lord North, as representatives of the two par- 
ties now in opposition ; and a debate ensued in which the 
subject of the peace was canvassed by all the principal 
speakers in and out of the ministry. The necessity of 
'peace was argued by its defenders from the deplorable 
‘ state of the finances, the magnitude of the national debt, 
amounting to upwards of 3.50 millions, and the enor- 
mc^us load of taxes underr which the nation was groan- 
ing. The prospects on the supposition of a continu- 
ance of the war were also |ifiirmed ta haVC been highly 
disctaiiaging ; and the comparative force in the different 
quartersicf the world, of Great Britain and its enemies, 
was ^t9||||||greatly to our disadvantage. The particular 
. arti^llP^^e treaty were then gone over, and excused 
,fts InMpag ihe best that could be obtained. Ou'the other 
of these aahertions were confroverted or 
|^ii^tied,4nd an. ability in tlii^couhtry to have treat ed 
.t&,|>iint!ipleV)f mutud restitution was insisted upon. 
Many of the conce^ons were severdy censured, and 
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tiiB-^Javidisiai^m^atstions: df dielAmcMcair boahdto^f 
wtth.-.ltte ddaertion/of the loyaUst% wem e^ectal^iek^ 
claLmec^ B^inst. So cqnom vrere . ^e - topics, «^d: 
numerous the debaters^ on thiB occasion,' that the-Hcmse 
dfd«^ divide till eight o*clock in the' mornings ivheh the 
mwisters were left. in » minority, the ;\^6tes;ibr the 
amendments to the address being agmnst tlien^ 
208k in the House of Lords, where proceedings of a 
similar kind took place, and the same train of argumen> 
‘tation was gone through, the result' was diderciit, an 
amendment move4 by the £arl of Cmlisle being rejected 
by 72 against 59. * 

On February 21st, the subject bding resumed in the 
House of Commons, Lord John Cavendish moved four 
resolutions, ‘the three first of which went to pledge the 
House to maintain the peace agreed ufron, and to im. 
prove the blessings of peace; and also to affirm the 
propriety of bis Majesty's acknowled^ebt of the in- 
dependence of America. The fourm was in these 
terms:- ** That the concessions granted to the adver- 
saries of Great Britain wefe greater than they were eh- 
titled to, either from the 'actual state of their respec- 
tive possessions, or firmn their comparative strmigtb.*' 
On tUs last resolutkm the force of the parties was again 
tried in a long and earnest debate, which conclude in 
a division. For the resolution 2d7» against it 190. Id 
consequence of this decirive proof of me disapprobation* 
of the House of Commons, Lord Shelburne r^gned 
his post of first commissionea of the treasury ; and, the 
chancellor «f- the exchequer declared that he held his 
place onfy till a successor should be nominated.; - 
•fNovi^'be^an a mini^eiiai interregnum, fiUed.with the 
intrigues and viuffiiations. necessarily attendiiig ^ 
emeigency which^hud:.notbeen forc^n.k»](g^ enough to 
be .provided aipiiriat,:and in winch Bie ardubtioi'fiii^iwas 
uiidertaken of foaiaing a new.divUicm t^ powepim^g 
pariies latelyin a45tatq ofdp^ andiS^f^weatiyirr^iBii. 
cileable hostilityi f After qnuch time'-mia passed wsthidit 
any. appearance of 8'determinatioo, Aff. tettnber 
'for Norfolk,-t>n ;March 19tlis gave,notice in the House, 
that if an administration should not be formed on or 
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beioFt! the following Friday, he would move for an ad- 
dress to -his Majesty 911 the subject ; and a negociatibn 
which commenced on the next day having broken" oft' 
abruptly, he made the j)r()posed motion on the ’2'1'tli," 
which was received with general approbation. The- ad- 
dress, which besought his Majesty to form an admi- 
iTistration entitled to the confidence of his people, and 
sucli as might tend to bring to a close the unfortunate 
divisions and distractions of the country, was presented, 
and a gracious answer was returned; and oil' the fol-' 
lowing day Mr. Pitt resigned his ofli^ 

On April 2d, the Coalition ministry, so noted in the 
political history of this reign, was announced. It 
was formed by the Duke of Portland, first lord of the 
treasin"y ; Lord North, secretary of state for the home 
department, and Mr. Fox for the foreign ; Lord J. 
Cavendish, chancellor of the exchequer; Viscount 
Keppcl, first lord of the admiralty; Viscount Stor- 
mont, president of the council ; the Earl of Carlisle, 
lord privy seal ; the Earl of Hertford, chamberlain, 
and the Earl of Dartmouth, steward of the household ; 
Viscount Townshend, master-general of the ordnance ; 
Mr. Ihirke, paymaster-general ; Mr. C. Townshend, 
treasurer of the nq^vy ; Mr. Fitzpatrick, secretary at 
war. The Earl of Northington was nominated to the 
Viccroyalty of Ireland. The seals were put in com- 
'inission. In this mixtui""e of persons and priueijiles, 
the Rockingham party were considered to possess" 
the^predominancy, four out of the seven cabinet mini- 
sters bearing that denoihination ; but names are of little 
consequence, when there are acts to judge from. 

A loani'or 12 millions, brought forward on April l6th, 
by the chancellor of the exchequer, underwent censure, 
06 account of the high premium it speedily bore : the 
apology for a disadvantageous bargain for the public 
was tliat the late ministry had left an empty treasury, 
and. that -the wants, werd urgent. On May 7th, Mr. 
Pitt: made a promised motion for a reform in the pa^ 
Ikimentary representation. For this purpose certain 
specific propositions were ofTered, one of which was for’ 
an addition ol' knighls of tJie shire and representatives 
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ol‘ the metropolis to the present number of .menJjers, 
vvJiich addition he left undetermined, but said he should 
])ropQse it to consist of one hundred. From the pan- 
city of *petitions in favour df reform, in this point, it 
appeared that the ardour for it was much abated , in 
the nation ; and on i| division the motion was quashed 
by the order of the day, the numbers being ^93 to I49r. 

On June S3d, a message was delivered from his 
Majesty to the House of Commons, recommending to 
its consideration the forming of a separate establish- 
ment for the Prince of .Wales. The House was at 
the same time informed that the King had taken 
upon himself the annual charge of this establishment, 
by assigning to the Prince 50,000/’. out of the civil 
list, and that nothing more was demanded than (j(),000/. 
by way of emiipping him for his outset. This sum 
was accordingly voted. 

In a committee on a bill for regulating certain of- 
fices in the exchequer, the chancellor proposed, that 
after the interest of the present auditors and tellers 
of the exchequer, and the clerk of the pells, in their 
places, should expire, thd salaries of them in future 
should be fixed nnd certain ; and a rate was offered and 
adopted, according to which it was^ calculated that on 
an average of peace and war, the salaries would be re- 
duced about one half • 

The session of parliament closed on July iGth. * 

In this yeai’, Ireland was decorated with an order of 
knighthood appropriated to* herself by the style^ of 
Knights of the illustrious order 6f St. Patrick, of which 
the reigning King was nominated sovereign, and the 
lord lieutenant, for the time being, grand tmaster. 
The date of the institution February 5th. 

Preliminai'y articles of peace with die States Generil 
of the United Provinces, were«sig/ied at Paris on Sep- 
teijiber 2d. Of these the most important were, the 
cession of Negapatam to Great Britain, but.with a ]^ro« 
viso of treating fb^ its 'restitution in cpse of an equiviU 
lent offered by the, States ; and the restoration to. the 
States, of Trincom^ee,' aq>^ of all the other places cour 
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qnei^^d irom.^ them, 'f he diHmtive treaties of peafie 
between' Great Britjun, and France, Spain, and the 
United States of America, were signed on the following 

da5r.:.-j , V " K' ■.-r.-t . M 

- i ^rhe two committees on East India ;^^r8 in the 
of Commons had paid unremittingAttention to ^ie,ieat> 
before them dui ing the late s^sion of pai'Uament, 
but the unsettled state cf the goveimment had prevented 
them from bringing forward, the result of tlieir enquiies. 
On the renewed sitting of parliament, however, mvem-* 
her 11 til, a leading topic of the speech frmn the throne 
was the situation of the East India'Company, and the 
expectation of some iruit of those investigation^ which 
had so long been carrying on ; and Mr. Fox soon after 
moved for leave to bring in a bill for vesting the affair.s 
of the East India Company in the hands of certain com- 
missioners, for the benefit of the proprietors and the 
public }” and also a bill ” for the better government of 
the territorial possessions and dependencies in India.” 

the first of these it was proposed to commit tlie 
whole management of the territorial possessions,, re- 
venues, and commerce, of^ the Company, with all 
the powers before vested in the directors or general 
court of proprietors, to seven directefrs named in the 
act during the space of four years. Under the orders of 
this board, and for the sole purpose of managing the 
commercial concerns of the Company, nine assistant di- 
rectors^ proprietors of 9,0001. India Stock, were to be 
appointed): vacancies in <tlie directory to be filled up 
by his Majes'tyf and in the assistant-directoiy, by a 
majority of proprietors at an open electimi j the assistant 
cUrectons to be removable by five diieetors <m reasons 
; specified ; and both classes ,to be removable b]|^ the King 
on addfqif. of either House of Parliament. The second 
bill - relhted to the powers ^i^nted to the go- 

' mid council in In^, and to the conduct 

biiillll^ observed towards the natives. i . 

bold and comprehen^Veiideas displayed in tliese 
bws powerful impresmon upmi the public in 

and out’ of'{iarlianieRt; at The same time their innd- 
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vations and extraordinaiy delegations of power excit^ 
a strong opposition «^inst the«{. . In the House ^ 
Commons the two principal grounds of objection were 
tile arliitrary invasion of tUe chartered rights of the 
Eastf India proprietors and directors, without a justi.. 
fiable plea of necessity, and the dangerous authori^. 
lodged in the hands of the new direction. On jiiotn 
these heads issue was joined in debates maintained by 
the principal speakers, among whom were distin- 
guished, in support of the bills, the two secretaries 
of state, MessrsJUurke, Sheridan, Adam, and Sir Grey 
Cooper; against fhem, Messrs. William and Thomas 
Pitt, Dundas, Powis, and Jenkinson ; and the contests 
frequently lasted till near five in the morning. Nume- 
rous pamphlets and satirical prints also appeared, in 
order to render tlie bills odious in the eyes of the 
nation, and petitions against them were presented by tlie 
Hast India Compaeny and the city of London, llieir 
progress through the House of Commons, however, 
marked the strength of the coalition from which they 
originated, and the firat^ bill passed by a majority of 
208 to 102. On December 11th, it was first read in the 
House of Lords, when it was reprobated in the strong- 
est tenns by the Duke of Ric];imond, the Earl of 
Temple, and Lord Thinlow, the latter of whom pro- 
nounced a high panegyric on Mr. Hastings, and dwett 
on the' flourishing state into which the Cmnpany^ 
af&irs had been brought by his administration. No 
division, however, occurred at tliis stage. In, the 
mean time some extraordinary 'movements were, taking 
place at court. It is afiirme^ that Earl Temple, hav- 
ing requested an audience of the King, represented 
so forcibly to his Majesty, the thraldom to which the 
crown would be reduced by the power now- pcopoded 
to be constituted, that a note was put^mto. lun .hanils 
iu which his Majesty declared, ** that he should, deem 
those who should vote for thehill not only imthi&fidifeads, 
but his enemies ;■ and that if Lord Temple could' put 
this into stronger words, lie had- full authority p-sidito 
do.” That the-^royal influence was really' employ^ is 
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undoubted ; lor several lords wlio hud entrusted the 
minister with their jiroxies, withdrew them a few 
hours before the House assembled for the second read- 
ing of the bill ; and others whose support of it hail 
been relied on, gave their votes on the opposite side. 
The reswlt was, that on a division upon the question of 
adjourninont, the ministers were left in the minority 
of 79 to 87. 

The House of Commons on the same day, Decem- 
ber 15th, on the motion of Mr. Baker, took into con- 
sideration the rumoiu's above-mentioned, and moved 
that it was mne necessary to declare, 'that to report any 
oj)inion of his Majesty upon any proceeding depending 
in cither house of parliament was a high crime, and 
a lireach of the fundamental privileges of parliament ; 
which was carried by 153 to 80. And a resolution 
then passed, tliat on the next Monday the House 
would resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
House, to take into consideration the state of the 
nation. A dissolution of parliament being now appre- 
hended, Mr. JCrskine made a anotion, importing that 
the House would consider as a public enemy any one 
who should advise his Majety to prevent it from dis- 
charging the importspit duty of providing a remedy for 
the abuses prevalent in the government of the British 
dominions in the East Indies, which was also carried. 

' On December 17th, the India bill was rejected by 
the House of Lords on a division in which the numbers 
were^95 or* same day a messenger 

brought to the two secretaries of state an order from 
the King that they should deliver up the ^ seals of their 
offices and send them by thq, under secretaries, as a 
persona] interview would be disagreeable to his Mu-, 
jesty. On die following day the rest of the cabinet 
were dismissed, and a now ministry ^was appointed. 
In this arrangement Mr. Pitt, then at the age of 24, 
was made last lord, of thb treasury and chancellor of 
the. exchequer ; Earl Gower, president of the council ; 
LotdjSydney, secretary of state for the home depart-. 
mcnt,,andthe Marquis of Carmarthen ftn’ the foreiga; • 
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TamH Thurlow, high chancellor ;* the Duke of Rutland, 
lord privy seal ; Viscount Howe; first lord of the 
admiral^’ j the Duke of Richmond, Jnaster-general of 
■ rlie ordnance; Mr. W. (rrenville and Lord Mulgrave, 
joint paymasters ; Mr. Henry Dundas, treasurer of the 
navy. As this change in tlie ministry left the majority 
of the House of Commons in a state of opposition, if 
was not doubted that a dissolution of parliament was 
in meditation ; and on the tfeiy fixed for a committee 
on the state of the nation, Mr. Erskine moved an 
address to the Kkig deprecating such a measure. The 
address passed witnout a division ; and a reply was 
obtained, in which liis Majesty assured the House 
lhat “ he would not iuterru])t their meeting by any 
exercise of his prerogative, cither of prorogation or 
tlissolution.” In this extraordinary situation of poli- 
tical afiairs, parliament broke up for the holidays. 

'flic early jiart of this year W’as rendered fatally 
memorable to Calabria and Sicily from the disasters 
occasioned by a scries of violeJit earthquakes. The 
first and most destructive ghock occurred on February 
.5th, and villages, towns, and whole cities were totally 
ruined by it, with the death of numbei*s of people, 
'riie city of Casal Nuova was entirely swallowed up, 
aud the Frincess Gerace Grimaldi with more than 40(K) 
jjeople j)erish(*d in an instant. The inhabitants of Scylla,* 
who, with their prince, had descended from their rock, * 
and taken refuge on the sca-shoi'e, were all swept 
away by an enormous wav* on its return •from kite 
land which it had inundated, i^essina and the north- 
east part of Sicily were also great sufferers. The shocks 
continued through the months of February and March, 
and tlxeir effects extended to.both Calabrias. 

Spain in this summer employed its marine force 
in another expedition against* Algiers. In July, Don - 
Rarcelo set sail with a powerful force, the object of 
which was a cannonad^ and bombardment of Algiers 
by sea, for the former experiment had taken away ■ 
any desire of renewing an attempt against the place ' 
by land. He arrived in the bay on Ji.ily ^J9th, where • 
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he found preparation' made to give him a warm re- 
ception. On AugUtSt 1st, Barcelo drew up his fleet 
in line of battle, and began his Are with shot and 
sheUs, which was continued for several days wiUi great 
fiuy, and was flereely returned by the Algerine bat- 
teries. f The eflects were not, however, correspondent 
^itli this great consumption of ammunition, for though 
Algiers was frequently set on fire, the flames were 
prevented from spreading; At length, a Spanish coun- 
cil of war determined that it was advisable to sail 
back to their own coast; <and thus the expedition 
ended, having only served to give ^roof that the siege 
of Gibraltar had improved the practice of Spanish 
gunnery. 

From the period of the conclusion of peace between 
llussia and Turkey, the peninsula of the Krimea had 
been a scene of tumult and civil war. The Khan set 
up by Russia was expelled, and a new one was elected 
by the Tartars, probably under the influence of the 
Porte. 'Phis event afforded a pretext for the court of 
Russia to march an army iqto the country, the result 
of which was tJie reduction of the Krimea and tho 
adjacent parts of Tartary, and the cession of tliese 
territories in full sovereignty to the Empress Catharine 
by the restored Russian Khan, who was indemnified 
'by a grant of estates in Russia. In the summer of 
this year the empress published a manifesto, in which 
the Krimea, the Kuban, and the island of Taman, 
wqre declared to be perpetually annexed to her domi- 
nions, and reasons were assigned for tliis assumption 
in the usual style of that ambitious sovereign. The 
Porte issued a counter manifesto, in whicli the over- 
bearing and encroaching spirit of the court of Peters- 
burg was severely animadverted upon, and a declai atiou 
was made of the resolution to oppose by force of arms 
its new claim if persisted in. vV'ar being now appa- 
rently inevitable, vast preparations were made on both 
aides fw the approaching conflict. Russian troops in 
gcftat bodies advanced through Poland and the coun- 
tries from the Don to the Dnieper, towards the bordm s 
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The meeting of parliament on January 13th exhibited 
the extraordinary spectacle of a ministry and House of 
Commons at open variance^ the former yet maintain- 
ing its ground. In order to prevent, or at least delay, the 
apprehended dissolution of parliament, two resolutions 
were carried : one declaring the payment of public money 
f^r services voted in the present session, after parliament 
shah be prorogued or dissolved, if such event shall take 
place before an act shall have passed appropriating the 
supplies to such services, aihigh crime and misdemeanour; 
the other, deferring thh second reading of the mutiny.bill 
to February 3dd. Other motions were made and carried 
hostile<to the ministry ; when, on January 14fth, Mr. Pitt 
moved for leave to bring iq, a bill for the better govern- 
Inentand management of tlie affairs of the Fast India 
Company.” Of the principles of this bill it is unneces- 
sary here to give an account, since at its second read- 
ing, the motion for its being committed was negatived 
by 222 votes against, 2 14. Mit Pitt was now strongly 
urged to give the House* some satisfaction respect- 
ing the measure of dissolution in which the mem- 
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bers were so nearly concerned, but he absolutely refused 
answering to the interrogatories put to him ; and what- 
ever be thought of the propriety of this refusal, it was 
certainly a remarkable instance of firmness of mind in 
one so young in public life, to remain unshaken in a 
situation so awful, especially as he was left almost singly 
to brave the storm, his ’brother ministers scarcely afforct 
ing him any aid. Several independent members of the 
House of Commons, desirous of putting an end to 
Ihis disordered state of things by promoting a coalition 
between the parties, held* meetings for that purpose at 
the St. Alban’s tavern, where they drew up an address 
to the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt, expressing their 
wishes for a free communication between them. Both 
of these persons declared themselves desirous of com- 
plying with the wishes of the meeting, but the duke 
thought it a necessary preliminary to his having an inter- 
view with Mr. Pitt, that the latter should previously re- 
sign his office, which Mr. P. declined doing. Further 
attempts for obtaining this ccmcession from him proved 
fruitless, and all ideas of coalition between members 
of the present and past ministry were given up. A 
motion having passed for laying before his Majesty a 
resolution of the House, that the continuance of the pre- 
sent ministers in office was an obstacle to the forming 
a firm, efficient, extended, and united administration,* 
Mr. Pitt, on February 18th, when a question of supply* 
was to be brought under consideration, informed the 
House that his Majesty, afte» considering all the nir- 
cumstances of the country, had not thought proper to 
dismiss his ministers, and that they had not resigned. 
A long debate ensued, the result of which was b post- 
ponement of the supplies, earned by 508 to 196. 

The House of Lords, which had for some time ap- 
peared iio more than a spectator of this interesting 
contiiSt, had now begun to interfere, and on the mo- 
tion of the Earl of EffinghaAi two resolutions were 
passed by a considerable m^ority in opposition to these 
of the Commons of December 24th and January 16th. 
The latter then passed six resolutions in defence of 

z 2 
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their conduct, and in assertion of their privileges. An 
address from the House of Commons to the King, 
pointing to the removal of the ministers, having been 
carried on February SOth, liis Majesty’s answer was 
reported on the 27tli, the tenor of which was, that no 
charge Jiaving been brought against his ministers, but, 
on the contrary, numbers of his subjects liaving ex- 
pressed to him tlic utmost satisfaction on the change of 
his councils, he could not see- that any salutary effect 
would be produced by their disnussion. A second- 
address, and a second answ^'r, followed ; after which 
a long representation to the King was voted, but by a 
majority only of one, the numbers being IQI to li)0. 
On March lOth the mutiny bill was ]>assed without a 
division, and on the ^'Ith parliament was prorogued, 
and on the next day dissolved. 

This measure was in reality attended with little 
hazard ; for the coalition ministry, powerful as the 
union on which it was formed had rendered it in the 
House of Commons, was extremely unpopular in the 
nation at large. By a coalitiqn as singular as its own, 
opposite parties concurred in'regarding it with hostility, 
'f’hey whose attachment to principles of reform, and whose 
jealousy of the power of the crown, had rendered them 
zealous friends to the Rockingham administration, were 
‘.shocked to see those whom they had looked up to as 
•their champions, in close league with the very men 
whose measures they had been in the habit of condemn- 
ing with the utmost acrynony. They, on the other 
hand, whose reverenefe for royalty led them to dis- 
approve of every thing which tended to infringe the 
prerogatives of the crown, jjnd fetter the exercise of 
its constitutional authoritj% could not forgive the at- 
tempt, as they considered it, to set up a power beyond 
its controul by the provisions of Mr. Fox’s India bill. 
Addresses had therefore been pouring in from every 
quarter expressive of gratitude to his Majesty for dis- 
missing a set of ministers who Ifad rendered themselves 
unworthy of the [lublic confidence. From this con- 
currence, added to the whole weight' of tlic East India 
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Company, the siicceedinpf elections presented the most 
unprecedented results. The oldest and best established 
interests in many counties and towns were overthrown,^ 
and candidates who reckoned their return a matter of 
course, found themselves deprived of a seat. Ujiwards 
oi' Ib'O members, almost all of them friends of thij. 
coalition ministers, weVe rejected in consequence of 
tlie junction of local parties which never joined before. 
I’his event w'ould have afforded a satisfactory proof 
of the efficacy of popular opinion, notwithstanding the 
inequality of the r<jprcscnlation, had the crown stood 
neuter on the occasion. 

The new parliament met on May 18th, when a speech 
was delivered from the throne, in which were some 
pointed allusions to the circumstance of having recurred 
to the sense of the people, and to the dcmerils ascribed 
to the first India bill. The addresses, containing strong 
expressions of gratitude to the King for having dissolved 
the late parliament, occasioned a debate in which an 
amendment was proposed,^ but it was rejected by a large 

majority. * • 

On June 21st, Mr. Pitt moved several resolutions as 
the base of his bill known by the title of the Commuta- 
tion Act. He stated that the illicit trade of the coun- 
try had risen to such a height as to endanger almost , 
the existence of several branches of the revenue, cs- , 
pecially that arising from the duty on tea, of which 
article oiilv five and a half millions of pounds were 
sold aumulily by the East Hidw Company,' wheroas 
the annual consumption of the kingdom was supposed 
to exceed 12 millions. The only remedy of this evil 
that Ik could devise, was a reduction of the duty upon 
tea, the deficiency to be made good by some other tax 
and his proposal was to lower the duty on tea from fifty 
per vent, as it now stood, to tvi^lve and an half, and to 
raise, the window-tax in proportion ; and he gave a 
scale by which he calculated that this commutation ^’oxna 
be a gain to families in common life. Ihe faither ef- 
fect would be the absolute ruin of the smuggling trade, 
and a considerable and timely relief to the East India 

7 . 3 
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Company. The principle of this bill was stronj^ly- 
combated, both as to its justice, and its policy. The 
resolutions were however passed. 

The affairs of the East India Company were next 
brought forward. The minister first moved a bill to 
enable ‘it to divide an interest of eight per cent, on its 
capital, which passed the House of Commons without 
a division, and the House of Lords by \'otes to 9. 
The second bill proposed,* was to allow the Company a 
farther respite of duties due to the exchequer, to eni 
able it to accept bills beyond the amount ))rescribed 
by former acts, and to establish its future dividends : 
this, likewise, after several divisions, passed both 
Houses. The important act followed, “ for the better 
government of the affairs of the East India Company,’* 
which was framed upon the model of that brought in 
by Mr. Pitt in the former parliament, but with several 
material alterations. By its first part, a board was es- 
tablished of commissioners to be nominated by the King 
from the members of the privy council, and authorized 
to superintend, check, and cqntroul all operations in any- 
wise relating to the civil or military government or re- 
venues of the Company in the East Indies : hence it has 
been usually denominated the Board oJ'ControuL To this 
board was given free access to all papem belonging to 
'the Company, and the right of demanding copies of 
them, and of all proceedings of the courts of proprie- 
tors and directors, and of all dispatches received from 
its. servants in the Easjt Indies, and of orders and direc- 
tions proposed to be sent thither. The copies of the 
latter were to be returned to the coi”’t of directors, with 
the approbation, disapprob^ion, or amendment of the 
board, and then to be dispatched to India ; and no 
orders or instructions were to be sent by the directors 
without such previous communication to the board on 
any pretence whatsoever. Although this mutual com- 
municition between the directors and the board was 
made the general rule, yet, the latter was empowered, 
in cases of' urgency, and cases qf secresy, to transmit 
their own orders to India, without being subject to 
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the review of the court of directors. The Homuiartion 
of the commanders in chief was vested in his Majesty, 
in whom also was vested the power of removing any 
governor-general, president, or member of council in the 
settlements of India : vacancies in these offices to be 
supplied by the court of directors, but subject* to the 
approbation or rejection of the King. The governorl’ 
general and council were vested with an absolute power 
over the other presidencies'll! all points relative to 
transactions with the native powers, and in applications 
of the revenues and fbrcest 

The second part* of the bill contained a variety of 
internal regulations respecting the affairs of India. 

The third part related to the punishment of crimes 
in India \ and by its provisions all British subjects were 
rendered amenable to the courts of justice in England, 
for acts done in India. Power was also given to the 
governors of settlements to seize all persons suspected 
of carrying on illicit correspondence, and send them to 
England if necessary. Every servant of the Company 
was required, within tw», months after his return to 
England, to deliver in upon oath to the court of 
exchequer an inventory of his real and personal es^ 
tates ; and in case of any complaint thereon from the 
board of controul, or the court of directors, he was to 
be examined by the court of exchequer, and irapri-* 
soned till he siiould answer interrogatories to its satis-* 
faction. Further, a new court of justice was instituted 
for the prosecution of crime* committed in.the E^t 
Indies, consisting of three judges, four peers, and six 
members of the House of Commons, whose judgment 
was t.i> be final, and to extend to fine and imprison- 
ments 

This bill was warmly combated in every part and 
stage 4 the judicial part, in* particular, was vehe- 
mently opposed, as an infraction of the right of trial 
by jury, and as inconsistent vfith the established prin- 
ciples of English jurisprudence. The^e objections were 
answered on the ground of the total inadequacy of 
the ordinary courts of law to do substantial justice upon 
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Indian delinquency; and the bill passed both' houses by 
great majorities. 

On June SOth the minister produced his, budget, 
'which comprized a loan of six millions, and some new 
taxes, and encountered little opposition. The terms 
jpf the loan were favourable to the public, and regarded 
as creditable to the financial talents of the minister. 
A motion was afterwards made by Mr. Dundas for the 
restoration of the estates ih Scotland forfeited on account 
of the rebellion in 1745, which passed without the least 
opposition in the House of •Commons. In the upper 
House it was objected to by the Lord Chancellor, but 
was carried, and received the royal assent. The session 
closed on August SOth. 

The affairs of Ireland were in this year interesting 
and important. 

Projects for the reform of the parliamentary repre- 
sentation had for some time been warmly entertained 
by the volunteer corps of that country, and delegates 
had been appointed for the purpose of furthering that 
object. r " 

In September 1783 a general meeting of delegates 
from the province of Ulster was held at liungannon, at 
which a plan of reformation was proposed and agreed 
upon, and it was resolved that a convention of reprcsent- 
* atives from the whole volunteer army should assemble 
on the JOth of November following at Dublin. This was 
accordingly held, and the plan was produced and con- 
sidered. ' On the nexf dsty Mr. Flood brought the topic 
before the House of Commons, by moving for leave to 
bring in a bill “ for the more equal -eprcsentation of the 
peopleMn parliament.” The motion was received with 
jmuch displeasure by a great majority of the members, 
as being a proposal tendered to them at the point of the 
bayonet, and it was rejected by 157 votes to 77* An 
address to the King was then voted, in which the 
Lords also concurred, to express the happiness enjoyetl 
under his government, apd their determination to 
support the present constitution with their lives and 
fortunes. The convention, informed of these measures. 
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ilgreed upon a counter-address to tjie Kjog» beseeching 
tliat their wish i'or tlie remedying of certain perversions 
in the parliamentsiry representation mightnot be imputed 
to a spirit of innovation, but a sober desire for upholding 
the constitution, and perpetuating the union of the two 
nations. The change? in the administration which raised 
to the first seat the per^ii who had been one of the raosV 
zealous advocates for the refbrmof the British representa- 
tion, gave new hopes to the fViends of the cause in Ire- 
land ; and in March 1784, Mr. Flood again moved his 
bill, supported by a greatmuinber of petitions ; it was, 
however, rejected at the second reading by nearly, the 
same majorily as before. Kxaspcraled at this defeat, 
and also at some unpopular acts of the new governmeiit, 
tJjo citizens of Dublin, on June 7th, held an aggregate 
meeting, at which another petition to the King was re- 
solved upon, and also a circular address to the jteople 
for the purpose of stimulating their exertions in the 
cause of reform. In this last, a proposal was made that 
five persons shuidd be elected from every county, city, 
and considerable town, to, meet in Dublin in national 
congress. The very name of this projected assembly 
was sufficient to excite an alarm in the government, 
and vigorous measures wore deternjined upon to pre- 
vent tlie design from taking effect. The attorney- 
general for Ireland wrote a letter to the sheriff's of 
Dublin, expressing bis surprise at seeing a summons 
under tiicir signature for a meeting to choose delegates 
to the assembly in question, j'.nd tlireatening tlicm 
with a prosecution if tliey should juoceed j and the 
high-.iheriff' for the county cf Dublin, who had con- 
vened and presided at an assembly of freeholders for 
the purpose of electing and instructing their delegates, 
was proceeded against by attachment from the court 
of King’s Bench, and condemned in a small fine 
and a short imprisonment. Attachments w'erp also 
granted against the ^nagistfates of other counties 
tvho had called the meetings, and signed their re- 
solutions; and prosecutions were instituted against 
the printers and publishers of nowsj)apcrs in w'hich 
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such resolutions had been inserted. The congress 
however met on October 25th, though in an in- 
complete form, and passed a number of resolutions of 
the same import with those agreed on at the' former 
assembly, together with earnest exhortations for render- 
ing a future meeting complete ) •after which they ad- 
journed. f 

This was not the only cause of discontent and popu- 
lar commotion in Ireland.' The distress of the manufac- 
turers of Dublin had proceeded to such a length about 
the close of 1783, that a state of anarchy would have 
been the consequence, had not some public measures 
been taken for their relief. A committee of the Irish 
House of Commons was appointed to take into consi- 
deration the condition of the manufacturers in that king- 
dom, and a gentleman, Mr. Gardener, went to England 
for the purpose of conferring with the ministers on the 
subject. After his return, he brought forward in the 
House, on March 31st, a plan of protecting duties in 
favour of Irish manufactures, and began by moving that 
a duty of 25. 6V/. per yard be Ifiid on all drapery imported 
into that kingdom ; intimating at the same time bis in- 
tention of moving proportionate duties on other articles. 
The rejection of this motion, by a majority of 110 to 
36, occasioned a violent ferment among the populace ; 
and at the next sitting of the House a mob broke in, and 
"reproached the members with having sold themselves to 
England ; they were, however, dispersed by the guards 
without bloodshed. T^ieiF-rage Jiaving been excited by 
inflammatory addi'esses inserted in the newspapers, 
prosecutions were commenced aga’nst several of the 
printer^, and a rigorous bill was brought in by Mr. 
Foster, “ for securing the liberty of the press, by pre- 
venting the publication of libels.” This being strongly 
opposed, its most obno^rious clauses were withdrawn, 
and it passed into a law. 

Notwithstanding the great pfeparations for war be- 
tween Russia and the Forte, ^d the strong indignation 
displayed by the latter on occasion of the empress’s an- 
nexation of the Krimea and Kuban to her dominions, 
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such were the difficulties under wliich the Ottoman em- 
pire laboured, that the mediation of) France was success- 
ful in effecting an accommodation between these powers. 
On January 5th, a treaty was‘ signed, by which Russia 
was left in full possession of its new acquisitions, the 
river Kuban being fked as its limits on the aide of 
Asia. A preceding ^^eaty of commerce regulatea* 
every thing respecting the intercourse of trade and 
navigation between the two ‘empires. At the same 
time the differences between Austria and the Porte 
were temporarily adjusted 4>y some concessions on the 
part of the latter. 

The court of Spain, being resolved to renew its at- 
tempt against Algiers, called in the assistance of Portu- 
gal and Naples ; and in July, a combined armament of 
those powers and of the Maltese, consisting of more 
than 130 vessels of all size^, witli 16,000 seamen on 
board, sailed for that place, and on the 12th commenced 
the attack. The Algerines had improved their means of 
defence since the last year, and both the attack and the 
resistance were conducted jvith the greatest gallantry. 
So formidable, however, was the fire of the Algerines, 
that in seven attacks after the first, the combinetl forces 
were never again able to approach negr enough for their 
shells to take effect. A council of war being then 
lield, it was agreed that no farther attempts could be* 
made with any probability of success j and a tempest * 
supervening, they hastily put to sea and returned to 
Spain. • ■ , 

The Emperor Joseph, who had already taken posses- 
sion of and dismantled the fortresses in the Netherlatjds 
constituting the Dutch barrier, begau at this time to 
manifest a disposition to take^dvantage of the weak and 
disordered state into which the United Provinces were* 
plujjged in consequence of the^isastei’s of the late war,, 
and of their internal dissensions. The latter were owing 
to tho machinations of the aristdcratical party to subvert 
the stadtholderian systein of government; one effect of 
which was the resignation, by Prince Lewis of Bruns- 
wick Wollenbuttle, of the post of field-marshal of the 
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Dutch army, which he had long held as the guardian 
and representative of' the Prince of Orange during his 
minority. This hostility to the stadtholderate involved 
the ruling party in difierences with the King of Prussia, 
uncle to the Prince Stadtholdcr, and his natural and 
political protector, w'hilst on the oflier hand they looked 
to France for their own support.^ Military associations, 
under the term of volunteers, were forming in the prin- 
cipal towns, and affairs seemed to be tending to a civil, 
war. This state of things induced Joseph to advance 
obsolete claims upon the United .Provinces, among 
which the most serious were those respecting the city 
and country of Maestricht, and a free navigation of the 
Scheldt, in April the States-General sent two pleni- 
])otentiaries to Brussels for tiie purpose of settling their 
disputes with the imperial court, but on the very day of 
their arrival a small detachment of Austrian troops en- 
tered'’ the Dutch territory, and took possession of Old 
Lillo, a fort which was neglected since the construction 
of New Lillo near it. The Austrians afterwards violated 
the Dutch territory in anot’itr jiart, and demolished 
the barriers. These transactions excited a great alarm 
in Holland, and troops were sent to Maestricht and 
other places. Recourse was also had to the French 
court, to procure its mediation with the eiujieror, which 
.was readily granted. The o))ening of the Scheldt 
being the principal object of the latter, who, among his 
other projects, had entertained that of reviving the an- . 
cient comlnerce of AntwA'p, an experiment was made 
of the acquiescence of the Dutch in this respect. A 
small Flemish vessel was sent down the river, which 
having 'passed the Fort of Lillo and the guard-ship 
s^tationed near it without notice, was remarked on its 
return, and hailed by the captain of the guard-ship to 
bring to lor the usual eiamination. The Fleming re- 
plied, that he had positive orders not to pay any respect 
to the fort, or submit to a search ; and a magistrate on 
board said to the Dutch officer^ that they did not acknow- 
ledge any Dutch or Zealand authority in that port. 
The trial being afterwards repeated, a gun was fired at 
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tlie vessel, and officers were sent* on board, when the 
master entered a formal protest againt the proceeding. 
The emperor soon after presented* a statement of his 
claims to the Dutch ministers»at Brussels as an ultima- 
tum, among which were the fre6 navigation of the 
Scheldt from Antwerp to the sea, the demolition of all 
the Dutch forts erected to command the river, and ar.. 
uninterru))ted commerce in the East and West Indies. 
Discussions of considerable Ipngth were now entered 
into, and the States displayed a disposition to make 
some concessions; when, to render the experiment on 
the Scheldt complete, an im})erial brig was sent down 
in October with orders to proceed to tlie sea without 
submitting to any detention or examination whatever. 
'The result was, that a broadside was fired into her by a 
Dutch armed cutter, with a threat of sending her to the 
bottom if she did not immediately bring to, with which 
she was obliged to comply. ()n the intclligencp of 
this transaction, the imperial ambassador was recalled 
from the Hague, the negociations at Brussels were 
broken off, ancl a large Austrian army was placed under 
orders to march for the ‘Netherlands. The French 
court now seriously interfered to prevent hostilities, 
and intimated that it would be under the necessity of 
assembling troops on the frontier, if' the emperor per- 
sisted in the design of using force. The Dutch on , 
their part made active preparations, and in November, 
a dyke near Lillo was broken down, and the adjacent 
tract was laid under water. In this state anairs were 
left, when the severity of winter Iiad suspended farther 
operations. The Austrian dominions in Transylvania 
and Vfallachia were at this time in a state of djsorder, 
from ; revolt of the peasants, who assembled in great 
nunihers, attacked the nobifity in their castles, in;ui\', 
of whom they massacred with their whole families, and 
committed ravages and cruelties of every kind. 

In tlie early jiart of this year, the Prince Royal of 
Denmark, having attained his 17th year, was declared 
major, and took his scat at tlie council board. This 
occurrence was immediately followed by a total cliange 
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in the Danish ministry, which had before consisted 
almost entirely of the adherents of the queen-dowager 
and her son. The counts Rosencrantz and Bernstorff 
were recalled from exile, 'and placed at the head of a 
new administration, and a new plan of government was 
framed, to which the signature .of the Incapable King 
'Vas obtained. This court revolution was effected with- 
out the least disturbance, and great moderation was 
shewn by the new possessors of power towards their 
predecessors. The queen-dowager retired to a castle 
which had been conferred or her in Holstein. 

In the month of June a volcanic' eruption broke out 
in Iceland, more extensive and dreadful in its ravages 
than that island had ever before experienced, and per- 
haps unparalleled in Europe with respect to the quantity 
of lava and other matter which was ejected from the 
bowels of the earth. It continued its devastations to 
the month of May in the following year. 
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Parliament* — Westminster Election* — Debts of the Nabob Arcot* 
— Mr.Pitfs Proposal for Parliamentary Reform* — Commercial In^ 
tercourse beliv^een Great Britain and Ireland* — National Congress 
for Reform in Ireland* — Nonimportation Agreements* — Emperor 
Joseph's Project for the Exchange of the Lovo Countries for Bavaria. 
^His Settlement tvith the Dutch. — Treaty betvoeen Holland and 
France. — Proceedings against the Stadikolder* — War bet'men 
Russia and the Tartars* — Inundations in Germany* 


The session of parliament after the recess was 
re-opened on January 2^th, by a speech from the 
throne, in which the objedt particularly recommended 
to consideration was the commercial intercourse be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland. One of the first 
subjects brought under discussion’ in the House of 
Commons was the scrutiny which had been demanded* 
by Sir Cecil Wray, against the majority of votes ob-j* 
tained by Mr. Fox at the last election for Westminster. 
The legality of this scrutiny, had been stropgiy con- 
tested by the opposition immediately after the mcetmg 
of the new parliament, but had been supported by the 
minisl>'y, and the high bailifi* of Westminster had been 
ordered to proceed in it wijh all practicable dispatch. 
After its continuance during eight months at a vast 
expence, not quite two out of tjje seven parishes in that 
city had been gone through ; and it was calculated that 
at this rate it would take more than two years longer to 
finish the scrutiny. A petition from several of the 
electors brought the mattel again before the House in 
February, and various motions were made by each party 
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respecting it. In the debates sonic severe personal 
altercation took place between Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, 
the former representing himself as ungenerously made 
the victim of the minister's persecuting roseptraent; 
the latter reproaching Mr. F. as wishing to recover 
that esteem with the public which he had forfeited by 
dtis detestable politics. *In conchfsion, after the minis- 
try had carried some questions, *thcy were dcfeatetl bjr 
a majority of 162 to 124,. and the scrutiny was termi- 
nated on the next day by the return of Lord Hood and 
Mr. Fox. An action was afterwards brought by Mr. 
Fox> against the high bailiff for not .returning him after 
the election, and 200 ^) 1 . damages were awarded to 
him. * 

The debts of the nabob of Arcot had long been a 
subject of investigation by the East India Comjiany, 
andi had obtained notice in the regulating bills both of 
Mr. fox and Mr. Pitt. In pursuance of the directions 
in the latter, the court of directors had prepared orders 
to be sent to the council at Madras, in which the^y were 
enjoined to proceed to a more complete investigation 
of the nature and origin of tfiese debts. The board of 
controul, to which these orders were communicated, 
rejected them, and caused a tiew letter to be drawn up, 
by which the claims of the creditors were establiilhed, 
.with a few limitations, and a fund for their payment 
was assigned out of the revenues of the Carnatic. In 
consequence of tliis proceedipg, a mdtidn was made in 
the House of Loixls by the Earf of Carlisle, on February 
18lh, for copies or extradsjof all letters or orders^ issued 
by the court of directors, ih pursuai^Ce of the injunc- 
tions contained in two classes of lae regulating abt,^ to 
be laid before the House. A debate ensued, '^itt which 
the propriety of the interference by the board of con- 
troul in i^s'iostance was warmly canv^sfed. The mo- 
tion’^iim^Btowcver, rejected wilhottt ^'division, *A simi- 
lar'Klhmpn was made in the House of Cdmmd^ 

ifttB more strict scrutiny was entered* friw, df the 
nature of the nabob's debts,* and the right of the lioafa 
of controul to act as ititad done. Un tMs occasion 
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Mr. Burke particularly clistinguihlicd himself by his 
eloquence, and the extent of hi,s information. The 
motion was lost on a division, hy IfJ-l to (if). 

Mr. Pitt, who stood deeply pledged to the advocates 
of parliamentary reform to use his endeavours both “ as 
a man and a ministenj^ for promoting their canse, on^ 
April 1 8th, after an inC;oductory speech of considerahle 
length, made a motion for leave to bring in a bill “ to 
amend the representation of the people of England 
in parliament.” The plan which he jiroposed was to 
transfer the right of decking rcjiresentativcs from 
decayed or decaying boroughs, to the counties, and the 
principal unrepresented towns, giving a pecuniary com- 
pensation to the owners and holders of the disfrancliised 
boroughs ; and to extend the right of voting fbi knights 
of the shire to copy-holders. The scheme of compen- 
sation was not ajiprovcd even by some of the friends 
to the system in general, and, after a long debate oh the 
motion, attended with much personality, it was nega- 
tived by 2'i8 against 171 *. 

Much time, during this^ session of parliament, was 
occupied with the discussion of propositions for adjust- 
ing the commercial intercourse between Great Britain 
and Ireland. A plan for this purpose, which had been 
framed in a conference between the British cabinet^ 
and commissioners deputed from the sister kingdom,^ 
was laid before the Irish House of Commons in Fe- 
bruary, and a set of resolutions was formed upon them ; 
which, having passed both Hoyses, was trtlnsinitVcd 
to England as the base of the agreement. Mr. Pitt 
then introduced the business in the English House of 
Commons with a review of the past concessions to 
Irela’.d ; and proceeding to riiose which were now pro-, 
posed, observed that they might be reduced to two 
heads ; 1. The importation of Cfie produce of our colo- 
nies in the West Indies and America llirough Ireland 
into Great Britain ; 2., A mutual exchange between 
the two countries of their ^'espective productions and 
manufactures upon equal terras. With regard to the first, 
he acknowledged that it seemed to .militate against the 
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navigation laws; but as Ireland had already been 
allowed to trade directly with the colonics, he thought 
that the importation of their produce into Great Britain 
circuitously through Ireland could not injure the direct 
colonial trade of this country. In return for these con- 
^cessions, he proposed that Ireland should consent to the 
'’payment of a certain annual spin out of the surplus of 
her hereditary revenue towards the general e^pences ol' 
the empire. 

Before the subject was again brought into the House, 
a report was drawn up by a^iommittee of the board of 
trade and plantations, stated as beihg founded u;)on the 
opinions of some of the principal mei’chants and manu- 
facturers in the kingdom who had been examined by 
them ; and in the mean time, these persons, joined by 
a great number of others from all parts of the nation, 
had held conferences among themselves relative to the 
Irish propositions. The statement of their opinions 
was so contradictory to that in the report, that it was 
thought necessary to examine the representatives of 
the different commercial interests at the bar of the 
House, and more than two months passed in receiving 
petitions and examining evidence on these topics. 
On May l^th Mr. Pitt again introduced his proposi- 
tions, with a variety of amendments, and the addition 
of ten new ones. Of the latter, the principal objects 
were to provide, that whatever navigation laws the 
British parliament should hereafter enact, the same 
should ‘be passed J)y «that of Ireland — that there 
should not be imported into Ireland, and thence int(> 
Great Britain, any West Indian commodities, except^ 
such as were the product of our own colonies — and 
that Ireland should not ‘trade to any country beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Ma- 
gellan, as long as the‘charter of the East India Com- 
pany should be continued. After long discussions in 
both Houses, a bill was*” framejJ upon these propositions, 
which was read for the firsf, time In the House of Com- 
mons on July 28 th. An address was then votetl to' the 
King, informing him of what had been done, and say- 



1785. 


ANNALS OF GEOHOE lU. 


355 


ing that it remained for the parliament of Ireland to 
judge and decide upon it. Whep the bill was trans- 
mitted to that countr)', it met with a very unfavourable 
rcccptidn ; several {)ublic bodies petitioned against it, 
and in the House of Commons much disapprobation, 
was manifested of tli^additions that had been made to 
the original plan. C«i August l^th the secretary to 
the Lord Lieutenant moved for a bill corresponding to 
that of the English ministc/, when very animated de- 
1)ates ensued, especially on the part of the opposition. 
On a division, the votes were for bringing in the bill 
127, against it lOS! So small a majority in the Hojisc, 
with so much discontent without, was insulficient to 
encourage the administration to push the bill ; and the 
mover, iiaving .procured it to be read tlie first time 
and printed, declared that he should proceed no further 
in tlie business during the present session. 

The national congress of Ireland for the pur])?)se of 
parliamentary reform, held their second meeting on 
January 2d, wliich was attended by about 200 persons, 
of whom were the delegates of 27 counties. They 
had ^iftcrwards several adjourned meetings, the last of 
which was on April 20th. In JV'lay the bill, Ibnnerly 
moved by Mr. Elood, was again .introduced to the 
House of Commons, and again rejected. 

The city of J^ublin continued through the whole oY 
this summer in a state of perturbation j and after the 
rising of parliament, non- importation agreements became 
frequent in the capital, and^prpad into every qiuiater 
of the kingdom. They were even sanctioned by tlie 
grand juries; and the merchants in the ports fbuntl it 
nccc*^ ^ary to comply with them. In order to* restrain 
iolenccs of mobs, the military were posted m 
tlie most disorderly parts of the capital, where their 
presence naturally inflamed tile passions of those whom 
their arms kept in awe ; and the Lord-Lieutenant, the 
Duke of Rutland, thoygh a nobleman of popular man- 
ners, underwent .some injirtifying proofs of the odium 
which his government had incurred. 

A A 2 
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The Emperor of Germany, ever busied with projects 
often inconsistent with each other, and rarely brought 
to execution, had, in the last year, formed a secret 
scheme for the .exchange* of the Low Countries (for 
the interests of which he was at the eve of a war with 
the Dutch) against the elector^.e of Bavaria, which 
Voiild doubtless have been a very desirable accession 
to the Austrian dominions. He carried on a negoci* 
ation with the Elector Palatine, also Elector of Bavaria, 
on the subject, whidi was not made public till the 
Empress of Russia, Josephus political ally, wrote to 
the Duke of Deux-Ponts, presumptive heir to the Elec- 
tor Palatine, to obtain his concurrence in the plan. 
The Duke disclosed the affair to the King of Prussia, 
and claimed his interposition as guarantee of the treaty 
of Tcschen ; and Frederic, the perpetual opposer of 
the aggrandizement of Austria, formed a confederation 
among the German princes, (the Elector of Hanover 
being one,) signed on July ‘23d, for the purpose of 
maintaining the indivisibility of the empire, and the 
rights of the Germanic body. J'oseph, greatly incensed, 
made vigorous preparations 'for war, which were car- 
ried on with equal activity by the other party. ’ On 
mature consideratiqn, however, the Emperor found it 
most prudent to proceed no further in the meditated 
bxcbahge, and the threatened storm insensibly died 
Uway. • 

Whilst the Emperor’s attention was thus drawn to- 
wards Geianany, the Dutch were intent upon warding 
off the blow with which they were menaced ; but their 
principal reliance was upon the pro<^eCtion,of the court 
of France, which, chiefly ‘at the iftstigation of the 
Count of Vergennes, had .sent the Marshal de Maille- 
Bois to take the chieT command of their forces. Ne- 
gociations for an accommodatioit were carried on 
dufing the summer at Paris under the mediation of 
France j and on the Emperor’s return to Vienna after 
along tour, towards the close of July, he gave audi- 
ence to the Dutch deputies, ‘who, with much humility, 
apologized for the insult offered to his flag. On Sep- 
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tember 20th, preliminary articles of peace were signed 
at Paris between the Emperor and the States General, 
which yere the base of a definitive treaty concluded 
on November 8th. By its articles, the Emperor’s 
sovereignty over every part of the Scheldt, from Ant- 
werp to the limits of Si^ftingen in Dutch FlandSrs, ws^i^ 
recognized, but from that point to the sea, the river, 
with all its mouths, was to remain under the sove- 
reignty of the States ; and thus the free navigation of 
Antwerp was frustrated. The Emperor renounced all 
his claims upon ^^aestrirfit, on consideration of the 
payment of a large sum of money by the States ; and 
as he had already obtained a considerable loan from the 
States of Brabant on the ground of his exertions for 
the Netherlands, his pecuniary projects, at least, were 
not without success. 

A treaty of alliance between the Dutch republic 
and the King of France immediately fbllowcil the 
peace which the latter had mediated. Its stipulations 
were calculated to draw as closely as possible the 
bonds of amity and mutdid defence, which proceeded 
so far, that each promised not to contract any future 
alliance or engagement whatever which should be 
directly or indirectly contrary to the present treaty. 
Tn matters of commerce, each was to be treated by th^ 
other as the most favoured nation ; and in every olhe]^ 
point they were, on all occasions, to give each other 
mutual assistance. The French having now a prepon- 
derant influence over the Dufch«councils, that party iu 
the state which had always been opposers of the high 
authority vested in the stadtholderate, was urgbd^to pur- 
sue w’th vigour their schemes for abolishing that office, 
or at least greatly abridging* its prerogatives ; and the 
bodies of volunteers, to which the late dissensions and 
dangers had given rise, excised a democratic spirit, 
which, though it militated against the authority of the 
antient aristocracy, was still more hostile to that of 
the Stadtholdcr. A rict which occurred at the 
Hague, in consequence of the appearance of! some 
volunteers with their badges in that town, the inhabit- 
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ants of ■which are zealously devoted to the House of 
Orange, gave a prctpxt to the acting cominittee of the 
States of Holland for depriving the Prince of his 
govei iiment of the Hague. and his body guard, in con- 
sequence of which aftront he withdrew to his own 
ciry of» IJreda, and sent his ^incess and family to 
‘West h’riseland. The King o/ Prussia on this occa- 
sion remonstrated with the States of Plollaiid on the 
treatment of his nephew, ‘but was so little attended to, 
that they issued an order to transfer all the military 
honours usually paid to thc*Stadtl)older, to their own 
president and pensionary; which' was followed by 
another to discharge the troops from the obligation of 
their oath to the Stadtholder, and enjoin a new oath to 
the States alone. Such was the prospect of aflairs in 
Holland at the close of the year. 

From the time of the seizure of the Krimca by Rus- 
sia, a petty war was carried on between the Russians 
and the Tartar tribes of Caucasus and the regions 
about the Caspian sea. It was subsisting in the 
present year, and the captijns of a Tartar Khan and 
his family, who wore brought prisoners to Petersburgh, 
attested a victory of the Russians. The latter were 
also successful against the Tartars of the Kuban ; and 
a pretended prophet. Sheik Mansour, with his fanatical 
disciples, were defeated with great slaughter. 

Destructive inundations occurred in several parts of 
Europe, particularly in Germany, where vast losses 
wqre sustained. This calamity, joined to the incle- 
mency of the seasons, occasioned a scarcity approach- 
ing to a famine in the north of Europe. 
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Parliament. — King*H S})cech and Debates. — Duke of' Richmond's 
Plan of Fortification rejected. — Mr. Pittas Plan for reducing the 
National Debt. — Duty on Wine Iran f erred to (he Excise. — Com- 
mission for enquiring into the Forests and Land Revenues of the 
Craviii. — Impeachment of Mr. Hastings. — Amendmc7it to the 
India Bill. — Convention with Spain respecting the Logwood Cut- 
ters. — Commercial Treaty with France. — Works at Cherbourg and 
other Measures in France. — Ferments in the United Provinces . — 
Death of the King of Prussia. — Swedish Diet. — EmpBror of 
Germany's Proceedings. — Empress of Russia. — Rebel Beys of 
Fgypt defeated. — Death of Kien Longt Emperor of China. — At- 
tempt on the King*s Life by Margaret Nicholson. 

• 

In the speech from the throne with which the ses- 
sion of Parliament was opened, January UMh, after 
notice was taken of the amicable conclusion to which 
the disputes had been brought that threatened th* 
tranquillity of Europe, and of the suspended state oS 
the attempt to adjust the commercial intercourse be- 
tween Great Britain and Irelfind, the attention of the 
House of Commons was particularly called to *tlie 
establishment of a plan for the reduction of the national 
debt. In the debate on the usual address, Mr. Fox 
took .occasion to censure th§ ministry for their neglect 
in cultivating continental alliances, to which he altrt- 
butod the ascendancy which J^ance had gained in the 
concerns of the United Provinces. He then entered 
into a^w'ide field of European politics, and alluded to 
several instances in w!iich ministers had been blame- 
able in not taking advantage of the occurrences of tiie 
time. He was replied to by Mr. Pitt in a tone of 
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sarcasm; and the debate would not here have been 
touched upon, had it not served to display the different 
sentiments of these eminent persons relative to the im- 
portant subject of the degree in which this island ought 
to involve itself in the affairs of the continent. 

The fjrst question of importanc&that came under par- 
Kamentary discussion related to a measure proposed by 
the Duke of Richmond, master-general of the ordnance, 
w'hich was that of fortifying the dock-yards of Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth. A board of naval and military' 
officers, of which the Duke w»s president, had been ap- 
pointed by the King; which had take/i into consideration 
the plan proposed for that purpose, and made their re- 
port upon it ; and an estimate of the expence had been 
given by a board of engineers, amounting to 760,000/. 
After the estimate, and as mucli of the report as was 
thought advisable, had been laid before the House of 
Commons, Mr. Pitt, on February 27th moved a resolu- 
tion importing a general approbation of the design of 
fortifying the dock-yards of Portsmouth and Plymouth. 
A debate followed in which tlie measure was fully dis- 
cussed by speakers for and against the question. Among 
the opposers Mr. Sheridan was particularly distin- 
guished, and his speech had probably a considerable 
effect on the decision. When the division took place, 
t!ie Ayes and Noes were exactly equal, the numbers of 
each being 169 ; and the Speaker, as usual in such 
cases, being called upon for his casting vote, he gave 
it on the negative side, which put an end to the pro- 
ject. 

The suggestion concerning the reffuction of the na- 
tional debt, introduced intt) the King*s speech, was fol- 
lowed up, early in the session, by the minister’s motion 
fur a select commrttee to examine and report what 
might be exl^cted to be«the future annual amount of 
the income and expenditure. I'his report having been 
laid before the House; Mi'. Pitt, on March 29th, bi ought 
in his proposition for the gracfual diminution of the 
debt,, which has since produced such remarkable effects. 
After a statement at large of the actual and probable 
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financial resources of the country, he drew the follow- 
ing conclusions. 1st, That the yearly income of the 
state ex^ceeded the permanent ^®vel of its expenditure 
by 9UO,boO/. : 2d, that this sum m^ht be augmented to 
a million by means nowise burdensome to the people : 
3d, that although th& present establishment exceeded- 
in some points those stated in the report of the select 
committee, yet there were pmple resources to over- 
balance such excesses without having recourse to new 
taxes : 4<th, that the ways and means of the present 
year would be su|pcient*to furnish the supplies, to- 
gether with 250,000/. quarterly, towards a fund for pay- 
ing the national debt. With respect to the mode for 
securing the due application of this fund to its object, 
ho proposed to vest in a certain number of commis- 
sioners the full power of disposing of it in the purchase 
of stock in their names for the public, to whom shoqld be 
issued from the exchequer the annual million in quar- 
terly payments, previously to any other money, except 
the interest of the national debt itself. He calculated 
that the interest of the stobk so purchased, accumulating 
at compound interest, together with the annuities which 
would fall into that fund, would in 28 years amount to 
a sum that would leave a surplus of Tour millions annu- 
ally to be applied, if necessary, to the exigencies of tho 
state. In appointing the commissioners he said her 
should endeavour to choose persons of weight and cha- 
racter Corresponding to the importance of the tyust ; and 
he mentioned the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
the chancellor of the exchequer, the master of the rolls, 
the governor and deputy governor of the bank of Eng- 
land, and the accountant general in chancery, as proper 
to be of the number. He concluded with moving an 
annual grant of one million ^ commissioners for the 
purpose above-mentioned, to arise out of the sinking 
fund. . 

' Th^ policy of the pmnciple of making the' income of 
the state so far exceed its expenditure as to leave a sur- 
plus for the discharge of the national debt, being uni- 
versally acknowledged, the motion was carried without 
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a division. Various objections, however, were made to 
the mode proposed by Mr. Pitt for effecting this pur- 
pose, which were a subject pf* debate ; and Mr. Sheridan 
formed upon them allseries of resolutions, which were 
negatived without a division. Additional clauses were 
ahie proposed, and admitted ; and/Che bill, having passed 
both houses, received the royal assent. 

On May 22d, Mr. Pitt ^brought in a bill for trans- 
ferring certain duties on wines from the customs to the. 
excise. He stated that the amount of the duty on wines 
was considerably less at this 'time than it had been in 
the middle of the last century, which defalcation he at- 
tributed, partly to the importation of large quantities 
of foreign wine without paying the duty, and principally 
to the sale of a spurious home-made liquor under its 
name, both which causes would be removed by the 
present bill. Objections were made, which especially 
regarded the mode of trial adopted by the excise laws, 
as being abhorrent to the law of the land j and Mr. 
Beaufoy moved an amendment, to give the subject, in 
cases of information consequent upon this bill, an op- 
tional right of being tried by jury ; which was nega- 
tived by a majority of 95 to 30. The bill afterwards 
passed into a law. ' 

j On June 23d, in pursuance of a message from the 
King, Mr. Pitt moved for a bill to appoint commis- 
sioners for enquiring into the condition of the woods, 
forests, and land-revenues belonging to the crown. A 
stremg objection againet Ihis bill was taken from the 
unlimited power it gave to the commissioners to call 
for and, keep all titles, plans, and docMilf'ents relating 
to land holden of the crown. *Mr. JollifSb, who made 
Uiis objection, moved amendments for the protection 
of title-deeds, and for' obliging the commissioners 
to report their proceedings- to the Houie^' which were 
admitted without a division, and the bill passj^d the 
Commons. In the House of 'Lords it was severely 
animadverted upon by Lord Loughborough, on account 
of the inquisitorial and othei' new powera conferred 
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by it, but on a division it was carried by 28 votes 
against 18. 

A motion of Mr. Marshan^ for a bill to extend the 
disqualifications for voting at elections for members 
of parliament to persons holding places in the navy 
and ordnance ofHce^ was opposed by tbq ibinistqf.., 
and negatived by a large majority. 

This session of parliament was remarkable for the 
commencement of that public prosecution of Mr. 
Hastings for liis conduct as governor-general of British 
India whicli so long engaged the public attention. The 
subject was first introduced to the House of Commons 
by Mr. Burke in February. After causing the clerk 
to read the resolutions of censure and recall of Mr. 
Hastings moved by Mr. Dundas in May 1782, and ob- 
serving that he agreed with the friends of Mr. Hastings 
in the opinion that these resolutions should not be 
suffered to remain a mere calumny on their journals, 
he took a view of the different modes of proceeding 
against state delinquents, and gave reasons for preferring 
that of impeachment. He concluded by moving for 
copies of the correspondence which, from January 1782, 
had passed between Warren Hastings, Esq. and the 
court of directors, relative to presents and other money 
received by him ; which was carried. After varioqg 
other motions for papers, some of which passed, aqd 
others were rejected, Mr. Burke, in his place, on April 
4th, made a charge against Warren Hastings, late go- 
vernor-general of Bengal, of sundry high crimes ^nd 
misdemeanours } and delivered in the nine first articles 
of this charge, the rest, amounting in the who]e to 22, 
being presented in the following week. Mr. Hastings, 
on the 26th, requested by petition to the House that lie 
might be permitted to be heard in his defence to the 
several articles, and might lie allowed a copy of the 
same I which was granted. , 

AsUhe vast compass of this celebrated prosecution 
renders it impossible to give a clear view of the nature 
of the several charges, and the arguments produced in 
their support and refiitation, witliiu the limits of a sue- 
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cinct narrative, no more will be attempted than to re- 
cord the principal facts of its long annals. 

On June 1st, Mr. Burjte brought forward hjs accu- 
sation on the Rohilla war, and moved that it afforded 
ground for charging Mr. Hastings with high crimes 
jijpd misdemeanours. He caused' a resolution of 1782 
to be read in order to show that the House had already, 
in strong terms, reprobated his conduct in that war. 
The motion was, however, rejected by the majority of 
119 to 67. 

On June 13th, the charge respe.cting the Rajah of 
Benares was opened by Mr. Fox ; and the result was 
that it was voted by 119 to 79» “ that there w'as matter 
of impeachment against W. Hastings in the said 
charge.” 

Mr. Pitt was on the affirmative side in this article, 
for which he was severely reproached by some of the 
friends of the accused, who declared that it was in the 
full confidence of the minister’s protection that they had 
urged Mr. Burke to bring forward his charges. 

During the course of thesa |}roceedings, Mr. Dundas 
brought in a bill for amending Mr. Pitt’s act for regu- 
lating the government of the East India Company, by 
enlarging the powers of the governor-general. 

The proposed augmentation consisted in vesting in 
bim the nomination to vacant seats in the council ^ in 
uniting the offices of governor-general and commander 
in chief ; and in authorizing him to decide upon every 
measure, whether his «coilncil agreed with him or not. 
The bill was warmly opposed in both Houses, but was 
supported by great majorities, and passed into a law. 

The session of parliament closed on July 11th. 
o In July a convention waS signed at London by the 
Marquis of Carmarthen* on the part of the King of 
Great^ritain, aud Don* Bernardo del Campo on that 
of the-iKing of Spain, for the purpose of settlihg the 
differences between the two crowns relative to the 
logwood cutters in South America. By its terms, 
the English and those colonists who have enjoyed the 
protection of England were to evacuate the country 
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of the Mosquitos, continental hnd insular, as far as 
a described line ; in return for which, more extensive 
limits than those specified in the' last treaty of peace 
were assigned to them bej^nd another line, witliin 
which they were allowed to cut, not only dyeing woods, 
but mahogany, and to gather all other products of the 
earth, but without the permission of establishing plan?-" 
ations of sugar, coffee, cocoa, or the like. The 
Spanish sovereignty was likewise preserved over the 
tountry, which was granted to the English only for 
the purposes above specified. 

A treaty of commerce and navigation between the 
Kings of Great Britain and France, founded upon the 
principle of mutual advantages and privileges, and 
embracing a great variety of objects, was signed at 
Versailles on September 26th by William Eden, Esq. 
and the Sicur .Joseph Matt. Gerrard De Rayneval. 
Its leading commercial object was the admission, opon 
easier terms, of the staple products and manufactures 
of each country into the other, so as to form a balance 
of trade between the two^ and promote the demand 
for their respective commodities } an object which 
the jealousy and frequent disputes between the two 
nations had for a long time past rendered unattainable. 
A liberal and enlightened spirit was also displayed with 
respect to the reciprocal treatment of subjects of each* 
kingdom while residing in the other; and the inhos^^ 
pitable droit dHauhaine, or right claimed by the crown 
of France to the property of foreigners dyiug in tljat 
country, was abrogated with respect to British sub- 
jects. 

The French government at this time manifested 
uncommon attention to every point connected with naval 
and c.jinmercial improvement. For the former purpose 
stupendous works were undertaken in order to render 
the h^boUr of Cherbourg capable of receiving men 
of wa» and in June the Kihg paid a visit to that 
port, {Rid was present at the launching of one of the 
vast cmies which were to* form the base of a mole. 
A col<j|iy of American whale fisliers, chiefly ^^uakers 
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from Nantucket, arrived at Dunkirk, to be settled 
there with every security for their civil and religious 
rights, under the adspices of M. De Calonne. Some 
indulgences were grantecktc the protestants in 'France; 
and tlie peasantry were relieved in regard to some of 
their njost burdensome services. ^ 

- » The United Provinces were in this year thrown into 
a state of the greatest ferment and disorder through 
the violence of their political contests. In the assem- 
bly of the states of Holland and West Friseland, held 
at the Hague in March, after extremely warm debates 
on the question of restoring the Prince of Orange to 
his command of the Hague, it was carried in the ne- 
gative by a majority of one only in nineteen votes. 
This resolution produced a letter from the new King 
of Prussia to the States General, 'in which he strongly 
urged that body to interpose with the states of Holland 
and .West Friseland for the restoration of the Stadt- 
holder to his rights, and offered his mediation, with 
that of other friends of the republic, for terminating 
the differences among then\. Five of the provinces 
referred the consideration of this letter to the committee 
for foreign affairs ; but that of Holland refusing to 
admit any foreign interference in its domestic concerns, 
paid no regard to the application. 

' 'fhe Prince of Orange, who for some time had taken 
-up his residence at Middlebnrg with his fnnily, at 
length thought proper to remove to Guelderiaml, the 
states of which province, as well as those of the 
neighbouring province of Utrecht, were much at- 
tached to him, and which immediately borders upon 
the Prussian territories. He still retJned the military 
command of five provinces, the forces of which were 
'about equal to those, of Holland. In Guelderland, 
the burghers o-f the towns of Hattem and Elburg, en- 
couraged«lfy the states of Hollanil, proving refractory 
to the i^hority of the states of tiie provirRe, the 
latter «|^sed a resolution changing the Stadthotder, as 
captain-general, to send a body of troops for ^Ire pur- 
pose of reducing them to obedience. The l^urghers 
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of Ilattem, joined by volunteers ‘from different quarters, 
mounted cannon, and made a show of resistance, but 
a few discharges from the regular'troops so much inti- 
midated them, that they abatidoned their town at one 
gate as the regulars entered at the other ; and Elburg 
was deserted in the same manner with less resistance. 
In resentment of this proceeding of the Prince of* 
Orange, the states of Holland suspended him from all 
the functions appertaining. to his office of captain- 
•general within their province ; and recalling their 
troops lirom Maestricht and other garrisons, they 
formed a line of defence on the inland frontier. They 
also directed their general to attend to the succour of 
the city of Utreclit if any attempt should be made 
against it by tlie states of that province, who, after 
violent contests, had been obliged to withdraw to 
Amersfort. Such was the deplorable condition of the 
United Provinces at the close of this year. 

Frederic King of ih'ussia, who has perhaps, of all 
modern sovereigns, best merited the title of the Great, 
sunk under the rapid decline of an exhausted consti- 
tution on August 17th, tn the 75th year of his age. 
Chargeable as all the early part of his career may have 
been with unprincipled apnbition, rapacity, and despo- 
tism, his latter years exhibited lain in the character 
of a mild and beneficent sovereign, whose cares wer^! 
devoted to the happiness an<i prosperity of his subjects^ 
and of a patriotic assertor of the rights of that Ger- 
manic body of which he was the most illustrious mem- 
ber. llis death produced no thange in the political 
system of the court of Berlin, and it hss been already 
seen tliat his nephew and successor, Frederic .William 
111. interfered in favour of his brother-in-law the Prince 
of Orange, with as much vigour as the old King could 
have done. , 

Th f first Swedish diet since the revolution assembled 
in th(| montli of May. Altliough there appeared the 
greati st cordiality between the King and the States, 
yet tl e latter preserved s6 much of the spirit of their 
ancic] t freedom as to reject some of his Majesty’s pro- 
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posals. The diet broke up after a very short session. 
The practice of torture was totally abolished by the 
King of Sweden. 

The Emperor of Gerncany proceeded in hit multi- 
farious plans of reform, civil and ecclesiastical ; among 
which jvas the abrogation of the old laws, and the 
•eotablishment of an entire new code. In this system 
capital punishment was nearly abolislied, but the sub- 
stitutions were, in many cases, so severe, that humanity 
rather lost than gained: the suppression of religious 
orders was persisted in, and a list was this year pub- 
lished of 413 monasteries and 211 nunneries suppressed 
since 1782. 

The court of Bavaria, the most bigoted in Germany, 
having at this time invited a papal nuncio to reside at 
Munich, the German prelates, in alarm at the measure, 
applied to the Emperor for his protection, who pub- 
lished a memorial, in wliich he positively declared 
against any jurisdiction of the court of Rome in the 
ecclesiastical affairs of Germany. This declaration 
was condrmed at a conference of the ecclesiastical 
princes. 

The Empress of Russia, who had planned a most 
magnificent progress to her new kingdom of Taurida, 
or tlie Krimea, and its vicinity, was obliged to defer it 
on account of the increased confederacies of the Tar- 
<brs, who maintained the war against the Russians with 
great vigour, and gave them a considerable defeat in 
the region of Caucasus. 

Egypt having been long a prey to the contentions of 
the rebel beys, of whom, Murad and his party had 
taken possession of the lower jiart of that country, the 
Porte sent out a powerful armament under the command 
<:;f Hassan Bey, the captain pashaw, who sailed for the 
Nile, and landed his forces at Rosetta. Proceeding 
to Cairo, he gave Murad and the beyy a tofisl and , 
bloodj^efeat in the suburbs of tliat city, wh|!ch he 
enter^i and obliged the rebels io take refuge inidJpper 
Egyjili: ‘ i 
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The aged Emperor of Chin^ Kietf' aft<^ a 
reign of more than fifty years, dif d at' PSkin, leaving 
the character of one of the best and ittost'enltghteped 
soverei^s of his dynasty. Solne difterepdes among the 
Chinese and Russians at the place where trade is carried 
on between the two empires had previously oedasioned ^ 
an interruption in that commerce on the part of China’. 

Among the remarkable domestic incidents of this 
year was an attempt on his Majesty’s life by a woman, 
who presenting a paper to him as he was alighting from 
his post chariot at the garden-gate of St. James’s, made 
a stroke at his breast with a concealed knife. Tlie 
blow was happily avoided by a backward movement, 
and as she was about to make another thrust, her hand 
was caught by a yeoman of the guard, and the_ knife 
taken from her, the King, with his characteristic hu- 
manity, exclaiming, “ I am not hurt —• take care of the 
poor woman — do not hurt her.” On examination she 
was found to be one Margaret Nicholson, a person in 
obscure life from the North of England, whose reason 
was bewildered by some it^ane ideas of rights to the 
crown. Her insanity being fully apparent to the privy 
council, she was committed to custody as a lunatic. 
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Parliament* ~ Discussion on the Cdmmercial Treaty mth France. — 
Question concerning the Peerage of Scotland.^ Plan for the Conso^ 
lidation (f Duties zn the Customs and Excise. — Motion for the Repeal 
of the Corporation and Test Acts^ r^ected. Prince of Wales* s 
Debts f ana Addition to his Alloioance. — Bill for farming the DvJty 
on Post-horses. — Proceedings relative to the Impeachment tf Mr* 
Hastings. Hostile preparations rf En^nd and France termi- 
nating in a Convention . — Winter Session <f Parliament opened: 
Kings l^eech. — Affairs in the United Provinces . — Affront offered 
to me Princess qf Orange. — • Armed interference of Prussia^ and 
Restoration of the Stadtholder. — Disturbances in the Austrian 
Netherlands.-— ^ Notables assembled in France.— Quarrel betvoeen 
the Court and Parliament of Paids . — War declared betwen the 
Ottoman Porte and Russia. — Embassy from Tippoo to Constan- 
tinople. 

After an unusUally long recess, parliament was 
riopened on January 2dd by a speech from the throne, 
«6ne leading topics of which were the. trea|^ of com> 
merce lately concluded with France, and the state of 
the revenue. On the ^th of February, Mr. Pitt moved 
thht the House should form itself into a committee for 
taking into consideration that pkr^ ^f his Majesty*s 
roeecn which referred to fhe commercial treaty with 
Inance. Some iho^QOS for delay by the opposition 
"having been negatived, tifie minister, on the lfi!th,,took 
up the fflibject in a ,|ong ^s^lanlitton and defence 
of th^Bhty in question. As foundatiw of a 
congtt|Pral connection* between' the two c<iantnes, 
he^^ffl^cl it as an allowed ^t, that France lad the 
si^l^ority in her natural' products, and Gr ^at Bn* 
tam in her mmiufactures and artificial proc [jtctions; 
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Upon this relative condition, a valuable intercourse of 

trade between the two nations nsieht be established, 
each having its own distinct staple; and instead of 
clashing in their respective pursuits of wealth, they 
might re^mble two opulent traders in different branches, 
carrying on a mutually beneficial traffic with each other. 
After going through a. variety of particulars to show 
that the demand for our manufactures was likely fully 
to balance that for* the Frentfii commodities, and that 
whatever reduction our revenue might undergo from 
the diminution of duties on*some articles, would be com- 
pensated by increase in others ; he proceeded to answer 
some objections made to the political tendency of the 
treaty. It had been said that its effects would be to com- 
pose that jealousy and rivalry between the two countries 
which was so essential to the welfare of Great Britain, 
France being naturally and necessarily its enemy. This 
principle he held to be a national prejudice, unworthy of 
an enlightened people ; and he regarded it as a libel upon 
the constitution of political societies to suppose that any 
two states were necessarily enemies. He concluded 
with moving a resolution, that all the articles of the 
produce and manufactures of the European dominions 
of the French King, not specified in the tariff of the 
treaty, shall be importi^d into this kingdom on the pay- 
ment of duties as low as, any payable on the like articles'* 
from any other European nation. Mr. Fox followed in 4 ^ 
long speech, the principal object of which was to prove, 
that the only situation in whichj Great Britain coidd 
stand in., the general system of Europe with honour, 
dignit}^ and saf^ty,^ was as a counterpoise to the power 
of France. Having with 4 II his energy .maintained this 
politicafpoiht, he proceeded to co^dej^, the treaty in a.^ 
comm.efciarview, and Supported a petitidd which had 
been j^i^ented from id alSQ^tion of manufacturers 
hailed ®e Chamber of (jojnmerce, for further delibera- 
tion so important subject, tjle then' moved an 
amedd^nt, which, after -several other speakers had 
jbiiied the debate, was negatived, and the resolution 
was ag^ed to by a majority of S4<8 .^o 118. 

BBS 
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The committee of the house bein^ again formed, 
Mr. Pitt moved his second resolution, that the wines of 
France be imported upon as low duties as the present 
duties upon Portugal win^s. This motion brought on 
a warm discussion of the general commercial merits of 
^the treaty, as well as of the resolution in question, 
which was strongly opposed as militating against the 
Methuen treaty with Portugal, and Mr. Fox moved as 
an amendment, that the' duty upon Portugal wines 
should at the same time be reduced one>third. This 
was negatived ; and the rejxort of the committee was 
afterwards brought up and agreed to by a great majo- 
rity. It is unnecessary to notice the farther debates 
which took place in this House, or those which occurred 
in the House of Lords, relative to the commercial treaty. 
It was finally approved in both Houses by large majori- 
ties; and an address, in which both concurred, was 
pres^ted to the King, thanking him for having entered 
into the treaty. It appears that upon the whole, the 
manufacturing interest of this country was better satis- 
fied with it, than that of France. 

About this time a constitutional point relative to the 
peerage of Scotland was decided by the House of 
Lords. Two peers of the sixteen representing that 
body in parliament, the Earl of Abercorn, and the Duke 
*bf Queensberry, having during the late prorogation 
“been created peers of Great Britain, the question oc- 
curred, whether, after such creation, they could con- 
tinue to sit in their forpaer representative capacity. The 
act of union was silent on this subject, and the only pre- 
cedent was that of the Duke of Athol, who, upon suc- 
ceedin'g to an Eimiish peerage, had continued to sit in 
both qualities. The<discussioQ iVas introduced on Feb- 
*'ruarv by Lord Stormont in a motion importing 
thatwPearl of AbercOm, one of the sixtem peers 
repM^ting the peerage of Scotland, having b«en cre- 
atea*viscount Hamilton, doth, thereby cease tn sit as 
a representative of the Scot;ph peerage. In hif speech 
ruppurcing this motion, his lordship principal^/ dwdt 
upon the incompatibility of the two charactersj/ a peer 
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possessing a temporary seat by Election, and one holding 
a hereditary seat. The motion was opposed by the lord 
chancellor and the Earl of Morcton, and was supported 
by Lcfrd Loughborough, ^pon a division it was car- 
ried by 52 votes to 38 ; and was followed by a motion of 
the same tenour relative to the Duke of ^u^ensberry, 
created Baron Douglas. • ' 

A plan for the consolidation of the several duties 
upon articles in the customs, and the excise, so as to 
convert them into single duties upon each article, was 
introduced by Mr.' Pitt qn February 20th, and met with 
the general concurrence of the ho'use. Objections 
were, however, made to an intention of including in 
the plan the duties to be imposed upon merchandize to 
be imported in consequence of the new commercial 
treaty wdth France j but they were over-ruled, and the 
bill framed upon this proposal passed into a law. 

On March 28th Mr. Beaufoy made a motion for 
taking into consideration the repeal of the corporation 
and test acts. With respect to the latter of these acts, 
he showed, from its title^ that its design was to prevent 
dangers from popish recusants ; and he related from tlie 
history of the time, that the dissenters had determined « 
not to oppose it, considering it as, then essential to the 
safety of the kingdom, and confiding in the justice of 
parliament that a bill for their relief should af^erwaftls 
be passed — that such a bill was actually passed, ^ut 
was first defeated by a prorogation of parliament, and 
afterwards by the clerk’s steajing the bill. Witji re- 
spect to the corporation act, it was passed in the year 
after the restoration, when nicn’s minds were under the 
agi'ation occasioned by the late troubles. *Hc then 
entered into the general right of every man to follow 
his own religious principles without being liable “to 
penakies for so doing, unles»they were injurious to the 
community, and endeavoured to prove that the present 
dissmters were no jiist objebts of jealousy to the state, 
'^etootion was oppose(| first by Lord North, and then 
■% Mr. Pitt, and was supported by Mr. Fox. Othei 
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members joined In the debate, and the question being 
put, the motion was negatived by I78 to 100 . 

The debts contracted by the Prince of Wales, since 
the allowance settled upondiim on his coming of age in 
1733, had for some time been a subject of conversation, 
and had, been made known to the public by a great 
feduction of his establishment at Carlton-house. No 
overture having been made for his relief by his Majesty 
or the ministers, his Royal Highness, whose political 
connections lay among the opposition, consented to 
an appeal being made in pariyiament to the generosity 
of the nation, in his behalf ; and on April SOth, Mr. Al- 
derman Ne^vnhatn demanded of the chancellor of the 
exchequer, whether it was the intention of the ministers 
to bring forward any proposition for rescuing the Prince 
of Wales from his present embarrassed situation. Mr. 
Pitt having replied that he had received no command 
on the.subject from his Majesty, the alderman signified 
his intention of making a motion on the subject upon a 
day which he named. On some subsequent conversa- 
tion in the house relative to the nature of the intended 
motion, Mr. Rolle rose and declared that the question 
involved matter by which the constitution both in 
church and state might be materiaUy affected, and which 
it would be necessary to enquire into ; in which he was 
understood to allude to a connection between the Prince 
and a lady of the Rmnan catholic persuasion, which was 
rumoured to have been attended with a ceremonial for- 
bidden by the laws of the country* Some very warm 
conversation took place'^on this, topic, ^ich at length 
produced an assertion from IV^r. Fox, ihgt the supposed 
fact not* only could never have happened legally, but 
never did happen in any way whatsoever, and had from 
the beginning been a base and. msJieio|js falsehood; and 
this hejUpIned was spoken by hi|n ffom direct autho- 
rity. J[^re the day ai'rived ipr wbmh Mr. Nem^ham 
had|ii|Kunced his motion; Mn P^t informed the wince 
by l|Mdaje 8 ty*s command,^ tl^t tf the intended. mptson 
witbdnawn, every thing should. be settled^ bis 
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Royal Highnesses satisfaction. ‘This being assented to* 
a message from the King was delivered to both Houses 
on May Slst, in which it was mentioned ^at his Ma- 
jesty had directed 10,000/^ »year from the civil list to 
be added to the allowance of the Prince» who had given 
full assurance of confining his future expencus within 
his income ; and that he had ordered an estimate 
Prince’s debts to be Idd before parliament, for which 
he hoped his faithul Commons would make a provision. 
‘The result was, that the Commons voted an address to 
the King, requesting tbqt the sum of 781*000/. might 
be made payable ofi the Prince’s account out of the civil 
list, which they promised to make good. 

On April 2uth Mr. Pitt brought in a bill for authori- 
sing the treasury to let out to farai the duty on post-horses. 
It was proposed that the island should be divided into 
districts, on each of which the tax was to be put up to 
public auction for three years, and in order that the 
public might lose nothing, the bidders were to begin 
from the highest sum which the district had yet pro- 
duced. The reason which he gave for this proposal 
was the fraudulent evasion of the tax through the col- 
lusion between the innkeepers and collectors, which 
prevailed to such a degree, that a Ifurge proportion of it 
never found its way into the exchequer. No greater 
powers were to be conferred upon the farmers thdn 
were possessed the presmit collectors, and it 
from their supenor vigilance alone that they could 
derive any profit. The bill wasppposed chiefiy-as bping 
a novelet not analogous to the principles of me consti- 
tution, and likely to lead the way to other plans of the 
same, kind : it was, however, carried on a division by 
l&i votes to 9S» 

JDaring these patliaaientaiy ttansaetimis, the greftt 

« 4r. Hastings was proceeding. Off February 
Iheridan opened the third charge against that 
, relative tp the rSaffmption of die jaghiresy, 
jnfiscation l^e treasures of the begums ci 
of Oudot the motbm‘'a»d grandniothear of 
ing nabob. The 8td}j|ect was particularly 
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favourable to a display of that kind of impassioned elo- 
quence in which the orators of antiquity, when actinq 
as public accusers, so much excelled ; and it was uni- 
versally agreed that neverdn the British senate, nor pro- 
bably elsewhere, was a speech of this class delivered 
comparable to that with which Mr. Sheridan daring five 
'hours and a half rivetted the attention of a full house, 
and an audience of distinguished visitors. Its effect 
was such,^ that the friends ‘of the accused had no other 
means of appeasing the storm of indignation raised 
against him, than that of procuring an adjournment. 
On a renewal of the debate, after the charge had been 
discussed in a cooler moment, the house divided, when 
there appeared for admitting it 175 votes, against it 68. 
Several other articles of accusation were afterwards suc- 


cessively discussed, many of which were decided to fur- 
nish matter for impeachment. At length, the resolu- 
tions of the house being read and agreed to, Mr. Burke 
moved that^ they should be referred to a committee to 
prepare articles of impeachment upon them j and 
the members of the committee were accordingly 
nominated. The articles being read and agreed to, 
Mr. Frederick Montague moved, “ That Mr. Burke in 
the name of the Ifouse of Commons, and of all the 


commons of Great Britain, do go to the bar of the 
Mouse of Lords, and impeach Warren Hastings, Esq. 
laie Governor-General of Bengal^ of high crimes and 
misdemeanors, and do acquaint the Lords, that the 
Coipmons will, with all ponvenient speed, exhibit articles 
against him, and make good the Bame.** The motion 
having passed, the majorjjy of ihe house imme- 
diatefy 'attended Mr. Burke, who pronounced the im- 
peachment at the House of Lords in the form above 
^dted. Mr. Hastings, having been taken into custody 
by the ush^ of the blaok rod, 'was' admitted to bail, 
lmg^|»i|>feo,000/. mid two sureties in 10,000& each, 
told to prepare ’his at^wer against thjf next 
session of parliament. , ' /> 

Nothingftirtherof importei^ occurred in parl|l»ment 
,o its prori^ation on May SOtfa* 
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Before the important aifairs Of Europe in this year 
are touched upon, it may be proper to pursue the narra- 
tive of home transactions, although they have a reference 
to the former ; siiice they wll be rendered sufficiently 
intelligible by a slight allusion to the leading facts. 

The court of France having, by a private giemorial 
to those of London and Berlin,: declared that it had' 
determined not to inteH'ere in the disputes of Holland 
except as a mediator, provided other powers* observed 
*the same moderation, but if any other power should 
take up arms against the republic, France would act as 
'the exigency of affairs might require ; measures were 
taken % the British ministry to equip a fleet with all 
expedition ; the land-forces were recruited, and a sub- 
sidiary treaty was entered into with the landgrave of 
Hesse for the hire of troops. France on its part also 
made hostile preparations both by land and sea. The 
contests in the United Provinces, however, .being 
speedily settled by a Prussian army, whilst the French 
government was fully occupied with its internal con- 
cerns, a convention took place between England and 
France on October. 27th,’ for mutually disarming and 
reducing their naval forces to the establishment formerly 
agreed upon. 

These events caused the parliament to be assembled 
for the winter session as early as November 27th, when 
it was opened by a speech from the throne, in which 
notice was taken of the occurrences on the continent 
which had induced his h^jesty to adopt tiia measyres 
that were to be laid before theq. His interference to 
maintain the lawful government .of the United Provinces 
was avowed ; and to the declared intention* of the 
French court to assist the. party which had usurped 
that goveniment, waa attributed the warlike preparation 
which ^ad been directed, address in return to 

the /sgeech, moved in the Hoiise of Commons, was 
genenDly approved-^ apd Mr.Fpx took credit to hims^ 
for 4hwing always maintmned the opinion, that this 
county ought to assume an active and vigorous part in 
preselling the balance of power imEurope, as well as 
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for having warned the ‘bouse against the perfidious de- 
signs of France, in contradiction to those assertions of 
her amicable disposition which had been made when the 
commercial treaty was in Agitation. * 

Npthing of interest occun'ed in parliament during 
the remainder of the year, except some debates relative 
*te the Hessian treaty, and to a proposed augmentation ’ 
of the troops, and the ereeting'of fortifications, in the 
West Indies. A motion for a grant for the latter pur- 
pose occasioned a division in tbe House of Commons,’ 
when it was carried by the majority of 242 to 80. ^ 

In the beginning of the year negociations were still* 
carrying on under the mediation of France and Prussia 
for conciliation between the Stadtbolder and the States 
of the United Provinces. The demands of the States 
of Holland, however, were so high, that nothing could 
be agreed upon, and in January the ambassadors of the 
two courts returned home. It was to the advantage of 
the stadtholdeiian cause, that its opponents were split 
into the two parties of the favourers of the old aristo- 
cracy, and the votaries of the new democratical prin- 
ciples, which, since the AmeVican revolution, had made 
great progress in Eur^e. This dissension among 
themselves rendered their measures wavering and incon- 
sistent, and enmity to each other occasioned them some- 
Ismes to lean towards the party to which both were 
Originally adverse. The senate . of Amsterdam, as far 
back as the middle of 1786, had so far changed its prin- 
ciples as to use all its effoxta.€or procuringthe restoration' 
of Che Prince of Orange to the cpmmgind oi the garri- 
soii^f the Hague, ana the States o£ Holland began to 
display^an incUnation to thS same cause. The demo 
cratical party, howeym^, was still strong in numberii^ 
and in April the armed; .bu%bers. of Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam surrounded J;he 8m)ate4iir(HU8 in ea^ cit]^,i 
andj^rcibly deposed sonie of tbb senators, fillip theid 
.places with others of didr own ^nomination. Ipe citjf^ 
of Utrecht had for some time p^ given the example Ot 
a, .constitution entirely popi^^ and^ as 8^headf; <men: 
tinned, had obl^d ti>e states of the province to rf^. to 
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Amersf(Ht. This body» thinking that the change of 
sentiments which had taken place in favour of the an- 
cient government afforded an opportunity for recover- 
ing its sruthority, resolved upon making an attempt for 
reducing Utrecht, and began by sending troops to take 
possession of some posts round that city. A ^irmish 
brought on by this movement eifBed in favour of 
Utrecht; and the Stafes of Holland, according to a 
former determination, caused troops to march into the 
province for the protection of the city. 

Parties in Amsterdam, ii\the mean time, were so nearly 
balanced, that an address to the States of Holland for 
restoring the stadthplder to his prero^tives was signed 
bya great number of inhabitants, which circumstance 
was the occasion of some alarming riots, and put a stop 
to ail mercantile business. The States-general, which 
for a considerable time had taken no decided part in the 
contests of the provinces, now acted openly against the 
States of Holland, and issued an order to the general of 
the troops of Holland, to break up the line of troops 
formed by them on the ^frontiers of Utrecht; which 
order not being obeyed, £hey suspended the general 
from his command. It was a more alarming circum- 
stance to the States of Holland, that, in June, the 
greatest part of their troops were induced to go over to 
the stadtholder. ' * 

A circumstance now occurred which suddenly pr(^ 
duced a great change in the affairs of the Unitra Pro- 
vinces. The Princess of Orange| a lady possessing ^e 
vigour of character belonging to the royal house of 
Prussia, left Nimeguen, where the prince then held his 
court, on a journey to the Hague, for the purpose of a 
conference with the chiefs of the stadtholderian parly. 
Being near Schoonoyen, on June S8Ui, she was stoptf 
by a gii;u'd of armed hurgfaers;- and plac^ under arrest^ 
but WM afterwards allowM to return to 
This (Kcurrence bein|; made* known to the King of 
Frussm be sent a strong memcn^al to the States oi fipl- 
land dmanding satisfaction fbr the insult o^rbd to his 
sister,4p which the States^ who bad already passed a re* 
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solution justifying the* conduct of their officers, gave an 
unsatisfactory answer. The king also applied to the 
StateS'general, and to the court of France, both of which 
concurred in the necessity of an apology from the 
States of Holland. In the mean time great preparations 
for war were carrying on by the Prussians on the 
Dutch frontier ; and the stadtholder, making the first 
movement, took possession of the towns of Wyk Duer- 
stede and Harderwyk, and advanced near Utrecht, 
while the whole province of Zealand declared in h!s 
favour. These approaches , of danger only stimulated 
the anti^stadtholderian party in Holland to measures of 
greater violence, and the whole country exhibited la- 
mentable proofs of the rage of civil discord. The 
states^ of the province, however, sensible of the in- 
equality of a contest with such a power as Prussia, re- 
turned an answer of great respect and humility to the 
kingi's last memorial respecting his sister, though they 
still justified the proceeding of interrupting her jour- 
ney. But condescension was now too late. The King 
of Prussia had determined to- make use of the opportu- 
nity for restoring the stadtnolder to his hereditary au- 
thority j and on September 13th a Prussian array of 
about 18,000 men under the command of the Duke of 
Brunswick (formerly celebrated under the title of the 
’hereditary prince) entered the province of Guelderland. 
•Scarcely any resistance was made, whilst the Provinces 
of Utrecht and Holland were over-run bv the invaders, 
apd the city of Utreqht was abandoned by the party of 
which it was the strong-hold, without a shot fired. All 
the other towns opened the^r gates .ts the Prussian army 
apprdhehed ; the Hague declared for the stadtholder ; 
and in Amsterdam alone* the resolution was adopted of 
attempting a defence. The naturd strength of its si- 
tuation, and some degree of mutary skill iit the de* 
fenders, assisted by French officers, obliged thel^uke of 
Brunswick to make re^lar wproacbes, and retarded 
the submission of the city t||l October the lOth^when it 
received a foreign garrison. The triumph of me stadt- 
hfdderian party wM now complete, and the |frince of 
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Orange was restored to all the lights and prerogative^ 
which he formerly possessed. 

The part of the Netherlands under the dominion of 
Austria Vas also in this year the seat of violent tumult 
and disorder. The Emperor Joseph, who in several 
instances had offended the people by his reforjns and 
innovations, which in general displayed a despotic and 
rapacious spirit, promulgated on January 1st some new 
edicts, by w'hieh the existing«tribunals of Brabant were 
abrogated, and new courts of judicature, and a new 
form of government, upop arbitrary principles, were 
established in conttavention of the constitution of 
those provinces, as , recognised by the ancient treaty 
denominated the Joyous Entry. The States of Bra- 
bant made a vigorous opposition to these alterations, 
which threw the whole country into confusion and 
alarm ; and they were joined by the States of Flanders 
and Hainault. In Brussels, the Syndics of the trading 
companies had so well learned the language of public 
liberty, as openly to assert in a memorial, that '* if the 
sovereign shall infringe the articles of ihe joyous entry, 
his subjects shall be discharged from all duty and 
service to him, until due repamtion shall be made for 
such infringement.” The general spirit of resistance 
that manifested itself at the time wh*en the new edicts 
were to take place, intimidated the Austrian govern* 
ors-general so much, that they issued a declaration 
suspending all arrangements ;contrary to the. joyous 
entry, till the emperor's determination could be kno^n. 
This, however, was far from being fayourable to such 
a concession, and the imperial forc.es were put in 
motion, with orders to advance to the J^iw-Coantries.. • 
But when nothing was expected less thim a renewal of 
the scenes under the Duke of Alva, t^e emperor, who 
had atf^^first received ilie deputies jroip, the Netlierianda 
with jiiernness, an4‘^ given them.' too. hopes of ..cppcili« 
ati6B,^on a sudden r^jcedf aU(i in conclusion, the new 
tribuntU were suppressed, an4 the joyous entry 
all theiancient privileges of the.j^tion were restcured. 
This ^ange was attributed .not Ito . much, to ^eAisual 
mutabiiity of the emperor’s, pouftcils, as to jiis en- 
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gagements with Russih, and an impending war with 
Turkey. 

To the political agitations of this year are to be 
added certain domestic events in France, which mj^' 
be r^rded as the immediate preludes of that awful 
change jn its condition, external and internal, which for 
'stf long a period has excited the interest and influenced 
the fortune of all Europe. 

The disordered state of the French finances, oc- 
casioned by tlie debts contracted in the late war, and 
the extravagances of the coprt, had suggested as the 
only efiectual remedy, an application to the body of 
the people, in the form of a convention of notables, . or 
principal persons in the different classes throughout 
the kingdom. . This assembly met at Versailles on the 
22d of February, - and was opened in high solemnity 
by the king, accompanied by the princes of the blood 
and the great officers of state. The minister of finance, 
M. de -Calonne, in an elaborate harangue, after laying 
before them the vast deficiencies of the public revenue, 
proposed difiTerent sources of supply, particularly a 
territorial impost, in the nature of a general and equal 
land-tax. The assembly did not possess public virtue 
enough to consent to such a proposal ; and so great 
was the clamour raised against the minister, that he 
found it necessary to resign his post, and even to {ake 
refuge in England. He was succeeded by M. de Bri- 
enne, archbishop of Tuulouse ; but all that could be 
carried in the assembly was some regulations and re- 
forms with respect to levying the t^es ; and these 
being agreed upon, the ^eeting was dissolved on 
23th. 

The inefficacy of this measure led to a resolution 
6f the .^^ament of Paris, carried at length after two 
failuresgpmr a peritipn to die kiirgTor convolang the 
states-general of «did nation. In the mean time the 
necessities of the govenfment caused a recurrence to 
the usual mode of levying^ mmiey by royal Micts,^ 
which the parliament refuse'd to register. A bed of 
justice having been hdd ;by the king to compel the 
registiy, the^parliaijafent made a decree declaring the 
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edict of no force, and denouncihg pendties against all 
who should attempt to put it in execution, which pro- 
ceeding was sanctioned by the otiier parliamente. 
royal authority was now absolutely at stake, and for 
its support it ,wie judged advisable 1k> punish the par- 
liament of Paris for contumacy, by banishing all the 
members to Troyes. The derangement of public buSi- ‘ 
ness and general tokehs of dissatisfaction which fol- 
lowed this step alarmed the court, already vacillating 
•and divided, and a compromise took place, by which 
the parliament was recalle.d, and the edicts of taxation 
were withdrawn. As a proof of the rapid progress which 
the spirit of liberty was now making in France, it may 
be mentioned, that the parliament of Grenoble issued 
a decree, by which it was rendered a capitid crime for 
any person to attempt executing a lettre de cachet within 
their jurisdiction. 

The apparent return of a- good understanding be- 
tween the court and the parliament of Paris was not 
of long duration. The wants of the government 
becoming more and more urgent, at a very full meet- 
ing of parliament on November 19th, attended by the 
pniices of the blood, the peers, and all the great, 
officers, the king appeared, bringing with him two 
edicts, one for a new loan to the amount of 4^0 millions 
of livres, the other for the re-establishment of thb 
protestants in their ancient dvil rights; the latfhr 
being a measure which had been warmly recommended 
by the parliament. The king opened the way fmr^his 
edicts by a long speech, in woich he reminded the 
parliament of the principles from which they ought 
never to have deviated, and which, as parf^of the 
essence of the monarchy, he would not sitii^r to' be 
evaded or changed. He then explain^ the nature of 
the lo^ he demanded, and pointed out his necessit^r ; 
and having exhorted them to confine tbentselves withiir 
their proper function^ he ^ave them permission to> 
delive^ their sentiments indiddually without restraint. 
A ve4r warm debate on *the' subject of the lom ^en 
followed, with the len^h and freedom of whidi the 
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king being out of patience, he suddenly rose and com- 
manded th6 registry of the edict without delay. This 
proceeclirig was opposed by the Duke of Orleans, who 
entered a protest against t^e whole business of the day, 
as thereby rendered null and void ; and after the 
^king’s departure, a resolution tO the same import was 
entered into by the parliament. The result was a 
royal order for the duke to retire to one of his seats, 
and the imprisonment of tvi^o members of the parliament. 
Very bold remonstrances were made against this act" 
of power, and the parliament demanded, in the name 
of the laws, the trial or the liberation of the persons thus 
punished ; and with this open assertion of the leading 
principle of a free government, the year closed^ 

The Ottoman Porte, still indignant at the occupa- • 
tion of the Krimea by Russia, and further irritated by 
the intention of the Empress Catharine to make a tri- 
umphant progress to that country, as well as by the 
various manifestations of her ambitious designs against 
the Turkish empire, commenced hostilities in its usual 
manner by committing M. Bulgakow, the Russian 
ambassador at Constantinople, to the Seven Towers, 
after which, on August 18th, war was formally de- 
clared against that power. Mauro Cordato, the Hos- 
podar of Moldavia, being suspected of a traitorous 
correspondence with Petersburgh and Vienna, was 
deposed, and narrowly escaped being seized by the 
Turkish emissaries. The Captain Pashaw was recalled 
from- pursuing his success in Egypt, and was placed at 
the head of the army on the Russian frontiers, where 
he was opposed by Prince Potemkhi*; and various 
enterprises were undertaken By the Turks and Tartars, 
in all of which, to tlje close of the year, they were 
(lefeateid. ^,'J'he Emperor of Germany declared his in- 
tention o£^ting as an* ally to Ru^ia with i large 
army,^ ^||plsembled a great number of troops for the 
purju&y^The Porte, lioweven, was so determined 
that it rejected tl^p proposal of the French 
aiipi^ssador for a suspension of arms, in order lio give 
time for a negotiatipn. A remarkable spectacle was 
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afforded at Constantinople by a’splendid embassy from 
Tippoo Saltan to the Grand Seignior, for the purpose 
of establishing a solemn league between these two 
MussuUnan powers, though, the remoteness of their 
several dominions renderecl mutual aid impracticable. 
The Indian ambassador, however, was received with 
honours superior to those ever paid to the envoy of a* 
Christian prince, and diis appearance served to aug- 
ment the religious and vsarlike enthusiasm of the 
•Turks. 
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Parliament. — Debates on Naval Plomotioii^ — Question tespecting 
Government Troops sent to India . — Military Artificers included in 
the Mutini^ Act, — Amendment of the Grenville Act on controverted 
Elections. — Motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade first intro- 
duced. — Compensation for American Loyalists. — Hastings* s 2 rial. 

— Alliance between Great Britain and the States of the United 
Provinces. — Dfonsive Alliance between Great Britain and Prussia. 

— War declared by the Emperor of Germany against Turkey^ and 
its Events. — War between Russia and Turkey. — War commenced 
between Russia and Sweden. — Denmark an Auxiliary to Russia. — 
Danger of Gottenburg^ and Interposition of the English Minister. — 
Disputes in France between the Court and Parliaments: Cour 
plenierc : Necker replaced at the Head of the Finances : Notables 
again assembled. — Ifisurrection in the Austrian Netherlands. — 
Mental Malady f the Kingf and Proceedings in consequence. — 
Centenary (f the Revolution celebrated. 

On the meeting of Parliament after the recess, the 
firct subject brought under consideration was a naval 
promotion declared by the Board of Admiralty, in 
which, while 16 captains were advanced to a flag, 
moi^e than 40 had betn passed over. This selection 
was authorized by an order, dated 1747» which per- 
mitted .the lords of the Admiralty to place on the 
superannuated list such captains of long service as 
were disabled by age*or infirmity to act as admirals. 
In the ‘present case, the^ exercise of this right ^ was in 
general n ag arded in the navy as partial, and capricious •, 
and D^l^^n'uary ^Oth the matter was taken up by 
J.ord ^i^i^don in the House of Pords, who moved that 
an ^dress should be presented to his Majesty, praying 
him" to take into consideration the services of such 
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captains in his navy as had been passed over in the last 
promotion of admirals. Lord Howe, the first commis- 
sioner of tlie Admiralty, then rose to defend his con- 
duct on the occasion, which he justified on the ground 
of the necessity of a discretionary power in the appoint- 
ment of flag officers, without following the exact order , 
of seniority ; and he affirmed that in the present instance 
he had acted to the best of his judgment, and wdth 
strict impartiality. A debafe ensued, in which Lord 
Sandwich ably defended the propriety of lodging such 
, a power in the Admiralty, and shewed the mischiefs 
’that would arise from rendering navy promotions a 
subject of parliamentary discussion. 'J'he motion was 
at length negatived without a division. On the follow- 
ing day the same topic was brought into the House 
of Connnons by .Mr. llastard, who moved for an 
address to the King requesting him to confer some 
mark of his favour upon two navy captains by ftame, 
who had received the thanks of the House for their 
behaviour on the 12th of April 1782. Finding, how- 
ever, that this mode of 4)ringing on the investigation 
was not generally agreeable to the House, he moved 
on the 18th, that the House should go into a com- 
mittee for enquiring into the conduct of the Admiralty 
touching the late promotion. In the debate which 
followed, several names of officers who had been' passect 
by were mentioned, and their professional merits were 
stated in proof of the injustice of their omission ; on the 
other hand, arguments were repeated in favour of 4he 
conduct of the Admiralty, and of the propriety ofleaving 
the mailer to their decision. The division, however, 
shewc:' that a considerable impression had been made 
to the contrary ; for notwitlistanding the efforts of the^ 
minister, the motion was rejected by no greater ma- 
jority tlian 150 to 134. This division encouraged 
Mr. Bastard to bring on the subject again by a some- 
what different motion, ivhich was negatived by a larger 
majority ; and thus the m^ter terminated. 

A resolution had been formed. by government during 
the apprehensions of a rupture with France in the last 

c c 2 * 
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year, of sending four additional regiments to India on 
board of the Company’s ships, and this had been unani- 
mously approved by the court of directors ; but the 
alarm having passed over,*and government still a'dhering 
to the measure of sending the regiments, with tlie view 
, ojf forming a permanent establishment of King’s troops 
in India, it became a question on whom the expence of 
their conveyance and subsequent maintenance should 
fall. By an act in I 78 I if was stipulated that the Com- 
pany should be bound to pay for such troops only ah 
were sent out on their reqi.'isition ; but the board of 
controul in 1784 had determined that they were invested’ 
with a power, in case of the Company’s refusal to pay 
for troops sent out, to defray the expence of them from 
its territorial possessions. Several eminent lawyers had 
given their opinion against such power in the lioard 
of controul, and on their authority the directors had 
refused to take the troops in their ships. Mr. Pitt, in 
consequence, moved, on February 25th, to bring in a 
bill for removing the dojibts in question, and for declar- 
ing that the intention of tjie legislature in the act of 
J784 was agreeable to the construction put upon it by 
the board of controul. He argued that there was no 
step which could . have been taken by the court of 
directors previously to the act of 1784 relative to 
'the military and political concerns of India, and the 
management and application of the territorial revenues, 
which the board of controul had not now a right 
to take by virtue of| that act ; and in this opinion 
Mr. Dundas fully concurred. The motion was strongly 
opposed, but was carried without a division : on the 
second reading of the bill, however, counsel being 
heard against it on«the part of the Fast India Com- 
pany,.. its grounds and merits were fully canvassed, 
as also in the several cKibates which followed. V In one 
of th^, Mr. Pulteney and others who usually sup- 
portel^ie minister, declared that the construction now 
attempted to be put upon, the act of 1784 rendered 
tb as obnoxious • as the rejected India bill of 1783, and 
tliat the only difierence was, that the object openly 
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professed by one, was attempted to be obtained 
clandestinely and fraudulently by the other. Upon 
this gr^ound, Mr. Fox and his friends triumphed in 
the complete justification w4iich, they asserted, the 
measure they had proposed received from the tacit con- 
fession of their adversaries, who now assumed* for the . 
board of controul all th.e powers wliich they had vested 
in a board of commissioners. In the progress of this 
^declaratory bill every step was warmly contested, and 
it passed the Commons by a majority of only 54. In 
the House of Lords it tilso encountered a powerful 
opposition, but was carried by 71 against @8, and finally 
passed into a law. 

A matter of some constitutional importance which 
engaged the attention of parliament, was the proposed 
addition to the mutiny act, of a clause for incorporat- 
ing in the army a corps of military artificers newly 
raiseil, conformably to a plan of the Duke of ‘llich- 
mond. This was objected to as unnecessarily putting 
a body of men under martial law, and depriving them 
of the privileges of Englijhmeu ; the clause however 
passed both Houses. 

On May 6th, Mr. Grenville moved tor leave to bring 
in a bill for certain emendations and additions to his 
father’s bill for the regulation of controverted elections. 
The first object he had in view was to limit the greA 
number of groundless petitions for undue elections, 
which had been presented in the first session of every 
parliament since the passing of that act; aiidthiahe 
proposed to do by empowering the election com- 
miitec to adjudge that the party presenting a petition 
which should turn out frivolous, and also that the 
party ofiering a frivolous defence to a petition, should 
pay *feP,sonable costs. The second object was. to lay 
dot' n a rule for establishing* the rights of election, 
an<l rendering them immutabTe for the future ; it being 
now no uncommon tlaing for two gentlemen to be 
sitting in that House at gnee as representatives of the 
same borough, on difierent rights of election. The 
bill for these purposes was immediately brmight in. 
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and, having passed both Houses, received the royal 
assent. 

The abolition of’ the African slave-trade, so long 
an object of the wai’mftst interest to the friends of 
humanity in this country, was first introduced to par- 
^ liamentxin this year. A petition for the purpose had 
been presented to parliament iji the preceding year by 
the society of Quakers, who, with that spirit of general 
philanthropy for which they are so much distinguished, 
took the lead here, as well as in America, in this 
work of reformation ; and die ca,nse being rendered 
popular by their efforts and those of others animated 
by a kindred spirit, petitions to the same eff’ect had 
been presented from the two English Universities, and 
from several of the most considerable towns and cor- 
porations. It was now thought proper by the ministers 
that an enquiry should be instituted before a com- 
mittee of the privy-council into the facts and allega- 
tions of the parties for and against the abolition ; and 
the business was brought into the House of Commons 
on May 9th, by Mr. Pitt, i/i* the absence of Mr. Wil- 
berforce, to whom the conduct of the parliamentary 
measures for obtaining the abolition had been delegated 
by common consent. His motion was for a resolution 
to the effect that the House would in the next session 
take into consideration the circumstances of the slave- 
trade complained of in the petitions which had been 
presented. In the conversation which followed, Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Burke objected to the reason given by Mr. 
Pitt, for delaying the proceedings of the House to that 
period, namely, that the prwy-counK.il would by that 
time have brought their enquiry to a state fitted to 
direct the investigation in ‘parliament ; and maintained 
that parliament ought rather to lead than follew. At 
length. Sir William Dolbcn, after observing that some 
of the greatest evils of jthe trade arose from the sut 
ferings of the negroes in theiifc passage, for which an 
immediate remedy might be applied, moved for a 
bill to regulate the transportation of the natives of 
Africa, to the Britisji colonies in the West Indips, the 
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provisions of which should go to the limiting of their 
number in proportion to the tonnage of the vessel 
conveying them, and also to other points for their 
health and comfort. This proposal was generally ap- 
proved ; the bill was brought in and* carried, notwith- 
standing a petition from Liverpool praying* that no, 
alteration in the slave-trade might take place, and tlie 
examination of witnesses to prove that the evil which 
.the bill was to remedy ditf not exist. It afterwards 
went through the House of Lords with some amend- 
ments, and passed.into a*law. 

On June 8th, Mr. Pitt introduced to the House of Com- 
mons the subject of the compensation to the American 
loyalists for their sufferings during the war. He stated 
a proposition for adjusting their claims by arranging 
the claimants into different classes Recording to their 
different demands upon the sympathy and generosity 
of the country, which obtained the general apprefbation 
of the House ; and concluded by moving tnat a sum 
amounting to about 1,340,000/. be voted to the severed 
American claimants, wliich was agreed to. He had, 
before mentioned in the committee of ways and means 
his idea that the sum should be paid by instalments, 
by means of an annual lottery, till the whole should be 
cleared, which was approved. 

On February 13th, the trial of Mr. Hastings corn- 
menced at the House of Lords, with the usual form- 


alities; and two days being occupied in reading the 
articles of impeachment and athc answers* to tiiem, 
Mr. Burke, on the 15th, opened the cause in a very 
eloquent and impressive speech, which was continued 
through several days. The managers of the impeach- 
ment having then stated their intention to proceed to a 
conr,li:^i.ion of each article of the charge singly, on botli 
sides, oefore another was entered upon, this mode was 
objected to by Mr. Hastings’s counsel ; and after a 
vigorous debate by the Lords, a large majority deter- 
mmed that the whole of die charges eollectively should 
be gone through by the impeachers, before the accused 
should be called upon to make hi^ defence -—a decision 
* c c 4 
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wliich probably had a great influence on the final 
result. During the subsequent months various articles 
ol' accusation were gone through by the managers, till 
the court on June 15th, edjoiirned to a day after the 
next meeting of parliament. 

Early,in the present session, proceedings commenced 

* iif the House of Commons relative to the impeachment 
of Sir Elijah Impey, against whom charges of high 
crimes and misdemeanors' were presented by Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot. The discussion of these continued till the 
month of May, when their fiirtlier consideration was 
adjourned for three months. 

A treaty of defensive alliance between the King of 
Great Britain, and the States General of the United 
Provinces, was signed at the Hague on April 25th. 
By its tenor, each country was bound to succour the 
other by sea and land, if attacked by any European 
power iu any part of the world, and to guaranty 
each other in the possession of all their dominions, 
further, his Britannic Majesty “ guarantied in the 
most eflectu^ manner the hereditary Stadtholderate, as 

* well as the ofiice of hereditary governor of each pro- 
vince, in the house of Orange, with all the rights and 
prerogatives theretq belonging, as forming an essential 
part of the constitution of the United Provinces.” 

' A provisional treaty of defensive alliance between 
tlfe Kings of Great Britain and Prussia having been 
signed at Loo in June, the same was made the found- 
ation of a definitive treaty of defensive alliance signed 
at Berlin on August 13th, the terms . of which were 
similar in eflcct to that abov^ mentioned. 

Impbrtant events took place in difierent parts of 
Europe during this year. • 

' The ..Emperor of Germany, at the close of 1787» had 
decidedly shewn his intention of joining Russia in the 
war against the Ottoman Porte; and an attempt to 
surprize Belgrade previously to any declaration of hos- 
tilities, was a commencement, which, not being at- 
tended with success, could only tlirov discredit on the 
sovereign or his generals. It was followed by another 
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act^ of hostility, that of an attack on the fortress 
of Turkisli Gradisca, which was repulsed with con- 
sidcrabb loss to the assailants. Alter some other 
eiiterpnzes of tlie like kind, a formal declaration 
of war against the 'furks Was issued at Vienna on 
rebruary 10th, in which the sole assigned oaiise of , 
enmity was the conduct of the Porte towards Russia.'' 
In April, the Emperor in person joined his grand army 
on the Danube, and an active campaign ensued, which, 
‘without any great events, was attended with much 
vvaste of lives and desolation of country. The Turks, 
singularly exasperated against the Austrians for what 
they regarded as unprovoked aggression, behaved with 
uncoinnion intrepidity, and at the same time appeared 
improved in the art of war, and upon the whole the 
advantage was on their side. Besides their losses in 
the field, the Austrians suffered extremely from the 
diseases which are endemic in these unhealthy r^ions, 
and the Emperor here began to feel that decline in his 
constitution which brought him to an early end. The 
Grand Vizier opened the, campaign with an army of 
200,000 men, of whom the main body was encamped 
at Silistria, whilst detachments occupied almost the 
whole frontier of the Turkish territories. The Rus- 
sians co-operated little with their allies, except at the 
siege of Choezim, which, after an obstinate defencS, 
was taken by their united forces. The Grand VizTer 
made an irruption into the Bannat of Pemeswar, and 
over-ran the greatest part of j;hc country,* which, he 
evacuated at the approach of winter, and in Novem- 
ber an armistice was concluded between the Turkisli 
and A .istrian commanders. The Emperor Joseph re- 
turiK d to Vienna broken in health and spirits, having 
obtained no other fruits from his military exploits than 
a tow '‘fortresses on the boriJers, and Choezim, with 
some of the adjacent part of Moldavia, purchased at 
a jirodigious cost of men and treasure. He was farther 
disquieted by the discontents of his Hungarian sub- 
jects, whom he had alienated by hi? harsh and arbitrary 
measures, and particularly by caftying away their 
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crown and refjalia, which they regarded with singular 
veneration. The Grand Seignior having endeavoured 
to avail himself of this disaffection by a m,anifesto 
calling upon the HungaA-ians to assert their rights and 
place themselves under his protection, Joseph hastily 
issued s proclamation, in which he promised to them 
tfie restoration of theii ancient, constitution and pecu- 
liar privileges. 

The Russian operations in this campaign were chiefly 
directed to the coasts of the Black sea, the quarter to 
which their interestf. pointevl. A, powerful fleet was 
fitted out early in the year at Cronstadt for the purpose 
of entering the Mediterranean and attacking the Turks 
on that side ; but the power and ambition of the Em- 
press Catharine had at this time impressed most of the 
states of Europe in such a manner, that the re-appear- 
ance of a Russian fleet in that sea was discountenanced 
by allnost all the powers which bordered upon it ; and 
even the English court issued a prohibition for its ship- 
ping or sailors fo engage in the service of Russia. A 
flotilla was at the same time pfepared for the Black sea, 
which, though unequal in force to the Turkisli fleet in 
that part, was well supplied with seamen and soldiers, 
and rendered extremely strong in artillery. An army 
computed at 15(',000 men, under Potemkin, Romanzof 
and other distinguished Generals, assembled in June on 
tHe banks of the Bog, the first object of which was the 
siege of Otchakof. The Captain Pashaw having the 
command of the Turkish squadron on the Black sea, 
appeared of!' the mouth of the Dnieper, and some warm 
actions occurred between and tiie Russian flotilla 
under the Princv^ of Nassau, on the lake called the 
,Liman, in which the-shallbwness of the water gave an 
advantage to the latter; and the Tut;kish adraii^l, after 
sustaining considerable *loss, retu/ned to the port of 
Varna. Prince Potemkip in July invested Otchakof 
which had a garrison of 20,000 select troops ; and the 
bravery of the delenders pnotracted the siege to the 
month of December, when a winter of unusdal severity 
had set in, and lit^ advance had been niailc.^ As a 
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last effort, Potemkin ordered a’ general bombardment 
and cannonade with red-hot. balls, which occasioned the 
explosion of the principal powder magazine, attended 
with a* great breach in the wall. An assault was in- 
stantly made by the Russian troops, and after a dread- 
ful slaughter on both sides, the fortress was .carried, 
and the greatest part of the garrison was put to thtf 
sword. 

In the mean time a new ehemy had made his appear- 
'ance against Russia. The King of Sweden, irritated 
against the court of I’etevsburgh, which had constantly 
fostered the disconfented party in his own country, and 
who was also supposed to have received a subsidy from 
Turkey, had from the beginning of the year been 
making warlike preparations, and at length assembled 
an army of 35,000 men in order to embark them for 
Finland. This measure occasioned the Russian minister 
at Stockholm to present a memorial to the Swedish mi- 
nistry, addressed exclusively to them without noticing 
the King, in which, while the greatest good-will was ex- 
pressed towards the goverpment of Sweden, complaint 
was made of the hostile indications that were display- 
ing. 'Phe King, indignant at this attempt to separate 
him from the nation, ordered the .ambassador to quit 
the kingdom, and presented a circular note on the sub- 
ject to all the foreign ministers. He then departed fdt 
Finland, where, soon after his arrival, hostilities wTth 
the Russians commenced, June 21st, They were pre- 
sently followed by a declaration ^f war from' the court 
of Peti rsburgh, in which, care was taken to remind the 
Swedes that by a solemn compact the King was bound 
not to engage in any war without the consent of his sub- 
jects. The Swedish troops •were for the most part suc- 
cessiuLan the petty actions which took place about the 
borders of Finland ; and their^pproach towards Peters- 
burgh spread an uncommon alarm in the capital. Mea- 
sures were taken for .its defence against any sudden 
attack, and Admiral Gi'qig sailed with a strong fleet 
from Cronstadt to oppose, in the gulph of Finland, that 
of Sweden commanded by the King’s brother, the Duke 
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of Sudermania. Tlic fleets meeting in a fog, an action 
was brought on, attended with much bloodshed, and in 
which many ships were disabled on each side, but ren- 
dered indecisive by the obscurity under which it was 
fought. Both fleets returned to their ports; but the 
^ Russian, being first refitted and reinforced by fresh 
‘‘ships, came unexpectedly upon the Swedish in the road 
of Sweaborg, and after burning a ship of the line, 
forced the rest to take* shelter under their forts. 
During the remainder of the campaign, the Swedes lay 
blocked up in the harbour. of Sweaborg, whilst the 
Russians rode masters of all the seas within the Sound. 
The influence of the Empress afterwards diffused a 
general disaffection among the officers, especially those 
of rank and family, in the Swedish army in Finland; 
and the King laying siege to a fortress, was severely 
mortified by a refusal of the officers to lead on the 
troops to an attack, and the laying down of their arms 
by the soldiers. 

The embarrassment of the King was greatly increased 
by the declaration which the,.cv)urt of Denmark issued 
on August 19th, of its intention to act as an auxiliary 
to Russia, pursuant to the treaties subsisting between 
the two nations. .The plan of operations formed by 
that court was that Prince Charles of Hesse, the vice- 
i‘oy of Norway, should invade Sweden on the side of 
tlfUt country with the stipulated number of troo])s. The 
King upon this intelligence hastened to Stockholm, 
whgnce he proceeded tjp Dalecarlia for the purpose of 
animating its martial and loyal inhabitants to the de- 
fence of himself and the country. On September 24th 
the Prince of Hesse, accompanied by his nephew the 
Prince Royal of Denmark,* entered Sweden by the sea- 
boast, wyth 12,000 men, and found no more than 5«r GOOO 
to oppose him. He gained possession' without resistance 
of Stromness and Uddewalla, and having crossed the river 
Gotha, came within sight of tha principal commercial 
town of Sweden, Gottenburg. That important place 
was on the eve of capitulating, when the King, having 
W'ith great celerity performed a long journey alone, sud- 
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tlenly, on October 3il, arrived irt Gottenbiirg, and put 
an end to every idea of surrender. His means of de- 
fence were, however, so inadequate, that nothing but 
the immediate and powerful interference of Kngland, 
Prussia, and Holland, as mcc^ators for maintaining the 
peace of the North, could probably have saved the 
town from capture or destruction. Mr. Elfiot, thg/ 
British minister at the Danish court, was the most active 
agent on tins occasion ; and. by his explicit declaration 
•to the Danish commander and the Prince Royal, that a 
Prussian army was rcad^ to enter Holstein, and an 
English fleet to sml for the Baltic, unless all farther 
progress of the Danish arms against Sweden were sus- 
pended, an armistice was concluded, and the Prince of 
Hesse withdrew his troops into Norway about the mid- 
dle of November. 

In France the spirit of political reform, and of 
resistance to arbitrary power, was proceeding in 
an accelerated course. The parliament o'f Paris, 
which in answer to their last remonstrance respecting 
the imprisonment of twp of their members, had been 
told by the King “ not to demand from his justice, 
w'hat solely depended on his w'ill,” at a meeting on 
January 4<th passed some strong resolutions against 
letlrcn (le cachet, as subversive of all the foundations of 
the constitution ; and repeated their declaration, th^t 
they w'ould not cease their demands of what wasjes- 
sential to the personal security of every Frenchman. 
The contest upon this point still continued^ and new 
acts of authority were followed "by fiesh remonstraifccs, 
till at length the court adopted the project of institu- 
ting a cour pleniere, which was to be possessed ,of such 
powi i's as to render the paidiameuts unnecessary for all 
the pu.rf)Oses of government, and to reduce them t^ 
nitre Courts of justice. Thig design, notwithstanding 
the secrecy with which it was conducted, came to the 
knowledge of M. D’Epreinonil, a member of the par- 
liament of Paris, who fcommunicated it to his colleagues, 
the consequence of which was a sudden meeting of that 
assembly, who made a formal protest against any 
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change in the frame of the national government. An 
attempt to arrest D’Epremenil anil another member 
having produced a strong remonstrance from the par- 
liament, the King refusc4 to receive the deputies who 
were to present, it ; and causing tlie hall to be sur- 
rounded by a regiment of guards, the two obnoxious 
vmembers delivered themselves up, and vere committed 
to different prisons. The parliament, instead of being 
intimidated by this exertion of authority, were rendered 
only the more resolute in their measures, and entered 
a formal protest against the seizure of their members. 
On May Sth the King held abed of justice at Versailles, 
which he opened with a long speccli, severely reflecting 
upon the parliament, whom he charged with a constant 
deviation from their duty for a year past, but declared 
it not to be his intention to dissolve them, hut to bring 
them back to their original institution. Certain ordi- 
nance? were then brought forward, ready signed by the 
King, the first of which was the establishment of the 
cour plenkre, and the rest related to alterations and im- 
provements in the judicial system, attributed to M. de 
Lamoignon, keeper of the serfis. These were registered, 
the jiarliamcnt meantime keeping profound silence, and 
the meeting broke up. A protest was on the next day 
drawn up against tlie new court by the parliament, in 
which they were seconded by several of the peers. In 
the mean time great disturbances prevailed in several 
of the provinces, and the authority of government was 
resisted in. a manner that in some in.stances rendered ne- 
cessary the interference of the military. At length the 
opposition to the new system became sogreat and general, 
that the King, whose mind appears to have been in a per- 
petual agitation during this, struggle, was obliged to re- 
tract, or at least suspend, all his ordinances. Tim finan- 
cial difficulties now becaipe more>and<!more urgem, pub- 
lic credit^sunk to the lowest ebb, while inclement seasons 
augmented the general distress. The Archbishop of 
Toulouse, now promoted to the see of Sens, resigned his 
uneasy post at the head df the finances, and. M. 
Necker, the celebrated banker of Geneva, who had 
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helj it previously to M. de Calonne, and who more 
than any other man possessed the confidence of the 
French nation, was called a second time to cccupy the 
arduous* station. A new contention of the Notables 
was summoned for the purpose of giving their advice 
concerning the organization of the States-general, which 
it was now determined to convoke. • »• 

Although the Emperor of Germany, occupied with 
his preparations of war against the Turks, had enterv.‘d 
into an accommodation with his subjects of the Low- 
(Jountries, it was by no means conformable to his tem- 
per and princi|)les 4o renounce the projects he had 
formed for reducing them to compliance with his 
arbitrary will. In order to prepare tlie way for the 
resumption of his authority, he removed from the com- 
mand of the army the Count de Murray, who had dis- 
tinguished himself by his lenient conduct, and con- 
ferred it upon General Dalton, a soldier of fortuiie, of 
a despotic character; and at the same time he nominated 
Count Trautsmandoi-ff to the civil government. The 
first exertion of power uniler tJie new authorities was a 
positive mandate to the university of Louvain to admit 
that system of reform which the Emperor had some 
time before attempted to force upon it, and which went 
to a total subversion of its constitution, especially with 
regard to the theological department. ’ For this pur-« 
pose, I'rautsraandorff urged the council of Brabant' to 
publish a declaration in support of the Emperor’s 
decree against that university; but instead of copiplyin^, 
they issued a strong remoiistranc5 against the violence 
oftei’ed ;,o their rights. It being determined by the 
govern. aent to quell this spirit of resistance, a ‘letter 
was setit by the minister to I;he council at Brussels on 
Janutxry commanding them, in the language of an • 
absolute 4ovei'eign, to publish t|}e required declaration, 
and allowing but two hours for their determination. 
While tliey were Mtting,, Dalton had drawn up at no 
great distance a body of infantry and cavalry with can- 
non, and a crowd of peo|fie having assembled round 
them, a young ensign, on the jiretext of .some stones 



400 


ANNALS OF CEOUCE HI. 


1788.^ 

thrown by boys, ordered a platoon to be fired upon the 
unarmed multitude, which killed some and wounded 
more. This act meeting with approbation from the 
Emperor himself, the soldiery were let loose upon the 
people ; and in many otlier considerable towns, such as 
Mechlin, Louvain, and Antwerp, the smallest tumult 
•A»ccasioIied by instances of oppression was punished by 
military execution. A strong garrison was sent to 
Louvain to coerce that refractory place, and the uni- 
versity was thoroughly purged of all who had shewn any 
opi)Osition to the Emperor’s decrees. A college for 
education at Antwerp having reiidered itself distin- 
guished’ by a similar spirit among the students, the 
government resolved upon its entire suppression, and 
August 4th being appointed for the day of shutting it uj), 
a body of sohliers with cannon attended to enforce the 
execution. The riot naturally occasioned by this arbi- 
trary, act was revenged by the slaughter of above forty 
men and women on the spot, and double the number 
sent to the hospital. 'I'he Emperor’s applause was 
given to all these sanguinary,, measures ; and the state 
of the Low-Countries was« rendered so wretched by 
martial law, and the violation of all chartered rights, 
that many of the most respectable inhabitants quitted 
the country, and' commerce and manufactures were 
calmost annihilated. The states of Brabant, however, 
continued with firmness to oppose the inroads of des- 
potism, and refused’ to grant the ordinary supplies. 

In Depember died Charles III. King of Spain, and 
was succeeded by his 'son, Charles I\'. 

The latter part of this year was made unfortunately 
memoffable at home by tlie occurrence of that mental 
malady, which has throwp so deep a gloom upon the 
-close of his Majesty’s reign. Some time in October it 
becaule known to the pjiblic that the King wm labour- 
ing under an indisposition, which was announced in 
such a manner, that an alarm prevailed of great danger 
to his life. His appearance at' a levee dissipated this 
fear j but it could not mueh longer be concealed that 
the real case was a derangement of the understanding. 
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of .which, indeed, symptoms had'more than once before 
appeared, though they had been kept as a state secret. 
This lamentable event, unprecedented in English his- 
tory, produced a general consternation, and occasioned 
extraordinary movements among the heads of parties. 
Parliament having met on November 20th, the day to 
which it had been prorogued, it was unanimously ad« 
journed for fifteen days longer; and a privy council 
being held on the day before the expiration of that 
term, the physicians in attendance on his Majesty were 
summoned, to whom three questions were put. Their 
answers will indica(fe the questions ; namely, That his 
Majesty was incapable of biisiness ; that there was a 
great probability of his recoveiy, but it was impossible 
to limit the time ; and that they formed this opinion 
from experience, having observed that the majority ol‘ 
those attlieted with the same disease had recovered. 

Parliament having assembled on December ^th, a 
committee was appointed in caclr House for fulfy ascer- 
taining his Majesty’s state, whicli being done, with the 
sama result as above mentioned, Mr. Pitt, on the 10th, 
moved “ that a committee*be appointed to examine the 
journals of the House, and report precedents of such pro- 
ceedings as may have been had in cases of the personal 
exercise of the royal authority being* prevented or inter- 
rupted by infancy, sickness, or infirmity, or otherwisu^ 
with a view to jjrovide for the same.” To this motion 
Mr. Fox objected, as nugatory, and productive of unne- 
cessary delay, it being his decided opinion, [hat when 
the sovereign from any causes bficame incapable of Ex- 
ercising his functions, the heir apparent had an indis- 
]>utabie claim to the exercise of the executive power; 
thou-di, indeed, the two hou§csof parliament were alone 
competent to pronounce when he ought to take posses* 
siot; ol' ifis right. Mr. Pitt, in reply, declared this doctrine 
to be little less than treason to tlie constitution ; and 
he maintained, on the contrary, that the heir apparent 
had no more right in sdeh a case than any other subject 
in the kingdom, and that h belonged to the two remain- 
ing branches of the legislature, i’.i behalf of the people, 
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to make provision for fhe temporary deficiency. This 
great constitutional question was debated witli ardour 
in both houses, and in both, the majority appeared ad- 
verse to the Prince of W/iles*s claim to the regfency as 
a matter of right. 

On tjie l6'th, the House of Commons being in a 
''committee, Mr. Pitt moved three resolutions, of which 
the first, asserting his Majesty’s present incapacity for 
public business, passed unanimously. The others were. 
That it is the right and duty of the Lords and Commons 
of Great Britain assembled, t;o pi’ovide the means for 
supplying the defect of the persoflal exercise of the 
royal authority in such manner as the exigency of the 
case may seem to require ; and that for this purpose, 
and for maintaining entire the constitutional authority 
of the King, it is necessary that the Lords and Com- 
mons should determine on the means whereby the royal 
assent may be given to such bill as may be passed in 
the two houses of parliament respecting the exercise of 
the powers of the crown during the continuance of his 
Majesty’s indisposition. After these points had been 
debated, and a motion by Lord Nortli for immediately 
proceeding to declare a regent had been negatived by 
JiJGS against ‘i()4, the two resolutions were carried witli- 
out farther discussion. 

• Mr. Pitt, on December 19th, being called upon to 
inform the House of the mode of proceeding he in- 
tended to adopt, stated that he should propose that 
thqir proceedings should be under the royal authority, 
delegated by a commission under the Great Seal ; that 
the commissioners should open the parliament in his 
Majesty’s name according tb the usual form, and after- 
wards give the royal assent to such bill as might be 
•passed ^by the two houses for appointing a rege^^t to ex- 
ercise so much of the rtryal authority as was necessary 
during bis Majesty’s indisposition. The resolutions 
which bad passed in the fcommittee being now brought 
up, long arguments, in which much historical and con- 
stitutional knowledge was displayed, were adduced on 
both sides; and the conclusion was, that they were 
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agreed to, and ordered to be delivered to the Lords at a 
conference. Similar debates took-place in that house, 
which ended in passing the resolutions by a majority 
of abodt one third on December 29th. A protest against 
this concurrence was however signed by the Dukes of 
York and Cumberland, and 46 other peers. , 

In the nation at large these proceedings were viewtjd' 
with much interest; and addresses were sent from a 
considerable majority of thc'coiinties and cprporations 
in the kingdom approving of the measures adopted by 
the ministers. 

This year having completed a century from the Re- 
volution, the memory of that event was celebrated by 
rejoicings in various parts of the kingdom. The birth- 
lay ol’ King William was in particular kept with more 
than iisnai solemnity at Dublin. 


t) 1) 
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Year of George III. 29 & 30. 
Parliament 5 & 6. 


Regency Bill. — The Kin^*s Recovery declarid. — Proceedings in Ire- 
land. — National Rejoicings. — Shop Tax repealed. — Motion for 
Repeal of the Test Act rejected. — Slave Trade. — Duties on Tobacco 
transferred to the Excise. — Hastings's Trial. — French Revolution, 
principal Events of. — Successes of the Flemish Insurgents. — Events 
of the War betiveen Turkey^ and Russia and Austria. — Affairs (f 
Svoeden. 


Thk' Speaker of the House of Commons, Mr. Corn- 
wall, dying on January 2d, the House adjourned to 
the 5th, when two members were proposed tor the 
vacant office, the Hon. Mr.'W. Grenville, and Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot. On a division, the former was chosen by 
215 votes to 144. 

The great business of the regency was then resumed, 
and a re-examination of his Majesty’s physicians having 
be-en agreed upon, the report of the committee ap- 
pointed for this purpose was brought up on January 
ISth, from whicli it appeared that all those gentlemen 
agreed on the probability of the King’s recovery, though 
they were not equally sanguine in their expectations, and 
that none would venture tb fix the time when such a 
change was likely to take place. On January Kith Mr. 

‘Pitt took up the suliject of the regency by observing, 
that w*hat they were to provide for^was a aeficiency in 
the executive government for an interval, and as he 
hoped, a short one ; and also, against any embarrass- 
men^Jn the resumption of the royal authority upon his 
Mi^sty’s recovery. He sliould therefore propose to 
invest the Prince of Wales with the whole roval au- 
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tJiority, subject only to certain’ limitations and restric- 
tions. The first of these was, that the regent should not 
have the power of creating peers. The second, that he 
.should not grant anyplace or^iension for life or in re- 
version, other than such place as from its nature is to 
be held for life or during good behaviour. The third, 
that he should be restrained from any power over the * 
King’s personal property. Besides these resolutions he 
proposed one, to intrust the ’queen with the entire care 
of the royal person during his illness, and to place under 
her authority the whole of the King’s household, with 
full power to dismi’ss and appoint at her pleasure ; and 
another, lor the nomination of a council to assist her 
Majesty with their advice. These five resolutions were 
then moved in succession, "when a warm opposition was 
made both to the whole plan of restriction, and to the 
{larlicular articles. I'he bestowing of the whole jiower 
and patronage of the household upon the qii^en was 
especially objected to, as setting up a party in the court 
opposed to the administration of the regent ; it being 
well known that an entire change of ministers was in- 
tended by the regent, whilst her Majesty would naturally 
be inclined to favour those who had conferred upon her . 
such high authority. The resolutipns, however, after 
several divisions, were agreed to, and ordered to be 
delivered at a conference to the Lords. In the uppft: 
house they underwent a discussion similar to that* in 
the Commons, and being at length voted, a protest 
against them was signed by 57 Iprds. . , 

On January 27th, Mr. Pitt proposed the a[)pointment 
of a committee to wait on the Prince of Wales with the 
resol u* ions which had been agreed to by parlfament, 
and » udeavour to know whether his Royal Highness was 
willing <to accept of the regency on the terms ^thereiif 
jir iposed. This motion being carried, not without 
some severe animadversions on the part of opposition 
ujfon the want of resppet witli which, as they alleged, 
the Prince had been treated, and a similar motion hav- 
ing passed the Lords, the two committees presented the 
resolutions to the Prince and the Queen. The answer 
, DD 3 ’ 
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received from his Royal IIi{j;liness contained an asstir- 
ance that, his duty to the King, his regard for the in- 
terests of tlie people, and his respect for the desires of 
the two Houses, outweighing every other consideration, 
he would undertake the weighty trust proposed to him 
conformably to the resolutions, though sensible of the 
'"difficulties that must attend its execution, in the pecu- 
liar circumstances in which it was committed to his 
charge, ami of which he was acquainted with no other 
example. 

The next process was that of enabling the two 
Houses, which as yet sat merely in ' convention, to act 
as a legislative body; and for this purpose, the lord 
president (Lord Camden) moved that letters patent 
under the great seal be impowered to be issued by the 
authority of the two Houses in the usual form ajjpoint- 
ing commissioners to open the parliament. 1 his being 
carrietUin the House ot’ Lords, and concurred in, after 
a warm debate, by the Commons, Mr. Pitt, on February 
Sd moved for leave to bring in the regency bill, which 
being granted, it was read foi'the first time. Tiiis bill 
consisted of thirty-two clauses, many of which were sub- 
jects of debate ; but as it never passed into a law, there 
appears no necessity for attending upon its farther pro- 
gress. Whilst it was under discussion in the House of 
Lords, the lord chancellor, on February 19th, after 
observing that it had appeared from the reports ol' the 
physicians that his Majesty for some time past was in a 
stale of c»onvalcscence< and that the accounts just re- 
ceived affirmed the improvement to be j)rogressive, said 
that in this situation ol' thipgs he conceived they could 
not pdssibly proceed with the bill before them, and 
therefore moved atv adjournment. On the ii'llli the 
^ord cVncellor acquainted the House that he^ihad on 
that day attended his Majesty by 'ns express command, 
and had found him to be perfectly recovered. Further 
adjourn ovnts took place* till March 10th, when the 
Commons with their Speaker attending at the bar of 
the House of Lords, the chancellor informed them that 
the King had caused a commission to be issued author- 
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izing the commissioners appointed by former letters 
patent to hold that parliament, to open the same, 
•''riiis being done, the chancellor acquainted them, tliat 
his Mjqesty being recovered, and capable of attending 
to public affairs, had commanded the commissioners to 
convey his warmest acknowledgments for the addi> 
tional proofs they had given of attachment to liTs persoq,* 
and of con^jgj-n for the honour of his crown and the 
good government of his don>inions. Other topics were 
then alluded to, as in an usual speech from the crown, 
and congratulatory addresses were unanimously voted 
in both houses. This was the termination of the public 
])roccedings in an emergence which will ever stand as 
an event of high moment in the constitutional history 
of this country. 

It is j>roper, however, before the subject is dismissed, 
to advert to the very different measures taken on the 
occasion by the parliament of Ireland. The sessions 
was opened on February 5th by the Marquis ot'*Buck- 
ingham, lord lieutenant, who informed the Houses of 
his Majesty’s indisposition, and acquainted them that 
he had directed all the necessary documents to be laid 
before them. The secretary then moved in the House 
of Commons, that the House should, on the Monday 
se’nnight, resolve itself into a coidmittee to take into 
consideration the state of his Majesty’s health. Tlijs 
motion being regarded as made for procuring a delajito 
prevent the Irish parliament from coming to any reso- 
lutions on the subject previously to the determinations 
of the British parliament, it was^ vehemently opposed as 
derogatory to the independence of that kingdom, and a 
motion by Mr. Grattan for the House to meet .on the 
next Wednesday was carried by a majority of 128 to 
74. Oj|i that day, Mr. Conolly moved that an address 
should be presented to the Frjnce of Wales requesting 
him to take on himself the government of that kingdom 
d 'ring his Majesty’s incapacity, which, after a violent 
debate, was carried >#ithout a division. The Earl of 
Charlemont moved for a similar address in the House of 
Ijords, whicli was voted by a niajorit)' of lU ; and both 
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Houses waited on the lo'rd lieutenant with their address, 
requesting him to transmit it, which he refused to do. 
The result was the appointment, by both Houses, of a ’ 
deputation for the purpoge of presenting the address. 
Mr. Grattan further moved a vote of censure on the 
lord lieutenant for his refusal, which was carried by 
''14^ to S3 ; and also votes of supply for two months 
only, which were carried. The deputies* arrived at 
London time enough to present their address to the 
Prince of Wales, who, returning them his warmest 
thanks, informed them at the^ same time of the King’s 
convalescent state, and of his hopeJ. that within a. few 
days his Majesty would be able to resume the govern- 
ment. 

The national rejoicings on the happy event of his 
Majesty’s recovery exceeded every thing before known. 
More splendid illuminations than had ever been ex- 
hibited yvere universal throughout the kingdom. A 
day of general thanksgiving was appointed, which was 
observed with unusual solemnity ; and the King in 
person, attended by the royal .♦amily, the great olHcers 
of state, and both houses of fiarliament, went in grand 
procession to St. Paul’s. 

Among the proceedings in parliament, one of the first 
was a renewal by Mr. Fox of an annual motion for the 
repeal of the shop-tax. That impost had become more 
and more unpopular ever since it was laid, and various 
meetings had been held in the metropolis for petition- 
ing against it. U he minister therefore thought proper at 
length to give way to the public feeling, and the repeal 
was agreed to. At the same time, on the motion of 
Mr. Dempster, a kind of Obuntervailing additional tax 
on hawkers and pedlars was taken off. 

» A renewed application for the repeal of \he cor- 
poration and test acts, an far as related to protestant 
dissenters, sras made in a motion by Mr. Beaufby, sup- 
ported by Mr. Fox and ‘Mr. W. Smith, and opposed 
by Lord North and Mr. Pitt, and was rejected by 12ii 
votes against 102. * 
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\ The resinned consideration of the slave trade in the 
House of Commons, promised in the last session, was, 

* from the circumstances of the time, deferred to May 
]‘2th. * A large report on tlip subject from the privy- 
council being laid before the Hbuse, twelve resolutions 
founded upon it were presented by Mr. Wilberforce, 
after which, and some evidence heard before the Hoifte," 
the farther consideration of the subject was adjourned 
to the* next session. Sir W. Dolben’s bill for regulat- 
ing the transportation of slaves was, by a new act, 
continued in an ainende4 form. 

Mr. Grenville htiving in the month of .Tune been 
appointed one of tlie secretaries of state on the resigna- 
tion of Lord Sidney, he resigned the office of speaker 
of the House of Coinmoirs, for which Mr. Addington 
and Sir Gilbert Elliot were proposed by the different 
parties, and the former was chosen. 

In June Mr. Pitt brought in a bill for repealing the 
subsisting duties on tobacco, and substituting others of 
excise. The information of this intended change occa- 
sioned a general alarm* among the manufacturers of 
that article, and many pelitions were presented against 
it. In parliament it was also strongly opposed, and . 
various alterations were made in its progress, to remove 
pbjections. In fine, it passed into a law just before the 
close of the session. • 

'I’he trial of Mr. Hastings was proceeding during 
this time, though with much delay and interruption. 
Mr. llurke having, in a speech upon one of the chayges, 
adverted to his treatment of Nundcoinar, one of his 
accusers in India, and asserted that he had at last inur- 
derc .l him by the hands of Sir Elijah Iinpey, Mr. Hast- 
ing : petitioned the House, to be heard against such a 
charge! and after many debates, a censure wiys movetl 
upon Mr. Burke’s expression,*and carried. 

Parliament was prorogued on August 11th. 

In this year was pffectec? that great Revolution in 
J'rance, which for so long a period has rendered the 
affairs of that country not only the most interesting 
political spectacle aflbrdcd by modern history, but the 
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hinge upon which the 'principal public events of all 
Europe have turned. In an especial manner it has 
influenced the state of these kingdoms ; so that from this 
time it becomes absolutely necessary to entwine alhread 
of French history with ‘the whole fabric of the annals 
of the present reign. As, however, the remainder of 
^bre work would be rendered wholly disproportionate 
by relating the transactions belonging to the French 
revolution upon the same ‘scale with that assigned to 
domestic occurrences, nothing more will be attempted 
than such an outline as may mark out the continuous 
chain of cause and etfect, and the 'series of the most 
important events. 

The embarrassments of the French government could 
not have been more forcibly -displayed than by its con- 
sent to the convocation of those States-general, the 
disuse of which ever since the year 1614 sufficiently 
proved.. Jhe aversion with whieh they were regarded 
by the arbitrary princes and ministers who had suc- 
ceeded. It w'as indeed obvious, that if constituted so 
as to be a representative of the, whole community, they 
must hold in their hands thfi mass of public power ; 

, hence their organization was a subject of warm contest 
in the body of Notables appointed for that purpose, and 
was a topic of general interest in the nation. The two 
moterial points for determination were, whether the 
three orders of which the States were composed should 
sit in one chamber and vote by heads, or in three 
chambers, ?nd vote by orders j and whether each order 
should consist of abouV the same number of indivi- 
duals, or the tiers etat or common should equal in 
number* the orders of nobles and of clergy together. 
The importance of these questions with respect to the 
influence of the crown will be at once apparent^ espe- 
cially of*the Jbtter, on which, in fact, the circumstance 
of a revolujtii^ almost entirely depended. The popular 
party. How become predominant in France, was so 
ardently bent upon the measure of doubling the repre- 
sentation of the "tiers etat, th'at M. Necker, to wnom 
the King committed the whole decision of the matter. 
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either not foreseeing the consfequences, or convinced 
Uhat the desire of the nation coukl not be resisted with- 
out the danger of a general tumult, gave his advice in 
its fiivbur. It was therefbre^determined in council on 
December 27th, that tlie nutflber of deputies to the 
States sho'uld not fall short of a thousand, Jo be ap- 
portioned conformably to the population and iinanekd' 
contributions of the dilierent bailliages ; and that the 
representation of the tiers ttat should be equal to the 
sum of the representation of the two other orders. 

On May 5th the meejing of the Stalcs-general was 
opened at Versaillfes with great solemnity by a speech 
from the King. It was followed by a long speech from 
M. Nccker, in which exact details were given of the 
state of the national finances, and plans were proposed 
for remedying their disorders. The first business of the 
assembly was the verification of the powers of the 
members, on which subject diflercnces imixuidiately 
arose, the third estate insisting that it should be done 
in a common assembly of the three orders, whereas the 
nobles and clergy adhered to the ancient practice of 
each verifying in its own house. This dispute Avas 
rendered important from the plan annexed to it by the , 
democratic i>arty, of voting by pole and not by ordem, 
which would clearly give thctliird estate the preponder- 
ance ; since their number was equal to that of the otlwr 
two conjoined, and they might expect adherents from 
both. The nobles were resolute, and formed their 
separate house ; the clergy A^avered ; and after an 
inactioii of six weeks, the third estate, being joinea by 
a few of the clergy, and feeling themseh^es strong in the 
pub!'!* opinion, declared themselves the legislative body, 
and assumed the title of tl>c National Assembly. Tlie 
majoriff^ of the clergy were brought to acquiesce in lliA 
a -sumplion ; but the King, fiqiportcd by the noliles, 
declared these proceedings null, and commamleil the 
f ieputies to separate. ^Violent tumults followed, in some 
of which, that very dangerous symptom of fallen autho- 
rity appeared, an attachment of the soldiery to the 
popular cause j and in fine, the King prevailed on the 
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nobles to give way, and an union of the three orders 
took place. ' 

In tlie mean time an army was collecting round Paris j 
and as soon as the court /bit its strength, the step was 
taken on July 11th, of suddenly dismissing Necker, with 
jin order to quit the kingdom in twenty-four hours. The 
iiftelligence of this event excited a furious commotion 
in the capital, and an attempt to disperse the ])opulacc 
by means of a foreign regunent having been defeated, 
the citizens armed, and were joined by the French 
guards. On the 14th that extraordinary action, the 
storming of the Bastille by the peoplb of Paris, aided by 
some of the military, made a bloody commencement 
of the revolution. The lives lost by the assailants were 
revenged by the massacre of the governor and several 
others, whose heads were carried about the streets upon 
poles j and that sanguinary spirit was fully imbibed, 
which •characterised the whole revolutionary period. 
The King, in great alarm, issued orders for the removal 
of the troops stationed in the vicinity of Paris, and im- 
mediately recalled Necker. lie also, with that dis- 
regard of personal danger which he displayed through 
. the most trying scenes, resolved upon visiting Paris, 
while several of the. princes of the blood and principal 
courtiers sought their safety in flight. His Majesty 
wd!} received at first with no other cry than that of 
Vit& la nation ! but having accepted the national cock- 
ade from the hand of M. Bailly, elected mayor of Paris, 
the ^lsual tokens of that .affection which the French have 
habitually borne to their sovereign were bestowed on 
him. After various succeeding sce.ies displaying the 
agitatioh, the enthusiasm, and the ferocity which had 
taken possession of the minds of the public, as well in 
ttie provinces as in the capital, and some of theta truly 
shocking and atrocious f several decrees passed the 
national assembly abolishing ancient abuses, particularly 
all the relics of the feudalsystemi On August 20th, a 
declaration of rights was agreed upon to serve as the 
base of the new French constitution. This frame of 
government was a limited hereditar^jitfonarchv, in 
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which the legislative authority was renderred superior 
^o the executive, the latter being only allowed a suspen- 
sive veto. The person of the King was declared invio- 
lable, and the throne indivisible. The decrees having 
been sent to the King, with a requisition for their pro- 
mulgation, a letter was received from him containing 
objections to certain articles, among whicli were tlie' 
abolition of rents originally founded in personal service, 
and of tithes. The national assembly, however, still 
urging the promulgation, the King at length acceded to 
its desire, and on September 20th sanctioned the de- 
crees. • 

It seemed now that nothing was wanting to restore 
the public tranquillity, but the regulation of the finances, 
on which M. Necker was incessantly employed ; hut the 
royal or aristocratical, and the democratical parties 
were too adverse in their principles cordially to coalesce ; 
and suspicions, either real or feigned, were jliftused 
among the latter relative to the sincerity of the Court 
and higher orders in the sacrifices which they had 
concurred in. Under the influence of those suspicions, 
and the distress arising •from a scarcity of bread, a 
fresh insurrection broke out at Paris among the lowest 
of the populace, and an infuriated mob of both sexes, 
escorted by some armed men, proceeded to Versailles, 
where, on October tith, they made an attack by nigtit 
on the palace. Amidst massacre and plunder 4he 
royal family were brought into great danger of‘ their 
lives, but were at length rescued by thg national 
guard ; and the King and Qdeen, conducted by* the 
Manp'is De la Fayette, who had been made com- 
mander of that corps, were brought to Pams, and 
placed in the Tuilleries upder guard. This triumph 
of the , popular party occasioned a new change in 
the constitution by the national assembly, winch 4iad 
followed the King to the capital, and from which 
se veral of the aristocratical •members seceded, taking 
refuge in foreign coflntries. Among those who left 
the country for a time Vas the Duke of Orleans, a 
man universally represented as tainted with every vice. 



414 


AKNALS OF GEORGE III. 


1789. 


and fit for any villany ; who, beginning his political/ 
career as an opposer of arbitrary power, is supposed 
always to have entertained a party of his own, and to 
have been the secret instigator of every mischief in 
order to make way for 'lii^ ambitions projects. Having 
fallen under the siis])icion of criminal views towards 
*tbe crown, he found it expedient for the present to 
withdraw to England. 

The national assembly was now' closely occu])ied in 
wholly regenerating the frame of polity, laws, and go- 
vernment, the King unconditionally acceding to every 
thing which they chose to eslablislr. The first object 
was to reform the representation of the people, and 
abolish all local differences, by entirely breaking the 
ancient division of France into provinces, and substi- 
tuting a new one founded upon a combined ratio of 
territory, population, and taxation, fn this scheme 
the wlmlc kingdom was distributed into 83 nearly erpial 
sections, named departments, and which took their 
denominations from circumstances of geogra})hical 
situation. These were subdivided into districts and can- 
tons, and a plan of represeiftation and administration 
was formed corresponding to this partition. The 
further changes w'ere the abolition of all distinction 
of orders, the resuih})tion of tithes and all ecclesiastical 
pRoperty, with the siipprcssion of monastic institutions, 
and the extinction of all the provincial parliaments, 
instead of which new courts of justice were instituted, 
with trial ^by jury. To this last change great opposi- 
tioit was made ; and *in the midst of the agitations 
consequent upon such radical alterat'ans, and the still 
urgent.financial difficulties, tliis year, so memorable in 
the French annals, coqcluded. 

« "While these events were passing in France, the 
neighb6uring Austrian provinces of the Low-Countries 
were the scene of violent commotions tending alike to 
a revolution in the goveirnment^ but of a nature en- 
tirely difierent from that in the former country, since 
its object was to restore a jlopular constitution abro- 
gated by arbitrary power. It has been mentioned that 
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^ the preceding year closed with a refusal I'rom the States 
Jbf Brabant to vote the usual supplies to a government 
now become a mere tyranny. This resistance in- 
flamed ’the resentment of the^ Emperor Josepli to such 
a degree, that he addressed art edict to the province, 
in which he not only annulled all his late concessions, 
but recalled his oath to observe the terms of the ’ 
Joyous Entry. At the same time all the rigours of a 
military administration wdi’e continued, and many 
persons, on suspicion of disaflection, were thrown into 
prison. The Flemings now flnding that they had no 
alternative between ‘absolute submission and resistance, 
boldly took the latter part, and whilst the Austrian 
armies were chiefly occupied in the Turkish war, they 
rose in arms in the different provinces, and attacked 
the imperial garrisons. Alter some successful actions, 
the insurgents obtained possession of many of' the 
principal towns without a contest, and everj tjic city 
and citadel of Ghent were deserted by the garrison. 
On November 30th, the States of Flanders assumed the 
supreme authority in tlKit province, and issued reso- 
lutions declaring the forfeiture by the Emperor of his 
title as their sovereign, and ordaining the levy and 
maintenance of an army, and an union with the States 
of Brabant. Brussels was soon after ilelivercd from 
the Austrian power ; and no regard being paid to tlfe 
Emperor’s conciliatory proposals, the States of Bi’a- 
bant, on the last day of the year, bound themselves, 
in presence of the citizens of Brussels, by .a solemn 
oath, to preserve the rights, privileges, and constitu- 
tion of their country ; and soon alter joined in an 
offeusi^ ’^ and defensive league with Flanders. * 

Gri at discontents took place at Constanstinoplc on 
account A>f the loss of Choezim and Otchakof; ^and ai/ 
addirional misfortune befel thc^Ottomans in the de^th 
of the Grand Seignior Abdul Hamet, one of the best 
ami most enlightened sovereigns who for a long time 
past had occupied the Turkish throne. He was suc- 
ceeded by his nephew Selim, who soon displaced his 
rapacious and sanguinary temper by the confiscation 
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and execution of* the Grand Vizier, who had been 
honourably acquitted of the charge brought against' 
him in the former reign, as having by misconduct 
occasioned tiic loss of Otchakof. On the expiration 
of the armistice, the wir recommenced between the 
Turks and Austrians along the frontiers of Transyl- 
■ vioiia and the banks of the Danube, whilst the Rus- 
sians acted partly as allies to the Austrians, and partly 
pushed their successes in “other quarters. Fortune or 
conduct now entirely deserted the Ottomans. Mar- 
shal Laudohn took Turkish Gradiska in June, and 
afterwards laying siege to Belgrade, obliged that im- 
j)ortant j)lace to surrender in October. The Prince 
of Saxe-Coburg, and the Russian General Suwarrof, 
entirely ilefcated the main Turkish army under the 
new Grand Vizier near Martincsti in Wallachia, on 
September 22d, the relics of the vanquished re-tmss- 
ing tits Danube. Bucharest afterwards fell, llassan 
Pashaw was defeated by Potemkin and Repnin, and 
Bender, Bielgorod, and other places, were the j)rizc of 
victory. 

T1 le King of Sweden, involved at the same time in a 
foreign war, and in party differences at home, found 
no other means of extricating himself from his em- 
barrassments, tlian' appealing to the nation at large, 
tke inferior orders of which were generally atlaehetl 
todiim. He summoned a diet to meet at Stockholm, 
which he opened on January 20th, in a long ami 
eloquent .speech. He found the nobles for the most 
part in opposition to liim, but the other three orders 
were in his favour ; and confiding hi their support, he 
ventuped upon the bold m^sure of seizing by military 
force, and committing tp prison, twenty-five among 
‘the principal nobility'. These were officers lyipg under 
the charges of treasonn treachery, disobedience, and 
mutiny. A great number of resignations followed, of 
persons in every department of the state, ci\il and 
military^, but the King steadily^ pursued his purpose. 
He to^lly abolished the senate, and instituted in its 
place a nctv court, the model of which he is said to 
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have taken from the French coiir plenierc : and he 
framed an act of confederation by which all Swedes 
were |;^oiind to mutual defence, and to the preservation 
of the existing constitution tapd laws. This last he 
procuretl to be passed in the diet, notwithstanding the 
opposition of the order of nobles, whose consent, ^ ii*. 
their absence, he caused to be declared by the signa- 
ture of Count Lowenhaupt, the Marshal of the diet : 
and against this direct infraction of the constitution 
only one noble had the courage to enter a protest. 
The trials of thg persons arrested commenced in 
March, and after occupying many months, terminated 
in very severe sentences, some of them extending to 
capital punishment ; but the King’s disposition not 
being sanguinary, few lives were sacririced. V/ith 
respect to foreign foes, the King’s first care was to 
procure the neutrality of Denmark, which was effected 
by the interposition of the British minister. *He then 
returned to Finland, and pursued the war with Russia. 
Some actions of no great moment ensued, and at 
length the King was obliged to make a hasty retreat 
from the Russian territory, which he had incautiously 
entered. At sea a bloody engagement took place,* 
August ^;5th, in the Culph of Finland, between the 
Swedish and Russian fleets of galleys, in which Jlie 
Swedes, who were considerably inferior in force, were 
finally obliged to take shelter under the cannon of 
Sweaborg. This result gave a superiority to the Rus- 
sians for the remainder of the eampaign. ' > 
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Year of George III. 30 & 31. 

Parliament G^& 1. 

Reception of the French Revolution in England. — Parliament : King’s 
Speech : Parties in the House. — Dissenters again defeated. — Mr. 
Flood* s Motion for Reform of Parliament. — Budget. — Qiiarrel 
•vcith Spain respecting Noolfca Sound. — Hastings's Trial. — Irish 
Parliament. — Party Contents : Mr. Burke's Book on the French 
Revolution. — Paine’s Rights of Man. — French Affairs. — Aho- 
liiion 4if Ranks and Titles. — General Co7t federation. — Necker's 
Resignation. — Death of the Emperor Joseph and Succession of 
Leopold. — Convention of Reichenbavh. — Submission of the Bel- 
gians. — jffairs of SwedeUf and Peace voith Russia. — Russian Suc- 
cesses against the Turks. — East Indies. — War between the Com- 
pany and Tippoo Sultan. — New I^arliament. — Question respecting 
Impeachment. 


I HE eftbrts of the I'Vench people to liberate lliem- 
sefves from arbitrary power, and establish a constitution 
upo*h the princij)les of rational freedom, had in their 
commencements been iT^farded with general favour by 
the .English nation, whjph could not but recognize the 
same rights in another people, that they luid themselves 
so happily asserted. But the violen>.e with which their 
revolution had finally been effected, and the subversion 
of so many ancient and venerable institutions by which 
was attendgd, now began to render their pro(feedings 
ala^ning and obnoxious, hot only to all the habitual sup- 
porters of authority, but to those who were attached to 
the establishments of their own pountry, and dreaded 
the progress of a spirit of innovation. On the other 
hand, the friends of reform/ civil and ecclesiastical, 
whose expectations had so often been frustrated, gene- 
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rally rejoiced in an event which afforded so striking a 
proof of the power of a nation when exerting its ener- 
gies, and hailed the propagation of the principles by 
which the revolution was eflected, as the introduction 
to a new' and happier era in human aftairs. TJndcr this 
persuasion, some of the societies instituted for pur 
])oses of reform sent letters ,of congratulation to the 
French leaders, and opened a cori'espondence with 
them. The example of France was even so far imitated, 
that clubs were formed in many of the most consider- 
able towns in the kingdsni, with the intention of pro- 
moting some of those reforms which there appeared no 
prospect of obtaining by means of the representatives of 
the people. 

Parliament was opened on January iilst with a 
speech from the throne, in which the internal com- 
motions which disturbed the tranquillity of diftcrent 
parts of Europe were lamented, but without iftiy parti- 
cular reference ; and a persuasion was expressed that 
all would be sensible of the invaluable blessings which 
this nation derived ffoin its excellent constitution. 
Occasion being soon after given in the House of Com- 
mons to speak of the French revolution, which^ Mr.’ 
Fox mentioned in terms of approbation, Mr. Burke 
rose, and in a speech of considerable length employed 
the powers of his eloquence in a very severe and . op- 
probrious censure of the principles and conduct of that 
event, which was received with great applause by the 
House in general. He was replied to by Mr. Fox- and 
Mr. Sheridan, who defended the principle of the revolu- 
tion, while they joined in detestation of the outrages 
with v/hich it had been accompanied ; but Mr. Pitt and 
sevc'dl other members expressed their entire concur- 
rence tifith Mr. Burke, and their sense of the obligations 
he had conferred on his country by the part he had 
taken. These differences of ppinion spread through the 
kingdom, and parties began to take their respective 
ground with a spirit of hostility even more acrimonious 
than that which prevailed during the American war. 

These feelings were aggravated by a renewed attempt 
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of the tiisseiiters to obtain a repeal of the corporation 
and test acts. Zeal to carry their point had induced 
them in some places to hold public meetings, at .which 
they entered into resolutions for supporting at future 
elections such members only as should have voted in 
thejr favour. This policy, injudicious for a minority, 
was turned against them by the established clergy and 
their adherents ; and the warmth with which some dis- 
tingtjislied characters among the dissenters had pub- 
licly maintained the principles of reform, and the 
justice of the French revolution, rendered them still 
more the objects of apprehension. AVhen, therefore, 
Mr. I'ox, on March 2d, brought their cause before the 
House of Commons, his motion for taking the subject 
into consideration, was negalived by the decisive ma- 
jority of 2!)4< to 105. 

At the same inauspicious period Mr. Flood moved for 
a bill t(ramend the representation in parliament. The 
plan proposed for this purpose was the addition of a 
hundred members, to be elected by the resident house- 
holders in every county. In /.Re debate which ensued, 
the sense of the House appeared so adverse to any 
•measure of the kind, that Mr. Flood agreed to with- 
draw his motion. 

A motion by the Honourable Frederic Montagu for 
augmenting the salary of the Speaker of the House ol’ 
Commons, was carried with only one dissentient voice ; 
and to the sum of 5000/. which he proposed, another 
thousand ^^as voted on «the motion of Sir Janu s John- 

stone. . 

The 9pening of the annual financial budget in April 
gave the minister the opportunity of laying before the 
^ouse a very favoQrable 'statement of the jiational 
revenue‘under his management. The produce of the 
con^lidated fund he stated as being half a million 
more irttfife last year, than the average of the three last 
years ; and he gave a total of ways and means amount- 
ing to near six millions, which he said was more than 
siilficient to meet the supply. 

"On May 5th the public was surprized by a message 
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from his Majesty to purliamcni containing information 
of the violence committed on two vessels belonging to 
his subjects, on the north-western coast of America, by 
a Spanish naval ollicer ; also,^ of his applications to the 
Court of Spain for satisfaction ; of the exclusive claims 
of that Court to the navigation of those seag, and its 
hostile preparations. This dispute was a conseqiieficc 
of the establishment, by an English trader, of a small 
settlement for the purposes of commerce at Nootka 
Sound, on the coast of California, the liberty for which 
he had purchased from tjie Indian chief of the district. 
In May and June 1789 two English vessels were seized 
in that bay by the commander of a Spanish frigate, who 
made the crews ])risoners, took possession of the lands 
on which the building for a settlement was erected, 
pulling down the Britisi: flag, and hoisting the Spanish 
in its stead, with a declaration that all the lands com- 
prized between Cape Horn and the both degree of 
north latitude belonged to his Catholic Majesty. Ne- 
gotiations respecting this act had been carried on 
between the two courts, which had not produced an 
accommodation, and the*King’s message on the occa- 
sion expressed a determination to support the honour, 
of his crown and the rights of his people. The House 
of Commons unanimously voted an address to the King 
corresponding to this resolution, and passed a vot^of 
credit for a million. Vigorous preparations forVar 
were made on both sides ; but the Spaniards not 
chposing to proceed to extretnities, the iksputc.was 
adjusted by a convention, in which Spain agreed to the 
restoration of the settlement at Nootka, with reparation 
for the injury sustained ; and also to a free navigation 
and fishery in the Pacific ocean and South seas bv 
British^subjects, with a proviso, in order to, preverft 
smuggling, that they shoulU not come within*^ ten 
leagues of any part of the coasts already occupied by 
Spain. , 

During this session th^ subject of the slave trade was 
still under consideration in the House of Commons, and 
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evidence was examined 'ooth for and against the abo- 
lition. 

The trial of Mr. Hastings recommenced on February 
Ifith, but proceeded with still less dispatch than before. 
Mr. Burke, after some observations on this protraction, 
moved two resolutions, the first of which was to autho- 
rize tlie managers of the impeachment to insist only 
upon such articles as shoidd seem to them the most 
conducive to the obtaining Speedy and effectual justice 
against the culprit; the second, that the House of 
Commons was bound to persevere in the impeachment 
till judgment should be obtained 'on the principal 
charges. Complaint having been made to the House 
of a j)ubIication in a newspaper by Major Scott grossly 
reflecting on the conduct of the managers and the jus- 
tice of the House, after considerable debate, the major 
was ordered to be reprimanded by the speaker. 

On Jivjie loth the session was terminated by a speech 
from the throne, and on the following day the parlia- 
ment was dissolved. 

The session of the Irish parliament was opened on 
January 21st by the new lord lieutenant, the Earl of 
Westmorland. During a very short session various 
motions were made in both houses for the purpose of 
controuling the corrupt influence of ministers, by abo- 
lisl.iiig unnecessary places and pensions, all of which 
wet*, defeated by large majorities. Parliament was then 
prorogued, and on April 8th was dissolved. 

This summer was ren^lered remarkable from the heat 
of political controversy occasioned by the principles of 
the French revolution. The annive; sary of that event 
having been celebrated witli great triumph in several 
parts of the kingdom*^ by tbe zealous friends of those 
popular rights which it asserted, Mr. Burke so<^i after 
pubkshetl his celebrated work, entitled " Reflections on 
the French" Revolution,” in which he had employed all 
the undiminished powers ' of his ^ wit, eloquence, and 
reasoning, to stigmatize and ridicule that great change, 
and the principles which led *to it, not without many 
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severe strictures on the English societies and writings 
by which the cause was patronized. Tlie work w:’s 
most extensively circulated and higlily applauded, and 
had a’powerful effect in inspiring confidence in that 
party of which he was now rejrarded as the champion. 
On the other hand it produced many replies ^and criti- 
cisms, to which the author’s violence and exaggeration' 
rendered it in some parts liable ; and it was lamented 
by the rational friends of pblitical freedom, that in his 
zeal to overthrow the abuses of that principle, he liad 
employed arguments wljich would apply against resist- 
ance to the most Oppressive tyranny. Of his literary 
antagonists the most distinguished was Thomas Paine, 
a writer who had made himself noted in the American 
Avar b}' a pamphlet styled Common Sense,” wliich was 
very eflicacious iti persuading the Americans to make 
their decimation of indejjendence. His present work, 
entitled “ The Rights of Man,” though not copiparabic 
to that of Mr. llurke as a literary composition, was 
so Avell adapted to common feeling and comprehension, 
that it greatly contrihsted to the diffusion of demo- 
cratical principles and a Spirit of reform throughout tlie 
kingdom. , 

In France, from the time of the King’s compelled 
residence in Paris, no opposition appeared to the will of 
the National Assembly, 'fhe King even thought prcjjier 
voluntarily to repair to that .‘\ssemblyi on February^ith, 
and make a solemn declaration of his p'urpose to defend 
the new constitution to the last^moment of his existence, 
and to educate his children in the love of liberty. The 
couniry was however still far from being in a slate of 
tranouillity. The seizure of all the church prejporty to 
the use of the public, lea*'ing only a slender pittance 
for Lht'^inaintenance of the officiating clergy, ^thougll»a 
nu;asure which passed with •little opposition *at Paris, 
excited serious commotions in several of the provinces, 
where a zealous attachment'to the ancient religion still 
continued. In the French West Indies, particularly in 
St. Domingo, dreadful tumults arose from the communi- 
eation of the principles of equality to the negroes and 
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people of colour, which the decrees of the National 
Assembly were unable to quell. A storm also began 
to threaten on the German border on account of the 
dissatisfaction of those princes who were dcpaved ol 
their feudal rights in •A'lsace, and who declined the 
offered compensation. The dispute between Great 
•Britain and Spain was another source of embarrassment 
to the National Assembly, since the alliance between 
France and Spain rendered it probable that the aid ot 
the former would be demanded in case of a lupture. 
Tiie consideration of this subject led to the question. 
To whose hands ought the nation te delegate the right 
of making war and peace? After a long discupion, 
it was finally determined that to the King should be 
entrusted the prerogative of announcing to the Assembly 
the necessity of war or peace, which, after due deli- 
beration, should be declared “ on the part ot the King 
in the name of the nation.” In the debate, M. Petion 
proposeJ a resolution » that the French nation renounced 
for ever all idea of conquest, and confined itself entirely 
to defensive war which passfd with universal accla- 

In June a decree passed the Assembly which, perhaps, 
more than any thing that had yet been done, excited 
the hostility of the superior classes throughout Lurope : 
it V'as for the abolition of all hereditary titles, ordcis, 
armorial bearings, and other marks of the distinction ot 
ranks in society. When it is considered how tondly, 
even in the most enlightened countries, men are at- 
tached to Jionours, how futile soever, ^ which elevate 
them above the mass of their fello’”-citizens, the in- 
dignation excited by such ad example of levelling wi I 

readily be conceived. , . . 

. Preparationifor a splendid and imposing solMnnity, 
under thb Ipe of a General Confederation, for the 
purpose of^national administration of oaths of fidelity to 
the new constitution, for soiine time occupied the atten- 
tion of the Parisians ; and on July Uth, the anniversary 
of the taking of the Bastille, It was celebrated m the 
Champ de Mars. The King, for whom a throne was 
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erected in the midst of a wide ^pace, and the whole Na- 
tional Assembly, surrounded by an immense concourse 
of people, solemnly swore to maintain the constitution ; 
and the armed citizens repeated the oath, which was 
taken on the same day throft^iout the extent of the 
kinjrdom. , 

The legislature then proceeded to the organization of’ 
the judicial system for the nation, in which several 
useful regulations were established. The protestants 
were restored to the possessions of which their ancestors 
had been deprived by the I'epeal of the edict of Nantes ; 
the extraordinary taxes levied upon the Jews were sup- 
pressed ; and the droit d’aubaine was abolished. The 
J)uke of Orleans, who had retiirncd to France, and the 
celebrated Mirabeau, were tried upon the charge of a 
conspiracy to murder the Queen, and raise Orleans to the 
throne, but were acquitted. But amidst some favour- 
able appearances, the relaxation of the usual bands of 
authority, and the unqualified principles of equality 
which had been diffused through all ranks, were pro- 
ductive of serious disturbances in various parts, and 
M. Neckcr felt the difficifltics of his situation so sen- 
sibly, that he determined- to resign his post. His popu- , 
larity had for some time been on the decline, in conse- 
quence of his maintaining sentiments of government too 
moderate for the period, aOd of Mirabeau’s intrigiffes 
against him. On September 4th he sent a letter** of 
resignation, on the plea of ill health, to the National 
Assembly, of which no notice yas taken ; arid he pras 
at length obliged to quit like a fugitive, the country 
which he had twice entered in triumph, and which he 
had certainly served with zeal and integrity, if nbt with 
judgment. 

Contelts with the clergy chiefly occupied the IJational* 
Assembly for the remainder ol*the year. An oath had 
been imposed upon them in July,' by which each benefleed 
cloigyraan was, amotig^ other, articles, to swear to main- 
tain to the utmost of nis power, the new constitution of 
France, and particularly tfie decrees relative to the civil 
constitution of the clergy, 'i his injunction had b^en 
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little regarded till November 27tli, when a decree passed, 
declaring that all who should neglect to take the oath, 
would be considered as ejected from their benefices, 
and be condemned to gevere pains and penalties if 
refractory. As the Pope had strongly declared his dis- 
approbation of this oatli, it was declined by a great 
number of the clergy, including almost the whole of 
the episcopal order. Numerous emigrations were the 
consequence, and a scliism in the church took place, 
all the most devout persons in the nation adhering to the 
non-juring deprived clergy, .and refusing to acknow- 
ledge their successors. ' 

On February 20th died the Emperor Joseph, leaving 
to his brother Leopold, Grand Duke of Tuscany, a 
throne miserably shaken by his ill-concerted projects, 
and unjust enterprizes. Almost on bis death-bed he 
had the mortification of receiving from the Hungarian 
nobility a memorial in lofty terms, demanding the 
restoration of their ancient rights and privileges, the 
return of the royal crown of Hungary to Presburg, 
liberty to the people of laying' aside the German dress 
which had been forced upon them, and resuming that 
of the nation, and that the Hungarian or Latin language 
should be used in jniblic acts, instead of the German. 
On these conditions they promised to defend the king- 
db'm to the last drop of ti.eir blood, and to supply the 
imperial armies with every necessary. The Empei’or, 
now additionally humiliated by iliseasc, readily consented 
to the restoration of all.the privileges of the Hungarians, 
insisting only on retaining three articles of his innova- 
tions which did him honpur : th^.se were, a general 
toleration in matters of religion, provision for the 
parochial clergy out.of the 'revenues of some smipressed 
monastjiries, and' the security of a degree of Hberty to 
the* peasants. 

Leopold repaired to Vienna on the intelligence of his 
brother’s death, and assumed a sovereignty involved in 
difficulties on all sides. His^ first care was to free him- 
self from the Turkish War. The campaign on the 
Ds^iibc had opened early on the part of the Austrians, 
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and the fortress of Orsova surrendered to Prince 
t^oburg in April. Attempts were then made against 
Widdin and Giurgewo, but without successs. In the 
mean tdne, negociations for peace had been opened at 
Reichenbach under the mediafioih of England, Prussia, 
and the United Provinces, which had tor theiy farther 
object ail accommodation of the differences between tife 
Austrian court and its subjects in the Low Countries. 
An armistice was immediately concluded with the 
Turks, and conditions of peace were settled on the basis 
that eacli party should return to the state they were in 
before the war, and* that Austria should stand neuter, 
if Russia should refuse to accede to this treaty. The 
re-possession of the Low Countries by Austria was gua- 
rantied by the mediating powers, on the condition of 
the re-osf.ablishment of their ancient privileges and con- 
.-.titiition. 'file malcontents of Hungary were at this time 
very numerous, and many among them even entertained 
the design of liberating that country from the Austrian 
dominion : but differences among themselves, and the 
politic management of Leopold, produced an accommo- 
dation, in wliicli he took'care not to bind himself to 
any concessions derogatory from the rights of the crown. 
Cn his first accession to the Austrian sovereignty, 
Leopold had cause to apprehend some opposition to his 
succession to the imperial crown, especially on the pa(Ft 
of Prussia ; but the convention of Jteichenbach havitig 
conciliated him with that power, he was elected King of 
tile jiomans without competition on September 3Qf;b, 
and was crowned Emperor on October 9th. 

'('he affairs of the Belgic provinces were in this year 
an otijei-.t of the greatest interest to the Austrian*court, 
and auracted the notice of all Europe. In the montli 
ofjanua/y the United Belgic States in congress issued* 
the plan of a constitution whfch, being aristoeratical 
in Its frame, as well as highly intolerant in matters of 
religion, was much objepted to by the democratical party, 
a portion of the community which the example of 
Prance had now rendered veiy. numerous in the Nether- 
lands. Great disturbances ensued from the cont^tf{of 
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the different parties, in which, besides tlie principles of' 
political liberty and national independence, that of re- 
ligious fanaticism, congenial to the Flemish character, 
acted a part ; and through these differences, the defence 
of their newly declared sovereignty was greatly im- 
peded. ,In August the King of Prussia sent a letter 
td the congress, in which he acquainted them that he 
had acknowledged Leopold as Duke of Brabant; an 
intimation which implied {hat, in conformity with the 
articles of the treaty of Reichenbach, the mediating 
powers intended to interfere in the affairs of the Belgic 
provinces. The Emperor, immediately after his coro- 
nation, issued a 'manifesto dated October 14th, in which 
he solemnly engaged, under the guaranty of' the courts 
of London, Berlin, and the Hague, to govern his pro- 
vinces in the Netherlands according to their ancient 
constitutions and charters, and to pass a general amnesty 
in favour of all who should lay down their arms before 
the 21st of November following. A notification of 
these terms of agreement was also sent by the mediating 
powers to the congress. This* body, however, was still 
resolved to maintain the independency which had been 
assumed, and the different parties seemed animated by 
the same spirit. Mean time an Austrian army under 
General Bender was advancing to decide the point, 
afid on December 2d, Brussels was surrendered to it 
without resistance. The example was followed by all 
the other towns of Brabant and Flanders ; the members 
of pongress, and those jvho had been most active in the 
revolution, took refuge in the neighbouring countries ; 
and the whole of Belgium again submitted to the Aus- 
trian government. A convention took place at the 
Hague, between the ministers of the Emperor and those 
\)f the .confederated powers, by which the provinces 
were net only restored td the right" and privileges which 
they possessed before the usurpations of Joseph, but 
were secured in additional liberties ; and thus another 
example was given of the fiqal advantages obtained by 
a determined resistance to tyrannical power, notwith- 
standing temporary reverses. 
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I'he King of Sweden, pursuing his plan of hurailia-^ 
ting the nobles, and ingratiating himself with the other 
classes, issued a declaration that all orders of the state 
had an equal right to serve their country in situations 
for which they were qualified ;*d'nd in consequence, ap- 
pointed persons belonging to the inferior orders to offices 
in the different public departments. This policy ah- 
swered his purpose so as to obtain for him supplies in 
the diet to an amount beyond what had ever been before 
known ; and several of the towns equipped armed ves- 
sels and raised volunteers, for his service at their own 
expence. He was flnis enabled to open the campaign 
against Russia earlier than usual ; and, commanding in 
person, he gained some advantages in Finland. Some 
bloody actions were likewise fought at sea, with various 
success. The last of these was a complete defeat by 
the King, of the Russian fleet under the Prince of Nas- 
sau, in July. The mutual losses, and the exhausted 
state of Sweden, produced overtures for a peace, which 
was concluded in August, on the condition of a restitu- 
tion of conquest on both'sides. This desertion by the 
King of Sweden of the alliance with the Ottoman Porte, 
by which he had been subsidized, excited great indig- 
nation at Constantinople, but was apparently necessary 
to prevent anotlier revolution. 

The Empress Catharine was still as much as ever b^t 
upon her further aggrandisement at the expence of the 
Turks ; and to the pacific proposals offered to her by 
the mediating powers, she returned a haughty ^^nd 
disdainful answer. During the early part of the year 
war was suspended on the banks of the Danube, and 
the Bluek sea was the chief scene of contest between 
the Turks and Russians, in* which the success chiefly 
remained with the latter. An attempt made, by the^ 
Turks to penetrate into the Russian conquests between 
the Black sea and the Caspian was frustrated by a defeat 
given to the Turkish qrmy as it was passing the river 
Kuban. Prince Potemkip, who at the close of the . 
preceding year had taken Kilia Nova, a town at one 
of the mouths of the Danube, now projecting fartjiei* 
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conquests, in Moldavia knd Wallachia, moved in the end 
of October to invest the strong fortress of Isniaii, the 
key of the lower Danube. Its importance caused a nu- 
merous garrison, the flower of the Turkish troop'^s, to be 
posted in it. The task />f reducing this place was com- 
mitted to Suwarof; and on December 22d, tlie ap- 
proaches having allowed batteries to be erected on all 
sides, a terrible cannonade was ordered, which prepareii 
the way for a general assault. The attack and resist- 
ance long continued with mutual fury j at length the 
Russians burst in, and a slayghtcr ensued si:areely pa- 
ralleled in modern war. About ‘i4f,000 of the Tin l-isli 
soldiers are said to liave perished either by the sword 
or in the stream of the Danube, and the Russian accounts 
stated the whole loss of the Ottomans at more than 
32,000. That of the assailants was also very consider- 
able, but was little regarded in the triumph of victory 
with which the year concluded. 

In the East Indies, the English Company were in- 
volved in a fresh war by the ambition of Tippoo Saib, 
Sultan of Mysore. Having* seized upon a pretext 
for making war upon the Rdjah of Travancore, an ally 
of the Company, he had in 1789 entirely over-run and 
occupied the greatest part of the dominions of that so- 
vereign. The government of Bengal had in vain inter- 
posed to restrain his hostilities ; and iiaving formed a 
clase alliance with the Mahrattas and the Ni/am of the 
Decan, it declared war against Tippoo. Two armies 
were foriped for the pyrpose of carrying it on ; one of 
l.?,000 men in the Carnatic, under General Meadows ^ 
the other, commanded by^ Gener J Abercrombie, of 
about half that strength, in the presidency of Bombay. 
Tippoo, after having^^without effect attempted to avert 
*the storm by negociation, left Travancore, ani^returned 
to his c'apital, Seringapatam. The Carnatic army march- 
ing from Tritchinopoly in June 1790, advanced to- 
wards the enemy, redu<iing several fortresses in its 
progress. Tippoo, however, making an irruption into 
the Carnatic, rec^led General Meadows in pursuit of 
him ; and in the mean time General Abercrombie, hav- 
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ing landed at Tellicherry frorri Bombay, reduced se- 
veral places on that side, and re-established the Rajah 
of Travancore in his kingdom. The campaign, how- 
ever, though upon the whole successful, effected no- 
thing decisive against the powfei^of Tippoo j and Lord 
Cornwallis, who was now the Governor-general jn India, 
resolving to take the supreme command upon himself, 
arrived at Fort St. George in December. 

The new parliament asseihbled on November 2.5th, 
when Mr. Addington was unanimously re-chosen Speaker 
of the. House of Common^. The King’s speech, among 
other topics of foreign politics, took some notice of 
his endeavours to terminate the dissensions in the 
Netherlands, but made no allusion to the affairs in 
France. An address in favour of the Spanish conven- 
tion was carried in each House by a large majority. 
The expence incurred by the armament against Spain 
was defrayed by some temporary taxes, and a.loan of 
half a million without interest from the Bank. Before 
the recess, an important question was brought on in 
the House of Commons,* Whether an impeachment by 
the Commons did not refnain in statu quo, notwith- 
standing the intervention of a dissolution of parlia- 
ment ? and Mr. Burke moving, that the impeachment 
of Warren Hastings is now depending, it was carried 
in the affirmative without a division. He afterwailis 
made a motion for limiting the impeachment to Che 
articles on which the managers had already closed 
their evidence, with the exception of what .remaiijed 
relative to contracts, pensions, and allowances, which 
was also carried. 
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Year of Geocge III. SI & 32. 
Parliament 1 & *2. 


Debates respecting the War in India. — Bill for the Relief of Protesting 
Catholics. — Motion for the Repeal of the Test Act as relating to Scot* 
landy negatived. — BUI for the Government of Canada. * — BiU to pre- 
vent the Importation of Slaves into the Colonics. — Question respect- 
ing a War xcith Russia. — Colony established at Sierra Leone. — 
Conclusion of the Proceedings of the Commons against Mr. Hastings. 
— Party Contentions : Birmingham Riot. — Marriage of' the Duke of 
York. — French Affairs. — Emigrations. — Kings Attempt to escape 
to the « Borders. — Constitutional Act accepted^ and Constituent 
Assembly dissolved . — Conference at Pilnitz. — Legislative Assembly. 
— Rform in the Polish Constitution. — Peace beitoeen the Russians and 
Turks. — East Indies. — Lord Comtoallis^s Campaign against Tippoo. 

c 

Mu. Hippisley having, previously to the recess of 
parliament, made a motion for laying before the House 
the correspondence relative to the attack of Tippoo 
•OE' the lines of Travancore, which was carried, the 
subject was introduced on February @8th by the same 
gentleman, in a motion for reading the clause in the 
East Indi^ act of the 24th of the King, disavowing all 
schomes for the extension of the British territories in 
India, and also various resolution of the House of 
Commons. These being lead, he entered into an ar- 
gument to prove t^at we, were under no obligation to 
•take part with the Rajah of Travancore in ttite present 
contest', and that the Rsijah, and not Tippoo, was Rie 
aggressor. A debate followed, in which Mr. Francis 
made various motions to* censure the principles of the 
war into which we had entered with Tippoo, and pre- 
vent its farther prosecution', all of which were nega- 
tived 'y and Mr. Dundas moved opposite resolutions. 
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which were carried without a dit'ision. The same was 
the result of the attack and defence of the war in the 
House of Lords. 

The ■s'olicitor-general moved in February for a com- 
mittee of the whole House to Enable him to bring in 
a bill to relieve from the penalties to which they were 
legally liable, those English catholics who were termed 
pi'otesting catholic dissenters, on account of their pro- 
testation against certain dangtrous opinions attributed 
to the papists. The motion being agreed to, he brought 
in a bill to that efiect, which passed the House with- 
out opposition, the only oLjection made being, that it 
did not carry the principl& of toleration far enough. 
In its passage through the House of Lords, it was ob- 
served by Bishop Horsley that the terms of the oath of 
allegiance enjoined by the bill might ofiend the feel- 
ings of som(j of those whom the bill was intended to 
relieve ; and it was ' in consequence expunge^, and 
another substituted. The bill was cordially supported 
by the episcopal bcneh> and passed unanimously. 

Very difterent was tha fate of a petition from the 
general assembly of the Chflrch of Scotland for a repeal 
of the test acts as far as concerns Scotland, brought 
before tlie House of Commons by Sir Gilbert Elliot. 
It was supported by several members, particularly by 
Mr. Fox, who argued upon the disparity in which tl>e 
members of the established church of Scotland were 
placed by an obligation imposed upon them of comply, 
ing with a lite of the English church before tl^ey could 
be admitloJ to an office. Mr. Pitt represented this as 
an iniai’iuary hardship, as he understood that the meui- 
bers of the church of Scotland had no objection to 
give SI .,h a pledge of amity to the sister church. The 
motion for taking the petition into consideration was • 
negatived by 149 to 62. 

A message from his Majesty having been delivered 
to ]j-irliament recommending tO its attention some new 
regulations for Canada,* Mr. Pitt on March 4, brouglit 
before the House of Commons a bill for that purpose. 
By its tenor, Canada was divided into two distinct 
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governments, those of the Lower, and of tlie Upper 
Province, and for each of these a legislative council 
and assembly were established, after the model of tlic 
British constitution. Particularly, tlie comicil was 
formed on an imitation of the House of Lords, by 
lodging a power in the governor to summon members 
Vo it; and in his Majesty, that of annexing to here- 
ditary titles of honour a right to a seat in tlic council. 
In the ecclesiastical establishment, to the former 
provision for the Protestant clergy, was added an 
allotment for their support out of the ciown lands, and 
the appropriation of one-seventh' in all future grants 
of land to that ))urpose« Future grants of land in 
Upper Canada vveic to be held in common soccage as 
in Kngland, and also in L#)wer Canada, when desired. 
The discussions on this bill were rendered remarkable 
by the introduction of a warm debate between Mr. Fox 
and ]^r. Burke relative to the principles of the French 
revolution, which produced a renunciation by the latter 
of the private friendship which had so long subsisted 
between them ; a determination which moved Mr. Fox 
to tears, but in which the other persisted to his death, 
unshaken by all kind advances. The Canada bill, 
after a full discussion in both houses, passed into a 
law. 

«• The matter of the slave trade w’as again brought 
Rnder consideration by a motion from Mr. Wilberforce 
in a committee of the whole House, that the chairman 
be instructed to move for leave to bi'ing in a bill to 
prevent the farther importation of slaves into the 
British colonies in the West Im’ies. Being supporfctl 
chiefly by arguments df humanity, and opposed by 
those of interest^^ the motion was negatived by I 6 .I 
votes to 88. ' 

t On March 28th, jVii'. Pitt delivered to the House a 
message from the King, importing that his endeavours 
in conjunction with his allies to effect a pacification 
between Russia and the Porte’having been ineffectual, 
he had thought it refjuisitd, in order to add weight to 
his representations, to augment his naval forces. The 
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minister, in moving a correspondent address, argued 
that we had a direct interest in this war, both in sup- 
porting our ally, and in checking the progress of the 
llussiah arms, which was becoming dangerous to the 
])oIitical system of Europe. ‘Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke 
joined in opposition to the measure, contending that 
the sole question was whether Russia should retain, \>f 
her conquests, the town of Otchakof and an adjacent 
tract, an object by no meafts of consequence enough 
to justify our armed interference. The address was 
however carried by a majority of 93. Mr. Grey next 
moved a set of resolutions, concluding with one decla- 
I’ativc that the expence of an armament was, under 
the present circumstances, inexpedient and unneces- 
sary ; and these wore negatived by a majority only of 
80. Other motions to a similar elfect were made by 
different members ; and in the House of Lords an 
address in answer to the message was also gpposed, 
and motions were made by Earl Fitzwilliam against a 
war with Russia. In all these cases administration was 
supported by majorities,* but in the meantime the war 
was manifestly becoming 'unpopular in the nation, so 
that in the end it was thought advisable to give up the , 
point. 

A bill was brought into parliament in May for the 
establishment of a colony at Sierra Leone on the co«st 
of Africa, by way of experiment whether the culttire 
of sugar and other tropical products might not be car- 
ried on by free negroes ; and notwithstanding a strong 
opposition by the West India planters, it passed both 
House;; l)y a great majority. 

On May 8t)th, the managers of the impeachment 
of A'l. Hastings having closed their case, that gentle- 
man requested that a day might be allowed Jiim fo» 
stating what he thought of iitiportance respecting the 
farther j)rogress of his trial. I'his being granted him, 
on June J2d, the Lords beiifg seated in Westminster-^ 
hall, he rose, and delivered from writing a speech of 
considerable length, in which, after expressing a wil- 
lingness and desire to wave his formal defence to the 
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charges exhibited against him, and to refer himself to 
their lordships, immediate judgement, he went into a 
statement of the substance of these charges, to which 
he gave brief and clear answers. He concluded with 
re-tracing the principil 'events »f his public life, in 
, which, yitli the confidence of a man conscious at least 
of having well and faithfully served his employers, he 
pronounced an eulogy of his administration. The fol- 
lowing apostrophe in his* speech will serve to show 
what he himself regarded as the distinguishing points 
of his Indian government. . « To the Commons of 
England, in whose name 1 am arraigned, for desolating 
the provinces of their dominion in India, I dare to 
reply that they are, and their representatives annually 
persist in telling them so, the most flourishing of all 
the states of India — - It was I who made them so. The 
valour of others acquired, I enlarged, and gave sha^ic 
and consistency to the dominion which you hold 
there : I preserved it : 1 sent forth its armies with an 
efllectual but economical band through unknown and 
hostile regions, to the support of your other pos- 
sessions, to tlie retrieval of 6ne from degradation and 
dishonour, and of the other from utter loss and sub- 
jection. I maintained the wars which were of your 
formation, or that of others, not of mine : I won one 
mSmber of the great Indian confederacy from it by an 
act? of seasonable restitution : with another I maintained 
a secret intercourse, and converted him into a friend : 
a tjiird I, drew ofl’ by, diversion and negotiation, and 
employed him as the instrument of peace. When you 
cried out for peace, and^your c-ics were heard by 
those '^ho were the object of if, I resisted this and 
every other species 4 )f counteraction, by rising in my 
tlemanc^s ; and accomplished a peace, a lasting, and I 
hope am^ ngerlasting one* with one great state ; and I 
at lea®ffibrde<i the efficient means by which a peace, 
if notj® durable, more seasonable at least, was accom- 
plished with another. I gave you all j and you have 
rewarded me with confiscatioh, disgrace, and a life of 
impeachment.” 
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The Lords afterwards passed a resolution to proceed 
farther in the trial of Mr. Hastings on the first Tues- 
day in ^he next session of parliament. 

This session concluded on J^ne lOtht 
Party spirit in this year ragetl with redoubled vio- 
lence throughout the kingdom j food being ccsistantl^ 
administered to it by the events of the French revolution, 
which was continually more and more tending to those 
changes in government, which, one party detested* as 
subversive of all legitimate authority and wholesome 
subordination, and the other rejoiced in, as the demoli- 
tion of old prejudices and usurpations, and an assertion 
of the true principles of ci^il society. The anniversary 
of July 14th was by the latter celebrated in various 
places with no other coifsequences than the aggra- 
vation of ])olitical hatred ; but at Birmingham it was 
the cause of a dreadful riot. The populace of tliat 
town, collecting in a great mob, and uncontrouled by 
the magistrates, burned to the ground some meeting- 
houses, and the dwellings of several of the principal 
dissenters. In particul^,^ the house,, books, papers, 
and apparatus, of that eminent divine and philosopher, 
Dr. Priestley, were consumed, and himself compelled 
to become a fugitive in order to preserve his life. This 
tumult, after raging four days, and spreading over the 
adjacent populous district, was quelled by military fbrdfc. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of York was married 
in September to the Princess Frederica, daughter of 
the King of Prussia. • • • 

France continued to be the great object of interest 
and solicitude to all the courts in Europe, which could 
not bu'. be sensible how deeply they were concerned in 
the is-iiie of the political changes begun and still pro- 
ceeding in that country. Emiiyants of the royal family* 
and the first nobility were every where Mideavouring to' 
render theirs a common Jfause ^piong the superior orders, 
atid several sovereigns shewed themselves well disposed 
to become the champions of degraded royalty. 

The King of France, on January 22d, communicated 
to the National Assembly a letter from the Emperor of 
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Germany, in which, with strong protestations of his 
amicable intentions with respect to the French, he 
intimated the necessity of revoking the decree .for the 
suppression of feudal rjghts, as being injurious to seve- 
ral German princes possessing fiefs in Lorraine and 
Alsace. ' The Assembly, not confiding in the Empe- 
ror’s professions, and regarding his application as only 
a pretext for advancing troops to the frontier, voted a 
large augmentation of the army, and defensive pre- 
parations on the borders. At this time their appre- 
hensions were further excited by jnsurrections of the 
royal party in different parts of the kingdom j and also 
by the departure of the King’s aunts, daughters of 
Louis XV., for Italy. An emigrant army was likewise 
assembled on the German border, commanded by the 
Prince of Conde. Under these circumstances, it is no 
wonder that suspicion was easily roused ; and on April 
18th the King and his family preparing to set out for 
St. Cloud to pass the Easter holidays, his carriage was 
surrounded by the populace who imagined he was 
taking flight to commence a^cbunter revolution, and he 
was compelled to return. On the following day the 
King repaired to the assembly, and in a dignified man- 
ner complained of the insult offered him. The pre- 
s^ent answered him very respectfully, and he pro- 
ceeded on his journey. Further to allay suspicion, he 
sent at this time a circular dispatch to ail his ministers 
at foreign courts, notifying his full acceptance of the 
ne'w constitution ; and he dismissed from his person 
those courtiers who were the objects of jealousy. The 
King ^nd the National Assembly now seemed to be on 
terms of mutual confidence and good will. 

^ This, however, was a ‘fallacious appearance. The 
King, •Mi ^ bly persua(jed by the anti-revolutionists to 
co^ajj^^nimsclf as in a state of durance which ren- 
de^f^wm incapable of contracting obligations, con- 
sented to join in a plot for bis liberation, the chief 
agent in which was the Marquis de Bouille, now 
military governor of Metz. As a prelude which might 
justly renew fbrmqr suspicions, the emigrations had 
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jrreatly increased, the specie of the kingdom all disap- 
peared, and the royalists’ and nonjuring priests were 
unusually active in disseminating their principles. On 
the night of June 20th, the King, Queen, tiie King’s 
sister. Monsieur and his wife,* dscaped from the Tuil- 
leries through a subterraneous passage, and set q^’for the 
frontiers ; the King leaving behind him a paper in which 
he protested against all the decrees which he .had sanc- 
tioned while under a state of restraint, and recited all 
the deprivations and indignities he had undergone from 
the National Assembly. , That body displayed great 
firmness at the receipt of this alarming intelligence, and 
took every necessary meastire for securing the public 
tranquillity and intercepting the fugitives. The King 
and his party were stopped at Varennes, and brought 
back under escort of the national guard. Monsieur and 
Madame, taking a difierent route, readied Brussels in 
safety. The Marquis de Bouille fled to Germany. This 
event greatly strengthened the power of tlie National 
Assembly, which passed some strong decrees against 
emigrants, and for pre^fenting any attempts against 
their own authority. Thd majority still determined for 
tlie continuance of a monarchical form of government; , 
and the republican party having, on Jidy 17th, instigated 
a mob to assemble tumultuously in the Champ de Mars 
for the purpose of enforcing measures against the Kiag, 
they were dispersed, not without bloodshed, by the 
national guard. The National Assembly then, after 
much debate, decreed the inyiolability of, the ryyal 
person, and proceeded without interruption to the ter- 
mination of their labours on the constitution. Upon tlie 
3d of iepteinber the Conslitutioml Act was jnesented 
to th' King for his consideration, and on the 13th he 
signified his acceptance of it in writing. Appearing a* 
the Assembly on the following day, hq confirmed, this 
assent, and took an oath to be faithful to the law and 
the nation. The constituent National Assembly on Sept. 
30th dissolved itself after a session of two' years and 
four months, having, by a kind of self-denying ordi- 
nance, determined that none of its members should 
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be eligible to the next assembly. This dismission 
from authority of the men who by their talents and 
experience were best qualified to conduct public piffairs, 
was a national misfortune, especially at a time when 
the popular societies w*ere acquiring a dangerous in- 
fluence. . Of these the principal was the famous Jacobin 
club, which, originating in an association of about 40 
men of letters and free inquiry, became noted for the 
boldness of its political discussions, and increased in 
numbers and consequence so much as to become a kind 
of national assembly in miniutisrc, and an instrument of 
the most violeht faction. 

In the month of August'an interview took place at 
Pilnitz in Saxony between the Emperor of Germany, 
the King of Prussia, and thfe Elector of Saxony, and 
which was attended by the Count d* Artois, Calonne, 
and Bouille, in which an engagement was entered into- 
by the two first powers, in certain eventual cases, to- 
interfere for the support of the royal authority in 
France. • This circumstance becoming known to the 
French, suspicions of the cpilrt again pervaded the 
minds of the public, and the republican party acquii'ed 
additional influence. The new assembly termed the 
Legislative, met on October 1st, consisting chiefly of 
representatives from the provinces unacquainted with 
business, and of men of* letters, mostly of the inferior 
ordfer, generally republicans, and votaries of the new 
French philosophy. Their oath on admission bound 
them to the maintenance of the constitution, and to 
fidelity to the nation, the law, and the King. Louis 
appeared in the assembly, and made a patriotic speech 
which was much applauded ; assurances were given by 
the Emperor and the King of Prussia of their amicable 
drpositioni^il^id for a time aflairs proceeded in tran- 
q: xlKty. hostile appearance of the emigrants on the 
b^Mers-b^CFer occasioned alarm ; and on November 
tlth a decree was passed, declaring such emigrants con- 
spirators and liable to capital punishment if found in 
that situation after January 1st ; and the French princes 
and public functionaries who should not return before 
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that time, also obnoxious to the same punishment. In 
the same month some very severe decrees passed 
against such of the clergy as should still refuse the 
civic oath. Both^these and the former, the King, by 
virtue of the veto or negatitrd lodged in him by the 
constitution, refused to sanction ; which circumstance^ 
was employed by the violent party to augment the Sus-* 
picions prevailing against him. Towards the close of 
tlie year, the hostile intentions of the emigrants and 
German princes on the borders became still more mani> 
ffest; and on December. 21st the court of Vienna gave 
official notice to the French ambassador, that Marshal 
Bender had been ordered»to march to Treves with suc- 
cours to the elector of that place, in case of an attack 
upon him, which had btSen threatened on account of 
the encouragement he had given to the emigrants. 

Whatever difference of feeling there might be with 
respect to the French revolution, the fate jof an at- 
tempted reform in the constitution of Poland could 
not fail of exciting the regret, and rousing the indig- 
nation of every one interested in the improvement of 
human societies. That*unfbrtunate country, after its 
sufferings from the rapacity of its neighbours, and its 
own dissentions, was anxiously dpsirous of obtaining a 
compensation by a change in its disorderly government,, 
and the establishment of its independence ; and forthat 
purpose the army was augmented,' and an alliance was 
cultivated with Prussia, as the power best able to coun- 
terbalance the overbearing influence of Russia upgn the* 
Polish affairs. .At the same time it was endeavoured to 
animate and render general the patriotic spirit, by admit- 
ting <he inferior orders into a participation of the sove- 
reign power. The diet, which had opened in October 
lybS, resolved to continue its sittings till the plains for the 
public defence should be corSpletely organized; aniHa 
the mean time a system of government was framed upon 
the basis of general vghts, which was to abolish the for- 
mer aristocratic tyranny^and remedy the disorders which 
had so long been inseparable from the administration of 
the executive and legislative departments of the state- 
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Although the King of Prussia had signed, in March, 1790, 
a treaty of alliance and reciprocal defence with Poland, 
yet he soon displayed his selfish views ^ a demand for the 
cession of the towns of Dantzic and Thorn ; and when 
the farther proceedings of’tfie diet evidently pointed at a 
free constitution with an hereditary monarchy, he concur- 
red with the other two partitioning courts in resolving to 
oppose a plan calculated to render Poland really indepen- 
dent.*^ The new constitution was introduced to the diet 
on May 3d in this year by a speech from King Stanislaus, 
who represented it to be of his own framing ; and after 
a long debate, in which the article rendering the crown 
hereditary was the principal subject of opposition, the 
King was called upon by a great mjgority formally to 
accept and swear to it. He immediately complied, the 
majority joining with him by holding up their hands; and 
repairing to the cathedral, the oath was there solemnly 
renewed, and announced to the public. The essence 
of the constitution was an hereditary crown (the house 
of Saxony being nominated in the first succession), a 
legislative diet in two Houses,* one of senators, the 
other of deputies, equality of mvil rights, and a com- 
plete toleration of difierent religions. 

This revolution in government was too favourable to 
the principles of liberty, and too well calculated to raise 
Poland from her state of depression, to be acquiesced in 
by Her despotic and ambitious neighbours ; and al- 
, though the King of Prussia, when the event was com- 
municated to him in form, as it was to all the other 
European powers, expressed the most unqualified ap- 
probation of all that had been done, it was not doubted 
that he was at the same time concerting measures with 
the courts of Vienna and Fetersburgh for its defeat. 
Tho'Jattei^ regarding any political operations in Poland 
to*''''nich IfSiias net a party as a kind of rebellion, was 
fu^'y (IlGtemined, as soon, as the Turkish war was 
brought to a close, to interfere with open force ; but 
its purposes could not be carried into etfect during the 
present yeaiC In the meantime, the Poles sensible of 
the severe trial their ne.w constitution was to encounter. 
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were actively preparing for resistance to foreign arms. 
It was, however, unfortunate that a plan of defence 
fbrniqd by the King upon the principle of training the 
whole nation, was defeated by the pride and prejudices 
of tlie nobility. 

War between the Russians and Turks wag renewed, 
in the Spring, and the former frequently crossing *the 
Danube, kept the Turks in constant alarm, and defeated 
them whenever they came to action : they were4iow- 
ever repulsed with great loss in an attack of the strong 
fortress of Brahilow. Another Russian army invaded 
the province of Kuban, and took the town of Anapa 
with the camp of Turks hnd Circassians posted for its 
defence. Both parties being now wearied of the war, 
a peace was suddenly coitcluded in August at Galatz, 
by whmh Otchakof, and all the country between the Bog 
and tne Dnieper which had previously belonged to the 
Turks, was ceded to the Russians. In other* respects, 
affairs were left in the same state between the two em< 
pires as before. 

In the East Indies, 'Lord Cornwallis having formed 
the plan of penetrating directly from Madras to the 
heart of Tippoo’s dominions, whilst General Aber^* 
crombie should lead his army to Trincomalee, began his 
march at the end of January, and proceeding to Banga- 
lore, invested that place. The pettah or town K^ing 
carried by assault, batteries were raised against theTort, 
and on February 21st it was taken by storm. In the, 
beginning of May Lord Cornwallis set forward on his 
advance to Seringapatam, tlie capital of Mysore, where 
Tipooo had strongly posted himself. He arrived after a 
labi rious march, and on May 15th gained a viclory over 
Tippoo which laid the city| fully open to his view. Scar- 
city now began to prevail in |he British camp, the Mah- 
vattas, whose assistance had been relied on, not rtlakthg 
their appearance. General Abercrombie, however, had 
reached Periapatam.with a large store of provisions and 
battering cannon. As, he was not strong enough to 
make his way to Seringapatam, Lord Cornwallis march- 
ed up the Cavery with the intention of joining him. 
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This was rendered impracticable by a sudden swell of’ 
the river, and the army becoming greatly distressed by 
want and disease, it was necessary to give up the attempt 
against Seringapatam for that season. Directions- 
were sent to General Abercrombie to return to the" 
^alabar cpast> and Lord Cornwallis marched back to 
Baifgalore. 
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Year op Gkoroe III. Sti 8c 33. 

Parliament 2 & 3. 

Parliament. — King's Speech * — Prosperous State of the Finances. — 
Lottery opposed. — Motion on the Slave Trade Abolition. — Police 
of ike Metropolis. — Royal P/irghs of Scotland. — Friends of the 
People. — Proclamation against Seditious Meetings and Publica- 
tions. — Prosecutions. — Pesigns of Austria and Prussia against 
France. — Death the Empiror Leopold. — War declared against 
Austria by France. — First Attack on the Austrian Netherlands. — 
Tumults in France. — Louis raises to sanUion the Decrees of the 
Legislative Assembly. — The Nation declared in Danger. — Duke of 
Bruns’wick's Declarations. — Attack on the Tuilleries ancb Massacre of 
the Srnss Guards . — King and Qjiteen conjined in the Temple . — Fayette 
Jlies and is made Prisoner by the Austrians. — Advance of the Allied 
Armies. — Dreadful Massqpre at the Prisons. — Duke of Brunsvoick 
obliged to retreat. — National Convention assembles. — Republican- 
ism established. — Savoy reduced. — Cusline*s Success in Germany^ 
end Dumouriezs in the Loxo Countries. — Battle of Jemappe. — Fra% 
temity offered by the Convention. — T'rial of Louis. — Measures of 
the Empress of Russia and King ^ ^jiyedcn. — Assassination of 
the latter. — Affairs eff Poland. — Measures in England. — Associ- 
ation agamst Republicans and Levellers. — Royal Proclamation. — 
Militia called out, and anticipated assembling of Parliament . — 
King's Speech and Debates. — Alien Bill. — Conclusion rff the War 
tviih Tippoo. — Embassy to China. • 

• 

Par-uament opened on January 31st. The speech 
from the throne was cliiefly remarkable from *the pre- 
diction of a continuance «f the tranquillity at present 
enjoyed by this country, inferred from the friendly 
assurances received from fore1)s;n powers, and tfie genewl 
state of Europe. This prospect was said to justify some 
immediate reduction in the fiuval and military establish- 
ments, and to afford the hope of a gradual relief from a 
part of the existing taxes. The debates on the address, 
and several succeeding discussions in both Houses, 

7 • 
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principally turned upon the line of policy pursued by 
the ministry in their interference in the quarrel between 
Turkey and Russia, and in the hostility they.had dis- 
played towards the latter power. All interest on that 
subject being at an end,* it would be useless to recite 
the particulars of those debates ; one circumstance, 
"however, was so remarkable an exemplification of the 
political sentiments at that time entertained by the 
government, that it may deserve to be recorded. Mr. 
Jenkinson (now Earl of Liverpool) in a maiden speech 
much admired for its extensive views of the existing 
state of Europe as bearing upon ^his country, said, 
the strength and influence of France being at an end, 
we had no further danger to apprehend from that once 
formiflable rival ; but a powenhad succeeded to France, 
no less deserving of attention from its restless politics 
and ambitious views — this was Russia.” 

In a committee of the House of Commons to consider 
the state of the finances, Mr. Pitt gave a most encourag- 
ing statement of the national prosperity. The revenue 
of the last year had so much exceeded the average of the 
last four y'^ears, that the permanent income would suipass 
;the permanent expenditure, including the annual million 
for extinguishing thenational debt, by 400 , 000 /.; whence, 
he said, government Vould be enabled to take oiSF taxes 
which bore chiefly upon the poorer classes, to the amount 
of 300 , 000 /. and to apply the other 300 , 000 /. to the in- 
crease of the sinking fund. As future prosperity would 
greatly depend upon the continuance of peace, he did 
not h'esitate to confirm the language of the King’s speech 
by asserting that “ unquestionably there never was a 
time when a durable peacd might more reasonably be 
expected, than at the present moment.” 
i • When, in the committee of supply, the minister pro- 
jv?sed, the raising of mote than 800 , 000 /. by lottery, 
he was severely reflected on by Mr. M. A. Taylor for 
having recourse, at such a ‘time, to a method of levying 
money so extremely pernicious to the morals and happi- 
ness of the people. Several dther members Joined in 
the reprobation of lotteries, and a petition against them 



1792. ANNALS OF GEORGE HI. 447 

was presented from the grand jurjr of Middlesex. The 
impression made on the House from these represent- 
ations was such, that a committee was appointed for 
enquiring into the evils arising from tliis source. 

In this session the question of the abolition of the 
slave trade was again agitated in parliament, and all the 
force of argument was adiluccd on both ^des in thb 
different discussions which it underwent. The House 
of Commons having gone into a committee of examin- 
ation on the subject, Mr. Wilberforce, ever the most 
active and zealous friend of the oppressed Africans, 
after a minute dexpos’ure of the evils and cruelties 
attending the slave tradQ, moved for its immediate and 
total abolition. After a keen debate, in which some 
members, among whom ^ere Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, spoke 
in favoiir of the motion as it stood j others supported the 
trade througliout ; and others, among whom Mr. Dun- 
das was the leader, argued for a gradual abolition ; the 
latter measure was carried by a majority of*68. On a 
following day the subject of debate was the period at 
which its total cessation should take place. Much of 
the same ground was again gone over, and the friends 
of the trade endeavoured to defer the abolition as long 
as possible. At length, a compromise being agreed on, 
the term was fixed for .January l#t, 1796. 

The resolutions of the Commons being carried to the 
House of Lords, it appeared that there was mu<sh less 
zeal for the abolition in that assembly. After a debate, 
in which the ministerial lords iii general spoke against 
that measure, and a prince bf the blood, the I/uke of 
Clarence, openly avowed himself a friend to the slave 
trade, a motion was carried for the appointment of a 
cc i-miittee for the hearing of evidence on the subject at 
the bar of the House ; and thus the means w'ere gii^en 
of ail indefinite protraction «f a decision. * , 

T)ie police of the metropolis, especially of that largest 
portion of it which lies beyond the verge and jurisdiction 
of the city of Londbn, being notoriously insufficient fbi: 
preserving order among such a vast {lopulation, a bill 
was brought into the House of Commons for the estab- 
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lishing of five different offices in Westminster and the 
adjacent parts, at each of wiiich three justices, 'paid by 
an annual salary, were to sit ; and also for vesting a 
power in constables to apprehend such persons as did 
not give a satisfactory account of themselves. Although 
the necessity of some regulation of the police could 
liot he coiftroverted, yet objections were made to this 
bill as adding to the power of the croivn, and as author- 
ising a dangerous infringement of personal liberty. 
It wa*s however approved by the majority, especially 
as its proposed duration was only for a limited time ; 
and it passed into a law. ' * , 

An enquiry was moved by Mr. Sheridan, April 18th, 
into the grievances complained of in petitions from the 
Royal Burghs of Scotland. l]hese were, in substance, 
infringements of the rights and properties of the burghs, 
through the authority of self-elected magistrates, against 
whose usurpations the law had provided no remedy. 
The case Aras strongly made out, and the deficiency of 
a tribunal to judge of the proceedings of the magistrates 
was admitted by the Lord Advqcate of Scotland ; but 
a peculiar aversion to any reforming project of the 
popular kind subsisting at this period, the motion for 
referring the petitions to a committee was negatived. 
A similar fortune attended a motion from Mr. Fox for 
the r/*peal of certain penal statutes particularly levelled 
against persons of Unitarian principles. On the other 
hand, an extension of toleration to tlie Scotch episco- 
•palians was carried in both houses without opposition. 

A Bill declaratory of the rights of juries in matter of 
libel, najuely, that they are empowered to give a general 
verdict of or not guilty upon the whole matter 

put to issue, which had been introduced by Mr. Fox in 
th'0 last session, but postponed, w'as again brought in 
bjJ: jin ; afid notwithstanding the opposition of the law- 
lord i it passed into a law. 

Whilst the dread of that innovating spirit w'hich the 
i'rench revolution had fostered, operated as a motive 
with many to oppose every thing that bore the name 
lof reform, there were others who thought that the safest 
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and most rational method would be to conciliate the 
nation by concession in that object which seemed to 
have t^ken the firmest hold on the public mind — the 
reform of the parliamentaiy representation. A society 
was accordingly formed for otj|fmning this end, which, 
under the oai^ of' Fi'knds of the People^ comprehended 
a number of persons of character and consequence, 
among whom were about thirty members of parliament. 
They published their resolutions on this topic (tith 
great freedom ; and Mr. Grey, on April SOtli, gave 
notice in the House of Commons of his intention to 
bring forward the design of the society in the ensuing 
session. This declaration *was inveighed against with 
great warmth by Hr. Pitt, who took occasion to aO' 
nounce the change of his 'opinions on this topic, since 
experience had taught him j;he danger of altering the 
established forms of government. In order still more 
effectually to discountenance every attempt by writing 
or association to excite discontent with any thing sanc- 
tioned by the forms of the constitution, a royal procla- 
mation was issued on Mtty 2ist for preventing seditious 
meetings and publications, in which magistrates were 
enjoined to oppose them by all legal means, and tlie 
people were strongly exhorted to* submission. This 
proclamation was supposed particularly to have had in 
view Paine’s celebrated ** Rights of Man,” which ifad 
been printed in the cheapest forms, so as to give it {lie 
most extensive circulation, and its success in making 
proselytes would have been a truly formidable circam- 
stance, had their rank in society borne a proportion to 
their numbers. When an address was moved ^in the 
House -f Commons in consequence of the proclamation, 
sevemi extracts were read from this work to show its 
dangerous tendency ; but on tj^e otiier band it»was re- 
marked, that twelve months had elap&ed since its ptiblH' 
cation, and that if it were really of so noxious a quality, 
ministers had been hjghly culpable in ndt taking uotice 
of it before. This adores:^ which passed, and the tenor 
, of which was highly loyal, was the model of a great 
number of others sent up from every part of the king- 
VOL. I. o o * 
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dotn. Prosecutions were now commenced against many 
persons on account of their share in circulating ob* 
noxious publications ; among the rest of Paine bimseltj 
who avoided the effect^ of his convictio!|i by taking 
refuge in France. 

^ The session of parliament concluded on June 15th. 

At the commencement of thiayear, the designs of 
the courts of Vienna and, Berlin against France were 
becoming continually more apparent, although the 
Emperor Leopold employed every art, with that du- 
plicity which belonged to bis character, to lull suspicion. 
In the meantime, jealousies of the court were indus- 
triously propagated by the* republican party at Paris ; 
to which, the frequent departure of the nobles to join 
the emigrant army at Coblehtz, and the language held 
by persons about the King and Queen, gave too much 
occasion. The King, reduced to perpetual difficulties, 
wavered in his conduct, and frequently changed his 
ministers as they fell under the displeasure of the pre- 
vailing parties. The sudden death of Leopold on 
March 1st, which was strongfy suspected to have been 
occasioned by poison, appeared likely to have effected 
some change in the state of affairs. His son and suc- 
cessor, Francis 11.^ however, immediately holding a 
conference with the Prussian minister, desired him to 
injform his master that he was determined to adhere 
to the rcsolutiofis entered into at the convention of 
Pilnitz. 

A correspondence now went on for some time between 
the French and Austrian courts relative to the hostile 
prepai^tions on both sidesaipon the borders; and Louis, 
having categorically required from Francis a renun- 
^ciation of any armed coalition ^inst France, which 
jwas refused on his paij^ on Apm SOth came to the 
ii dklative assembly, and proposed formally to declare 
w against the King of Bohemia and Hungary, which 
was accordingly done. Louis, r however, In order to 
threw from himself the responsibility of a measure 
which he did not approve but probably could not have ^ 
avoided, tod(^ to make ea’ch of his ministers sign his 
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opinions and reasons for going to war» which he trans- 
mitted- to Francis for his own justification. 

An, attack on the Austrian Netherlands was the 
measure which the war ^egan, and which was 
undertaken with three divis^ns of troops, under the 
chief command of General Rochambe&u. Tire French 
w^e at this time t^r the most part raw and undisci- 
plined levies, ill fitted for siich an enterprize, and more 
formidable to their officers than to the enemy.* A 
division commanded by M. Dillon,, advancing from 
Lisle against Tournay,* being seized with a sudden 
panic, took to flight, and revenged themselves by 
murdering their general oft pretence of treason. This 
plan having failed, the command in that quarter was 
conferred otf marshal Luckner, whilst a separate force 
acted under the orders of La Fayette. The subsequent 
events varied in their fortune, but in the end Luckner 
found it necessary entirely to evacuate Flanders. 

In the meantime the assembly was a scene of 
much tumult and faction. The republican party hav- 
ing conceived a suspidion of the national guard of 
Paris, were desirous of possessing an army under their 
own influence, and for that purpose proposed the form- 
ation of a camp of ^,000 men, consisting of volunteers 
from every part of France, under the walls of the 
capital. A decree to this e^ct passed the assemlAy ; 
and also another, authorizing the banishment of any 
non-juring priest on a petition presented to the direc- 
tory of the district by twenty citizens. The King 
firmly refused to give his sanction to these decrees; 
and as-suming a resolution to maintain the authority 
confei ' cd upon him by the constitution, he dismissed 
his ministers, Roland^ Clavlere, and Servan, and noini- 
nateil Dumouriez, and some others, tu their posts. The^ 
public discontents on these accounts, «in&imed by tne* 
Jacobin elub, broke out into a vitdent tomult on June 
20th,, wlien a vast csowd of the lowest class, armed 
with pikes, broke into the Tuilleries, and o&red in- 
sults to the King, who acted with great cookress amd 
intrepidity on ihe- occasion, and^penisfeed in hia reso^ 

0 o 2 
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lution respecting the decrees. La Fayette, f6r the 
purpose of preventing a repetition of these shameful 
and dangerous outrages, unadvisedly quitted his^army, 
and presented himself' before the assembly,, demanding 
the dissolution of the factious clubs, but was sent back 
with a reprimand. 

X)n July 1st, the assembly declared that the country 
was in danger, and on the ,()th, the King announced to 
it that the King of Prussia had marched 52,000 men 
to co-operate with the Austrians. Marshal Luckner, 
who had obtained some success in the Netherlands, 
sent dispatches abqut this time signifying that the com- 
bined forces were bearing ddwn upon him, and that it 
was necessary for him to retreat, to avoid being cut 
off from La Fayette’s array.' As danger ‘approached, 
the first movement was an union of all parties for the 
defence of their country, and the anniversary of the 
confedeiation was celebrated in Paris with great una- 
nimity. But this calm did not long continue, and the 
arrival of the federates, or vcdunteers, from difierent 
parts of the kingdom, filled the capital with ferocious 
and turbulent spirits, amodg whom the Marseillois 
were particularly conspicuous. In this inflammable 
state of the public mind appeared the two declarations 
of the Duke of Brunswick, commander' in chief of the 
cofhbined Prussian and Austrian armies, dated at Cob- 
lerftz on July 25th and 27 th, as he was about to com- 
mence his march towards Paris. They were drawn up 
in a style of haughty and sanguinary menace, of which 
another example is scarcely to be found in the case of 
a general entering a foreigp countiy at the head of an 
army;' and they espoused the cause of Louis and the 
royal authority in a^anner fnat could not fail of con- 
*firming .everw suspicion of his participating in the 
"Councils of tnetailied powers. It was in vain that the 
King, in communicating^ these documents to tlie legis- 
lative ^assembly, implied a doub^of thdr authentihity, 
and in his message expressed, the most faithful attach- 
ment to the constitution. A member audaciously., 
affirmed, **4bat^ the King had asserted what was not 
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true ;** and on August 3d, Petion, the late mayor of 
Paris, at the head of the sections of the city, appeared 
at the, bar of the assembly and demanded the deposition 
of Louis, t The members in general seeming to revolt 
from such a proposition, meins were employed by the 
Jacobin party to augment the fiiry of the populace, 
already raised to a |iigh pitch by the fatal declarations, 
and the desperate measure, was planned of an attack 
ufwn the Tuilleries. That palace, the residence of the 
King and Royal Family, was defended by the Swiss 
guards, a party of the national guard, and a number 
of gentlemen attached to royalty. On the 10th, numc* 
rous bands of men, armed with all the weapons they 
could procure, and provided with artillery, marched 
to the palace, and having forced open the gates, 
rushed in. The King, at the beginning of the alarm, 
hud been induced to take shelter with his family 
in the hall of the legislative assembly, which was 
sitting. A bloody action ensued in the court of the 
palace, and the national guards having joined the 
assailants, the Swiss w%re overpowered, and most of 
those who did not fall ih the fight were massacred in 
cold blood. The slaughter extended to the gentlemen* 
ushers, pages, and all of the royaj suite who came in 
the way of the insurgents $ while the mob without 
vied with them in ferocity by assassinating the objects 
of tlieir suspicion or hatred : it was a day of terror %nd 
savage frenzy. A calm being in some measure re- 
stored, the assembly issued decrees declaring the<exe- 
cutive power suspended, and the authority given to 
Louis XVI. by the constitution revoked, and inviting 
the people to form a national convention, the meeting 
of which was fixed for^he ensuing September 20th. 
The ministers were discharged from their functions, 
and a new executive council was ncanifitated, consisting 
of Roland, Servan, and Claviere. Th^ King and 
Queen were placed ipider confinement in the Temple. 
The rassembly, apprehensive of the resistance of JLa 
Fayette and his troops, sent three oonmuwonem to 
the army in t»^er to coui|tei9ct 'hiSr m^oha. His 
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influence caused them at ‘first to be imprisoned j but 
finding that he could not rely on the fidelity of the 
soldiers, he quitted the camp, and on his way fell in 
with an Austrian party, by whom he was acrested, and 
sent prisoner to Namnr.r Dumouriez was appointed 
his successor in command, and be and all the other 
geflerals submitted to the assembly and proidsional 
government. 

The allied army in the meantime was slowly ad- 
vancing in the French territory. On August 21st 
Clairfait appeared before Longwy, which surrendered 
within a few hours; and on the '31 st the Duke of 
Brunswick summoned Verdun, which was delivered 
to the Prussians by capitulation without resistance. 
This approach of an enemy whose declarations had 
taken away all hope of mercy flrom a great part of the 
public, and devoted the capital to destruction, hard- 
ened men’s hearts to all the cruelty of despair. Danton, 
whose boldness had raised him from a low origin to 
the ofiice of minister of justice, made a proposal in the 
assembly, of taking all the afras in the possession of 
private persons at Paris, anfl equipping with them a 
• volunteer army, which should march out to meet the 
danger. ^This was , immediately adopted, and decrees 
passed ordering all citizens capable of bearing arms to 
hoKl tliemselves in readiness at a moment’s warning, 
and for disarming all suspected persons. On Sep- 
tember 2d, the tocsin was sounded, the country de- 
clar/>d in danger, and the populace was summoned to 
meet in the Champ de Mars. A multitude obeyed the 
call, among whom a nutpber ot' vpices was heard, 
exclaindng that they were ready to march against the 
foreign enemies, lM|t that^thi^ must first puige the 
nation of its domestic foes. This cry was the signal 
•of one Qyj|e taQ$t horrid massaCem recorded in modern 
victims wesre some non-juring priests 
unde|fl^entit>n till an bpportu^ii^ should occur of 
into baOisfamc^ 'The assassins then 
-ether prisons ; and with the form of .a pre- 
proinmnoe^ aadiaime^tely 
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executed, uptm that and the following day, prisouei's 
to the shocking number of 1083. Among these, sym- 
pathy^ was particularly excited for the beautiful Princess 
de Lambalk^ the confidante of the Queen, whose head 
was stuck upon a pole and ipifrried about the streets. 
Hiis detestable massacre was 'imitated in othpr places, 
and several private assassinations were perpetrated 
during the general confusion. 

With the lerocity, the edergies of the French ijption 
were also increased. Dumouriez, though much inferior 
in force, kept the allied troops in check, so that the 
faithest of ttieir advance was the extremity of Cham- 
pagne. He received reinforcements whicn at length 
enabled bim fairly to meet the foe ; and on September 
SUth, his advanced guard under Kellerman completely 
repulsed an attack of the Duke of Brunswick. ,The 
allied armies were now in want of provision ; and dis- 
ease spread among them. On the ^4th their commander 
desire a conference with the French general, and pro- 
posed an armistice. His tone was now so much lowered, 
that he acknowledged<the full authority of the French 
nation to make laws fot* itself^ and only desired the 
admission of the King into their government, howevei; 
limited in power. On the last day of that month he 
began bis retreat, and the French recovering Verdun 
and Longwy, the territories of France were entirely«eva- 
cuated'by the Prussians before the close of Octobe*. 

The National Convention met on September !^th,-— 
a body for the most part composed of the qaost valent* 
and least respectable of the two last assemblies, but 
with a mixture of some men of talents and character. 
The first president was Petion. They immediately voted 
by at'clamation the eterdhl abortion of royal^ in France. 
Vanous decrees passed for the establishinenl; of republio 
anism and the use of its fosAs and teuage ; apd4be 
equaliaiag principle wm carried to. a 'degree of pueri- 
litysa# The common, titles *of respeqt, Monsieur and 
Jdadaase, were laid aside, wd th^e of dtiaeh, mt^ and 
famde, were substitute m' their tplace> AU'dijstinc. 
tiom SB soeiefy were dxduhiNl t iWWP wae^guMln plo* 
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venly, and every thing that had graced and decorated 
polislied life was abandoned with contempt. Decrees 
of the greatest severity were' passed gainst emigrants; 
and several generals were denounced and deprived of 
their commands upon vadue charges. In the midst of 
, all this folly and misgovernment, there existed a kind 
of hivic spirit that preserved order, in the communitjc 
beyond what might have been expected ; and the con* 
diet ef factions and changes of administration did not 
prevent the nation from being triumphant abroad. 

The King of Sardinia had been one of the powers 
confederated for the overthrow of thb new French eon- 
stitution, on which account* war was declared against 
him on September I6tb. General Montesquiou soon 
after entered Savoy, and in* a short time the whole 
country submitted to him without resistance. It was 
afterwards, in contradiction to the resolution against 
making conquest, annexed to France as an additional 
department. Cus^ine, collecting his army at Landau, 
September 29th, marched into the dircle of the Upper 
Rhine, where he took Spire, Wdrms, and Meta. Frank- 
fort submitted to him on Odlober 2dd, but was after* 
•waids recovered by the Prussians. 

The successes of Dumouriez were still more brilliant. 
The Austrians, who had laid siege to Lisle in Septem- 
ber,* and almost ruined the city by a bombardment, were 
foiled in their attempt by the courage of the garrison 
and inhabitants, and broke up their camp before it in 
the ^rst week of October. The attack was retaliated 
by a renewed invasion of the Austrian Netherlands 
under the command of Duyiouriez, who, on November 
6th, gained the bloody battle of Jemappe, the first of 
the great victories which ha^ signalised the French 
arms. Tl^isiengagement decided thi^ fate of the Nether- 
fcinds* ;iivas entered by the victors on the 14tb, 

and before the year closed, eveiy^ place fell into die|>os* 
session of the ItVeacb, Luxembuig; excited. 

The party then in power wfts not of a complexion 
to bear so^muqh good fbrtune without running into 
excesseit Pn iblmrember I9th4he Njctkmal Conveaition 
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passed a decree calculated to involve them with every 
regular government in Europe : they declared, in the 
name, of the French nation, that they would grant 
jrakndty and assistance to all people wishing. j,o ob- 
tain liberty : and they chargkd the executive power to 
Order the generals to give aid to such people as had 
suff»*ed or were th|^n sudering in the cause of freedl^m. 
A measure by which they were certain to incur still 
deeper odium was that of the trial of the King, whose 
person had beenT declared inviolable by the constitution. 
The violent or mountain party, of whom the leaders 
were such men as Robespierre, Marat, and Danton, 
nev«r ceased to urge on tiie fate of the unhappy mon- 
arch ; and an extraordinary commission of 24 members 
was appointed to examine* and draw tip evidence against 
him. On December 11th he was ordered to the bar of 
the convention^ where the act of accusation was read, 
and the King was summoned by the president Barrere 
to answer to each article. Counsel was afterwards allow- 
ed to him, and the year closed whilst this great cause 
was still pending. * 

Among the sovereigns'whom conformity of interests 
engaged in the support of the ancient monarchy of* 
France, the earliest in their declasa^ns were the Em- 
press of Russia and the King of Sweden. The former, 
however, contented herself with supplying the Fr^ch 
Princes at Coblentz widi money, and urging the Em- 
peror of (xermany to active measures ; but Gustavus ^ 
undertook the cause with all the ardour of his character, 
and appeared ambitious to stand forth as its ju'incipal 
oliamjuon. In the summer of 1791 the two northern 
powers, in conjunction with Spain, concerted a plan, 
by which Gustavus, at^e head of a combined army 
of Swedes and Russians, was^to be landed as near lb 
Faria as. possible, and Bpatn wsei to cirntrihute money 
and troops in aid of the- design. Full of his prqjeci^ 
the King of Sweden went in July to %)a, where he 
j^ld) a 'OGnference with, the Marquis of Bonill6 } ‘apd 
at the subsequent meeting at Filniiti^ his plan wns', laid 
before the assembled sovere^Sp.butWftlJ^ approved. 
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^ain afterwards receded from her engagements ; but 
Grustavus persevered regardless of obstacles. On Ja- 
nuary 33d he assembled a national diet at G^e fpr the 
purpose of raising supplies for the intended expedition; 
nut though he met with'ip) direct opposition) the place 
of assembly being a small solitary town, surrounded 
wifti soldiers, yet the Swedes in, general were little 
disposed to plunge into a new war, the object of wbidi 
was exclusively royal. The nobles, in particular, irri- 
tated by the loss of their privileges, and disi^ected to 
a change of government which*had rendered tlie crown 
nearly arbitrary, avowed their disa*pprobation of the 
King’s design, and held sedret councils for its defeat. 
In one of these a resolution was taken to put an end to 
his life and projecU together by assassination ; and one 
Ankerstroem, a disbanded officer, who had been con- 
demned under a charge of high treason, but pardoned, 
agreed te be the perpetrator. At a masked ball in the 
opera house, to which Gustavus went in spite of warnings 
given him of a conspiracy, he received a shot in the 
side from a pistol, on March 16tb, of which he died 
some days after, having nolminated to the regency 
• during the minority of his son, the Duke of Sudermania, 
his brother. The Eegent immediately declared for a 

S ystem neutrality with respect to France, which was 

sd the poli^'Of ^nmark, and of the Italian and Swiss 
rejftiblics. '^ne court of Spain wavered. 

The Empress of Russia, now freed from the Turkish 
Warr had leisure to turn her attention to Poland ; and 
in M&y, her ambassador delivered to the diet at Warsaw 
n decimation, warmly coaiplaining of the late change 
in the constitution of thaif countiy, and announcing hkr 
iititOntim||g|f taking. aiStive ’ifllasuces for restoring the 
Ibimer of thmgs. <,T1te King thereupon made en 

'%fhoit8tk>n to the diet to resil|,’iM^ aggression by torce ; 
and a resolutkm wds nnaqhnmbsly adopted for exerting 
every in thd pniffic deftoiee. An army was levied, 
of whfidi Prince JOMmh Ponfatowidti, nephetr to the 
King, was ^ipdii^ea gmteriil, but it Was mttremely ■ 
dcfidl«nlf in polne of- ndhtoiy requMtes. A Roieton 
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army of 60,000 men enters Poland, and some actiona 
ensued, at drst favourable to the Poles* Their situation, 
howeyer, becoming; more and more difficult, application 
was made the iUng to the court of Berlin to |i}rnisb 
those succmus which he waa by treaty bound to con* 
tribute in defence of the Polish independence^ but the 
answer retunied w^ that the change in the govdhi* 
ment made without* lus concurrence had cancelled this 
obligation. The court of Vienna returned a similara'eply 
to an application of the like kind ; and after some more 
actions in the field, it was found absolutely necessary to 
submit to superior Torce. The Polish army was required 
to sftrlender to the Russians, Russian garrrisons were 
placed in every considerable town, and the constitution 
and independence of Folafnd sunk together. 

The later transactions in France excited strong 
emotions in England. On the deposition of the King, 
the British ambassador. Lord Gower, was recalled, and 
M. Cfaauvelin, the French ambassador, who remained in 
London, was not acknowledged in a public character. 
The successes of the French in Flanders, and their 
declaration of the free nAvigation of the S^eldt, gave 
occasion to an oiler from the English ministry of assist*, 
ance to the Dutch, should it become necessa^ ; and an 
exclusive embargo was laid upon the exportation of corn 
to France, which was in want of that article. Frmsh 
principles were now particularly obnoxious, and those 
societies which held oorresponaence with the conven* 
tion in France, and propagated their doctrines in, this 
Country, were looked upon with increased, suqumon. 
jSy way of counteracting their e^ts, im^d affixing a 
stigma upon such societies, an p^ciat^<n),was 
formed in London undefsthe iiffiueace of govacnmrat, 
professedly <* For preserviw . liberty , 1 ^ ^props^ 
agampt ifepublicans ai|4' IqFellw^’' whidl^ at q meeting 
on ]^>^iimer 90tb, at the A>ow&..PQa Anchor tavern, 
agreed jmon a set^ rewfiptions fbrni^Qting„that^r,> 
pose.' T^se were eignqd by ajrmEober of die princiw 
inhabitants pf the metropolis, pnd W 4 ip> 6 ^edby sirquar 
assqciatioos in di%e!pt pairta of< thifi^^pngt^piij 'Qp 
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December 1st a royal proclamation was issued, an> 
nouncing danger to the constitution from evil-disposed 
persons within the kingdom, acting in concert with 
persoi}g.in foreign parts, whereby a spirit of tumu^t and 
disorder had been excitbd, which had shewn itself in 
, acts of riot and insurrection; and declaring his Mi^esly’s 
intention to embody such part of the militia as might 
enable him more immediately to provide for the public 
safety. In consequence of calling out the militia, a 
proclamation, according to statute, was also issued for 
assembling the parliament on .December ISth, which 
had been prorogued to January. The public alarm oc- 
casioned by these measures was augmented by drawing 
troops round the metropolis, doubling the guard of the 
bank, and repairing the fortifications of the tower. 

Parliament was opened by a speech from the throne, 
in which the internal disposition to riot and insurrection, 
was adveQted to in terms similar to those of the procla- 
mation relative to the militia. With respect to conti- 
nental affiiirs, it was said, that his Majesty had carefully 
observed a strict neutrality in the present war, and had 
uniformly abstained fiom interlering in the internal con- 
cerns of France ; but that it was impossible for him to 
see without serious .uneasiness the indications which 
had appeared there of an intention to excited dis- 
turbances in other countries, to disregard the rights of 
neutral nations, and to pursue views of aggrandisement. 
Under these circumstances, he had thought it his duty 
^ to h^ve recourse to the means of prevention and defence 
with which he was entrusted by the law, and also to 
take measures for the augmentation of his naval and 
military force. * 

The address was mpved by^e Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, Sir^^ames Sanderson, who spoke of the numerous 
societies establis|;[ed in the eapita^) and corresponding 
with others in difierent parts of the kingdom, the aim 
of which was to subvert tbi Constitution. On the pther 
hand, Mr. Fox declared it to be his beliei^ that alt the 
insinuations in the speech were unfounded, that no in- 
surrection existed* nnd that the alanu was occasioned 

•2 
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only by the artful designs and practices of ministers. 
After dwelling with much animation upon this topic, 
and deprecating the idea of a war, to which the speech 
seemed to point, he moved an amendment to the i^dress, 
proposing that the House ^duld enter into ^ im- 
mediate examination of the f^ts stated in his^ajesty’s 
speech as the causes for assembling the parliament, fie 
was answered by Mr. Windham, who asserted facts to 
prove the real existence of those dangerous ntachi- 
nations which had occasioned the alarm. Several other 
speakers on each side entered into the debate, which 
was concluded by R division. For the address, ^90 ; for 
the amendment 50. In the House of Lords the motion 
for the address produced a debate of a similar tenor, in 
which au amendment mored by the Marquis of Lands- 
downe was negatived without a division. When the 
report of the address was brought up in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Fox moved an amendment, beseeching 
his Majesty to employ every species of honourable 
negociation to prevent a war with France. This having 
been negatived, he rose on the following day to introduce 
a motion in these terras That an humble address be 
presented to his Majesty that he will graciously be. 
pleased to give directions, that a piinister may be sent 
to Paris, to treat with tliose persons who exercise pro- 
visionally the functions of executive government in 
France, touching such points as may be in discussion 
between his Majesty’s allies and the French nation.” 
The motion being seconded by Mr. Grey, a warip de- * 
bate ensued, in which a negoeiktion with France in its 
present state was rrarobated by the majority in the 
severes* language. The motion was negatived without 
Of div>:.ion. It was ntfta-eWdent .that the opposition 
parly had been much weakened by the defection of 
many of the old whigs, wh<f were styongly impressed 
with the idea of dangers threatening the constitution 
from French principles and designs. 

On Becember 9th Lord Grenville brought in a bill 
respecting the aliens, of whom there were a great anm- 
beitnow in the kingdom ; and though, the part 
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were Frendi loyal emigrants, yet some of these had 
conducted themselves in such a manner as to excite 
the suspicions of government. The object of the bill 
was to place all aliens under strict supervision, t!b dis- 
tribu£e those who receiV^ eleemosynary support into 
certain districts, and to r^uire passports from them on 
removal ; the prerogative asserted to be vested in the 
crown, of sending them out of the l^ingdom, a as left as 
hefoji^. The bill occasioned a good deal of discussion 
in both Houses, and was chiefly remarkable for the 
reasons given by some of the members who had deserted 
their former party, for their change of opinion. It was 
also in this debate that Mr. Surke exhibited the noted 
stroke of oratorical acting, that of throwing down on 
the floor of the House one of the daggers of Sheflield 
manufacture. The bill passed both Houses ; and during 
its progress another bill connected with French affairs 
was movgd and carried, the purpose of which was to 
prevent the circulation of assignats and other paper 
issued under the authority of France. 

The war with Tippoo Sultan was in this year brought 
to a close. Lord Cornwallis, ‘on February 5th, arrived 
,with his allies a second time before Seringapatam, at 
which time Tippoo occupied a fortified camp opposite 
the city, on the north bank of the Cavery. An attack 
waa'made by the British on the night of the 6th upon 
thi» post, which succeeded ; and all the attempts of 
Tippoo to recover it being frustrated, the capital was 
completely, invested. The siege was pushed with great 
vigour till the 24th, when the sultan, finding his affairs 
in a desperate situation, signed the ; reliminary articles 
of the peace imposed on hiA. The conditions of this 
treaty that he |hould.(Klle half hia dominions to 
the allira^ powers, should pay a vast sum by way of in- 
demnities, should release all the prisoners taken by the 
Mysoreans from the time of Hyder Ally, and should 
deliver two of his elder tons as hostages for the due 
performance of these articles. The young princes 
were delivered up on the 26£h at a grand and inter- 
esting ceremonial ; and a definitive treaty being signed 
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on March 19th, this dangerous war was terminated 
to the great gloiy of the British arms and the distin- 
guished commander. The ceded territories were di- 
vided into three equal portions, and shared ^tween 
the Company, the Nizam, ai^'the Mahrattas. 

In the autumn of this year a splendid embas^, of 
which Lord Macartney was the head, for the purpoSh of 
establishing an amicable intercourse with the empire of 
China, sailed from England. • 
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Year of George III. 33 & 34. 

Parliament 3 & 4. 

Progress ttrwards Hostilities heixkcen ll^igland and liuice, — Conse- 
quences of the Kxeuiiion of I.ohis. — DepaHkte of M. Chamelin,— 
Lord Loughborough made Chajictllor , — War declared against Eng- 
land by the National Convent i tr, — Royal Message^ and Debates. — . 
Slave Trade. — Mr. Sheridans Motion for Enquiry respecting 
Sedition. — Message on German Atu^iharies. — Ways and Means. — 
Traitorous Correspondence Bill. - Mr. Dimdas's East India Re- 
solutions. — Aid given for Relief of Commerce. — Bill to relievlr 
Roman Catholics in Scotland. — Mr. Grey*s Motion on Parliament- 
ary Rforpi. — Board of Agriculture instituted. — Parliament pro- 
rogued. — Particulars 'if the Condemnation and Deu*h of Louis. 

— Military Transaction in the Loxo Countries. — Austrian Ne- 
therlands recovered. — Defection of Dumouriez. — Dampierre^ hrs 
Successor j defeated and killed at FamarS . — Valenciennes taken by the 
Duke of York.-^ Meniz taken bf*the King of Prussia . — War 
declared by the French against Spain. — Rigorous Decrees of the 
Convention. — Revolutionary Tribunal. — Insurr ection in la Vendee. 

— Payment in Assignats. — Influence ef the Jacobin Club. — Marat. 

— Nevo Constitution. — Lev^e en Masse. — Duke of York besieges 
D^.rddrk : his Retreat. — Corfederacy of Marseilles^ Toulon^ and 
Lyons. Touion delivered to Admiral Hood. Cruel Punishment 
of Lyons. — Recovery of Toulon^ and Corflagration of its Shipping. 

— ^een of France condemned and executed. — Brissotine Deputies 
putjo Death. — New French Calendar. — Campaign of the Rhine : 
Lines of Haguenau forced . — Spain and Italy. — Duke of Tuscany 
joins the Allies, — Affairs in the West Indies : Tobago^ Martinico^ 
and St. Domingo. — East Indies^ all the i^rench Settlements taken. 

— Washington re-elected President of the United States. — Scotch 
National Conveniionf anfl Banishi^nt of Muir and Palmer. — A 

farther Partition of Poland. 

*Tiie progress towards open, hostilities between Great 
firitiuti and France was tod apparent at the close of the 
precediing yt.ir to admit any doubt of the result ; and 
it is not easy to say which nation advanced with more 
eafiCrness towards such a conclusion. In England, the 
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fhajority of the people, including almost all who were 
connected with public establishments, and a great pro- 
portion of the possessors of rani? and opulence, had 
imbibed such a detestation of the principles and prac- 
tices of the French revolutiorfists, and such a dread of 
their adoption in this country, that they wer® impatient 
to break off all intercourse between the two nalfons, 
and thought the Svils of direct wai much less to be 
feared than the machinations of insidious policy. •They 
also doubtless expected that a general confederacy of 
the principal powers of, Europe must in the end prove 
successfid against *.1 new government full of frenzy and 
faction. In France, bcskles the presumptuous confi- 
dence inspired by the late victories, an opinion pre- 
vailed, that a mass of ilisaflection existed in Great 
Britain which could not fail to overturn the established 
government in case of a rupture, with such aid as they 
might be able to afford it. A letter from tluj minister 
of the marine, addressed to all friends of liberty in the 
seaports, contained the following passage quoted, among 
others, by Mr. Pitt in riie House of Commons. “ The 
King and his parliament mean to make war against us. 
Will the English republicans suffer it? Already thesu 
freemen shew their discontent, and the repugnance 
which they have to bear arms against their brotliens the 
French. Well! we will fly to their succour — we ’will 
make a descent in the island — we will lodge there 
fifty thousand caps of liberty — we Will plant thqre the^ 
sacred tree, and will stretch out our arms, to our re- 
publican brethren — their tyrannical government shall 
soon hr destroyed.” 

Evoy sentiment of abhorrence towards the French 
republic was kindled to jPfiatne, on- the intelligence of the 
condemnation and public execution of the unfortunate 
Eoms. which took place oa*January,21st. Tlie first 
poiltll^ result was an ofd^'fitom his Majes^, transmit 
ted liord Grenville/ to ObmivehtH - f or his 
parture ftom tjie king^fi w^in days.' On the 
28tb a message from toe Kiflg^waa si)^ to pafUa^ifit, 
acquaintii^ ,^h Houses thai.het{uif4)fl||naiiN^ of 
several papers received from^ Mji Chii^Un, ukd the ■ 
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answers to be laid before them, together with a copy o4' 
the order above mentioned ; and also, that he thought it 
indispensably necessliry to make a further augment- 
ation of his forces by sea and land. Of the papers 'Com- 
municated, the first, from M. Chauvelin, dated Decem- 
ber 27 th, was an interrogation in the name of the French 
*repiiblic, v^hether France ought to consider England as 
a neutral power, or an enemy ; aceompanied with an 
exculpatory explanation of the offensive decree of fra- 
ternization, and of that declaiing the opening of the 
Scheldt, and an assurance that France has no intention 
to attack Holland provided she confine? herself to a 
strict neutrality. Lord Grenyille, in his answer, begins 
with informing M. Chauvelin that he is acknowledged 
in no other public character* tljan that of minister of his 
most Chiistian Majesty. He then proceeds to consider 
the explanations given of the points above referred to, 
and shews that they are unsatisfactoiy. An off cial note 
of the executive power of France in answer to that of the 
British minister succeeds, dated January 7th, and signed 
Le Brun. It repeats, more at large, the explanation of 
the points of complaint ^ and ends with saying, that it 
^11 their efforts to avoid extremities prove fruitless, they 
will fight the English, whom they esteem, with regret, 
but without fear. A note of the same date from 
“ Citizen Chauvelin” minister-plenipotentiary from the 
French Bepufaiic, contains a strong remonstrance against 
the alien act, as a patticular measure of hostility to- 
Svards the ^eneb. ^rd Grenville, in reply^ returns 
the note as wholly inadmissible, M. Chauvelin assuming 
in it a character wMch is not acknowledged. Lord 
Grenville then, in tlie fbrm af extra-ofjlcial comipunica- 
tion, kgain points out the itj^u^ciency of the expir- 
ations given, and posiKveTy ateures him that our warlike 
preparations will be continued, ifi place us in a state ftM* 
protecting ^ safety and ri^^ ^ this country r d those 
of our aQi^and to set up S-ra^er against those vietrs 
of amUH^ and aggtudm^meph v^hich are peculia^y 
danm^HF as being simported' by the' propagation Gf 
pritmfl^ destructive orii^ social order. M. Cbauv^ 

thet^^pie^ an* iiffnvjew With l^rd 0., tthich u de- 
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dined ; and the correspondence ends witli the order for 
his departure. 

Th^ King’s message being taken intx> ocmsideration 
by both .Houses corresponding addresses were^oved 
and carried by great majoriti^* Amoi^ Uie accessions 
to the ministerial party at this time was Lord Lough* 
borough, who, on .^nuary ^th, succeeded Lord Tnur- 
low in the post of high cnapcellor. 

War was declared by the National Convention against 
England and Holland on the 1st of February; and on 
the lltb a message from the King was brought to both 
Houses of Parliament, informing them of this fact, and 
expressing his reliance on* their support in resisting a 
wanton and unprovoked aggression, and maintaining the 
honour of his crown and the rights of his people. On 
the following day, the subject of the message being 
brought before the House of Commons by Mr. Pitt, he 
entered into a statement of tlie circumstances which 


had preceded the declaration of war from the^ time of 
the dismission of M. Chauvelin, and then, cotpmented 
on the various reasons* alleged by the convention for 
this declaration. He concluded by moving an address 
in answer to the royal message. A debate followed,* 
in which Mf. Fox objected to voting that ministers 
had given no cause or prpvocation for Ute ;r^and 
moved an .amendment, promising an ef^ctua^'sui^ptt; 
to his Majesty in repelling every hostile attempt f^inst 
this country, and in such other exertions as in*, 

duce France to consent to a pacification, on and 
honourable terms. This ,was negatived without a di- 


vision. and the address was eg: 




the House 


opposition,, p^wh^tmading. 4he prede^inapi 
waj^in and o^^parljament, did notrenoumob 
theip,j^pebxi?urs to 
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which was to declare that war with France on the 
grounds alleged was neither for the honour nor the 
interest of this country ; that ministers, in their late 
negociatioils with the French government, had not5taken 
the proper means for pro^ring an amicable redress of 
the grievances complaine^ of ; and that it witf their duty 
‘ to gdvise his Mi^esty against entering into engagements 
which might prevent a separate peace. These resolu* 
tions were rejected by the previous question, the division 
being' 270 against 44. A motion by Mr. Grey fur an 
address to his Majesty, expressing at great length the 
opinion 'that the differences be'tween thjs couilitij^''Etad 
France might have been adjusted by negociationV Attd 
requesting him to embrace the first opportunity of re> 
storing peace, was negatived .without a division. 

Various motions were made in this session for pro* 
ceeding in the business of abolishing, or at least farther 
r^ulating, the slave trade, which were all defeated. It 
appeared toHlie^the general feeling that the present time 
was improper for entering into measures of this kind ; 
and though Mr. Pitt spoke largely in favour of a motion 
by Mr. Wilberforce, it was evident that he gave it no 
support as a miniskr. 

On March 4th Mr. Sheridan brought forward a 
motion for appointing a committee to enquire into the 
trut^i of the reports of sedition in this counffy. He 
said^he should not attempt to prove that there never 
existed aii;p sufficient reason for apprehending the dan- 
(ger of sedition, or that there had not been any acts of 
insurrection to warrant the propagation of such reports, 
but he would contend that nothin^' had happened to 
justify the alarm that had Adlowed. 'He then made a 
variety of remarks to prdves^kat government and its 
agents had officiou8ly^ropagale4 tibis alarm, the purpose 
qf frhich he suppose to he diverting the pulffic attdCP* 
lion from^j^ question of p^Mmentary reform.' Be 
advet ^dlfrl ili expression of me’attomey-generali* ** Cffiit 
he hgK^ cases to bring fbrward for prosecutfon*** 
and^HPffiat venr few had besSi broi:^ht forward, and 
th^^^ere chiefly for selling Paine's Works. He re> 
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probated the practice of employing attomics as agents 
in discovering the distributors of seditious boolm, and 
severely animadverted upon the conduct of the Crown 
and Anchor association, which«receivcd and toele into 
consideration anonymous intonations. Mr. Slieridan’s 
speech wias answered by Mr.*Windham, whcf asserted > 
his belief, from his»own knowledge and observation, 
of the existence of alarming discontents actively pro- 
pagated by seditious publications. The debat^ was 
continued by Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, not without 
considei^able acrimqnv ; and in the end, Mr, Sheridan’s 
motion was negatived without a division* * 

A message from his Majesty was presented on 
March 6th to the House of Commons, ^uainting 
them witl) his having eng^d a body of his electoral 
troops ip the service of Great Britain for the purpose 
of assisting his allies, the States General, and that he 
had directed an estimate of the charge of the^roops to 
be laid betbre the House, in reliance on* their zeal to 
make the necessary provision. The House being formed 
into a committee of supply on the 11th, Mr. Pitt 
made his statement of ways and means, the deficiencies 
of which be proposed to suppty by a loan of four mfi- ^ 
lions and an hani and an mue of four millions of 
exchequer bills ; and resifiutions were passed for that 
purpose. , 

Oa March 13tb, the attmue^-gener^ made aptotton 
in the House of Commons for a bill, the object of « 
which was to prevent all traitorous correspondence ilrith 
the King’s enemies during the war. Its provisions 
went to prohibit under the penalty of high treason 
all pej ^ons from supplyjpg^ the French government or 
arfflie> with arms, mmjpry stores, provisions, bullion, of 
wJdli^ eklths also, tpkaer other penalties, from ptir- , 
cHaaiiig lands in France m property in the fun& of 
thWcoi^tryi from goic^. prom this country to France 
without a Ucence under his Majesty’s Great Beal j and 
fjpowi inswring Vesaels^mther coming from or going to 
'Fmmce. An amendment was towards proposed by 
she solicitoivgeneral, to confine jhe operatkm of the' 

HH 3 • 
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bill to persons residing in Great Britain. In every 
stage 01 its progress it was warmly opposed, Mr. Fox 
particularly stigmatizing it as a violation of justice and 
liumanity, arid a tyrannical extension of the law of 
treasoiir Mr. Burke took^ leading part in its defence, 

^ and at it§ third reading/ it {lassed that House by a 
’ majority of 154 to dS, It was likewise vigorously op- 
posed m the House of Lords, where* it leceived several 
altera^ons, which were agi'eed to by the Commons; 
and it finally passed into a law. 

A petition naving been presfnted to paiKament by 
the East-India Company tor the renewal mf their chat- 
ter, Mr. Dundas introduced the subject to the House 
of Commons on April SSd, in an elaborate view of the 
nature of the present goveimment of British India, and 
the advantages derived to this nation from its connec- 
tion with that country. The scope of his obseritations 
was to sheyr the expediency of continuing the present 
administration of Indian affairs, foreign and domestic, 
upon the same principles; and in conclusion he pro- 
posed thirty-three resolutions forthe future government 
of our East-Indian possessions.' After some discussion, 
the first resolution was moved and carried ; and on 
May 8th the whole ot them being agreed to, a bill was 
brought in upon them and passed, by which the pos- 
sessien of the British territories in India was continued 
to the Company for a further period. 

The spirit of unlimited commercial speculation, and 
the v^t extension of piqier currency, having produced 
great eml^rrassments in trade, andean farming state of 
public credit, Mr. Pitt, April €5ti|^ .npved for a sblect 
committee to take the subject into consideration . From 
its report the ffliniateL,moved>^ an tssue of exchequer 
bilis, to thp amount of fivri milliliris, to cbmmissionen;, 
to be advanced by them under *c&r&in regulations to 
those Who should apply fb{r sutfii'd^istanc^ and should 
give j^foiyilllli^brity for tHe r^ayitaent at a limited 
time. AjnPmuCh discussion of the provisions of the 
bill, it Js^d both Houses, and received the royal 
assent. 
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The Lord Advocate of Scotland moved, in April, 
for a bill to relieve the Roman catholics of that countiy 
from* certain penalties and disabilities imposed upon, 
them by acts of parliament m .Scotland, b;r wbidi tbey 
were incapacitated from holt^ng or transmitting landm 
property. TCe bill was unanimously, received, ,and 
passed to a law wiriiout opposition. * 

A number of petitions on the subject of parliamentary 
reform being presented to the House of Comrfons, a 
motion was made by Mr. Grey for referring tliem to a 
committee. Qn this occasion a debate ensued, in which 
the arguments for and against such a reform were, gone 
over by several speakers; those against the measure 
being enforced by particjular objections respecting the 
time, and the small proportionate number of persons 
concurring in the desire. The motion was rejected by 
to 41. 

In this session a motion was made by Sir Jdhn Sinclair 
for an address to his Majesty recommending the insti* 
.tution of a board of Agriculture, which was carried, 
and the institution took |>lace accordingly. 

A short time before the close of the session, Mr. Fox 
inade a motion for an address to the King, beseeching 
him to employ the earliest measures for procuring peace 
on such terms as were consistent with the professed 
objects of the war, and with the good fol,th, stri^juitice, 
and liberal policy which have mstingnished the &itish 
nation. This motion brought on a renewed diScussiow 
of the original objects and causes of the war, and of tlm 
actual state of the French goyemmeiml, which termi- 
nated in a division, for the motion 47, a^inst it 187. 

Parliament was prorated on June Sls^ by a speech 
from, the throne, tn which the general concurrence«of, 
ihv nation in support of the eftabmhed constitution, was 
meptioned as what cPJlld not fail to ch*eck every attempt 
to' Jisturb the internal repoae of thp kingdom ; and it. 
was' announced that, measures were .taken, in concert 
with our allies for an e^ctual pro8eci,Uion of the war, 
so as to bring it to a happy issue. 

H H 4 • 
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In France, that atrocious act which had manifestly 
been ])reparing at the close of the preceding year, was 
early brought to a conclusion in the present, j^t has 
been mentioned, that notwithstanding all the efforts of 
the violent party in the*ct)nvention, a resolution had 
passed for, indulging the 6nhappy Kin^ with counsel 
' at his trial. Among those who pressed forwards to take 
this Iihnourablc office, Louis selectecf Lanioignun Male* 
sherbej!, one of the most virtuous and noble characters 
in France, who, having been a zealous advocate for 
freedom in the reign of Louis XV., had been appointed 
minister of state by his successor. He wsts joined with 
two others in the defence, which was begun in a very 
able speech by M. Do Seze, who dwelt with much force 
upon the provision made in tlfc constitutional code for 
punishing the greatest national crimes of which a King 
could be supposed guilty, namely that of his forfeiture 
of the crow.n. After the defence had been concluded, 
judgment was hurried on by the violent party, espe- 
cially by the Jacobins in the gallery, who, to the dis- 
grace of all the discussions in "the convention, had 
always a great influence over the decision. The mem- 
bers, however, though generally agreeing in the im- 
puted guilt of Louis, differed in opinion respecting 
the penalty incun ed ; the llolandists, Brissotms, and 
Girondists, thinking that both justice and policy op- 
posedr capital punishment, w'hilst Danton and Robes- 
pierre with their parties, furiously urged the deatii of 
the victim. .It having been determined on Janusiiy IJ, 
that Louis Capet, late I(ingof France, ^had been guilty 
of a conspiracy against liberty, and of attempts agidn^t 
the general safety of the state,” and also that the judg- 
ment tcFtbe pronounced upon i^ihi should not bo sub- 
mitted to thp ratification of ^ the paopl^ in their primary 
assenrhlies, (a decii^ion which', ix^ fkc^ sealed his fate,) 
on the following day the convention passed to the vote 
respecting his punisliment. t)ut of 7^1 votes, 306 de- 
clared for death, SSI for iroprisonnient, the rest for 
death, but conditionally. The sentence bf.death being 
declared, Louis by bis counsel made a solemn appeal 
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against it to the nation at large. On a second division, 
relative to a respite from the execution of the sentence, 
it was carrried against the delay by 880 votes to 310.^ 
On this occasion, Thomas Paine, who had bee p , e lected' 
to a seat ift the convention,* and had vpted against the 
King’s death, made a Ipedch (read for him by the 
secretary) in favour of the respite, which was dpemed 
very forcible and well reaspned. 

I-,ouis, during the short interval of life that was left 
to him, displayed a dignified serenity befitting his cha* 
raKSter and station^ and •passed through the severe trial 
of parting frdm his family with all the fortitude which 
the sensibility of a feeling heart would permit. He was 
prepared for death by a truly venerable ecclesiastic 
of Irish descent, the Abli^ Edgeworth de Fermont, and 
received the consolations of religion with all the marks 
of genuine piety. On January ‘ilst, he was taken to 
the scafiblu, and decapitated by the guillotine. His 
body was thrown into a common grave, which was 
filled with quick-lime, and a guard was placed upon it 
till the corpse was consumed. After his*death, some 
of the members of the t:onvention who had been most 
zealous in their endeavours to preserve his life resigned 
their seats, and Roland quitted his place in the 
ministry. 

The consequences of this catastrophe, as far as*they 
related to England, have been already related. After 
thse deelajration of war by the French convention agains^ 
Great BHtain and Holland, Dqmouriez assembled an 
anfiy at Antwerp for the purpose of an attempt against 
tha latter country. On FeVuary 17th he attacked 
Breda,, which shrrendej^ by capitulation ; and Klun- 
deri and OertruydenDiftg soon after made their 
submission^ His next object was the fortress *of 
WilljamStadt which commands the passage aefoss ah 
artH' of the sea into' the province of Holland. Its 
gainson being strengthened by a detachment of Engli^ 

f us^s, and Mie placb being forther defended by some 
> 0 tch and I^jgUsh gun-boats, the attack of tlie French 
was successful^ resisted, and {hey drew back to Ant- 
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iverp. General Miranda, in the mean time, invested 
Maestricht with a force of 20,000 men, and having 
completed his works on February 2Sd, summoned the 
town t».surrender in a ipepacing proclamation. The 
Prince of Hesse, however, who was the commandant, 
detei;paincd* on a resolute 'defence. General Clairfkit 
havini^ passed the Roer on the 28 th, repulsed the 
French army with loss in that quarter; and on the 
following day the Archduke Albert carried some 
French batteries. On the 8th of March the Prince of 
Saxe-Coburg obtained a complete \ictory over the 
French at Aix la Chapelle, and drove them as far as 
Liege ; and on the same day Prince Frederic of Bruns* 
wick defeated a body of them at Bruges. These suc- 
cesses obliged Miranda to raise the siege of Maestricht 
and retreat with precipitation. 

Dumouriez now returned from Holland to place 
himself at the head of the French army of the Low 
Countries, and on March 17th he attacked the impe- 
rial army at Neerwinden, but repulsed, and at 
length was routed with great joss, which misfortune 
he imputed to Miranda. After some other actions he 
fell back as far as Tournay, having given orders for the 
evacuation of the citadel of Namur and other places, 
and thus the Austrian Netherlands were recovered 
from Jhe French as rapidly as they had been lost. 
Dumouriez, who had formed a design of mai'ching to 
Ppris to efiect a counter-revolution, now entered into 
a negotiation' with the Austrian genemls, by which he 
was to remain in his quarters undi^ttffbed, and to be 
afterwards assisted by them if necessary. Having, 
however, fallen under the suspicion of the convention, 
the^ sent commissioners to suspend him from his com- 
maiid.and dRll him to account. These he arreted in 
his camp*, and delivered up to the Austrians, to be kept 
as hosty||jPfbr the good • treatment of the royal 
prisoiup^p the Temple. He was himself, however, 
near brifeg seized by a corps of French volunteers, and 
was obi^d to take refuge in the imperial territories- 
Aftefkrarda^ interning .to repao' to his camp at 
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St. Amand, he was informed that the army was in 
such a disposition, that it would not be safe to venture 
amoQg them ; for which re&son, accompanied by some 
superior officers and his staffi he went over to (general* 
Clairfait, and was followed *by a spiall body of his 
troops. When the defection of Dumouiiez and the 
arrest of the commissioners was made known to* the 
convention, the event was regarded as so important, 
that they decreed a permanent sitting, and cn^loyed 
themselves in measures for preserving the tranquillity of 
the capital, and defending the frontiei*s. They sent 
other commissioners to the array, who appointed Gene- 
ral Dampierre the provisional commander-in-chief. 
He occupied a fortified camp at Famars, from which, 
on May 8th, he made an attack on the Austrian and 
Prussian posts. A severe action was the result, which 
terminated in favour of the allies, Dampierre having 
received a wound, of which he died on the following 
day. In this eng^ement the British troops under the 
command of the Duke of York greatly distinguished 
themselves. The cam^ of Famars was afterwards at- 
tacked by the allies arid carried} and Valenciennes 
being thereby laid open, the siege of that town was 
committed to the Duke of York. Cond^, which had 
been invested by the imperialists from the beginning 
of April, capitulated in July; and Valenciennes, Vter 
a great pdrt of it had been reduced to ashes by a bom- 
bardineut, surrendered on July abth. ‘ 

The campaign op the Rhine had been attended with 
various fortune in a number, of small actions. Its 
mqst iqiportant event was the surrender of Mentz to 
the King of Prussia after a Wg siege, on July ^2d. 

Friqice was uhdergoing these reverses abroad, 
it waef ^squieted at home 1^ all the violence of con- 
tending parties. A declaration pf war against Spain 
on March 4th, one capse of which was^stated to be the 
aef^ of that coqrt in behajf of, Louis, proved the in- 
cemuderate warmth which 'prevaUea in the conventiomd 
government. . In the same a revolutionary 

tribunal for ti^ng of^ces again^ the state .was'Gsta- 
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biished, armed with powers which rendered it a 
dreadful engine of party. l,t was made a court without 
appeal, and its sentences against persons absent were 
to liav<vtl}e same effect if they were present. On 
the 29th, a decree passed denouncing the punishment 
of death upon all persons ^convicted of composing or 
publistjing writings for the resoratiomof monarchy, or 
the dissolution ot the national representation ; and on 
April l«t, another decree abolished the inviolability 
of the deputies of the convention when accused of 
crimes against the state. On the 7th,, a committee of 
public safety was appointed, with powers ‘greater than 
had hitherto been conferred *for the prevention of 
insun cction and conspiracy : its duration was limited 
to one month. This measure was doubtless suggested 
by the dangerous commotions which were now sub- 
sisting in those parts of Britany and Poitou which bore 
the names of La Vendee and Le Loire. The inhabit- 
ants of these parts were firm royalists and much 
attached to their religion. They, assumed the title of 
the Christian arm;^ acting under the authority of 
Monsieur, as Regent of France ; and being stimulated 
by the harangues of their priests, they engaged in 
action with the national guards, and were successful on 
various occasions. They laid siege to Nantes, and 
obtained possession of a large tract of country. In 
April Vjeneral Berruyere was sent to command against 
tl^e insurgents j but the latter defeated the republican 
forces ki two general engagements. 

The convention about ^is time decreed ,that all the 
branches of the Bourbon family, as well bs such officers 
of the Austrian army as had been jtaken prisoner^ were 
to be considered as hostages ''for the safety ^ the 
comlnissioneF^l^om DumeurieE.had delivered up to 
the* impel ialisti. TJic paper currency»of France being 
greatly depreciated, a decreo was passed for the pay- 
ment of all contracts ^nd bargains in assignats, nothin 
specie. 

The contest between the two parties which divide(l 
the convention, the Bri^sotine or Gironde, and the 
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Mountain, was now coming to a crisis, and Pans was 
long kept in a state of violent tumult from theii: con- 
tentions. The former as the most moderate, fell into 
suspicion among the people, whose passions were con-« 
tinually excited by the indammatory publications ol* 
Marat, president of the Jacc^bin club. This detestable 
incendiaiy having pdt his signature to a paper oi' the 
most sanguinary tendency, he was committed •to the 
abbey prison by a gr^at majority of votes ; but such 
was his influence over the public, that he wa^ unani- 
mously acquitted by the jury which tried him. After 
his liberation,he became more furious than before, and 
thb convention was fre(|)iently a scene of the wildest 
uproar. On June 1st, its place of assembly was sur- 
rounded by a clamorous multitude, which compelled 
the members to pass a decree of arrestation against the 
Gironde deputies, and. the ministers Claviere and Le 
Brun. The Jacobin party being now triumphant, pro- 
ceeded to complete the constitution, and is^ed a large 
declaration of the rights of man. The constitutional 
act soon followed, consisting of 134 articles, of a cha- 
racter essentially democ^atical. About this time Marat 
was assassinated by a young woman, an enthusiast in 
favour of liberty, named Charlotte Cord^, who dis- 
played in the act, and at her co’ndemnation and exe- 
cution, the most heroical firmness of mind. A variety 
of decrees were afterwards issued for regulating tjie 
,£M1 Uid militanr afiairs of the republic, and bringing 
to punishment the enemies of the state.* On August 
*'l5th, Barrere proposed a declaration from the Prench 
people, by the mouth of thdir representatives, that 
they would rise in one body in defence of liberty, 
equali^, independence, and the constitution, which 
was aaopted ny general acclamation. He then pre- 
sented a plan for putting this purpose in* execution, 
consisted or a number of arncles, the effect of 
whidh was to place all the force and property of the 
nation at the disposal of the existiPg government. It 
was afterwards matured and introduced by the com- 
mittee of public welfare. 
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The remainder of the year was extraordinarily 
marked by the energy, as well as by the merciless 
cruelty, of those who n6w conducted the affaiys of 
' France. 

On^Aligust 18th, the' Duke of York marched to a 
camp near, Menin where (he Dutch, stationed at that 
place, were so closely pressed by the French, that the 
hereditary Prince of Orange requested assistance from 
the English. Three battalions were accordingly sent 
under the command of General Lake, who with great 
gallantry drove the enemy froip a strong redoubt at 
the village of Lincelles. The Dukb of' York in the 
latter part of the month took his ground before Dun- 
kirk for the siege of that town ; but the delay in 
the arrival of his heavy artille*y, and the want of the 
early co-operation of a naval force, caused the loss of 
so much time, that the Fiench were enabled to collect 
a powerful force for its defence before any progress 
had been made.. The result was that that Duke found 
himself obliged to raise the siege, leaving behind him 
his battering cannon, and a large>-quantity of ammuni- 
tion. The French now made attacks upon several 
places on the frontier of the Austrian Netherlands, 
but were in general )*epulsed : the Prince of Coburg, 
however, who had been blockading the French in the 
neighbourhood of Maubeuge, was driven by General 
Jourtilan across the Sambre in October. 

Besides the necessity of providing for the war w^ 
tSie aiyes on .the borders, the conventional govemn^l^ 
had to contend against fpes within thq, heart of FdlUSe. 
The disturbances in La \end6e continued; gnd in 
the south a formidable confederation had taken place 
between the cities of Marseilles, Lyons, and Toulon. 
G^eral C^rtaud, who was sent against the latter, 
having jn August^ taken 'Aix, the populace of Mar- 
seilles opened their gates to hhn. The people of 
TouW having, in conjunction with Admiral Turgot, 
entered into anegociation with Admiral Hood, men 
commanding a fleet in the Mediterranean, possassion 
was given to him of the town and shipping under 
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the express condition that they should return to the 
French monarchy whenever it should be re-established. 
The Lyonnese resolved to etand upon their defence, 
and though ill prepared for resistance, they sustained « 
a si6ge of two months., Oit October ’8th, a gre^ part 
of the city being reduced to ashes by a bombardment, 
they found it necessary to surrender, and*thcre«are 
few examples of auch vindictive treatment inflicted 
upon a conquered city in ‘a civil war. The victims, 
too numerous for the guillotine, were driven in Crowds 
into the Rhone, or massacred in the public squares by 
discharges of jnusquetry and artillery ; and the con- 
vention decreed that the ;valls and public buildings of 
Lyons should be demolished^ and that she should lose 
her name in that of La VjUe Affrancliie, 

Afler General Cartaud had gained possession of 
Marseilles, he made preparations for the recovery of 
Toulon, and on August 30th appeared before it with 
a small force. Various petty actions ensued^ in which 
the French were repeatedly checked in advancing their 
works towards the towij. At length, they received so 
many reinforcements, tl^at their troops amounted to 
between 30 and 40,000 men ; and it being impossibly 
with the defensive force in the ^lace to maintain the 
works by which it was protected, a resolution was taken 
for its evacuation. This was effected in Decendier, 
the whole of the troops being brought off without loss, 
and some thousands of the inhabitants being sheltered 
on board the British ships. A conflagration then^toolc 
place, under the direction of Sir Sydney Smith, of the 
magazines, store-houses, and arsenals, with the ships in 
harbour, on which occasion fifteen ships of the line, with 
several mgates and smaller vessels, were consumed, and 
an immensO quantity of naVal stores. Three ships of the 
line and some fngates sailed af^ay with the British fleet. 
This was a very severe strbke on the iTrench navy ; and 
however advantageous to.therrival nation, maybe marked 
as 80 example of the criminality tncurr^ by a j^ty in 
a state wMcb calls to its assistance a foreign and.hosUle 
power. 
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The French were at this time worked up to a pitcJj 
of ferocity which rendered them capable of every thing 
cruel and atrocious. The trial of Marie Antoinette, 
late Queen of France, was one of the resolutions 
contained in Barrere’s decree of August 1st ; and she 
was on that day suddenly, removed to the prison of the 
CoNciergerie. She there remained ten weeks, treated 
as the meanest criminal, and was* at length brought 
before the bloody revolutiofiary tribunal, charged with 
a number of state crimes. Not one of these was proved, 
but her doom was already determined. She suffered 
at the guillotine on October 26th, and her body was 
interred in the same manner .with that of her husband, 
in a grave filled with quick-lime. Marie Antoinette 
possessed talents and virtues, and her errors have per- 
haps been magnified ; but it is certain that, as consort 
to the unfortunate Louis, she exerted an infiucnce 
which contributed to the fall of the monai'chy. 

I'he execution of the Queen was soon followed by 
that of twenty-one Brissotine deputies, the person 
from whom they took their name being at the head. 
The charge against them was that of having con- 
spired against the unity and indivisibility of the 
Republic by exciting^ a rebellion in the departments of 
the south ; and their defence was abbreviated by the 
judioial maxim then prevalent, that a jury might pro- 
nounce sentence, when convinced, without waiting to 
hear the whole of the evidence. Several other dis- 
tinguished persons who deserved a better fate were 
the next victims. The death of the Puke of Orleans, 
then known by the naine of £ga!Ite, who had given 
his vote against the life of the King, and was contami- 
nated by every vice„ was pitifd*by none. Very differ- 
ent was the feeling on the execution of Madame 
Bolandu the Wife of the ifiinist^r, ^hose noble charac- 
ter was the*bbject of general admiration. She died 
with exen^ary fortitude, having on her way to the 
scaffbhimiostrophized the statue of liberty, by exclaim- 
mg, Liberty, how many crimes are committed in 
thy n^e !’* 
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Among Other circumstances marking the times and 
the nation was the publication of a new calendar, vUi^cIt, 
Avith mucli that was fjitilc a»fl fanciful, was wtffTTal- 
cnlatecl to promote an end which tlie men in ])o\ver at 
this period manifestly had iii.\iew, that of abslis^ihig 
from France tlie Christian relijE^ion. It divided ihc year 
into twelve months of 30 days each, all denbininaWd 
from some occurrence of the season, and five supple- 
mentary days, ridiculously termed sotmitlofnies. The 
subdivisions of the months were (Tccades, the firsf ilays 
of which were festivals, intended gradually to obliterate 
the memory ot Sundays*; and notliing in the calendar, 
bore any sbunp of former ^digious observances. 

Some flnreign transactions of the year remain to be 
mentioned. The allies uuder the Duke of Brunswick 
and General Wurmser were victoroius for some time on 
the Rhine in the autumnal campaign ; but in the latter 
part of November the French were rendered so much 
superior in number, that they were always able to out- 
ilank their opponents. Wurmser, having failed in an 
attempt to gain possession of Stra.sburg, retired to 
Ilaguenau, where the French, after repeated attacks, 
forced the strong lines, and obliged the Austrians to 
retire across the Rhine. The Ih’ussians afterwards * 
relinquished the siege of Landau*; and the Duke of 
Brunswick went into winter quarters at Mentz. 

On the Spanish border, various actions took p^cc 
between the troops of Spain and of France, in which the 
former were successful. The war in this quarter, how- • 
ever, was of very subordinate importance. ’ • * 

In Italy, the county of Nice was the scent* of sonle 
actions between the troops of the King of Sardinia and 
of th'- French republic,* and the latter were repulsed 
with considerable loss in t^o attempts upon the Sardi- 
nian posts. Genoa, which had* manifested a disposition, 
to take part with the French, was dverawed lay the, 
English fleet; and the Duke of .Tuscany was induced 
by the representations of thc>«|jteH<ish, minister to declai-e 
against France. 

Eai'ly in the year the English arms were actively em- 
VOL. I. r I . 
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plowed in the West Indies. On April 12th an expe- 
dit^n under Admiral Laforey and General Cuyler 
sailed irom Harbadocs fsr the reduction of Tobago, 
which was ejected with an inconsiderable loss. An at- 
tcAipt eh Martinico, in consequence of an invitation 
from the royalist inhabitants, was rendered abortive by 
the condhet of the latter. 

T<lie Frencli planters of St. Domingo, whicli island 
had been in a deplorable ‘state of civil war I’rom the 
comificncement of the revolution, and was now groaning 
under the tyranny of the commissioners sent by the 
•French convention, having requested tlie English go- 
vernment to take them under its protection upon cer- 
tain conditions. General Williamson sailed from Jamaica 
in September, with a force to take possession of the 
town and forts of Jeremie, which was effected without 
resistance. Commodore Ford then proceeding to Cape 
Nicholas Mole, a deputation came to him, and desired 
him to odcupy that place on the same conditions which 
had been granted to Jeremie, which was complied 
with. • 

In the East lndie.s. Intelligence of the declaration of 
war by France was received at Fort William in June, 
'and immediately all the small factories belonging to 
that country on the 'coast, and the ships in the ports, 
were seized, and preparations were made for an attack 
on Pondicherry. This place presently surrendered to 
Colonel Braithwaite ; and the settlements near Bengal 
) and on the Malabar coast soon after being yielded, the 
Freffch no longer waved on the continent of 
India. ' 

General Washington was sn this year unanimously 
re-elected President of the United States of America. 

,, The vigour and suebess oST the French government, 
jand the hope that the ^-evolution would finally be the 
means of promoting the cause of liberty throughout 
Europe, still rendered many persons in Great Britain 
well-wishers to France, and admirers of its political 
principles, notwithstanding the enormities by which it 
had disgraced itself, but which they attributed to the 
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aggression of the coalesced powers. In Scotland, a 
party zealous for reform had projected what theyjwmed 
a national convention, and*in framing itt had moHshly 
assumed the titles and proceedings of the French re-^ 
publicans. They had thereby attftcted the liofice of 
government, and prosecutiq^is were instituted against 
some of the leading members upon the old Scottish 
statute concerning leashig-making, or sowing discord 
between the King and his 'people — a law of very wide 
and dangerous application. In consequence, the Court 
of Justiciary at Edinlpirgh, and the Circuit>court of 
Perth, adjudged 'Mr. Muir and Mr. Palmer to trans- 
portation } which sentences being the first instances of 
the imposition of that punishment for such a crime, and 
pronounced against persons in decent life and of 
good character, were generally regarded as unreasonably 
severe. 

The Courts of Petersburgh and Berlin having deter- 
mined upon a farther partition of Poland, tile King of 
Prussia in the beginning of this year seized upon Thom 
and Dantzic, issuing « manifesto on the occasion, in 
which he justified the proceeding by pretended appre- 
hensions of a jacobinical party in Poland. The diqt 
assembled at wodno made a protest against this in- 
justice, and applied to the Empress of Russia for her 
protection ; but in March that sovereign also published 
a manifesto, in which she gave her imperial reasoas for 
resolving to annex a large share of Poland to her own 
dominions. It was in vain that the diet de;plared 
against this second dismembeyment of their country, 
and looked for the interposition of the other powers of 
Europe against this shameful violation of all national 
rights, it was obliged .to negociate with its spoilers 
respecting their demanas; and at length JPoland was 
compelled to surrender to P/ussia tqpitory occupied by 
more than 1,136,000 inhabitants, ana to Russia as much 
as contained more thaft 3,300,000. 
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A.D; 1794 


Year of George III. 34 8c 35. 

Parliament 4 8c 5. 

• • 

^^nrliomcnt. — King*s i^)eech. — «• Delfutes : Hessians in the Isle of 
IVtglil, — Augmentation of Army and Navy . — Supplies. — Slave 
Trade. — hord Lansdoume's Motiop against the War. — Militia 
augmented . — Volunteers. — Debates on the Legality of' Subscriptions 
to Government f and on the subsidiary Treaties. ~ Differences voith 
Ameriia. — Motions against the War. — Politick Alarms. — 
Motions Respecting Muir and Palmer. — Members of the Societies 
for Refomt committed to the Totver. — Royal Message^ and Sus- 
pension of the liabeas Corpus. — Trials of Hardy f Home Tooke^ 
and ThebmaU. — Additional Subsidy to Prussia. Events of the 
Campaign in the L&vo Countries. — Austrian Flanders and Brabant 
entirely reduced by the French. -^yTheir Success on the German 
Border. — Dissatifaction (f the Emperor of Austria, and his In- 
crease of Subsidy. — Conquests of Jourdan and Moreau on the 
Lcfvoer Rhine. — Duke of York retreats before the French^ voho ad- 
vance into Holland . — Their rapid Scries of Success in Spain . — 
Campaign in Piedmont. — Lord Hotve*s Naval Victory of June 
lst !‘ — Corsica annexed to \he British Crown. — Martinicoy Si. 
Lutie, and Guadaloupe taken by the English ; the latter recovered 
by the French. — Internal Affairs (ff France. — Chouans and Ven- 
deans. — Spint of Liberty and Equality. — Deputies of Colour 
from St. Domingo admitted in the Convention, and Slavery abolished. 
— Maximum Ptovisionsi — Raigii qf Terror: 2'riumvirate of 
Robespierre, Danton, and Barret^ — Destruction of the Cordelier 
Club. — Execution of the Princess Elizabeth. — Decree forbidding 
Quarter to the English and Hanoveriam. — Fall of Robespierre and 
Qhange of Measures. — Pinal ParAiian and Extinction of Poland. 

Jr ARLiJbfENT met* on January 21st, and was opened 
with a speech^ recommending a ^rigorous prosecution ol* 
the war,, onthc success of which depended the preserv- 
ation of the constitution, laws, and religious estab- 
lishmeat of this kingdom, and the sectirity of all civil 
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society. The efibrts of France were said to be founded 
solely on an usurpation of^power which rondef^ the 
presint rulers absolute masters of people’slives ; and the. 
system they had adopted yja* represented a» t(?nitlng 
rapidly to exhaust the natural strength of the country. 
The speech was warmly applauded by the su^porteis of 
the administration tn both Houses ; and the amendments 
to the corresponding addresses, in which his Majesty 
was requested to avail himself ofthe earliest oppcA'tunity 
for concluding an honourable peace, were rejected by 
great majorities. . 

The landing of a body of Hessians on the Isle of 
Wight, in order to recruit them from the fatigues of a 
voyage from Germany till a projected expedition should 
taxe place, was a subject of warm debate in both 
Houses ; the opposition contending that such an intro* 
duction of foreign troops into the kingdom without the 
previous consent of parliament was al^solutely illegal ; 
whilst the ministers and their supporters maintained 
that there was no preoise law on the subject, and that 
nothing irregular had^Jieen done in the case. The 
motions for declaring the illegality of such a transaction 
were negatived by the usual majorities, and the minis- 
ters refused to accept of a proposed bill of indemnity. 
An augmentation of' the navy to 85,000 mey was 
unanimously agreed to. The proposal of augmqpting 
the regular army to GO, 000 men was opposed, and 
produced some severe strictures ou the conduct of tl^ 
last campaign. Mr. Pitt’s expression on' speaking in 
favour of the augmentation, thdt ** France had been con- 
verteti into an armed nation,” was afterwards much com- 
menn d upon. On February 3d, the minister laid before 
the House an account of the supplies necessary for«the 
prosecution of the war, and*the wws and* means for 
raising them. On this occasion he stated the interior 
strength of the kingdom at440,000 men, and the foreign 
troops in our pay at 40,000. The total of the requisite 
supply he calculated at nearly 20 millions; and the ways 
and means included some new taxes, and a loan of eleven 
millions. The double taxation to which the Roman 

1 1 3 • 
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Catholics had been long subjected was liberally can- 
celled. 

The subjeOc of the slav^e trade was again brought 
uiefcu:e;the consideration of parliament by a motion from 
Mr. Wilberfbree for the aoolition of that branch of it 
which went to the supply of the islands and territories 
beloftffing to foreigners. This mot\pn was supported 
by Mr. Pitt, and passed .by 63 votes against 40. 
Petitiops having been presented against the bill by the 
West India merchants of London and Liverpool, a 
motion was made for deferring it for six months, which 
was negatived. On the introduction of 'the bill into 
the House of Lords it was, however, thrown out by 
the majority of 45 to 4. In the same House a motion 
by Bishop Horsley for referring to a committee the 
hearing of evidence concerning the slave trade, was 
negatived. 

On February 17th, the Marquis of Lansdowne in- 
troduced, by a Ibng argumentative speech replete with 
censure on the conduct of the ministry, a motion for 
an address to his Majesty, the lenor of which was to 
show the great improbability oPthe reduction of such a 
country as France, the small reliance to be placed on 
the coalition, the losses and burdens to be expected by 
this nation from persisting in the contest, and the 
folly of maintaining a war against principles ; and for 
these '-reasons to request that he would immediately 
declare his readiness to enter into a negociation. He 
Vas seconded by the Duke of Grai'ton, who, after a 
long absence from parliameift, had thought it incum- 
bent on him to declare his aentirnents on this import- 
:^nt occasion. An active debate ensued, in which the 
principal speakers on ^ach aide* took a part j and the 
motion was •finally negativftd byiOS against 13. 

^he ministers, ^though triumphant in parliament, 
were now rendered fully sensible of the arduousness of 
the fore^ contest in which they were engaged ; and 
on Marra 6th, a motion was made by Mr, Pitt for ap 
augmentation of the militia in order to provide for the 
better security of the kingdom against a menaced in- 
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vasion by the French ; and another for the levy of a 
volunteer force of horse and foot in every Cjaanty, 
which were carried. ThST ministry hr^k^ing their 

own authority issued a requisition, under the name ot» 
a recommendation, for the Raising of volunteer com- 
panies of horse and foot, ^he measure warmly 
censured by the opposition as unconstituti6nal,*par- 
ticularly as notice was publicly given in the papers 
that those who refused complig^e would be considered 
as enemies to government. .A question being put on 
the subject, it was carded in favour of the ministers. 
The attempt*to procure subscriptions without authority 
of parliament, however,* created much dissatisfaction, 
and was vigorously opposed in several counties. On 
March S8th, Mr. Shei'idan moved in the House of 
Commons a declaration “ that it was dangerous and 
unconstitutional for the people of this country to make 
any loan of money to the crown.” A debate followed, 
which was terminated by voting the psevio'us question. 
The same topic was discussed in the House ot Lords, 
where a motion to the same effect was defeated by a 
large majority. Mr. Ilitt, on April 1st, moved for a bill 
for the encouragement of those who should voluntarily 
enrol themselves for the general defence of the king- 
dom during the war. This was succeeded by a pro- 
posal to enable the subjects of France to enlist«in the 
King’s service on the continent of Europe, )nd to 
employ French oHlcers as engineers under certain re- 
strictions. By all these measures governtpent a^qulned 
a great accession of influence, and the jvarlike spirit 
became universally diffused. 

The subsidiary treaties concluded with the 'Princes 
of the coalition weFe subject of discussion in parlia- 
ment ; and on March* 6th^ Mr. Grey inoved in the 
House of Commons for an addres^to the Kiqg, for fhe 
purpose of expressing thmr concern that his Majesty 
should have ifoirmed an union with powers whose 
apparent aim was to regulate a couutiy wherein they 
jhad no right to interfere. In the subsequent dflhate, 
and jn a debate in both Houses consequent upon a 

II 4r 
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message from the Kin!*; inlbrniinj!.^ them ol' a treaty 
conrf. ;led with the King of Prussia, by Avhich a larger 
subsidy was aiipulatcd witfi that monarch for carrying 
’ on.JJie war, many observations were made by the 
op{)ositioh relative to the' Objects and prospects of the 
war, and flic small confidence to be placed in sub- 
sidi^^ed jiowers, wlio were chiefly ^attentive to their 
own interests. The ministei;s, however, were sup^rted 
by the psiial majoritiest *-. 

dt this time the Uritish government became involved 
in those dilierences with the Ui>ited States of America 
consequent upon the war with Fnince," which were 
linally atlendeil with such setious eff'ects. Soon after 
the commencement of the war, orders were given for 
stopping all American vessels Carrying corn to France, 
and detaining their cargoes, paying for them and the 
freight ; which proceeding was much resented by the 
Americans, jis an infraction of their independence. It 
was followed byan order for seizing all American ships 
carrying provisions and stores to the French colonies, 
and also for obliging American ships sailing from the 
Uritish islands to give security to land their cargoes in 
It/'itish or in neutral ports. More than bOO American 
vessels were seized in consequence of this order within 
five months. l*’urther cause of displeasure and alarm 
was given to tlie Slates, by the occupation of some 
forts on the Canadian border by the British troops, 
which had been ceded to the Americans in the peace 
of ; and by a conference held with several Indian 
tribes by Lo(d Dorchester, Governor of Canada. The 
American government shewed its resentment of these 
proceedings by an embargo of 30 days on the British 
shipping ; and appointed Mr. Jpyi chief justice of the 
United States, its minister for settling the subsisting 
differences. c 

Mr. Jay, arrived in Englai^d in the summer of this 
year, and delivered a memorial on< the subject, in 
which, among other topics, was also contained the 
frequently recurring complaint of the severity used to 
American seamen, and their being compelled to serve 
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Oil board ol‘ En:>'lish men of war. Lord (irein-ille 
luailc a moderate and conciliatory answer ; both 
jiai'ties being pacifically dreposed, the cKspute was for 
the present compromised. ^ 

On the SOth of May, tbe Duke of Bedfonl in the 
House of Lords, and Mr. Fox in the House of' Coin- 
inons, moved a get of resolutions for terminating the 
war with France. In *thc debates attending these 
motions, the tojiics of the origitr, objects, and jii'ospccts 
of the war were again brought into discussion by both 
parties, with no othei’ effect than to display their irre- 
concilable tfifl'erences of opinion, and the great supe- 
liority of numbers by tvhich the measures of govern- 
luent were supported. 

Ainiilst this attention to foreign politics, the par- 
liament and public found at least etpial matter of in- 
terest in the internal affairs of the nation. The pro- 
gress of French principles, as they were termed, excited 
a \ ery serious alarm in the higher Orders of society, 
and in the friends of all existing establishments, which 
was probably in some degree participated by the mini- 
sters, since they now ’resolved iiiiou taking the most 
effectnal measures for arresting that, progress. The 
most obvious cause of apjjrehension was the formation 
of societies for tlie declared purpose of legitimate re- 
J'onn, but the orgauization of which, and their Anitual 
connections, together with the attachment whicli they 
generally displayed to the French republic, rendered 
them objects of suspicion. It has already been mtfn- 
tioued that the arm of tho law hatl been extended 
against a society of this kind iu Scotland, which had 
aksmned the title of a national convention; and that 
arm had been exertedjwith a vigour which gave occa- 
sion to an alarm of an oppo^te nature. » ' * 

Early in the session, Mr. Adant gave notice* oFan 
intention to proppse somp alterations in the criminal 
law of Scotland, particularly on appeals from the Court 
of Justiciary; and the sentences against Messrs. Muir 
and Fahnor induced him afterwards to enlarge his plan 
by inserting a clause for a retrospect to the judgments 



iOO ' ANNALS OF GEORGE HI. 1794. 

‘ pronounced by that court in 1793, which should ren- 
der ifc^-xzoinpetent for these persons to appeal on the 
ground bt error in law. Hi& motion being rejected* he 
"^avsnptice of a motion for the relief of Messrs. Muir 
and ralmbr in another fdrm ; and in the mean time 
Mr. Sheridan presented a*petition from Mr. Palmer, 
stating that he conceived the sentence passed upon 
him, alid from which there was no appeal, to have 
been unjust. . It being intimated by Mr. Dundas that 
the sentence »was already executed, the warrant for 
Mr. Palmer’s transportation (to Botany Bay) being 
signed and issued, this proceeding 'was 4ou(Uy com- 
plained of, and a motion was made to stop the sailing 
of the transport, which was negatived. On March 10th, 
Mr. Adam moved for a review* of the trials of the twp 
culprits ; and in the subsequent debate, the sentence by 
which they were condemned was severely censured by 
that gentlenjan, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Shendan, and wa$ 
strenuously defended by the lord advocate of Scotland, 
Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Windham. The motion was nega- 
tived by 77 against S4. Similar motions in the House 
of Lords by the Earls of Lauderdale and Stanhope were 
negatived, and the lord chancellor carried a resolution, 
that there were no grounds for interferi^ in the courts 
of criminal justice as now established. 

The< two principal political societies in England were 
the Society for Constitutional Information, tmd the Cor- 
responding Society ; both avowing for their object the 
rdrorm,of the representation in parliament. Govern- 
ment had kept a vigilant ^ye upon them since the last 
year, when the alarm from ^ch associations was first 
roused } and thinking it had now procured sufficient 
matter of legal charge ogainst^hum, some of the prin- 
cipail members of both societies were, apprehended in 
the raontli of May Jind committed to the Tower. 

On the a message was delivered to both Houses 
of parliain^l|| from the King, inlorwing them that se- 
ditious practices had been caaried on by societies in 
ij^ndon in correspondence with other societies for th^ 
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purpose of assembling a convention to represent the 
people of England, and that their papers J;.jitf*bcen 
seized and would be laid 'before parliament, to which 
the examination of them wa^ recommended,, witb-the 
adoption of such measures *as might appear necessary. 
In the House of Commons Mr. Pitt moveifr an address 
of thanks to hi| Majesty, Und proposed tljat* the 
papers should be referred to a committee of secrecy 
consisting of 21 members ch»seh by ballot, wlwch was 
agreed to. The report of the committee was brought 
in on the Kith. ^ It contained the proceedings of the 
two societies, most of which had been already pub- 
lished by themselves in ti*e newspapers. Mr. Pitt then, 
after commenting on the facts discovered, moved for a- 
suspension of the Habeas Corpas act. This measure 
was strongly opposed by the minority, as not warranted 
by any actual necessity. It was supported with equal 
/rarmth ; and Mr. Windham went so far as« to say, that 
the evils threatened must be obviated at all events; 
and if the laws in being were inadequate to that purpose, 
others more effectual ought indispensably to be framed. 
This menace called forth some very animated remarks 
from Mr. Fox, as portending a gradual depiivation 
of their liberties to Englishmen.* Mr. Pitt, in answer, 
said tliat no undue severities would be resorted to, and 
that the measure did not affect the right df the 
people to meet for lawful purposes, or to pstitioif for a 
reform, or for the redress of abuses. ^ 

Tile progress of the suspension bill in the other 
House was attended with similar debates; and Lord 
Thin low, in acceding to the bill, said that it was 
only on the presumption that its necessity had been 
proved; and that thei report,- in his opinion, ^con- 
tained many facts amouiking to sedition, liut not 
to any higher crime. It passed*into a lai^ on May 
23d. An address to Jiis Majesty was afterwards 
moved and carried in both Houses, to assure him 
of their determination to punish the participators in 
the conspiracy laid before them, and to invest him 
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witli additional power /or the suppression of attempts 
agaiiist^'n’ernment. . 

, The session 6f parliament was terminated on July 1*1 th 
with-'a^ spjiech from the f,hronc, in which the designs 
against the constitution were adverted to in language 
similar to that of the royal fnessage. 

BeTofc proceeding to fiie other eveets of the year, it 
may be interesting to conclude the topic which has 
occupied the last pagdS.*' A bill of indictment having 
been found against thirteen members of the reforming 
societies, the trials began with tlfat of, I'homas Hardy, 
who, with his fellow-prisoners, was accused of nine overt 
acts of treason. Few state triafs have excited more soli- 
citude in the public, as it was generally understood that 
uj)on its event would depend the fate not only of his 
partners in accusation, but probably of many more who 
were within the I'each of government. The charge 
was opened bj^ the attorney-general in a speech of ninA' 
hours, in which' all the particulars mentioned in the 
reports of the secret committee wpre dwelt upon, and 
the papers of the society to which Hardy was secretary 
were produced in evidence. It was much in the pri- 
soner’s favour that none of the witnesses who deserved 
credit criminated him personally, that the proceedings 
of the society were of public notoriety, and that their 
sole Apparent object had been parliamentary reform. 
He w5s assisted by the adraii'able powers of his counsel, 
Mr. Erskine and Mr. Gibbs j and after a trial which last- 
ed eight days, he was pronounced not guilty, to the un- 
speakable joy of all thosc'who entertained similar po- 
litical sentiments, and the satisfaction of the greater 
part of the public, who were convinced that the charge 
went beyond the crimei* and thaf: nothing could be more 
dangerbYis t6 liberty than *he attempted extension of 
the doctrine of constructive treason. 

The trial of Mr. Horne Tooke, which followed, was 
chiefly remarkable for the perfect case of the accused, 
while the persons he summoned as witnesses, among 
whom was Mr. Pitt, were sometimes not a little dis- 
concerted by his questions. He was acquitted by the 
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jury alter a very short consultation ; and the subsc(|iient 
trial of Mr. Thelwtill terminated in the same n.i?Hner. 
'fhe* crown then decline, 1 all lurthoj* prosecution, 
and* the remaining prisoners were disnyssed. 'riiuJF 
concluded a transaction whieh furnished an tiddTtional 
and very striking proof of the excellence ofjtlie judicial 
branch of the English constiUition, anil the high im- 
portance of the trial by jury in criminal cases. • 

Tlie beginning of this year.^whiist it displayed the 
vast preparations of tlie French to push their success in 
the Low-Countries, gave tokens of a disunion among 
the coalesced powers on the continent, whicli boded ill 
to the operations of the eampaign on their parts. One 
of its consequences was the resignation, on January 0th, 
of the supreme command of the Prussian army by tiu; 
Duke of Brunswick. Soon after, a friendly communi- 
cation took place between the French and Prussian 
governments, on the pretext of an cxcliange of prisoners, 
«ut attended with circumstances which ’ inspired a sus- 
picion of further views. In fact, the King of Prussia’s 
hopes of the subjugation of France being at an end, 
anil tlie farther expense of a war being beyond his 
means to supply, he resolved to withdraw from tl\e 
confederacy, unless he could find a power willing to 
take upon itself the burden of indemnifying him from 
all charges. This power was Great Britain ; ar^l the 
notice taken in parliament of the subsidy granted ti) him 
has been already mentioned. By the stipulations of the 
treaty between the Kings of England and Prussia, qnd the 
States-general of the United Provinces, signed on April 
19th, ail army of 62,4(X) merf was to be furnished by 
the Court of Berlin, to be employed in concert with the 
two other powers, f«r which’ the' sum of 2,^200,000/. 
was to be paid, in thi jiroportion of 4p0,0U0/^ by 
Holland, and the rest by Er%lanil.^ , • 

When the Austrian army in the Netherlands was 
about to commence its bperations, disputes arose re- 
specting the command, the Duke of York refusing to 
serve under General Clairfait. It was at length ad- 
justed, that if the Emperor Francis should personally 
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assume the supreme commaiul, the Duke would serve 
undtai^iim ; and accordingly the Emperor repaired to 
Brussels in Ajiril, whencefhe proceeded to the army. 
•■The siege of Landrccy was soon after commenced. 
Se'vS^al attera])ts for its polief by the French were de- 
feated witlj great loss on their part, and the place was 
obliged to surrender ; t^ut in the mean time Pichegru 
had ibreed the encampment of Clairfhit, and had taken 
Courtrai and Menin. jQenehal Jourdan in the begin- 
ning of .March entered the province of Luxemburg, 
where he was opposed liy the Austrian General Beau- 
lieu. Ou April 17th, Jourdan ‘made an, attack upon 
the Austrian lines, which, after a conflict of two days, 
he carried. In May, the French attacked the army 
under the Duke of York ncar*Tournay, and were re- 
pulsed with loss. Tliey afterwards marched in great 
force from Courtrai against Clairfait, whom, after a 
very obstinate engagement, they put to the rout, and 
followed acro.sS. the Sambre. A variety of other bard' 
fought actions ensued, attended with much slaughter 
on both sides j but upon the whale, the forces and the 
confldence of the French seem^l to increase. Jourdan 
was engaged in the siege of Charleroy, when, on June 
2^th, a general attack was made on his posts by the 
allies on the plain of J'leurus. Its result was the total 
defeaj of the assailants, who retreated in confusion as 
far bfjek as Halle ; and the success of this day decided 
that of the French for the remainder of the campaign. 
Qharleroy fell ; and some time before. General Moreau, 
after cfefeating Clairfait, made himself master of Ypres. 
Bruges submitted to thfe victors on June 24th. The 
Duke of York found it negessary to retreat to Oude- 
narde, thus leaving Tournay exposed, which came into 
the«pqssessipn of the-French 'f/ithout resistance. The 
Diike.tnpn 5rew back to tlffe vicinity of Antwerp, where 
he was joined by Lord Moira with ten thousand British 
troops. • ‘ 

The garrison of Ostend being withdrawn, the French 
entered it, and were received with joy. It was, indeed, 
manifest through the whole ol’ tlieir invasion of the 
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Belgic provinces, that the remembrance of the Austrian* 
tyrsinny had disposed the people in general re.r?'iily to- 
admit a change of masters. ^ This was esj)eeitffly observ- 
abfe at Brussels, which Prince Coburg in vain attenipttftl 
to cover by strong intrairchmcnts in thC forest of 
Soignies. He was ilriveu from them witb great loss, 
and the Austrians taking t1i«ir flight through Bmissels 
in tlie night, left the capital open to their pursuers, who 
entered it in triumph on ’Julv.iith. Giient had opened 
its gates to the French on the .^th of that monfli. .The 
Duke of York and Lord Moira, after taking shelter in 
Mechlin, evacuated tliat place, and proceeded to Ant- 
werp. The French «o\v advancing from Brussels 
marched against Clairfiiit, who was protecting Louvain, 
and liaving defeated l>im, obtained possession of that 
city on July 15th. Antwerp surrendered undefended , 
on tlic ‘^ 3 ( 1 , and thus the whole of Austrian Flanders 
.nnd Brabant fell under the French dominion. The 
'strong city and citadel of Namur were evacuated by 
General Beaulieu on the 17 th; and the Austrians were 
soon after driven fsom Liege and its territory. In 
Dutch Flanders, Cadi-^tndt and Sluys were reduced by 
Moreau. . 

The campaign on the Germp borders was not less 
successful to the French republic. It began early with 
the reduction of Kaiserslautern and Spire, anti other 
fortresses in that quarter. An obstinate engagement 
took place on July 12th and 13th between the French 
and Prussians, which ended in the discomfiture; of rflie , 
latter. Two subsequent days of fighting obliged the 
Imperialists to cross the llhin^, and the Prussians to re- 
trea‘ towards Mentz. The French army on the 
Mo'^clle on August* 8Bi took possession of Treves. 
The next object of the republican arms w^s to^eCover 
those towns within the liihits o^ France which had 
been taken by the allies ; and Landrecy, Quesnoy, Va- 
lenciennes, and Cond^, were brought to a capitulation 
with little resistance, the garrisons being threatened 
with military execution if they should hold out. In 
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all these pliices vast stores of ammunition and provision 
were io^nd. 

The Lit/pero^* had now ref iirned to Vienna ; and so 
KT.’Uch was he dissatisfied with the conduct of Prussia as 
an ally, and dislieartcncd by the state of the war, tliat 
apprehensiops were entertained of a design in the Aus- 
trian *‘oiincils to proposgr^ a pacification. In order to 
prevent*.'! dissdhition of tlic confcdc^acy, tho English 
ininistiy deputed Earl jgnender and tile ITonourahle 
Thojinas* (iionvillc as ambassadors extraordinary to 
Vienna, lor tlie purpose of keeping that court stedfast to 
its cugageinents, wliich was effected by<hc stipulation of' 
a large subsidy. In the niean time the French were acl- 
vauciiig on the German border. .Jourdan in Seplem!)cv 
cairicd a sirong post not far fb.m Liege, defended by 
a force under General Latour. Clairlait was afterwards 
defeated and obliged to retreat to .luliers, and in the 
mean time the French took Aix-la-Chapel!e. Anotlier 
engagement,' continued from Septenjber 'J9th to Octo-k 
her 3d, so much exhausted the Austrian army, that the 
French could not be prevented fr(«n entering Cologne. 
They afterwards I'educed severa/. places in that elector- 
ate ; and on October ^23d Moreau carricil with scarcely 
any opposition Coblentz, which had been fortified at 
great expencc. The possession of this place, which hail 
been ^Iie head-quarters of the emigrant army, was par- 
ticulav'ly gratifying to them. 'W'orms and several other 
places in that vicinity yielded to the French troops on 
tli<e Rhine. 

The* Duke of York, liaving assisted the Pnnee of 
Orange in putting Bredi and Boislccluc in a slate of 
defence, posted his army along the Dommel, where, on 
September 14th, he was attacked by a powerful force 
und*a' ^ichegru. Finding his ^osts untenable, he re- 
treated, jitter an action, tif a position. near Grave. An 
invasion of Holland was now the great object of the 
French, and their first operation was the siege of 
Boisleduc, which capitulated on October loth. The 
Duke of York had quitted Grave and was encamped 
under the walls of Niincgueu. The French, crossing 
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the Maes, made an attack on the British posts in 
front of that town, and having obliged them to chapge 
their 'position, invested the nlacc. Nimpgiien, being 
strong by situation, and well garrisoned, wys expected* 
to have made a long resistance > it was however eudrteifly 
carried after a siege of a few days. The important 
town of Maestricht, which besieged Ijy (lenfjral 
Kleber, held out fW* 40 days, and surrendered on No- 
vember 4th. The loss of these two places excited a 
general alarm in Holland, and af the close of the year 
all eyes were turned to that dountry as the expeeffed 
scene of grea^ evepts. * 

The. arms of France wpre in this year equally suc- 
cessful in other parts of Europe. The advantages 
which had been obtained by the Spaniai'ds at the close 
of the preceding year were so much beyond its military 
character, that their continuance was not to be expected 
WjJien the French were able to turn their attention 
t{ wards that quarter. Early in February the French 
army took the field, and routed with great loss a Spanish 
force posted at St. J^an de Luz. After some other 
considerable successes, Heneral Dugominier on May 
23d obtained a complete victory over a Spanish army 
near Collisare, in which, besides those who fell in battle,* 
7000 men laid down their arms, and all tlie artillery and 
baggage came into the possession of the French. The 
strong fortress of Bellegardc, which had been takeh by 
the Spaniards in the preceding campaign, was irf the 
meantime invested by a lai*ge body of Frcncli, who de- 
feated a spirited attempt by a Spanish general for it! 
relief; and after a long resistonce, it surrendered to 
Dugonimier in September with its garrison of COOOmen. 
To avenge this loss, the Spaniards collected the flower 
of thi'.r troops and adva|ccd against the French, who 
met them at Spanilles on October 17th, whan a Woody 
action ensued, which terminated ii^a victory* on the 
part of the French ; purchased however by the death of 
their very able commander, Dugommier. It was fol- 
lowed three days after by a furious attack upon the 
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Spanish intrenchments defended by 40,000 men, which 
we^p carried by the French in three hours ; and such 
was the».pani^ inspired by^tliis action, that the lieigh- 
itboiuring stiong town of Figueras, garrisoned by near 
10;060 men, surrendered almost without resistance. 
On the northern frontier, Fontarabia, Passages, and St. 
Sebfistian,Vere reduced by the French in the course of 
the fojir first days of August, the Spaniards being en- 
tirely deprived either of courage or oPwill to resist the 
invaders. The remamfitig Spanish army kept on the 
deflensive within a line of fortified posts, the extent of 
which was near 40 leagues. TJjiey were ^ot, however, 
suffered to be unmolested, agd their line was forced by 
their impetuous enemy in twelve different places at 
once, on which occasion thp whole army narrowly 
escaped destruction. 

Italy WPS another theatre of the French successes. 
It being resolved that the King of Sardinia shoujd 
be made to feel the power of the republic against whicf> 
he liad declared hostility, his harbour of Oneglia on the 
gulf of Genoa was attacked and j:aken in the beginning 
of April. The French then, having defeated a body of 
combined Sardinians and Austrians, penetrated into 
♦Piedmont, some districts of which they reduced, witli 
the capture of large quantities of provisions and military 
stores. They next attacked a Sardinian fortified camp, 
whidii they carried, taking a number of prisoners, and 
a lal'ge train of artillery. A strong intrenchment in 
the Col de Tenda, one of the difficult passes into Pied- 
fnont’on the west, was then assailed and forced. Mean- 
time, the French Geneml Dumas entered on the nortli 
side, and undertook the arduous task of clearing the pas- 
sage of Mount Cenis. On the 10th of May, he began 
his operations by storming a t(|>rt which commanded the 
fir^ jhiss. dn the sequel he attacked and carried, after a 
^figorou^i resistaneJEi all the redoi bts and batteries by 
which the mountain was defended, and compelled the 
Sardinian army to retreat, leaving behind them all their 
cannon and warlike stores. In several ensuifig actions 
the French were successful, but they were resisted with 
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SO much pertinacity that they were unable to make 
further progress on this side. On the southern quarter 
the French gained a decisive victory ove/ ther Sardi- 
nians and Austrians, whont they pursued trfthe gates 
of Alessandria, During the romainder of the campatgif, ' 
the allied troops stood on the defensive, and by oc- 
cupying advantageous posts, 'pjjpvented the 'invaders 
from advancing farther into Piedmont. * • 

At sea alone th*e French aCtms experienced a reverse, 
liaving on that element to con tend with a foe certainly 
not inferior in ardour, and undoubtedly superior Trt 
skill and dlsciplinct By vast exertions, notwithstanil- 
ing thfc disaster at Toulon^they were enabled to fit out 
a powerful fleet, which, after having for some time been 
blocked up in Brest by the Channel fleet commanded 
by Lord Howe, put to sea during his absence about 
the middle of May. It was followed by the British 
flqpt, which came within sight of the enemy on the 
^th oft' the coast of Brittany. After some partial 
actions and manoeuvring, by which Lord Howe gained 
the weather-gage, the tjvo fleets came to close action on 
the morning of June 1st, their respective force being 
26 ships of the line on tne part of the French, and 25 
on that of the British. The French steadily waitetl* 
the attack j but in less than an hour after the centre 
was engaged, theii* admiral, whose opponent was Lord 
Howe in the Queen Charlotte, went off with crov?ded 
sails, and was followed by most of his van, who i/ero 
in condition to carry canvas. Of those who were left 
crippled, some escaped on account of the disabled oi* 
separated state of the English *11001. Seven were cap- 
tuveds one of which sunk almost immediately on being 
taken possession of. ^One French ship sunk in the 
action, and not a man of her. crew was saved. I'he 
slaughter on board the Frenck fleet was verygreartj fliat 
in the captured ships alone amdOflrting in kiHed and 
wounded to 1270.' The British total loss was 904. This 
action conferred great glory on the admiral and all his 
fleet ; arid was received at home with uncommon re- 
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joicing, as a triumph over an enemy become fonnidable 
by.liis victories. 

A slvjrt-lu'ctl acc ession to the British empire was 
oinade in tijis year by tlie annexation of the island ol 
Corsica •to its crown. The town and citadel of Bastia 
having fcir some time been under siege by a Britisit 
force Jioiu the squacj,i;;ni in the Mediterranean com- 
manded by Lord liood, assisted by a’party of ("orsicans, 
a projiosal for cajiitulatiori was made by the French 
comnmndant on May liith, whicli being accepted, the 
sTirrender took place on the 2i2d. A circular letter 
had previously been addressed cby (lenci’nl I’.ioli to his 
countrymen, I'or the convocation of tlic (ieneral Consult, 
or rcjircsentativcs of the nation, at Corte on June Sth, 
which, on the Ifth of that montli, was opened by an 
eloquent speech from that vc'teran chief. This assembly 
then unanimously voted the separation of C'orsica irom 
France, and its union to the crown of Great Britain. 
A committee was appointed to prepare the articles cf 
union, which being presented to Sir Gilbert I'illiot, 
with a tender of the ci own to hhi Majesty, he acceptecl 
them in his name, and took the oath prescribed. A 
constitution was then agreed upon, framed according to 
-the model of that ol’ Great Britain ; and his Majesty 
was enabled to add King of Corsica to his othei 
titles. 

'Kie maritime superiority of England ensured success 
to her arms in the West Indies. 'Fhe attempt for the 
reduction of Martinico was renewed in the spring, when 
oOOO-men under the command of Sir Charles Grey, 
convoyed by a fleet conimanded by Sir John Jervis, 
landed on the island. After a galLnt resistance by the 
French at tlic different foi’^s, it was entirely reduced on 
the 25th of March, by the suiircnder of Fort Bourbon. 
The "victors proceeding te G uadaloupc, that island was 
brought to a capitedation on Apri' 21st, which included 
its dependencies, Mariegaiantc, Deseada, and the 
Saintes. St. Lucie also surrendered to a British force. It 
was unfortunate that at this time the yellow fever raged 
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among the West India Islands with unusual virulence ; 
and tiic English troops in Ouadaloupe were so intieh 
weal^encd by it, tliat a snu^II armament Irotn.lirest land- 
ing- 2000 men on the island under the c#mmiss«)nei^ 
Victor Ungues, theyniadethoiflsehesinastersofthe Fort 
ol’Grand Terre. Reintoreen^piUs being Colioeied Irom 
the other islands, an attempt made t^ reco\ or*the 
l‘ort, which faile^l.* Aimther ell()it ibont the end of 
June was also unsuccessful; jualI the few- surviving 
Knglish left at the other posts being obliged to surrvy- 
der, tiuadalouj)e was mitirely restoreil to its Ibrittcr 
possessors. » * • 

The* domestic e\enls <#f Franco during this period 
were marked with the same features of violent action as 
those which charactcriseil its I’oreign exertions, but 
c.oloureil wit.li the ferocity peculiarly belonging to ci\il 
contention, d'he insurgents of Ea W-ndee, who, after 
uSmy sanguinary actions, had at length a])])(‘:]reil nearly 
t«\tirpated bv the sword in the field, and by the most 
savau'c and merciless executions w'hen reduced to sub- 
mission, began to <oHcet again in arms anil became 
litrinidable. At the sai^e t- ne aui.ther body of mal- 
contents, named Chouaiis, arose in Ibiltany, and joinings 
forces with the Vendeans, gave, ipnch employment to 
the republican troo}.-!. J'ho unremitting cfliirts of the 
coinention however, wife b spared neither its own 'iom 
maiulers nor the enemy, gave a ])rosi)ect at the bugiii- 
uiug of this year of a favourable termination of these 
disti’irbances. As it was a great oiiject with the r^;)mb# 
lie, at the same time that the generals weri' held under 
a s’tricf responsibility, to encoiiftige the citizen-spirit in 
the soHiiers, it_^was ordained that every commander con- 
demn id for trcasim sluiidd be executed at the head ol’ 
the army which he had alitem])fed to betray, ,whij;it 44ie 
punishment of flogging was al^olislyjt^in tiie arjnyand 
navy, as unworthy of freemen. Universal liberty and 
et|uality being 4he fuudamehtal princijile of the consti- 
tution, a ijisjiiay was made of its apjilication, by admit- 
ting to scats in the couventioii three de]mties Irom St. 
Domingo, two of them mulattoes, and the other a 
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negro ; (ind soon afler, a decree passed for the abolition 
of Alavery in every part of the French dominions. In 
order to"ea^s^the lower classes of the people, who were 
’’labouring d^ider a dearth of provisions, a maximum was 
estabUsh'ed-— a raeasureliy which temporary popularity 
was sought, at the expence of true policy. If humanity 
might seem to have hUcsn consulted in some of these 
ordinAhees, the decrees for the extension of the powers 
granted to the committee of safety, and against those 
A^io >^ere construed enemies of the revolution, suffi- 
ciently proved tliat nothing was more foreign from the 
present rulers of France than a* spirit of lenity and mo- 
deration i . and this year hes been particularly dis- 
tinguished in its domestic history as the reign of 
terror. 

After the overthrow of the Gironde party, the powers 
of government fell into the hands of a triumvirate con- 
sisting of Robespierre, Danton, and Barrcre. The 
first of these, a man of a most ferocious character, and 
formed by nature for the part of a tyrant, gained the 
ascendancy, and for some time might be regarded as 
the master of France. There' existed at this period a 
society called the Cordelier club, which being an offset 
’from tliat of the Jacobins, carried its principles to tlie 
extreme, and under the conduct of one Herbert, be- 
came its rival. The destruction of this society was the 
first object of the triumvirate, and by their engine, the 
revoluftonary tribunal, Herbert, and eighteen other per- 
sons, were found guilty of treason, condemned and 
executed. Robespierre, now looking 4ipon his colleague 
Danton with jealousy, dnd trusting in his own superior 
influence with the people, l^rought an accusation against 
him, Camille Desmouliius, Ff>hre D’Eglantine and 
others, of a conspiracy ’to effret a countei’-revolution in 
favour of monarcliy :.and by the assistance of their venal 
or intimidated judges, procured their capital condemn- 
ation. Such an act could not fail of- raising . many 
enemies to the tyrant, and bis next victims were Gene- 
ral fl^lon and some others who had shewn w attach- 
ment to the late sufferers. He obtained some credit 
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by a decree to prevent peculation by the inend>ers of 
the oonvention, his own character being pure in 4hat 
respect ; and by several I'l^eful reg^ations* for the 
more speedy administration of justice /i the ciyif 
courts; and the increased 'severity wiA tvhich he 
acted towards the royal party was probably in con- 
formity with the public feel£h|^ If it had been 'pos- 
sible to shock yhe peopl^ by atrocities of thiS kind, 
the execution of the Princess Elizabeth, sister to the 
late King, a person of the niost exemplary ch&raQ^r, 
against whom none but frivolous charges could be pro- 
duced, wouUl have blought down execrations on his 
head‘d She suffered with calm dignity on a scaffold 
which had already streamed with the blood of 26 
victims. • 

Immediately after this deed, Robespierre, on May 7th, 
pronounced a speech in which he appeared as a votary of 
Religion. It was preparatory to a decree, by which the 
•French nation recognised the existence of a Supreme 
Being, and the immortality of the soul, declared the 
freedom of public worship, and appointed decades and 
other religious festiva^. His sanguinary disposition, 
meantime, seemed to acquire continual aggravation; 
and he established such a systen\ of domestic treachery, 
that no one was safe in his own house from accusations, 
of which death was an immediate consequence^ All 
means were employed to itdlamc the animosity pf the 
nation against the English ; and a decree passed,* pro- 
hibiting quarter to be given to the British or^Harjo- 
verian soldiers in battle. The military character, how- 
ever, would not permit the Fffench army to act upon it; 
and the spint of the decree was finely contrasted in 
ordi.'js issued by the Duke of York to his troops on the 
occasion. • * » • 

The intolerable tyrannj^of JR^esnierre ^t^length 
raised a party against him in the convention, consisting 
of some o£it» most resolute members, who, like those of 
the Ro|^an senate under the worst Emperors, saw their 
own safety in perpetual hazard under his domination. A 
decree procured by him for empowering the committees 
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of public safety to consign whomsoever they should think 
proper to the revolutionary tribunal, was the immediate 
signal for resfttpnce. Contripy decrees passed in tlie 
<5onvention denoted his declifie of power. He attenipf- 
ed to raise the Jacobin Jiid other popular clubs in his 
favour, and for a considerable time the balance of par- 
ties Vas in a^state of 'isffspence. At length a decree 
passed "the convention unanimously, ‘that their sittings 
should be permanent- till the law was executed upon 
thwjguflty, and that Robespierre with his accomplices 
should be arrested. An insurrection excited by 
Henriot, commander of the nktion^tl gwards, for In's 
deliverance, was suppressed ;*'"and on July 28th hVj w'as 
apprehended in the Hotel dc Vilic, wounded, con- 
demned, and executed, with a number of his adherents, 
amidst the execrations ol' the Parisian populace. All 
Prance appeared to breathe alter the removal of the 
tyrant, and congratulations were sent up to the corVi- 
vention from every part, and every class of society* 
From that time a more moderate and liumanc sj)irit 
began to prevail. The rcvolutionory tribunal w’as new- 
modelled; numbers of prisonr.’s were enlarged; and 
qpneiliation instead of terror became the leading prin- 
ciple of public measures. A plan of republican govern- 
ment was resolved upon, which shoidd eflcctually pre- 
vent ^he power of the state from being engrossed by 
one p,erson ; and Rarrerc, who had detached himself in 
time from his connection with Robespierre, was en- 
to istccj, with drawing up the articles of a temporary 
government upon that system which was adopted. Tlie 
meetings of the Jacobiif clubs were suspended; and 
punishments were inflicted* upon some of the chief 
actors in the barbarities perpetratetl on the Vcndcans. 

In tins year was cfiec\;ed Awth respect to Poland, 
what had been augfu ed in 'the beginning of the FrcncJi 
revolution by Mr. Burke with regard to France — it 
was blotted out of the map of Europe. cTbe tyrnnny 
exercised by the partitioning powers over the poor rem- 
nant -of that country proved so intolerable, that the 
Poles rose in insurrection, headed by that patriot chief 
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Kosciiisco. In February he attacked tlic Prussians and 
expelled them from part of their new acquisitigns. 
Marching next to Cracow, it was (^sjjrtei by the 
Russians, and ho was dcclJkrcfl coinmanwrA-chief of i* 
confederacy of nobles. Hg. then advanced, towards 
Warsaw, and defeated a Russian corps under Y^oronzof ; 
and soon after, the Russians jfl^^d in that capital were 
ilriven out by the citizens and the Polish garrisoiM The 
King of Pi'ussia ^low enterfd Poland with a jiowerful 
army, and made himself master of Ch'aeow. He then 
proceeded to ^Vhirsaw, joined by the Russian troops di 
the iieiglibouring ilistricjt. lie bad invested the city, 
when tije resistance of tliq^inhabilants, the apjiroach of 
Kosciusco, and an insurrection in the Polish provinces 
seized by Prussia, obliged him to abandon tlie attempt. 
Meantime a Russian army, led by the formidable 
.Suwarofj was advancing. It was met by Kosciusco on 
October lOt/i, anil a bloody engagement ensued, which 
ended with the entire defeat of the Poles, of whom half 
were killed or made prisoners. 'I'heir brave general was 
severely wounded and tqken captive. Suwarof after the 
victory marched to W arsaw, and assailed it as he had 
ilone Ismail. 'I'lie Russians, forcing their way after an 
obstinate resistance into the suburb of Praga, put to the * 
sword all whom they met with, anfl it is computed that 
‘20,000 perished in i.hi^ lu-'Tid massacre. 'Phe fate of 
Poland was now decided. The three jiartitioning 
])Ovvers divided anioug them all that still bore *t.he 
national Uiiiue; and King Stanislaus wdio borC to sur- 
vive his Clown and country, was sent to residb at* 
(Jrodno, and live in obscurity its a pensioner of the 
Fmjire.' Liatharine. 
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